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POVERTY AND DEPRESSION OF THE COMPANY. 


AtW Francis Day began to erect a 
j-S/Miich was gradually surrounded 
byatjuriving and still increasing town, 
trrvvhieh the natives flocked as to the best 
place for pursuing trade aud putting in 
security the wealth they derived from it 
—•wealth which had few safeguards under 
the dominion or in the territories of their 
own princes and chiefs. In the same in¬ 
terval the Mogul empire had been shaken 
by several revolutions and changes in its 
interior or upon its frontiers: the Hindus 
oi Rajpoot had recommenced their strug¬ 
gles for independence; the Afghans had 
revolted in the north, the Usbeks had 
taken possession of Cabul, and the Per¬ 
sians of Candahar. In all places remote 
from the centre of government the Mo¬ 
hammedan chiefs paid but an imperfect 
obedience to the Great Mogul; and 
wherever favoured by local situation, or 
defended by mountains, forests, or rivers, 
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the 1 Imdus bade defiance to the emperor 
and his lieutenants. Then came on the 
great civil war in England between the 
parliament and Charles I., during which 
nearly all foreign trade was suspended, 
and the company sunk to such a state of 
insignificance that its existence as a body 
corporate was scarcely discernible. In¬ 
deed, from the year 1652 to 1657 the 
trade to India was thrown open to every 
English merchant that chose to embark 
Eut, at the end of that period, 
Oliver Cromwell renewed or re-con- 
fii med the privileges of the old company. 
Shortly after the restoration of monarchy, 
Charles II. granted the company a new 
charter, dated April, 1661, in which not 
only were all the old privileges con- 
hut new and important ones 
added to them. The company' were 
vested with a right of exercising civil 
jurisdiction and military authority; and 
with, the power of making war and of 
concluding peace with the “ Infidels of 
India/’ the state reserving to itself the 
prerogatives of peace arid war with re¬ 
gard to Christian or European govern¬ 
ments. In 1663 Charles II. obtained, as 
a part of the dower of his wife, the Infanta 
ot Portugal, the island of Pom bay, and, 
finding it expensive rather than profitable, 
he ceded the island to the company in the 
year 1668. Soon after he made a similar 


grant of that convenient midway 
place the island of St. Helena; mud m 
other important matters the aid of his 
government was cordially given to the 
company—the more cordially, no doubt, 
because some of his ministers and favou¬ 
rites were shareholders and speculators, 
and personally interested with the mer¬ 
chants not yet merchant-princes—of 
Leadenhall-street. 

* n Ifi *7 the company transferred froifi 
Surat to Bombay the presidency over all 
their settlements, and from that moment 
the town began to spread and increase 
v/, ry rapidly. The English were anxious 
to have possession of the neighbouring 
island of SflJsette, and maintained that it 
was included in the dower with Bombay; 
but the Portuguese took a different read¬ 
ing of the marriage treaty, and kept Sal- 
sette.* 

Trade was now carried on with a great 
part .of the Indian empire through esta¬ 
blishments both on the eastern and wes¬ 
tern coast; but the intercourse was liable 
to interruptions, and the forts and facto¬ 
ries were not unfrequeritly threatened 
with hostile attack by the native powers, 
urged on in most cases by the Portuguese 
or by the Dutch. The weakness, the 
dissensions, and not unfrequent wars 
among the natives,, encouraged the Eng¬ 
lish settlers to abandon the merely defen- 
sive, and act on the offensive. The fac¬ 
tors in Bengal transmitted to the com¬ 
pany a list of wrongs and injuries sus¬ 
tained from the*, petty native rulers, and 
waiinly recommended an active campaign 
against them beyond the limits of the 
company’s settlements, which must be¬ 
come untenable or useless if allowed to 
be beleaguered and blocked up by the 
Indians. As the company had the power 
of war or peace with the Infidels, they 
sept out, in 1686, a Captain Nicholson 
with ten armed vessels and six compa¬ 
nies of soldiers to levy war against the 
Great Mogul and the Nabob of Bengal. 
This force, the first employed in the in-* 
tent of establishing political and military 
power, was diminutive indeed; but the 
unwarlike habits and the undisciplined 

* Bruee, Annalfi of the East India Company.— 
Mill, Hist, iiiit. Ind. 
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t/of tlie natives were taken Into 
The ships composing the litt le 
arrived separately, and did 
with proper concert. The object 
of the campaign was to seize and fortify 
Chittagong. The fleet sailed up the 
Hooghly and commenced a cannonade, 
but they were repulsed and obliged to 
seek shelter near Calcutta, where they 
lay till some agreement with the nabob, 
<n : uMitionat forces from England, should 
enable them to resume their stations. A 
hollow truce was agreed to by the nabob, 
who employed the time thus gained in 
making warlike preparations. As soon 
as he was ready the English were at¬ 
tacked by an immense host; but, under 
the direction of Charnock, the company’s 
agent, they made a gallant defence, re¬ 
pulsed repeated assaults, stormed the fort 
of Tanna, seized the island of Ingel lee, 
in which they fortified themselves, and 
burnt, the town of Ballasore, withjbrt.y 
sail of the Mogul fleet. But on the 
other hand the nabob took and plundered 
the English factories at Patna and Cos- 
simbuzar. And the campaign ended, 
not in any great conquest, but in an ac¬ 
commodation neither very honourable 
nor very reliable for the company. The 
court of directors, disappointed and irr i¬ 
tated, seut Sir John Child, the governor 
of Bombay, to take the command over 
the head of Charnock, with instructions 
to re-establish, if possible, the factories 
at Patna and Cossimbuzar. Some of the 
company’s servants were carrying on pa¬ 
cific negotiations with the natives, when 
Captain Heath arrived from England 
with a large ship and a frigate, and, 
without the necessary forms, commenced 
hostilities by plundering one or two na¬ 
tive towns. After this work he proceeded 
to Chittagong, and was there foiled and 
defeated, as Captain Nicholson bad been 
before him. Ileath then taking the com¬ 
pany’s servants and effects on board, 
sailed away for Madras; and Bengal, 
upon which large sums had been spent, 
was abandoned. The emperor now reign¬ 
ing was the celebrated Aurengzebe, the 
most powerful of all the Mogid sove- 


* Sir John Malcolm, Sketch of the Political 
History of India. 



reigns, who had dethroned bis 
and triumphed over his brothers^ 
contested the empire with him.* An- 
rengzebe, though previously well dis¬ 
posed towards the English, was indig¬ 
nant at their last proceedings, and issued 
orders for expelling them from his do¬ 
minions. The factory at Surat was 
seized, the island of Bombay was sur¬ 
rounded by a fleet, and the English go¬ 
vernor cooped up in the town and castle. 
The factory at Masulipatam was seized, 
as was also the factory at Visigapatam, 
where the company’s agent and several 
of their servants were put to death. But 
the Mogul treasury soon felt the want of 
the copious streams that flowed into it 
through the English factories; and Au- 
rengzebe and his ministers, flattered, by 
the recent display of weakness, into the 
belief that the company would never be 
strong enough to he dangerous, made a 
return towards their old friendly feeling, 
and listened to negotiations which were 
proposed in a most humble, if not abject 
tone. .After some time the English ob¬ 
tained an order for the restoration of 
Bombay and their factory at Surat. But 
during these premature contests with the 
natives, the most able and powerful of 
their European enemies had contrived to 
get a footing in India: the French had 
formed an establishment at Pondicherry, 
and were now employing themselves in 
fortifying that place and in establishing* a 
close connexion with such of the natives 
as were most unfriendly to the English. 

These proceedings quickened the desire 
of obtaining an extension of territory and a 
real dominion by treaty, by purchase,, or 
by force of arms, but to be at all everts 
independent of the Great Mogul, nabobs, 
and all other powers. “ The truth is” 
says one of the greatest authorities in In¬ 
dian affairs, “ that, from the day on which 

* Aurengzebe had revived awl extended the 
Mogul power, which seemed falling to ruin under 
his father Shah Jehan. He had taken th cities 
of Hyderabad, Bejapore, and Goleonda, aud had 
extended his dominions nearly to the limits of 
the Carnatic. But it was during his brilliant 
reign that a new enemy took the field. This was 
Sevajee, the founder of the Mahratta empire, who* 
with the most warlike of the Hindus, overran and 
permanently occupied the far greater part of the 
Deccan. 
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PRESIDENCY ESTABLISHED. AT CALCUTTA. 


i/ny’s troops marched one mile 
v factories, the increase of their 
5 and their armies became a prin¬ 
ciple of self-preservation ; and at the end 
of every one of those numerous contests 
in which they were involved by the jea¬ 
lousy, avarice, or ambition of their neigh¬ 
bours, or the rapacity or ambition of their 
own servants, they were forced to adopt 
measures for improving their strength; 
which soon appeared to be the only mode 
by which they could avert the occurrence 
of similar danger.’'* In 1689 the direc¬ 
tors broadly laid down the principle that 
independence was to be established and 
dominion acquired in India. " The in¬ 
crease of our revenue,” said they, “ is the 
subject of our care, as much as our trade: 
*t$n that must maintain our force when 
twenty accidents may interrupt our trade; 
’tis that must make us a nation in In¬ 
dia ”f And just at this time their policy 
was to some extent gratified, for Tegna- 
patam, a town and port a little to the 
south of the French settlement of Pondi¬ 
cherry, was obtained by purchase, and 
secured by grant from the native powers. 
The servants of the company forthwith 
erected walls and bulwarks, and changed 
the name of the place to Fort St. David. 
After this acquisition the company pur¬ 
sued their plan of dominion with increased 
confidence, and soon after they may tie 
said to have commenced a system of poli¬ 
tical ascendancy. About nine years after 
the purchase of Tegnapatam they were 
enabled to make a more important acqui¬ 
sition. Aurengzebe had appointed his 
sou Azlm Ooshaun to be viceroy of Ben¬ 
gal, and this Azim aspired to dethrone 
his father, as Aurengzebe had dethroned 
his; or, if he were content to leave his 
sire on the throne until his natural death, 
Azim was anxious to secure the succes¬ 
sion to it, which was sure to be disputed, 
in the Oriental fashion, by a number of 
brothers, of whom some were younger 
and some older than himself. His grand 
scheme required money and arms, and 
the company could promise both for va¬ 
luable considerations. For a large sum. 


* Sir John Malcolm, Sketch of the Political 
History of India. 
t Id. 



Azim Ooshaun sold to the company 1 
zemindarships of Chutamitty, GovmcJ 
pore, and Calcutta. At the last-named 
place the English began, but not without 
some timidity and circumspection, to 
erect Fort William. Nine years after 
this, in 1707, when the fort was strong 
and considerable, and a town had risen 
under its protecting shadow, the company 
made Calcutta the seat of a presidency, 
and the place gradually began to rise to 
the dignity of a capital to the British 
empire in the East. 

In the meanwhile many merchants and 
traders at home had become jealous of the 
strict monopoly of the chartered com¬ 
pany, and various attempts were made by 
men called “ interlopers ” to carry on a 
trade with India in despite of the com¬ 
pany and its local agents. Some inter¬ 
lopers there had always been, and, as early 
as the year 1600, the court of directors 
had ordered that they should he seized 
and treated as smugglers, or, in some 
cases, as pirates. In 1691 the court of 
directors granted commissions to all their 
captains proceeding to India to seize inter¬ 
lopers of every description, and bring 
them to trial before the Admiralty Court, 
at Bombay—“ explaining that, as they 
attributed all the differences between the 
company and the Indian powers to the in¬ 
terlopers, if they continued their depre¬ 
dations on the subjects of the Mogul or 
King of Persia, they were to be tried for 
their lives as pirates, and sentence of death 
passed,* but execution stayed till the king’s 
pleasure should be known.” “ This pro¬ 
ceeding of the court,” says a warm advo¬ 
cate, “ rested upon the opinion of the 
twelve judges, which was, that the com¬ 
pany had a right to the trade to the East 
Indies, according to their charter.”* But 
the authority of parliament had never 
confirmed the kingly grant by charter of 
such extensive powers of judicature; and 
the principles thus avowed, having in 
many instances been vigorously and bar¬ 
barously acted upon by the company’s 
agents and lawgivers in India, had greatly 
increased the prevailing jealousy. The 
House of Commons in 169.3 adopted ?;be 
resolution that parliament should deter- 


* Bruce, Annals of fhe East India Company. 
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ever regulations might be 
Pessary for the Indian trade, 
is, a new charter was that year 
ftecl by Queen Mary, in the absence 
of her husband William III., by letters 
patent from the crown, and the inter¬ 
lopers were subjected to the same rigo¬ 
rous treatment as formerly. The House 
of Commons then resolved u That it was 
the right of all Englishmen to trade to 
the East Indies or any part of the world, 
unless prohibited by act of parliament.” 
William III. deferred to this decision, 
which had been brought about by a tem¬ 
porary union between the discontented 
Whigs and the Jacobites. In 1695 the 
House of Commons ordered the books of 
the company to be examined, and detected 
several flagrant abhses in die conduct of 
their affairs, and many palpable proofs of 
their having bribed some ministers of 
William in order to obtain their charter 
and the connivance of government. It 
was found, for example, that since the 
Revolution of 1688 the home expenses of 
the company had increased from 1200/. 
per annum to 90,000/. Much of this 
money had been paid at various times to 
members of the House of Commons, who 
appeared to have kept part for themselves 
and to have paid part to ministers. Thus 
Dauby, Duke of Leeds and Lord Presi¬ 
dent of William’s council, had received 
5000 guineas; and other sums, including 
10 ,000/. to the king himself, had been 
paid in various directions, for assurances 
of support against interlopers, the esta¬ 
blishment of a rival company, &c. The 
Duke of Leedr: was impeached fey the 
Commons, but the king quashed proceed¬ 
ings by a sudden prorogation of parlia¬ 
ment.* The interlopers, including many 
men who had abundance of money, and 
who were quite as ready to use it in brib¬ 
ing the representatives and ministers of 
the country as were the chartered direc¬ 
tors in Leadenhall-street, continued their 
earnest endeavours, which were now di¬ 
rected not merely to obtain a share in the 
benefits of the India trade, but a strict 
monopoly of it to their own sole advan¬ 
tage and to the exclusion of the old com¬ 
pany and all others, -whether individual 

* See Pictorial Hi&t. of England, vol. iv. pp. 

51 , 52 , 5 a. 



traders or bodies coi*porate. 
gained so much strength by bfibfl _ 
out-bidding that, in 1698, they were en¬ 
abled to bring the company’s charter un¬ 
der the cognizance of parliament and to 
get it set aside for one in their own favour. 
The charter was in fact knocked down to 
the highest bidder; and, in consideration 
of an advance of 2,000,000/. sterling, at 
8 /. per cent., these interlopers obtained^ 
not by royal charter, but by parliamentary 
bill, the exclusive right of trade with the 
East Indies, in spite of the protests of the 
old company, that the infringement of 
charters was contrary to good faith, con¬ 
trary to justice, and as imprudent as im¬ 
moral; that they had property of which 
they could not be deprived without the 
violation of the very foundation on which 
all civil society rests ; that they were the 
lords proprietors by royal grant of Bom¬ 
bay and St. Helena; that they ‘had ac¬ 
quired in India, at their own expense and 
by their own exertions, much immoveable 
property in lands, houses, forts, factories, 
&c,; that they had purchased privileges 
of the natives, and had, in fact, established 
a system through which alone England 
could hope to preserve the India trade: 
that justice to individuals as well as to 
the public required the continuance of 
their charter, inasmuch as the property 
and even subsistence of many families, 
widows, and orphans were entirely de¬ 
pendent on the fate of the company. So 
much attention was paid to these strong 
representations, that the Old or London 
Company obtained a confirmation of their 
charter in the following season, and the 
nation had thus two East India companies 
instead of one—the Old by charter and 
royal prerogative, the New by bill and 
authority of parliament. “ Nothing,” 
says Malcolm, “ could be more violent 
than the contests of these companies dur¬ 
ing the short period that they continued 
separate. The great efforts of both were 
directed to the object of gaining po wer in 
the House of Commons; and in the gene¬ 
ral elections of the year 1700 each was 
detected in bribery and corruption. The 
Old Company corrupted members and 
purchased votes • the New Company pur¬ 
chased seats. Thus the one bribed the 
representatives, the other the constituents. 
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I Qvjt "at length with a straggle 

^_^ itened ruin to both, they united 

vflheir staejs'iinder the charter granted to 
tn&~0Muompany, and bearing date the 
5th of September, 1698, and assumed that 
name under which they have ever since 
been incorporated — “ The United East 
India Company.”* 

It however required some time to re¬ 
move their rooted animosities and esta¬ 
blish a feeling of common interest. But 
at length, in the year 1708, a new and 
more favourable bill was obtained from 
parliament, and their privileges were 
both extended and consolidated in return 
for a fresh loan to government. Some of 
the leaders and servants of the Old Com¬ 
pany had never lowered their tone in all 
their troubles. For example, their go¬ 


vernor at Leadenhall-street, wrim 
an officer who had been appointed _ __ 0 . 
of civil affairs in India, had thus ex¬ 
pressed himself even in a season of de¬ 
pression and discomfiture —“ I expect my 
will and orders shall be your rule, and 
not the laws of England, which are a 
heap of nonsense, compiled by a number 
of country-gentlemen, who hardly know 
how to govern their own families, mueh 
less how to regulate companies and fo¬ 
reign commerce. Having now the power 
of condemning the company's enemies, or 
such as shall be deemed so, particularly 
those that shall question the company’s 
power over all the British subjects in In¬ 
dia, I expect my orders from time to time 
shall be obeyed and received as statute 
laws.”* 


* Sketch of Polit. Hist, of India. 


* Extract, as given by Sir John Malcolm. 
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CHAPTER II. 

RAPID DECLINE OF TIIE MOGUL EMPIRE. 


Tfie union of the clashing interests of the 
two companies, the gradual accordance 
of their principles and of the views of 
their servants abroad, the tranquillity 
and commercial prosperity which the 
peace of Utrecht, dishonourable as it was 
to the Tory government of Queen Anne, 
indisputably brought to England, and to 
the greater part of Europe, all contri¬ 
buted to raise the value of the British 
settlements in the East, and to encourage 
the company in seeking an extension of 
dominion; for still all that was really 
occupied in sovereignty was a strip of 
land on the coast and an island here arid 
there. The disseverance of the Mogul 
empire, which began with the death of 
Aurengze.be in 1707, seemed to offer an 
opening to their ambition. After a very 
short reign of Shah Alum, the four sons 
of that emperor contended for the throne, 
and during this horrible family war the 
Mahrattas extended their conquests in the 
south, the Rajpoots virtually established 
their independence, and the Sikhs, a re¬ 
markable sect who professed a pure the¬ 
ism and attempted to reconcile the reli¬ 
gion of the Mussulmans with that of the 
Hindus, ravaged the provinces of Delhi 
and Lahore. Moez-edain, who triumphed 
over his brothers, was dethroned at the 
end of a few months by his nephew Far- 
rukhsir or Feroksir, who did not occupy 
the throne quite seven years. Under his 
successor, Mohammed Shah, the empire 
of the Moguls was wasted to a shadow: 
the Deccan was alienated under the rule 
of the Nizam-al-Mulk, by name a viceroy, 
but in fact an independent sovereign, 
more powerful than the Great Mogul: 
the Rohillas, a fierce predatory people of 
the Afghan race, seized on the northern 
provinces; and (in 1730) the Persians 


under Nadir Shah penetrated to Delhi 
and massacred alike Mohammedans and 
Hindus. 

The company were signally indebted 
in various stages of their progress to 
humble practitioners in medicine. It 
was in consequence of a cure effected on 
the favourite daughter of one emperor 
that they hail been first allowed a footing 
in Bengal; and in the year 1715 a medi¬ 
cal man named Hamilton, who accom¬ 
panied a commercial mission to Delhi, 
obtained for the company a grant of three 
villages near Madras, with permission to 
purchase thirty-seven additional town¬ 
ships in Bengal, as a reward for curing 
the reigning Emperor Feroksir of a dan¬ 
gerous and painful illness, which was 
beyond the reach of the skill of the native 
physicians or conjurers. By the hostility 
of the nabob the company were for a long 
time prevented from purchasing the vil¬ 
lages and townships; but they were al¬ 
lowed to enjoy another grant obtained 
through Hamilton from the grateful em¬ 
peror—namely, the privilege of intro¬ 
ducing and conveying their goods from 
Calcutta through Bengal without duty or 
search. In a very short time the trade of 
the company was wonderfully benefited 
by this privilege. But the French East 
India Company, who had made Pondi¬ 
cherry their stronghold, now began to 
thwart some of their plans, and to excite 
their jealousy by an increasing trade. In 
1742, when a war between England and 
France appeared to be imminent in spite 
of the pacific temper of the great English 
minister, Sir Robert Walpole, the French 
company, who were still in their infancy, 
and very anxious for the preservation of 
their profitable or promising trade, pro¬ 
posed to the English company, that, what- 





WAR BETWEEN THE FRENCH AND ENGLISH IN INDIA. 


ht happen in Europe, there should 
between them in India. The 
dourt of directors at first accepted 
ancFffien rejected this proposed neutrality, 
instructing their officers in India to watch, 
and, if possible, to circumvent the treaties 
and intrigues of the French company 
with the natives. In 1744 Walpole was 
driven from the helm, and the war, 
which broke out between the French and 
English, rapidly spread to Hindustan, and 
some few of the best officers in the French 
service repaired thither in the hope of at- 
tacking the English settlements before 
they should be prepared for defence. 
Labourdonnais, who had risen from a 
subordinate rank in the navy to be go¬ 
vernor of the Mauritius and Bourbon, by 
forcibly detaining all the French vessels 
that touched at those islands, and by 
training the merchant sailors to the use of 
the gun, got together a warlike squadron, 
and with all possible secrecy stretched 
across the Indian Ocean. He was well 
acquainted with the coasts, and with most 
of the European settlements, having pre¬ 
viously made three or four voyages to 
that, part of the world. His bravery was 
equal to his skill, and he resolved to 
begin his operations with an attack on 
Madras. He had with him a most motley 
crew and array of Frenchmen, Caffres, 
blacks from Madagascar, and n6gro slaves 
from the Mauritius, to which he had 
added, at Pondicherry, about 400 sepoys. 
The total amount was about 3600. The 
English in the colony of Madras did not 
exceed 300 men, of whom about 200 were 
soldiers: the town and the adjoining terri¬ 
tory belonging to the company had al¬ 
ready a population of about 250,000, 
counting Armenians, Mohammedans, Hin¬ 
dus, Parsecs, and Indian Christians, the 
converts or half-caste descendants of the 
Portuguese; but none of these classes 
could be depended upon in war. The 
300 English occupied Fort St. George, 
which was surrounded with a weak wall, 
and defended by bastipns and four bat¬ 
teries, weak and badly constructed. About 
the middle of September Labourdonnais 
appeared off the town, and immediately 
commenced a bombardment. The in¬ 
habitants endeavoured to save the place 
by offering him a ransom; but he was 



anxious for the glory of plamtn 
French colours on Fort St. Georg* 
continued to bombard for five days, at 
the end of which the inhabitants, and the 
English garrison as well, capitulated. 
Labourdonnais had not lost a man, and 
the English had lost no more than four 
or five. By the terms of the capitulation 
he pledged himself upon his honour to 
restore Madras to the English company 
on payment of a fixed ransom. On enter¬ 
ing the place he protected the persons, 
houses, and property of the inhabitants; 
but he took possession of the magazines 
and warehouses of the company, all situ¬ 
ated within Fort St. George, as public 
property. Iu his instructions from the 
French court, Labourdonnais was ex¬ 
pressly prohibited from occupying any 
establishment or factory of the enemy ; 
whence it has been argued that the French 
government and French East India Com¬ 
pany shrunk at this time from all idea of 
conquest in India. But if this was the 
case, and it seems to us extremely doubt¬ 
ful, M. Dupleix, the governor of Pondi¬ 
cherry, was resolved not to abide by any 
such plan, having previously formed in 
his own mind a system of universal con¬ 
quest in that great peninsula; and the 
first object, and that which he had most 
at heart, was to drive the last remnant of 
the English from the coast of Coromandel. 
Dupleix, who had wished for the sole 
conduct of the war, considered Labour¬ 
donnais as an intruder and rival. Now, 
however, he insisted that Labourdonnais 
should break the conditions of the treaty 
of capitulation and keep possession of 
Madras. The brave sailor was averse to 
a proceeding which would have been 
both a breach of faith and honour, and a 
breach of orders; but he was compelled 
by the storms of the monsoon, which 
drove his ships out to sea, and sank two 
of them with their crews, to demand from 
the English that the articles should be so 
far altered as to allow him longer time to 
remove the company’s goods; and the 
period of evacuation was changed from 
t he 15th of October to the 15th of J anuary. 
This was what Dupleix desired, for he 
proposed, upon the departure of Labour¬ 
donnais, to take possession of Madras 
himself without any attention to the arti- 
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b Capitulation. Leaving part of 
ify Fort St. George, Labourdon- 
fepaiml to Pondicherry as soon as 
her would permit, and proposed 
several plans, to none of which his rival 
would agree. After many quarrels he 
took his departure for France, to answer 
the accusations of his enemies, and to pro¬ 
cure a patronage in the French cabinet 
and East India Company that should 
enable him to return with credit and 
power to India. On his voyage he was 
taken prisoner by a British ship-of-war, 
which brought him to England. As it 
was considered that he had behaved like 
a man of honour and humanity, in the 
capture of Madras, he was received with 
favour and distinction by all ranks, and a 
director of the East India Company offered 
to become security for him with his per-, 
son and property. But the British go¬ 
vernment, then presided over by the Duke 
of Newcastle, desired no security beyond 
the word of Labourdonnais, and permitted 
his immediate return to France. It would 
have been better for him if they had kept 
him in England, for, upon the representa¬ 
tions of Dupleix, he was arrested without 
process and thrown into the Bastille, 
where he pined for three long years.* 
Labourdonnais had scarcely quitted 
Madras, when the Nabob of Arcot Sent 
his son with a numerous army to drive 
the French out of that place. The force 
which Labourdonnais had left behind 
him in Fort St. George exceeded 1200 
men, nearly all native French, and well 
trained and disciplined. The Indians 
were astonished and panic-stricken by 
the rapidity of their artillery; and after 
a very short struggle the nabob’s son fled 
with all his host. Dupleix, backed by a 
remonstrance and prayer signed by all 
the French in Pondicherry, declared La- 
bourdonnais’s treaty of ransom annulled, 
and ordered the officers at Madras to seize 
every article of property there, private or 
public, native or English, except clothes, 
furniture, and the jewels and trinkets of 
the women. These orders were executed 
without compunction; and the English 


* Mill, Hist, of Brit. India, and the French 
and other documents quoted therein. Labour- 
donuais died shortly ut'ter his liberation from the 
Bastille. 


governor and some of the prin 

habitants were carried prisoners 1 _ 

cherry, and exhibited there in a Xind of 
triumph. Dupleix then turned his atten¬ 
tion to Fort St. David, situated only 
twelve miles south from Pondicherry, 
and having in its immediate neighbour¬ 
hood the Indian town of Cuddalore and 
two or three populous villages, all under 
the dominion of the English company. 
On the nigh'; of the 19th of December 
(1746) the Frenchman quitted Pondi¬ 
cherry with 1700 men, Europeans, na¬ 
tives, and Caffres, and he arrived next 
morning under Fort St. David, wherein 
there were only about 200 Europeans and 
100 Topasses. The French had already 
begun to train the native sepoys to Euro¬ 
pean discipline, but the English had de¬ 
layed following the example,* and had 
no disciplined troops of that sort. They 
had, however, hired about 2000 of the 
undisciplined bands of the country, most 
irregularly armed with swords and tar¬ 
gets, bows and arrows, pikes and lances, 
old matchlocks or new English muskets; 
and they had placed about half of this 
force in Cuddalore, which was partly sur¬ 
rounded by water and partly by walls 
flanked by bastions. As for Fort St. 
David, it was small, but much stronger 
than Fort St. George. The Freuc.h, how¬ 
ever, took up an advantageous post, and 
were making sure of the capture and 
plunder of both places, when a large 
native army appeared on their right flank 
and induced them to make a sudden and 
ratiier disastrous retreat, leaving (without 
counting their Indians or Africans) above 
100 in killed and wounded behind them. 
This relieving army had been sent by the 
Nabob of Arcot, instigated by wrath 
against the French for the defeat of his 
son at Madras, and captivated with the 
liberality of the English, who bad pro¬ 
mised him large sums. But the nearness 
of the place to Pondicherry tempted the 
French to make fresh Efforts. On the 
night of the 10th of January, 1747, Du¬ 
pleix embarked 500 men in boats to take 
Cuddalore by surprise. But the wind 
and the surf compelled the Frenchman to 
return to Pondicherry without doing any- 

* Mill. 
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pleix then sent a strong de- 
pm Madras to ravage the na* 
Ory. The French troops acted 
barons manner, and caused still 
more terror than mischief. Shortly after 
four French ships arrived at Pondicherry, 
and Dupleix artfully represented that he 
•was speedily to be reinforced to an im¬ 
mense extent. The nabob began to 
waver; he saw that the English were 
but a handful of men, and he decided, 
with Eastern facility, to change sides and 
join the stronger: he concluded peace 
with the French, recalled the army lie 
had sent to the English, and dispatched 
his son on a visit to Pondicherry, where 
Dupleix got up a fresh show and triumph. 
About the middle of March of the same 
year, 1747, Dupleix again sent his forces 
to capture Cuddaiore and Fort St. David; 
but the Frenchmen had scarcely taken up 
their position when an English squadron, 
under Admiral Griffin, approached the 
road and scared them back to Pondi¬ 
cherry. While they were retreating 
precipitately to Pondicherry the admiral 
landed 100 Englishmen, 200 Topasses, 
and 500 natives, from Bombay and Telli- 
cherry.* Dupleix now apprehended an 
attack by the English on his own head¬ 
quarters ; and, to save his ships, he sent 
them away to Mauritius to wait there till 
they should be joined by a fresh squadron 
from France. In the month of January, 
17^8, Major Laurence, an officer of great 
merit, arrived at Fort St. David with a 
commission to command the whole of the 
company’s forces in India. He had not 
been there long ere Dupleix attempted 
another night, attack on Cuddaiore. Lau¬ 
rence allowed the French to approach 
the very walls of the town, and even to 
apply their scaling ladders; but then, as 
they were fancying the garrison had been 
withdrawn, he met them in the teeth with 
artillery and musketry, and drove them 
away in disorder. Though England had 
then upon her hands a war with Spain, 
France, and Holland, and had only re¬ 
cently recovered from the civil war in 
the northern part of the island caused by 


* The Topussos. whose nam • frequently occurs 
in the history ot‘ our early Indian wars, were na¬ 
tive Christians, the concerts or half caste de¬ 
scendants of tire Portuguese. 


the invasion of the Young Pret\gfct |he 
dispatched nine ships of war unjjej fc- J 
miral Boscawen, to co-operate with eleven 
ships of the company, carrying stores and 
troops. Boscawen arrived at Fort St. 
David on the 9th of August, and, joining 
Admiral Griffin, found himself at the 
head of the largest European force that 
any one power had as yet. possessed in 
India. The land troops brought from 
England amounted to 1400 men. It was 
confidently hoped that the loss of Madras 
would speedily be revenged by the cap¬ 
ture of Pondicherry ; but the siege of the 
French Indian capital was undertaken 
without a sufficient knowledge of the lo¬ 
calities, was conducted with little ability 
or spirit, and was raised when the trenches 
had been opened for thirty-one (lays. 
Dupleix, who was no hero — who always 
carefully kept himself at a distance from 
shot, alleging ‘ that ihe noise of arms in¬ 
terrupted his reflections,” *—made a loud 
boast of the event, and represented it as 
one of the most brilliant victories upon 
record. He wrote letters in .this strain 
to the Indian princes and to the Great 
Mogul himself, and he received in return 
the compliments of those who would have 
changed sides again if the English had 
been successful. The French were re¬ 
garded by the natives as a superior peo¬ 
ple; but before they could avail theni- 
selves of their prestige, peace was con¬ 
cluded in Europe between England and 
France, and hostilities were suspended in 
India. 

During the war the native viceroy of 
Bengal had maintained peace between the 
French and English settled in his domi¬ 
nions ; but the trade of the English com- 
panj was much injured by the incursions 
of tbe Mahrattas, who interrupted com¬ 
munications, and on one occasion carried 
off .‘100 bales of raw silk, the property of 
the company. The still growing dissen¬ 
sions, the wretched weakness and anarchy 
of the whole country, soon encouraged 
the English to persevere in their old 
scheme of territorial aggrandisement. 8a- 
hujee, a Hiudu prince, who, in the .rapid 
revolutions of that country, had gained 


* Mr moire pour M. Dupleix, as cited iu Mill’s 
Hint, Brit. India. But, though no hero himself, 
Dupleix had heroes uuder him. 
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>st tlie throne of Tanjore, repaired 
hrt St. David and entreated the assiet- 
of the English in a war against his 
brother, Pretaupa Sing, who had de¬ 
throned him. As the price of this assist¬ 
ance Sahujee offered the fort and country 
of Devi-Cottah, advantageously situated 
by the banks of the Coleroon on the coast 
of Coromandel. In the beginning of 
April,, 1749, 430 Englishmen and about 
1000 sepoys marched from Fort St. David 
into Tanjore, aud, as a natural beginning 
to the war, directed tlieiv first attacks 
against the fortress, which was to be 
ceded to the company. But Devi-Cottah 
was stronger than was expected; the small 
train of artillery they carried with them 
proved insufficient; they were disap¬ 
pointed in the co-operation of an English 
squadron and of the people of the country, 
which had both been promised them; and 
they marched back to Fort St. David 
foiled and humiliated. The impatience 
of Sahujee to recover his throne, and their 
own eager appetite for territory and do¬ 
minion, soon induced the English to re¬ 
new their attempt. A new expedition 
was fitted out at Fort St. David, the troops 
were landed, a breach was made in the 
walls of Devi-Cottah, the deep river Cole¬ 
roon was crossed by means of a raft, and 
live place was stormed. After some hard 
fighting in the breach and on the ram¬ 
parts behind it a truce was concluded, the 
reigning king of Tanjore, Pretaupa Sing, 
agreeing to yield to the English the town, 
fort, and harbour, together with a terri¬ 
tory adjoining; and the English on their 
part agreeing, not merely to renounce the 
support of Sahujee, for whom and with 
whom they had entered on this war, but 
also to secure his person in order to pre¬ 
vent his giving any further molestation to 
his brother.* It is even said, that, but 
for the rough vet humane sailor, Bos- 
cawen, the English would have delivered 
up their ally to Pretaupa Sing, who, ac¬ 
cording to the practice of the country, 
would have quieted his rivalry for ever 
by steel or poison. Thus, in profiting by 
the vices of the natives, the officers of the 



company did not hesitate in imii _ 
those vices, and profiting by bad faith. 

At the siege of Devi-Cottah, Robert 
Clive, who was eventually to be the real 
founder of the British empire in India, 
greatly distinguished himself; but iu 
heading the storming party he narrowly 
escaped being cut down by the sabre of a 
Tanjore horseman, one of a large party 
of cavalry who issued from a projecting 
tower and attacked the assailants in the 
rear. Clive, who had attracted some at¬ 
tention in the preceding year at the siege 
of Pondicherry, i had entered the com¬ 
pany’s service in a civil capacity, but he 
had very soon thrown down the pen of a 
writer to take up an ensign’s sword. By 
this time he had attained the rank of lieu¬ 
tenant, and was esteemed by the whole 
army as the most enterprising and daring 
of their officers. He was in the twenty- 
fourth year of his age, poor, aftd, compa¬ 
ratively, friendless and illiterate, and his 
chances of patronage, fame, and fortune 
all lay in his sword.* 

> However foully obtained, the posses¬ 
sion of Devi-Cottah was of vast import¬ 
ance to the company: the channel of the 
river Coleroon under that town was ca¬ 
pable of receiving ships of the largest 
burthen,! and this was the more import¬ 
ant, a? till along that coast from Masuli- 
patam to Cape Comorin there was not a 
single port that could receive a vessel of 
300 tons: moreover the neighbouring 
country was rich and fertile, and the strip 
of territory ceded by the treaty one of the 
most fertile spots on the coast. 

But while these events were in progress 
the French, whose policy and operations 
continued to be guided by Dupleix, were 
engaged in transactions of the highest 
moment, and talcing part in a great revo¬ 
lution in the Carnatic, a large tract of 
country extending from the river Kistna 
to the northern branch of the Cauvery. 
The succession to the Carnatic was dis¬ 
puted by a number of princes, and Du¬ 
pleix conceived that by siding with the 


* Orrae History of the Military Transactions 
of the Hiitish Nation in^lndiu.— Mill, Hi -A. of 
Driiiah India.* 


* Sir John Malcolm, Life of Robert Lord 
Olivo; collected from the family papers, com¬ 
municated by the Earl of Powis. 

t There was a sand-bank or bar near tbo 
month of the river; but it was calculated that 
this could easily be removed. 
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gestjoP the claimants, Chunda Saheb, 
Elected a large army, and was 
urting French assistance, he 
__ ri not only vast cessions of ter¬ 
ritory, but by degrees a complete ascen¬ 
dancy in the whole of southern India. In 
addition to the armed disputes for the 
great succession, there were contentions 
equally fierce among the minor princes 
for the possession of other dominions, 
some bordering on the Carnatic, and some 
included in it. A body of 400 French 
soldiers and 2000 sepoys was sent by 
Dupleix from Pondicherry; and in the 
first battle fought with these allies Clmnda 
Saheb saw the most powerful of his rivals 
killed by a ball fired by a Caffre soldier 
in the service of France. Mohammed 
Ali, son to the fallen nabob, fled to Tri- 
chinopoly, a strong city, and the “con¬ 
querors marched to Areot, which surren¬ 
dered at the first summons. From Tri- 
chino’poly Mohammed Ali dispatched en¬ 
voys to the English to solicit their succour, 
aud to promise .the highest of prices for 
their alliance; but the British officers in 
command had received no orders from 
home that could justify their embarking 
upou a scene of such extensive operations ; 
they were few in number, and their whole 
European force only a few companies; 
and, moreover, they were occupied at the 
time in taking possession anew of Madras, 
which had been given up by the French, 
in compliance with the treaty of Aix-la- 
Chapelle. Dupleisafrecommended his In¬ 
dian allies to proceed immediately to 
Trichinopoly in order to reduce that place 
and Kill or capture Mohammed Ali before 
the English should take up arms for him ; 
but Chunda Saheb preferred going to levy 
tribute from the sovereign of Tanjore, 
who had so recently surrendered Devi- 
Cottah to the English. The Kajah of 
Tanjore was compelled to give to the 
French two lacs of rupees and. eighty-one 
villages belonging to Karical, which place 
the French had seized in 173d, and built 
a fort there,* 

In the neighbouring regions of the Dec- 
can— the great and populous country 
which had formerly held dominion over 
the whole of the Carnatic — the succession 



' Sir John Miilcolm, Life of Lord Clive. 


on the death of the Nizam-al-*,^ 

1748, had been disputed between L~, _ 

Nazir Jung, and his grandson Muzufler 
Jung; but the senior prince had prevailed 
over the junior, had taken Muzuffer Jung 
prisoner, and now kept him in irons, car¬ 
rying him in his train wherever he w r ent. 
Nazir Jung and Anwar-ud-Dien, who 
claimed the sovereignty of the Carnatic, 
having united their forces, and drawn into 
their service nearly all the troops the 
Great Mogul had on foot, advanced to 
the Carnatic frontier with an enormous 
army, including 30,000 Mahrattas en¬ 
gaged to act as light cavalry. At the 
approach of this host Chunda Saheb and 
his French allies retreated hastily to Pon¬ 
dicherry. Dupleix by extraordinary ex¬ 
ertions increased the French contingent 
to 2000 men . and added a large body of 
well-disciplined sepoys, together with a 
well-served train of artillery. In the 
mean time the English had managed to 
send some very smalldetachrrients to Tri¬ 
chinopoly to sustain Mohammed Ali, and 
had thrown a few companies into the 
army of the Kajah of Tanjore. Major 
Laurence advanced from Fort St. David 
with reinforcements, and collecting the 
companies in Tanjore he was enabled to 
join the army of Nazir Jung w ith about 
600 Englishmen. But Laurence had 
with difficulty obtained the consent of his 
civil superiors to this active co-operation, 
and he was for some time disturbed by a 
doubt whether he should be justified in 
fighting the French without orders from 
the British government. He, however, 
determined to imitate the French in re¬ 
presenting the English as mere auxiliaries 
and not principals in the war. As Lau¬ 
rence advanced with Nazir Jung's host, 
the French ar.d their allies strongly en¬ 
trenched themselves, and waited the attack 
with full confidence of success. Their 
position was so excellent, that Laurence 
advised Nazir Jung against an attack; but 
the Indian said that it did not become 
the son of the Nizara-al-Mulk to retreat 
before such an enemy. A cannonade was 
therefore begun and the troeps were put 
in motion for a closer attack. At this 
crisis the French corps was completely 
disorganized by the sudden resignation of 
thirteen commissioned officers, who were 
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t p<)t having shared in the booty 
bade in Tanjore. As the de¬ 
fied growing general, M. d’Au- 
, ^who commanded for Dupleix, 
deemed it expedient to quit the field and 
hasten back to Pondicherry. Chunda 
Saheb, whose own troops began to desert, 
saw nothing better to do than to march 
after d’Auteuil. The whole excellent po¬ 
sition was soon abandoned without a 
blow, or a shot fired from it; and for a 
moment the triumph of the allies of the 
English appeared to be fully secured. 
But Nazir -Jung, the real head of this con¬ 
federacy, had little ability and still less 
energy,* and, by refusing to grant to his 
English allies a territory near Madras 
Which had been promised as the reward 
of their co-operation, he provoked Major 
Laurence to return to Fort St. David with 
his 600 men. Nor had Dupleix lost heart 
by his most unexpected misfortune: by 
various arts be pacified the mutinous 
French officers, and put a new spirit into 
their little army; and he opened a secret 
correspondence with some disaffected 
chiefs, the leaders of die Patan troops, in 
the army of his enemy Nazir Jung. 
These Patans were unprincipled and fe¬ 
rocious mercenaries, ever ready to sell 
their services to the highest bidder, or to 
betray their trust for money. Respond¬ 
ing to the overtures of Dupleix, the Patan 
chief's engaged to perform various im¬ 
portant services, and if necessary to mur¬ 
der their present employer Nazir Jung. 
D’Auteuil again took the field, and one 
of his officers with only 300 men was 
allowed to penetrate by night into the 
very heart of the enemy’s camp, and to 
kill upwards of a thousand without losing 
more than two or three of his own people. 
Moreover, another small body of French 
troops sailed to Masulipatam, attacked it 
by surprise in the night, and carried it 
with a trifling loss; and another detach¬ 
ment seized the pagoda of Travadi. only 
fifteen miles to the west of Fort St. David. 
Continuing this career, M. Bussy, the 
Clive of the French, captured by storm 
the hill fort of Gingee, which had been 
deemed impregnable and inaccessible. 
The event struck awe into the natives of 
India, and was viewed with astonishment 
even by Europeans. “It had not yet 



been discovered,” says Maleolrr 
has since been by frequent simA 
cesses in India, that where men rely upon 
steep and high mountains and rugged or 
scarped rocks as defences, other means 
and advantages are neglected; and if the 
assailants overcome those natural obsta¬ 
cles which have been deemed insuperable 
the spirit of the defenders is gone, and 
they seldom if ever offer that bold and 
determined resistance which the same 
troops have been found to do in half- 
walled towns or villages, where, from the 
first, they could confide in nothing but 
their own firmness and courage.” Boon 
after the storming of Gingee, Nazir Jung 
opened, or renewed, a correspondence 
with Dupleix. The wily Frenchman re¬ 
plied to his letters in a friendly manner, 
and drew up a treaty of pacification 
which he professed would satisfy himself 
and his allies and restore the blessings of 
peace to the Carnatic, the unfortunate in¬ 
habitants of which country had suffered 
nearly every extremity of misery from 
this and preceding wars. But at the same 
time Dupleix had fully arranged a revolt 
in Nazir Jung’s camp, and had collected, 
under the high hill of Gingee, a force 
of 4000 men, French or well-disciplined 
sepoys, who were to obey the summons 
of the Patan traitors, and to co-operate 
with them. The doomed subahdar signed 
the treaty as sent to him by Dupleix, and 
returned it to the head-quarters of the 
French; but at the same moment, or 
shortly before the arrival of the peace¬ 
restoring document, there arrived in the 
same camp the concerted summons of the 
Patan conspirators; and the French force 
under the command of M. Delatouche 
silently moved bff to attack nnder cover 
of night the betrayed army of Nazir Jung. 
Delatouche encountered some resistance 
from the rest of the army, but the Patan 
mercenaries remained passive spectators. 
Nazir Jung mounted his war elephant 
and hastened to the lines of the Patan 
chiefs, ignorant of their treachery and 
hoping to excite them to exertion; but as 
he raised himself on the seat of his ele¬ 
phant to salute those ferocious chiefs, two 
carabine balls were fired at his heart, and 
he fell dead at the feet of the traitors, who 
forthwith cut off his head, stuck it upon a 
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exhibited it to the army. This 
enough to effect an instanta¬ 
neous revolution : Muzuffer Jung, the ally 
of the French and of Chunda Saheb, was 
released from his confinement in the camp 
and'installed as Subahdar of the Deccan, 
although there were four brothers of the 
murdered Nazir Jung on the spot.* 

Muzuffer Jung, who had so rapidly 
passed from a prison to a throne, hastened 
to Pondicherry to express his gratitude 
for the friendship and his admiration of 
the policy and decision of Dupleix. As 
substantial proofs of his thankfulness, he 
lavished upon the Frenchman a great part 
of the treasures of Nazir Jung, and nomi¬ 
nated him governor of all the Mogul do¬ 
minions on the coast of Coromandel from 
the river Kistua to Cape Comorin; ap¬ 
pointing his close ally Chunda Saheb his 
deputy in the government of Arcot, But 
the new Subahdar and Dupleix failed in 
satisfying the cupidity of the Patan chiefs, 
who departed for the interior full of ran¬ 
cour and revenge. Mohammed Aii, late 
the ally of the English, sustai ned himself 
within the strong walls of Trichinopoly 
till the assassination of Nazir Jung and 
the union of the Great Mogul’s army with 
the French; but now he tied, and offered 
to resign all claim to the Carnatic, pro¬ 
vided Dupleix would obtain for him from 
the new Subahdar of his own making a 
separate command in some other part of 
the Deccan. In the beginning of the 
year 17*51 it was found necessary to attend 
to insurrections which had broken out — 
not without encouragement from the Eng¬ 
lish. or the native friends of the company 
— .in various parts of the Carnatic; and 
the new Subahdar took the field accom¬ 
panied by, the French contingent, again 
under the command of the brave and 
skilful Bussy. On their march into the 
interior a revolt broke out in part of their 
own army ; and it was discovered that a 

* Colonel Wilkes. Dupleix, to cast off tbe 
infamy of treachery, asserts in his Memoirs, 
that, on receiving the treaty signed by Nazir 
Jung, he wrote off immediately to Delatouche to 
prevent further hostilities, but that his letter 
arrived too late. There may he some doubt as 
to these assertions, but we believe there is none 
as to the fact of M. Delatouche being ignorant of 
the conclusion of tbe treaty when he obeyed the 
summons of the Patan chiefs. 
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mountain-pass in their front was occu^ 
by the fierce Patan chiefs with their hardy 
tribes. Bussy gave instant orders for 
clearing the pass, and this was soon done 
by the French artillery and grape-shot. 
But in pursuing the fugitive Patans the 
new Subahdar received a Patan arrow in 
his brain, which proved as instantaneously 
fatal to him as the carabines had been to 
his predecessor. The native army here¬ 
upon would have packed up their rice- 
kettles to disband and to return to their 
homes; but Bussy instantly proclaimed a 
new Subahdar in the person of Sal a but 
Jung, who happened to be in the camp. 
There was also with the army at the same 
time a son of the arrow-slain Muzuffer 
Jung; but he was a mere child, and no 
attention was ever paid in India or in any 
other of the eastern despotisms to heredi¬ 
tary right, or to any other fixed rule of 
succession. The native army received 
Salabut Jung with acclamations of great 
joy; and he forthwith confirmed to the 
French the splendid grants made by his 
predecessor. The army then continued its 
march to Hyderabad, one of the French 
officers informing Dupleix by letter that 
in a very short time the Mogul would 
tremble on his throne at the name of the 
French. The council of the English 
company were thrown into consternation, 
and almost into despair, by the sudden as¬ 
cendancy acquired by Dupleix, and they 
endeavoured to encourage Mohammed 
Ali, and induce him to break off his nego¬ 
tiations, by which Trichinopoly was to 
have been surrendered to the French. 
Mohammed Ali had courage enough left 
to return to Trichinopoly, and to declare 
that he would hold that important place 
to the last extremity; and hereupon the 
English pledged themselves to support 
and assist him with ships, troops, and 
money. But small was the force tiiat the 
government of Fort St. David could col¬ 
lect for this purpose; and, as Major Lau¬ 
rence had taken his departure for Eng¬ 
land, they were at a loss to know what 
officer they should appoint to the com¬ 
mand of it. As Lieutenant Clive seemed 
too young and too low in rank, they at 
last gave the chief command to one Cap¬ 
tain Cope, who might have been of the 
same stock as Sir John Cope, the hero of 
c 
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With 600 men in all, in- 
^ys, Captain Cope advanced to 
__ _ vhich still adhered to Moham¬ 
med Ali; but he marched back again 
.■without striking a blow for lvis ally, who 
thereupon was speedily besieged in Trichi- 
nopoly by the French and the forces under 
Chunda Sahel). As Trichinopoly, on 
the south bank of the great river Cauvery, 
was a place of vital importance — the only 
place that remained of all the Carnatic in 
the hands of their ally—and as the French 
were proving to them what they might 
expect in their ill-defended factories and 
settlements on the coast, by planting white 
flags in almost every field around their 
boundaries, and in some instances even 
within their limits, the presidency of 
Fort St. David were roused to greater 
exertions, and they collected 500 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 100 Caffres, and 1000 sepoys to 
march to the relief of the besieged city. 
This time the command was given not to 
Captain Cope, but to a Captain Gingen, 
who appears to have been as incompetent 
an officer, as weak and undecided, as 
Cope. Clive went with the expedition, 
but unfortunately merely as commissary 
of provisions. According to the. absent 
Major Laurence, who afterwards wrote 
an account of these early and not very 
honourable operations, “ a fatal spirit of 
division had crept in among our officers, 
so that many opportunities and advantages 
were lost, which gave the country alliance 
but an indifferent opinion of our military 
conduct/' * 

Gingen, about the beginning of April, 
1751, started from Fort St, David, a d at 
nearly the same time Chunda Sa* eb, 
leaving part of his forces in the neighbor r- 
hood of Trichinopoly, began to march . » 
meet him. The opposing armies me» 
near the fort of Volconda, and the English 
behaved in su'd; manner as English troops 
have seldom been guilty of— they fled 
almost at the first shot, leaving their 
Caffres and their sepoys ou the field en¬ 
gaged in an unequal struggle, which these 
mercenaries maintained for some time 
with considerable spirit. Gingen, who 
was calling councils of war and debating 
and wavering when he ought to have 
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beeu fighting, retreated from posicl 
position ; but then, changing his In 
march, lie coutrived eventually to reach 
Trichinopoly and throw himself and his 
forces, considerably reduced, within its 
walls. Chunda Saheb was close at his 
heels, and the siege was renewed. Clive, 
after the disgraceful affair at Volconda, 
had returned straight to Fort St. David to 
storm and swear at the misconduct of our 
officers, and to solicit employment more 
suited to his disposition and abilities. In . 
a lucky hour the council promoted him to 
the rank of captain, adopted a plan which 
his daring genius had formed, and en¬ 
trusted him with the execution of his own 
project. This was nothing less than to 
relieve Trichinopoly by making a sud¬ 
den attack upon Arcot, the capital of the 
Carnatic. Fort St. David and Madras 
were emptied of their troops and left with 
the weakest garrisons, and yet Clive’s de¬ 
tachment when completed did not exceed 
200 Englishmen and 300 sepoys. His 
whole staff of officers counted no more 
than eight, six of whom had never been 
in action, and four of these six being 
young men in the mercantile service of 
the company, who, inflamed by Clive’s 
example, took up the sword to follow him. 
The artillery attached to this force con¬ 
sisted of three light field-pieces. But 
Clive had learnt something while acting 
as commissary, and had taken good care 
to provide supplies of provisions and 
abundant ammunition. He had already 
the forethought of a great commander. 
On the 26th of August, 1751, he started 
from Madras with a confidence of success. 
On the 29th he reached a pagoda about 
forty miles inland, and there received in¬ 
telligence that the fort of Arcot had not 
been drained of its troops for the siege of 
Trichinopoly, but was actually garrisoned 
by HOO men. Nothing daunted, he wrote 
»•»Madras for two eighteen-pounders to be 
st it after him without delay; and con- 
tin ring his march he halted on the 31st 
within ten miles of Arcot. The country 
people, or the scouts employed by the 
enemy, reported with consternation that 
they had seen the English inarching 
without concern through a terrible storm 
of thunder, lightning, and rain. This 
was considered as a fearful omen by the 
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CLIVE’S GLORIOUS DEFENCE OF ARGOT. 


'ison, who instantly abandoned 
A few hours after their depar- 
; and his men entered the city, 
d no walls or defences, and, 
marching through the streets in the midst 
of tens of thousands of timid spectators, 
they took possession of the fort, where 
they found eight pieces of cannon from 
four to eight pounders, a great heap of 
lead for shot, and abundance of gunpow¬ 
der. The merchants of Arcot had for 
security deposited their goods in the fort: 
Clive scrupulously respected this pro¬ 
perty, and allowed some three or four 
thousand persons to remain in their houses 
or dwellings which were situated within 
the fort. All this procured him many 
friends among the natives, who cared 
little for either of the parties contending 
for dominion over them; and it enabled 
him to obtain provisions and such mate¬ 
rials as might be wanted to sustain a siege 
—for he could scarcely hope to be left 
with such a scanty force in undisturbed 
possession of his enemy’s capital. But 
before the besiegers should ga ther around 
him from afar, this precocious and self- 
taught general resolved to scatter the ex¬ 
garrison of the fort, who lingered in the 
neighbourhood, and who might recover 
from their panic. On the 4th of Septem¬ 
ber lie marched out with the greater part 
of his men and four field-pieces; and he 
soon discovered 600 horse and 500 foot 
drawn up in battle array. They had a 
field- piece managed by two or three 
Europeans, from which they fired at a 
great distance. They killed a camel and 
wounded a sepoy; but as soon as the 
English got within musket-shot they fled 
to the hills in their rear. Clive then re¬ 
turned to the fort of Arcot. 

On the 6th he made another excursion 
into the country, and found the enemy 
nearly at the same spot where he had 
found them before; but their number now 
appeared to be nearly doubled, and they 
had two field-pieces with them instead of 
one. Moreover, they had chosen their 
ground with some skill, in a grove en¬ 
closed with a bank and a ditch, and hav¬ 
ing in front an old tank almost dry and 
choked up. They fired their field-pieces 
smartly as Clive advanced, and killed 
three English soldiers. But the line with 



Clive at its head advanced more l7k 
upon which the enemy, not thii _ 
themselves safe in the grove, ran into the 
old tank, the banks of which were strong 
and high. Well under cover, they could 
scarcely be touched by the fire of the 
English line, and they were enabled to 
wound several of Clive’s people. He 
therefore withdrew his troops to the rear 
of some buildings, and then detached a 
platoon to attack the tank on one of its 
sides, and threw forward another platoon 
in its front. Both gained the ridge of the 
bank and gave their fire at the same in¬ 
stant amongst numbers crowded together 
in the tank. The next minute there was 
no one in that enclosure except the killed 
—the enemy were in headlong flight. 
Close to the scene of action stood a village 
and the Indian fort of Titnery. Clive 
took possession of the village and sum¬ 
moned the fort; but the governor knew 
he had no battering cannon, and refused 
to surrender; and, after throwing a few 
shells into the fort from a cohorn mortar, 
Clive marched back to Arcot and em¬ 
ployed his men in repairing the works of 
that crazy fortress. The enemy, seeing 
that he made no more sallies, conceived 
that he was beginning to be afraid of 
them; and, having raised their force to 
•'1000 fighting men, they encamped within 
three miles of the town. On the night of 
the 14th of September, when they were 
buried in sleep, Clive burst into their 
camp, committed a great slaughter, and 
put them all to flight, without losing a 
single man. At this time the two eigh¬ 
teen pounders which he had demanded 
were on their way from Madras, escorted 
only by a few sepoys. Knowing that the 
enemy had occupied part of the road and 
taken possession of a strong pagoda, in the 
intention of intercepting this escort, Clive 
sent out thirty Englishmen and fifty 
sepoys with a field-piece to dislodge them 
from the pagoda. The detachment found 
that the pagoda was abandoned, but that 
the enemy had retreated to a fort on ♦he 
road, where they were continually rein¬ 
forced. Upon this intelligence Clive 
sent on nearly his whole force, remaining 
in the fortress with only thirty Europeans 
and fifty sepoys, while there were from 
3000 to 4000 natives within the same 
c 2 
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enemy hereupon changed 
and, quitting all the posi- 
1 occupied on the road, they 
hastily to Arcot, hoping to carry 
the fort by assault. During the night 
they completely surrounded the fort with 
horse and foot; and on the following 
morning they opened a fire of musketry 
upou the ramparts from some adjacent 
houses which overlooked them. As this 
attack produced no effect, a large body of 
horse and foot, mixed and in disorder, 
advanced to the outer gate of the fort, with 
a terrific din of voices and warlike music; 
but a few hand-grenades thrown amongst 
them frightened the horses, which knocked 
down and galloped over tile foot; and 
cavalry and infantry soon disappeared. 
About an hour after, a similar attack was 
followed by an equally quick repulse: and 
between night and morning the mass of 
Clive’s little force, with the sepoys and 
the two precious battering cannon from 
Madras, appeared on the skirts of the 
town. The enemy then packed up and 
fled, and Clive quietly opened his gates to 
receive his people. During the attack the 
natives in the fort, well satisfied with his 
kind treatment, remained perfectly quiet. 

As had been expected, Chunda with¬ 
drew the greater part of his forces from 
Trichmopoly: he did not march with 
them himself, but sent his son, Rajah 
Salieb, who entered the town of Arcot 
with 4000 house and foot and 150 French 
from Pondicherry, and fixed his head¬ 
quarters in the palace of the nabob. Be¬ 
ing joined by the forces previously col¬ 
lected in the neighbourhood, Chunda 
found himself at the head of 10,000 men, 
and with these he prosecuted a siege 
against a contemptible fort defended by 
Clive’s little band. Yet on the 24th the 
English commander made a sally with 
the view of driving Rajah Saheb from 
the palace and the town, or, if he failed 
in that, of striking terror into the native 
troops by the excess of his audacity. But 
after a fight in the streets he was com¬ 
pelled by the artillery of the French to 
fall back into the fort. Had there been 
none but native troops both palace and 
town would have been cleared. In this 
day’s sortie Clive lost fifteen of his Eng¬ 
lish soldiers, and one of his best officers, 


who sacrificed his own life in pHq 
that of his commander.* Mqrej 
Lieutenant Revel, his only artillery oil 
cor, was disabled. 

He was now cooped up within the walls 
of the fortress, which were in many 
places falling to ruin. These walls were 
more than a mile in circumference; the 
rampart too narrow to admit the firing of 
artillery; the parapet was low and weak; 
the towers were only capable of receiving 
one cannon each; and the ditch was 
fordable in most places, and perfectly 
dry and choked up in others. Tho 
houses already mentioned as overlooking 
the ramparts were soon filled with troops, 
and good French marksmen picked off 
several of the English garrison. At 
midnight, when the enemy had retired 
from their advanced positions, an attempt 
was made to blow up these houses, but it 
failed, and was the cause of depriving 
Clive of the services of another of his 
officers. He had now only four officers 
fit for duty. In order to husband the 
provisions within the fort, he sent away 
all the natives except a few artificers. 
For fourteen days the enemy prosecuted 
the siege with musketry from the houses 
and a bombardment from four mortars. 
Several of the English were killed, and 
more were wounded on the ramparts, 
though they only showed their heads 
above the parapet. Clive himself had 
several hair-breadth escapes: three ser¬ 
geants, who at different times singly at¬ 
tended him in visiting the works, were 
killed at his side. On the 24th of Octo¬ 
ber the French, who had hitherto had no 
battering cannon, received from Pondi¬ 
cherry two eighteen pounders and seven 
pieces of smaller calibre. A well-served 
battery was then opened, and at their 
very first shot the French dismounted 
one of Clive’s eighteen-pounders, and at 
the next entirely disabled it. The Eng¬ 
lish mounted their other eighteen-pound¬ 
er, but this too was soon dismounted, and 
was employed afterwards only in those 
parts of the fort where it was not exposed 


* This was Lieutenant Trenwith, who, seeing 
a sepoy from a window taking aim at Clive, 
pulled him on one side; upon which the sepoy, 
changing his aim, shot Trenwith through the 
body. 
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Ke^rench artillery. In six days the 
Treat down all the wall between 
the towers, and made a practicable 
breach fifty feet wide. But, while they 
were making this breach, Clive, with re¬ 
markable ingenuity, was making a deep 
trench, and erecting palisades and a 
strong parapet behind it; and he planted 
one of his field-pieces on one of the tow¬ 
ers which flanked the breach, and two 
small pieces of cannon on the flat roof of 
a house within the fort, and just opposite 
to the ‘entrance which the French guns 
had made. The besiegers, aware of these 
preparations, would not venture into the 
breach until they should effect another 
in an opposite direction. They had 
burst one of their eighteen-pounders, but 
they carried the remaining one, with a 
nine-pounder, to a new battery which 
they had erected on the opposite side of 
the fort. Within that precinct Clive had 
found one of those enormous cannons 
which Turks, Persians, and other Orien¬ 
tals have always so much admired. Ac¬ 
cording- to the local tradition, this monster 
gun had been sent from Delhi by the Em¬ 
peror Aurungzebe, and had been drawn 
by 1000 yoke of oxen. Clive raised a 
mound of earth to such a height as com¬ 
manded the nabob’s palace over the roofs 
of the houses that lay between : he hoisted 
the great gun on this mound, and, having 
found some iron ball which had been 
east for the gun, he loaded and fired. 
The ponderous ball went right through 
the palace, to the terror of Rajah Sa- 
heb and his principal officers there as*- 
sembled. But, as every charge took 
thirty pounds of powder, Clive ordered 
that the gun should be fired only once 
a-day. On the fourth day the monster 
burst. Both in imitation and retaliation 
the enemy raised a mound opposite one 
ot the gates, and put two pieces of cannon 
upon it; but before they could well be¬ 
gin their fire Clive brought his reserved 
eighteen-pounder to bear upon it, and in 
less than an hour the mound gave way 
and tumbled down with the fifty men 
perched upon it. The company’s agents 
at Madras and Fort St. Dadd, informed of 
the desperate contest in which Clive was 
engaged, determined to make an effort to 
relieve him ; but so limited were their 




means, that all they could do was I 
100 English soldiers and 200 sepoys, un¬ 
der the command of Lieutenant Innis. 
This party, who had no cannon, were 
attacked on the road between Madras and 
Arcot by 2000 native troops, who had 
with them two field-pieces served by Eu¬ 
ropeans ; and Innis, after a sharp contest 
in which he lost twenty English soldiers 
and two officers, thought it prudent to 
face about and return to Madras. Clive 
and his reduced garrisou thus seemed left 
alone to their fate; but the gallant de¬ 
fence they had made had produced a deep 
impression far and near, and the fickle 
nature of Indian alliances and compacts 
soon gave him more than a gleam of 
hope. 

At the distance of about thirty miles 
from Arcot there lay encamped a body of 
6000 Mahrattas, under the command of 
Morari Kow, a chief of more energy than 
conscience. Clive, surrounded as he was, 
found means to send a messenger to this 
chief; and the messenger soon returned 
safe to the fort with a letter in which 
Morari Row stated that he would not de¬ 
lay a moment to send a detachment to 
the assistance of such brave men as the 
defenders of Arcot, whose behaviour had 
now% for the first time, convinced him 
that the English knew how to fight. Yet 
all that these Mahrattas did when they 
came was to plunder and spe fire to some 
houses in the outskirts of the town, for 
they would not venture to attack the bar¬ 
ricades which had been erected in every 
street and in every avenue leading to the; 
besieged fort. In their advance; or in 
their retreat they, however, intercepted 
some ammunition destined for the be¬ 
siegers. In the mean-while the French 
guns had made a second breach, and 
Clive had counterworked it as he had 
done the first. This second breach was 
nearly thirty yards wide ; but the ditch 
there was deep and full of water. On 
the 14th of November, the great festival 
in commemoration of the murder of the 
holy brothers Hassan and Hussein, when 
the Mohammedans of India quicken their 
fanaticism with opium and with bang, 
Rajah Salieb and his French allies re¬ 
solved to storm the fort through its two 
opposite breaches. Elephant! with large 
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ps yf. iron fixed on their foreheads 
up to tlie gates *is if they 
xj^oufdjbave battered them down, and in 
the rear of these enormous animals 
marched or scrambled a multitude of 
men on foot. This first essay was sig¬ 
nally unfortunate, for the elephants, be¬ 
ing wounded by the men on the ramparts, 
rushed madly round, threw down the 
rabble rout, trampled a good many of 
them to death, and then went'off with 
their probosees in the air. The work in 
the breaches w as more serious. In front 
of the first (to the north-west) the ditch 
was fordable, and there hundreds upon 
hundreds, drunk and furious with their 
wild devotion and the drugs working on 
their stomachs and brains, rushed across 
and entered the mortal gap. Some of 
these aspirants after the higher paradise 
even got across the trench which Clive 
had dug behind the breach. He let them 
come on almost to the palisade before he 
gave fire; but then he opened upon them 
with two pieces of cannon and with his 
musketry, and every shot and bullet told 
on their confused mass. They went back 
shrieking; but others crowded through 
the breach, and when these were driven 
off they were still succeeded by others. 
The fire of small arms from the palisade 
and parapet never slackened for a mo¬ 
ment, for Clive’s men who were behind 
kept loading the muskets and handing 
them to the front rank as fast as they 
could discharge them. The musketry, 
the two cannon, and some bombs which 
Clive had prepared with short fusees, at 
length drove back the bravest or maddest 
of the assailants, and strewed nearly every 
foot of ground with their dead or wounded. 
But in the meantime they were attempt¬ 
ing the other breach. To cross the deep 
water of the ditch they had prepared a 
raft, which they launched with seventy 
men upon it. This breach, like the 
other, was flanked on either side by a 
tower, and in]each of the towers there was 
one field-piece. Observing that his men 
were firing with bad aim, and that the raft 
was drawing near without injury, Clive 
ran into one of the towers, took the ma¬ 
nagement of the field-piece into his own 
hands, and fired with such precision that 
in three or - four discharges the raflt was 



broken to pieces and the sevenr 
tumbled into the ditch—of whom 
were drowned, some killed by shot in the 
water, and some enabled to escape by 
swimming. All further attempts at 
storming were abandoned. The enemy 
had lost 400 in killed and wounded, few 
of whom were Europeans, lor during the 
storm most of the French troops were ob¬ 
served drawn up and looking on at a dis¬ 
tance. As for Clive, he had only four 
English killed and two sepoys wounded. 
So many of his garrison being disabled 
by wounds or sickness, the number which 
repulsed the storm was no more than 
eighty English, officers included, and 120 
sepoys, and these, besides serving five 
pieces of cannon, expended T2,000 mus¬ 
ket cartridges during the attack. The 
enemy, after a pause of two hours, re¬ 
newed their fire upon the fort with mus¬ 
ketry from the houses and with their 
cannon; but this was a mere waste of 
powder and shot, and at two o’clock in 
the afternoon they requested leave to 
carry off and bury their dead. Clive 
allowed them two hours. At four o’clock 
they once more opened their fire, nor did 
they again cease till two hours after mid- 
niglit, when of a sudden a dead silence 
ensued. When day broke Clive learned 
that the whole army had abandoned Art ot 
in haste and confusion. lie instantly 
threw open a gate and marched into their 
desercetl quarters, where he found four 
pieces of artillery, four mortars, and a 
large quantity of ammunition. Thus 
ended the siege of the fort of Arcot, 
which had lasted fifty days, and which, 
in a military point of view, had been 
highly honourable to all engaged in the 
defence. It established Clive’s character 
as a soldier, and it raised the reputation 
of English arms in India from the lowest 
to the very highest pitch.* It has been 


* Orme. — The English troops engaged had 
never been under fire before this campaign. 
The sepoys acting with them behaved with great 
gallantry and testified a warm 'affection for their 
white comrades. When provisions were becom¬ 
ing scarce in the fort the sepoys pToposed that 
Clive should limit them to canjco, the water in 
which the rice is boiled, and which resembles 
very thin gruel. 4 ‘ It is,” said they, “ sufficient 
for our support: the Europeans require the- 
grain .”—Sir John Malcolm t Life of Lord C/ire. 
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ompetent judge that Clive, who 
^Ime had neither read military 
hor conversed with men capable of 
giving him much instruction in the art 
of war, had employed all the resources 
which are dictated by the best masters 
that he acted like an experienced general 
from the beginning—that he was born a 
soldier.* 

On the evening of the day on which 
the enemy fled from Arcot a detachment 
from Madras, consisting of 150 English 
with four field-pieces, under the com¬ 
mand of Captain Kilpatrick, arrived 
safely at Arcot. Leaving, a small garri¬ 
son in the fort, Cine set out on the 19th 
of November to pursue the enemy, with 
200 English, 700 sepoys, aud three field- 
pieces. Being joined by a small body of 
Mahratta horse sent to him by Morari 
Row, he gave the enemy battle at a place 
called Arnee, and, though they were 300 
French and more than 2000 natives, horse 
and foot, with four field-pieces, he com¬ 
pletely routed them, and the French were 
only saved from destruction from the 
darkness of the night. The valour of the 
Mahrattas was encouraged by the booty 
they made, for they took 400 horses and 
Chunda Saheb’s military chest, containing 
100,000 rupeees. Six hundred sepoys, 
who had been serving the French, imme¬ 
diately deserted with their arms and 
accoutrements, and joined Clive ; and the 
killadar or governor of Arnee abandoned 
the cause of Chunda Saheb and the 
French, and declared for Mohammed Ali 
and the English. With admirable ra¬ 
pidity Clive next proceedcd to Conjeve- 
ram, made a breach in that strong pagoda, 
and forced the French to fly from it by 
night. After destroying the defences of 
this place, and strengthening the garrison 
that he had left at Arcot, Clive returned 
to Fort St. David to report his successes 
and to suggest bolder and wider opera¬ 


* Major Laurence, Na.rative. We suspect 
'uwever, that since liis arrival in India Clive 
hail assisted his natural genius with some careful 
study of a few books. It is mentioned, indeed, 
that in the governor’s house at Fort St. George 
there was a good library open at all times to the 
young writer; and that Clive, during the fir?t 
year or two of his residence in India, through 
poverty and pride, shyness, and a sense of his de¬ 
ficient education, led a very secluded life. 



tions. Mohammed Alt, instead < 
besieged in Trichinopoly, saw the country 
open to him and a great part of the Car¬ 
natic submissive to his will. He was 
joined by some of Morari Row’s Mnh- 
rattas, eager for lighting, or rather for 
plunder, who were incensed at Captain 
Gingen, for refusing to take the field 
with his small English force. “ These,” 
said they, “ are mi the same kind of men 
we saw light so gallantly at Arcot.” But 
Clive had not been long at Fort St. David 
when the enemy re-assembled, and with 
4BOO natives, horse and foot, 400 French, 
and a train of artillery, began to ravage 
the company’s territory and the districts 
which had declared for Mohammed Ali. 
Early in February (1752) Clive, having 
been reinforced from Bengal, went out to 
meet them with 380 English, 1300 sepoys, 
and six field-pieces. Such was the terror 
of his name that they retreated before 
him, abandoning one strong position afier 
another. Lengthening and quickening 
his marches, he, however, came up with 
them at the village of Covrepauk, defeated 
them after a hard-fought battle, and took 
nine pieces of cannon and sixty French¬ 
men. Fifty Frenchmen and. 300 sepoys 
were found dead upon the field. Clive’s 
loss included forty English and thirty 
sepoys killed, and a much greater number 
were wounded. Chunda Saheb’s troops 
dispersed and fled to their homes, and 
the French made all the haste they could 
to the protecting walls of Pondicherry. 

Clive, the conqueror, returned to Fort 
St. David, where the presidency deter¬ 
mined to dispatch him to Trichinopoly. 
But just at this juncture Major Laurence 
returned from England and took the 
command as superior officer. Laurence, 
however, who was wholly devoid of pro¬ 
fessional jealousy, and who had the 
warmest admiration for the daring seif- 
taught soldier, took Clive with him when 
he set out for Trichinopoly, with 400 
English, 1100 sepoys, and eight field- 
pieces. As 20,000 Hindus from the 
kingdom of Mysore and 6000 Mahrattas 
were ready to co-operate w ith the Eng¬ 
lish, the troops of Chunda Saheb and the 
French, who had again gathered in tiie 
neighbourhood of Trichinopoly, broke up 
in dismay, the French retreating to a 
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in Sefingham, an island 
y j the rivers Coleroon and Can¬ 
did burning port of their baggage 
provisions which they could not 
transport with them. By the advice of 
Clive, Major Laurence divided his small 
force, and sent a detachment across the 
Coleroon to intercept the enemy’s sup¬ 
plies. Clive had the command of this 
detachment, end performed his duty so 
effectually that the French soon, began to 
feel the horrible approaches of famine. 
Dupleix from Pondicherry sent M. 
d’Aiifeuil to supply and reinforce the 
French on the island ; but d’Auteuil was 
driven back by some «of the troops of 
Major Laurence, forced into an old fort, 
and there compelled to surrender with all 
his convoy. A few days after the French 
at Seringliam capitulated and became 
prisoners of war; and their ally Chunda 
Saheb, who had so recently been lord of 
the Carnatic, finding himself deserted by 
the last of his troops, fled to the camp of 
his enemies and surrendered to the gene¬ 
ral of the Tanjore forces, a wily Hindu, 
who had promised him protection, and 
who now put him in irons. Forthwith a 
violent dispute arose between Mohammed 
Ali, the Mahratta chiefs, the Rajah of 
Mysore, and the Tanjorines, who each 
and all claimed the person of the prisoner. 
To put an end to this quarrel, Major 
Laurence proposed that the fallen poten¬ 
tate should for the present be delivered 
up to the English; but the disputants 
separated without coming to any agree¬ 
ment, and before the discussion could be 
renewed the Tanjorines cut off the head 
of Chunda Saheb and sent it to his now 
fortunate rival Mohammed Ali, who ex¬ 
hibited it as a trophy to his army. Lau¬ 
rence and Clive have both been blamed 
for suffering this foul assassination, but it 
will appear on a candid examination of 
the facts that neither they nor any of 
their allies had any foreknowledge or 
anticipation of the deed, which sprung 
from the jealousy and ferocity of the 
Tanjore chief, over whom they had uo 
control. 

The English were now eager to ad¬ 
vance against the fortress of Gingee, the 
oply place in the Cafnatic which remained 
to tlieir enemies; but fresh and far more 



violent disputes broke, out among 
allies and retarded their march. 
hour of his greatest weakness and distress 
Mohammed Ali, to obtain the assistance 
of the Regent of Mysore, had solemnly 
promised him the city and territory ot 
Trichinopoiy, and the Mysorean now 
claimed immediate possession of that im¬ 
portant city. When Laurence spoke with 
Mohammed Ali, that nabob treated the 
whole matter in a truly Indian manner, 
saying that the Regent of Mysore could 
not but know that when he made such a 
promise he never intended to fulfil it. 
After some time lost in altercation the 
nabob consented tha t the fort of Tvichiuo- 
poly should be delivered up to the Regent 
of Mysore in two months; but, having 
no reliance on his faith, the Mysorean 
troops refused to quit the place, and in¬ 
duced some of the Mahrattas to remain 
with them. As the troops of Tanjore and 
other auxiliaries had marched to their 
homes, the English had few or none to 
advance with them to Gingee, except the 
sepoys in their own pay. They inarched 
nevertheless to that strong place, which 
was held by a brave and well-trained 
French garrison, sustained a repulse, and 
were obliged to retreat with some loss. 
This gave new encouragement to Du¬ 
pleix, whose schemes were still as exten¬ 
sive as ever, and who resolved to leave 
no art, no force, no means, foul or fair, 
untried, to establish the supremacy of the 
French all over the Carnatic. Well ac¬ 
quainted with the dissensions prevailing 
between Mohammed Ali and the Regent 
of Mysore, he opened a seeret eorrespo.ud- 
ence with the Mysoreans and the Mah¬ 
rattas, hoping to break the confederacy 
into pieces by force of intrigue and the 
vehemence of their own passions. In 
these labours it is said he derived won¬ 
derful assistance from his wife, who wan 
born in India, and perfectly understood 
not only the languages but also the cha¬ 
racter of the natives. In his union w ith 
this lady, who is described as being even 
more ambitious than himself, we may 
probably find the caxise of the essentially 
Oriental spirit of most of his proceedings. 
In a very short time Major Laurence w as 
recalled to the neighbourhood of Fort St. 
David by intelligence that Dupleix had 
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THE FRENCH DEFEATED NEAR BA1I00R. 


peg considerable army on foot. With 
^nsh, 1700 sepoys, 4000 troops 
pay of Mohammed All, and nine 
field-pieces, he encountered this French 
army near Bahoor, only two miles from 
Fort St. David, and obtained a victory 
which would have been far more com¬ 
plete if the nabob’s troops had not thought 
more of plundering than fighting. Lau¬ 
rence was now enabled to detach Clive to 
Coveloug, an important fort in the Car¬ 
natic, about twenty miles south of Madras 
The force which Clive took with him 
consisted of 200 recruits who had just 
been landed at Madras, and who are re¬ 
presented as being the very refuse of the 
jails of London, and of 500 newly raised 
sepoys. But as Clive had become a ge¬ 
neral as if by inspiration, so had he the 
faculty of making soldiers in a week out 
of vagabonds and cut-purses. With this 
force and with four 24-pounders he at¬ 
tacked Covelong, which mounted 30 
pieces of cannon, and was garrisoned by 
50 French and 300 sepoys. At first the 
jail-birds showed some trepidation, but 
Clive shamed them out of their fears by 
exposing himself to the hottest of the 
fire, and by the time the fort surrendered 
they were heroes. The morning after 
the surrender of Covelong, Ensign Jo¬ 
seph Smith discovered a large body of 
troops advancing, and correctly judged. 


i§L 


that this must be a detachment^_ 

Chingliput intended to relieve Covelong. 
Clive instantly took every precaution to 
conceal from this corps that the fort had 
fallen; and then he laid an ambuscade in 
their route. The French fell into the 
trap, and the very first volley fired by 
the concealed English killed„or wounded 
100 men. The rest threw' down their 
arms and fled or surrendered. The 
French officer commanding, 25 Euro¬ 
peans and 250 sepoys, with two pieces of 
cannon, were taken. Clive next pro¬ 
ceeded with all possible rapidity to 
Chingliput, which w as about 40 miles to 
the south-west of Covelong, the fort be¬ 
ing completely defended on one side by a 
lake, and on another by a swamp; it was 
moreover surrounded by a broad and 
deep ditch. Clive presently erected a 
battery within 200 yards of the outer 
wall;, made a breach, and prepared to 
storm; but the French commandant 
called a parley and surrendered the place 
on condition of being allow ed the honours 
of war. The French garrison evacuated 
Chingliput on the 31st of October (1752) 
and marched to Pondicheriy; Clive re¬ 
turned to Madras, and, finding his health, 
which had never been very robust, greatly 
impaired by the incessant fatigues he had 
undergone, he proceeded to England by 
the first ship. 
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CHAPTER III 



CLIVli’a ABSENCE FROM INDIA. 


Clive’s back was scarcely turned when 
Dupleix’s diplomacy and intrigue ob¬ 
tained the most signal triumphs. The 
Regent of Mysore, perceiving that Mo¬ 
hammed A)i had not the remotest inten¬ 
tion of gratifying him with the possession 
of Triemnopoly, abruptly broke his alli¬ 
ance and joined the French, and his ex¬ 
ample was followed by Morari Row, the 
chief of the Mahrattas, who considered 
that they had not been allowed their fair 
share of booty. Still further to increase 
this defection, Dupleix opened negotia¬ 
tions with the Mohammedan governor of 
Vellore, and he gained this chief by flat¬ 
tering him with the hope of obtaining the 
nabobship of the Carnatic. Joined by 
the troops of these recent allies of the 
English, the French advanced once more 
to Trieliinopoly, and laid close siege to 
that place. Major Laurence soon disco¬ 
vered the defection of the Mahrattas, and 
he ordered an attack upon a part of their 
forces which yet remained within his 
reach. This attack was led under cover 
of the night by Captain Dalton, who pe¬ 
netrated their camp and committed some 
slaughter. But shortly after the Mah¬ 
rattas made an attack upon an advanced 
post of the British, and cut to pieces 70 
English and about 300 sepoys. Captain 
Dalton turned out of the city a large body 
of Mysoreans who were still pretending 
to be friends. Neither Mahrattas nor. 
Mysoreans had any inclination tojft(t^mpt| 
the reduction of the fort *by storm bu* 
they hoped to be able to reduce it by fa¬ 
mine. They watched every avenue to 
the place as closely as they could, they 
kept parties of horse constantly scouring 
the country to intercept the supplies, they 
prohibited the introduction of any kind of 
provisions, and they cut off the noses of 
those w hom they caught attempting to 


infringe their orders. The magazines in 
Trichinopoly had been intrusted to the 
care of a. brother of Mohammed Ali; yet, 
when Captain Dalton found it necessary 
to inspect the stores, he found that this 
man had taken advantage of the scarcity 
in the city to sell at a high price a consi¬ 
derable part of the rice and other provi¬ 
sions, and that what remained would suf¬ 
fice only for the consumption of a few 
days. Captain Dalton made his situation 
known to Major Laurence, who had re¬ 
tired to Madras, but who immediately 
took the field and marched to his relief. 
Laurence" arrived at Trichinopoly on the 
6th of May (17 53), but the hurried march 
and the heat of the weather had proved 
fatal to several of his English troops, who 
had died upon the road, and above a hun¬ 
dred more were sick and helpless and 
only fit for the hospital. No attempt was 
however made to intercept him or to pre¬ 
vent his entrance into the place. When 
his forces were joined to those of Captain 
Dalton they did not exceed 500 English 
and 2000 sepoys: there was indeed quar¬ 
tered in the town a body of Mohammed 
Ali’s force, but these fellows were ill paid 
and mutinous. Provisions now found 
their way into the town; hut Dupleix 
find his allies made stitch exertions that 
in a short time nearly 30,000 men, in¬ 
cluding about, 500 French, were gathered 
round the place. Major Laurence made 
several sorties, and even attempted to 
drive the enemy from the strong pagoda 
of Seringham, which they had again oc¬ 
cupied ; but he failed, and was compelled 
to retire with some loss. The French 
drew nearer and made an attack upon a 
post called the Golden Rock, which Lau¬ 
rence had established in order to keep open 
his communications with the country. 
The post was defended by sepoys, who 
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efore the impetuous attack of 
and the French flag was 
. the rock. Laurence sent his 
grenadiers to recover the important posi¬ 
tion, and it was soon recovered at the 
point of the bayonet; hut, as the whole 
French force came up to support their 
comrades, a general action ensued, in 
which the Mysore army and the Mahratta 
cavalry took part. The Mahrattas occa¬ 
sional fy made a charge and did some mis¬ 
chief, but the Mysoreans kept themselves 
at a respectful distance in the rear: the 
stern contest was only between the British 
and the French; but the British bayonet 
finished the day, and the French fled from 
the field, leaving three field-pieces behind 
them. Laurence returned triumphantly 
to the -walls of Trichinopoly; but liis 
loss, considering the small number of his 
troops, was considerable, and forced him 
to confess that one or two more victories 
of the same kind would have ruined him. 
The Indian Kajah of Tanjore professed 
to remain steady to the English interest, 
but he sent little or no assistance to Trichi¬ 
nopoly. It was now resolved that Ma¬ 
jor Laurence should proceed with Mo¬ 
hammed Ali to the Tanjore frontier, in 
order to obtain from the rajah the fulfil¬ 
ment, of some of his promises. At the 
hour of departure Mohammed Ali’s own 
troop assembled in the court of the palace, 
declaring that they would not allow him 
to depart until he had paid their arrears. 
English bayonets opened a path through 
these mutinous natives; but as soon as 
the nabob was gone they went over in a 
body to the enemy.* The journey to the 
Tanjore frontier was however very suc¬ 
cessful, for the rajah sent 3000 horse and 
2000 foot under the command of Monack- 
gee, the general who had assassinated 
Chunda Saheb, to co-operate with the 
English and the forces of Mohammed 
Ali. Moreover, Laurence was now joined 
by 170 British soldiers who had just ar¬ 
rived from England, and by 300 natives 
who enrolled as sepoys. Thus reinforced, 
with his carts well loaded with provi- 

* These fellows gave ..notice to Captain Dalton 
of their intention, and requested, as a last favour, 
that he would not fire upon them. Dalton, glad 
to be rid of them, told them that they might go 
without any fear 



sions, and with some thousands ofi 
locks in his train, Laurence returned 
v ards Trichinopoly. The French made 
a spirited attempt to cut off his convoy 
and impede his entrance into the town, 
but they were again repelled by the bayo¬ 
nets of the English grenadiers, and Lau¬ 
rence and the nabob got to their old quar¬ 
ters without loss or damage. The French 
and their allies made no progress in re¬ 
ducing Trichinopoly, and the English and 
their allies had not sufficient force to com¬ 
pel them to raise the blockade. TheFrench 
employed all their efforts in cutting off 
the supplies, and the English all theirs 
to keep the place sufficiently victualled. 
Many encounters took place, in one of 
which M. Astruc and several French 
officers were taken prisoners. Months 
were passed in this manner in foraging 
and skirmishing. In the autumn a party 
of Laurence’s troops took Weyconda, a 
post of some strength, and the French and 
their allies then retired from the vicinity 
of Trichinopoly, apparently with the in¬ 
tention of giving up the blockade. But 
on the 20th of November, when Laurence 
was fifteen miles from the town, and when - 
the Tanjore troops had quitted him to 
return to their homes, he was startled by 
news of an attack made by the French on 
Trichinopoly. Before he reached that 
town he was, however, gladdened by the 
intelligence that the few English and the 
sepoys within it had repulsed the French 
with a terrible loss. For two or three 
months there was a complete suspension 
of arms in this part of the Carnatic. 

But in the mean time M. Bussy, who 
took his departure for Hyderabad in 1752 
to establish Salabut Jung in the sove¬ 
reignty of the Deccan, had gone through 
a series of brilliant and romantic adven¬ 
tures, had penetrated further into the 
country than any European army had 
hitherto gone, and had to all appearance 
consolidated the authority of his ally. 
Bussy had been living with ali the pomp 
and splendour of a vizier or a sultan at 
Golconda, and directing all the measures 
of Salabut Jung’s government. To expel 
the French and their allies, and to place 
upon the throne of the Deccan Ud-Dien, 
the prince of the Mogul’s choice, every 
exertion was made that the reduced means 
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crov would allow ; an army of 
0 t who were ever ready to sell 
_riwices. to any party, or to em¬ 
bark on either side in any war that 
offered a prospect of abundant booty, 
were engaged by the Mogul, and placed 
with other native troops under the com¬ 
mand of Ud-Dien. But this unfortu¬ 
nate claimant was carried off by poi¬ 
son, or by his own excesses, as he was 
entering the province of Golconda with 
100,000 horse. Upon this event many of 
his host took their departure, but the 
Mnhratlas, eager for the spoil of a rich 
province, continued their advance ami 
encountered the French and the troops of 
Sal abut Jung in several places. Bossy 
defeated them repeatedly, and once or 
twice with so much slaughter that the 
Mahrattas became anxious for peace. 
Salabut Juug then purchased their retreat 
by ceding to them some districts near 
Bern and Burfcanpour; and they gladly 
withdrew from the murderous execution 
of Bugsy's quick musketry and artillery. 
The hold Frenchman had, how ever, soon 
to experience how slightly the ties of 
gratitude attached Indian princes and 
politicians. Disgusted at seeing Salabut 
Jung completely ruled by a handful of 
foreigners, and forgetting that those fo¬ 
reigners alone had gained and could de¬ 
fend the Deccan, the courtiers advised, 
their master to reduce the pride and 
power of the French, who did not enjoy 
or exercise it with much moderation. 
Taking advantage of the temporary al> 
senceof Bossy, Salabut Jung withheld the 
pay of the French troops, and then began 
to detach them in small parties to distant 
quarters. But some of the Mahratta 
tribes, continually on the watch, disco¬ 
vered this dispersion of the only force 
they feared, and instantly began to pre¬ 
paid for a new war in the Deccan. 
Quickened’by the prayers of Salabut Jung, 
IJussy hurra d buck to his post, and was 
instantly allowed to reunite his scattered 
forces and to dictate his own terms to that 
trembling court. The courtiers and mi¬ 
nisters who had intrigued against him 
were forthwith exiled; and, as security 
for vast arrears already accumulated and 
for future pay, he obtained at the end of 
the year 1753 the cession of the five im¬ 


portant provinces of El lore, RajaifruJ _. 
Citacole, Condapilly, andGuntoor, called 
the Northern Ci rears, which made the 
French masters of the sea-coast, of Coro¬ 
mandel and Orissa, for an uninterrupted 
line of 600 miles; and which not only 
afforded a vast revenue, but also furnished 
the most convenient means of receiving 
reinforcements of men and military stores 
from Pondicherry and Mauritius, tb -s 
enabling Btissy to extend his views to 
tin; indirect or absolute empire of the 
Deccan and the south. But neither the 
court of Versailles nor the French India 
Company at home had embraced the gi and 
projects of Bussy and Dupleix; the court 
questioned the propriety of these wars 
with the English in a time of peace, mid 
the company doubted whether these terri ¬ 
torial acquisitions could be maintained 
profitably to themselves. The French 
directors or managers were cl 1 for trade 
and peace, and were quite incapable of 
the exertions which the joint-stock Eng¬ 
lish Company could make with little in¬ 
convenience.* Dupleix, too, had had his 
day, and, considering the mutations and 
intrigues of the old French cabinet, it 
had been a long one: his protectors and 
admirers were now out of office; his re¬ 
call to France was procured, and a M. 
Godheu was sent out to supersede him as 
governor of Pondicherry, with itistrttc 
tions to negotiate immediately a peace 
with the English and their allies. M. 
Godheu arrived at Pondicherry in the 
beginning of August, 1754; and with the 
return ship that carried away Dupleix 
the £rand schemes of French empire and 
dominion in the East seemed *o vanish 
into thin air. On his arrival in Europe 
this ambitious and able man found him¬ 
self obliged to dispute the miserable re¬ 
mains of his fortune with the French East 
India Company, to dance humble attend¬ 
ance on ministers and their understrap¬ 
pers, and to solicit, audiences iu the ante- 
chamhers of his judges. His vexation 
was as great as what Labonrdonnais had 
suffered through his means; ami he was 
soon dead and forgotten in France. The 


* It is to be understood, however, that the 
English company also was at this moment de¬ 
sirous of peace. 
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CLIVE RETURNS, AND ATTACKS GHERIAH. 


ety/of M. Godheu seemed to be 
/peace and get back to Paris 
s sopu •>*' possible. Mr. Saunders, tlie 
president of Madras, who was as well ac¬ 
quainted with the complicated affairs of 
India as Godheu was ignorant of them, 
readily entered into negotiations, but with 
the full determination of making no one 
important sacrifice or concession. On the 
11 th of October a suspension of arms was 
agreed to for three months; and on the 
2Gth of December of the same year (1754) 
a provisional treaty was signed at Pondi¬ 
cherry. The French stipulated to with¬ 
draw their troops from the Carnatic, and 
to interfere no more in the affairs of the 
native princes there, thus leaving Mo¬ 
hammed Ali, the ally or creature of the 
English,undisputed Nabob of the Carnatic. 
They also agreed that the territorial pos¬ 
sessions of the French and English should 
be settled and defined on the principle of 
equality, thus virtually resigning nearly 
all that Bussy and Dupleix had acquired 
by their wars and policy. This' treaty 
was to be confirmed or altered in Europ j, 
but, until the decision of the French and 
English companies should be known, no 
hostilities direct or indirect were to be 
allowed. 

M. Bussy, however, left undisturbed at 
Goleonda, continued his control over the 
Deccan; and the Mysoreans, alleging 
that the French had no authority to bind 
them by their paper agreements, seemed 
disposed to continue the blockade of 
Trichinopoly, and remained in that neigh¬ 
bourhood until they were scared away by 
the report that a Mahratta army was 
marching to attack them. Their depar¬ 
ture finished a siege and blockade which 
had lasted altogether more than a year, 
and which had brought out on the part of 
the English troops uncommon bravery, 
steadiness, and no inconsiderable skill. 
Yet the pacification was scarcely settled. 
when the two rival European nations 
were involved in fresh differences: the 
French complained that the English con¬ 
tinued to keep their troops with Moham¬ 
med Ali to assist him in collecting his 
revenues and reducing his refractory sub¬ 
jects; and the English justified their con¬ 
duct by showing that M. Bussy and the 
French troops with him in the interior 



continued to render the same v Y^l’ 
and on a more extensive scale, to Smltf 
Jung. It soon became evident that no 
peace or truce could be of long duration. 
As there was no work to exnploy an Eng¬ 
lish squadron which had arrived under 
the command of Admiral Watson, it was 
resolved to send some of the ships to de¬ 
stroy the nests of some powerful pirates 
who for fifty years had been committing 
depredations on the Malabar coast. The 
chiefs of these corsairs were a family of 
the Mahratta race, and bore the name of 
Angria, who had established on the coast 
a power closely resembling that of the 
Algerines, and who nominally acknow¬ 
ledged the Peishwa, or the supreme head 
of the Mahrattas, as the Algerines nomi¬ 
nally professed allegiance to the Ottoman 
Porte. But the Angrias had recently 
given sucli offence to the Peishwa that he 
determined upon their destruction, and 
consented to join his fleet to the English 
squadron. In 1755 the English ships 
under the eornmaud of Commodore James 
drove the pirates from two of their stroug- 
holds, and took possession of them, the 
Mahratta fleet of the Peish wa never com¬ 
ing within reach of cannon-shot till the 
fighting was over. But the chief nest of 
the pirates — the fort and port of Gheriah 
— was hot attacked until the following 
year, when the adventurous Clive had 
returned from England with improved 
health and enlarged hopes. 

Clive accompanied Admiral Watson on 
this expedition, which was not without 
difficulty and danger, nor without that 
prospect of booty and prize-money which 
tempts men to defy peril. The Peishwa’s 
Mahrattas also joined, not to fight, but to 
appropriate all die booty as their right 
when the place should be taken by the 
English. On the 11th of February the 
English fleet, consisting of eight ships, a 
grab, and five bomb-ketches, having on 
board 800 Europeans and 1000 sepoys, 
commanded by Clive, arrived off Gheriah ; 
while a Mahratta army approached on the 
land side. The pirates’ nest stood on a 
rocky promontory, nearly surrounded 1 y 
the sea, and crowned by a fort of extra¬ 
ordinary strength. The English sailors 
soon succeeded in burning the fleet, 
though under the guns of the fort, and 
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W landed his troops and in ter¬ 
ra between the walls of tire town 

__| lahratta army, who, if they had 

entered, would have left little but bare 
walls to the English. The pirates, in 
whom ferocity had been mistaken for 
courage, made but a feeble and foolish 
resistance; they quailed under the hot 
shower of shot and shells; Angria, their 
chief, fled from the fort to seek refuge in 
the Mahratta camp; and on the 13th the 
place fell. Booty to the value of about 
ten lacs of rupees was divided between 
the royal navy and the company's land- 
troops : the Mahrattas were excluded 
from any share, and the English dis¬ 
agreed as to their own proper propor¬ 
tions. The officers of the navy, as hear¬ 
ing the king’s ccmmission, claimed the 
larger share, and they decreed that Clive, 
though he commanded the entire land 
force, should only share with a post-cap- 
tain. in the navy. Some warm corre¬ 
spondence took place on this delicate 
matter. Admiral Watson, who said that 
he was only anxious to defend the rights 
of the service to which he belonged, 
offered to make up from his own share 
the difference between Olive’s share and 
the share of his second in command, Rear- 
Admiral Pococke ; but Clive replied that 
his own anxiety was only to satisfy his 
troops, and that he could not enrich him¬ 
self with money taken from Watson’s 
personal share of the capture.* Disputes 
of this nature arose* almost every time that 
the king’s ships or land troops co-operated 
with those of the company, although it 
appears to have been usual to adjust the 
relative ^claims to the booty to be made 
before entering upon the expedition. The 
present disagreement was, however, pro¬ 
ductive of no evil consequence, and, appa¬ 
rently, of no interruption to the mutual re¬ 
gard existing between Clive and Watson. 



* Clive’s evidence in report* of the committee 
of the House of Commous.-—Sir John Malcolm, 
Life of Clive. 


Preceded by glowing reports^)? 
markable achievements at Arcbt 
other parts of the Carnatic, Clive had 
been received iu England with enthu¬ 
siasm. Young as he was, he was hailed 
as the best of living Euglish generals; 
the great men in Leo den 1ml 1 -st ree t pro¬ 
posed his health at public dinners as the 
saviour of their establishments in India; 
the court of directors voted him a sword 
set with diamonds as a token of their 
esteem and of their sense of his singular 
services to the company on the coast of 
Coromandel; fresh banquets were given 
to celebrate his deeds, and in society at 
large and wherever he went, Clive re¬ 
ceived the tribute due to a daring and 
successful soldier, who had worked out 
great ends with most disproportionate 
means. With laudable delicacy and gra¬ 
titude he refused to accept the diamond- 
hilted sword until the court of directors 
had voted a similar present to his superior 
in command, Major Laurence. The 
greater part of the money he had brought 
with him from India he gave to his 
impoverished family; and, merely upon 
pecuniary grounds, it soon seemed expe¬ 
dient to him that he should return to the 
land of rupees. To the company his pre¬ 
sence there was no less desirable, and it 
was resolved in sending him back to ap¬ 
point him governor of Fort St. David, 
with a provisional commission to succeed 
to the government of Madras. George II., 
who loved a soldier, gave him the com¬ 
mission of lieutenant-colonel in the British 
army, which it was hoped would obviate 
the quarrels about rank which so fre¬ 
quently occurred between the king’s and 
the company’s officers. After the reduc¬ 
tion of the pirates’ nest at Gheriah, Co¬ 
lonel Clive proceeded to Fort St. David, 
and assumed the government of that place 
on the 20th of June, 1756, the very day 
on which the Nabob of Bengal took Cal¬ 
cutta from the English, and disgraced his 
success with detestable cruelties. 







CHAPTER IV. 


WAR BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AT CALCUTTA AND THE NABOB OP BENGAL. 


The company’s ' settlement at Calcutta 
had risen rapidly under the pacific rule 
of Aliverdy Khan, the Mussulman vice¬ 
roy of the Great Mogul, but who had be¬ 
come virtually the independent and abso¬ 
lute sovereign of all the rich kingdom or 
territory of Bengal—the richest country' 
in all India, with the most pusillanimous 
Hindu population. Aliverdy was, for 
India, a prince of rare virtues: while his 
neighbours and brother potentates con¬ 
sumed their time and their strength in 
multitudinous harems, and, in defiauee of 
the Koran, stupified their intellects with 
excessive drinking, he adhered most scru¬ 
pulously to the law of the Prophet which 
prohibits the use of wine and strong 
drinks; and he neglected at the same 
time to avail himself of the Prophet’s 
licence for indulging in a plurality of 
wives and an <ul libitum number of con¬ 
cubines. To the amazement of Hindus 
and Mohammedans, Aliverdy rested satis¬ 
fied with one faithful and beloved wife. 
He was orderly, prudent, just, and averse 
to all violence; he encouraged the trade 
of the English settled in his dominions, 
and derived a fair and growing profit 
from their prosperity. Their factors and 
their various agents travelled, without 
interruption through every part of his 
dominions, finding everywhere protection 
for their property and safety and respect 
for their persons. But Aliverdy Khan 
died early in the month of April of this 
year, 1756, and his grandson and succes¬ 
sor, Suraj-u-DpwJah, a cruel, luxurious, 
and effeminate youth, proved altogether 
unworthy of him. 

As in these Oriental despotisms nearlv 
everything depends upon the personal 
character of the ruler, it was evident, 
from the first day of Surajm-Dowlah’s 
accession, that everything in Bengal 


would undergo a rapid and thorough 
change. He was known to entertain 
very hostile feelings towards the English, 
so that everybody at Calcutta ought to 
ha\e been prepared for his hostile attacks; 
and the stories related of his violence and 
cruelty---of his delighting in seeing tor¬ 
ture inflicted under his own eye —might 
have warned them of the fate that awaited 
them if they ever fell into his power. He 
had .seen the coffers of his grandfather 
filled directly or indirectly by the trade 
of the Eqglisn; he had been led to believe 
that the wealth and treasures these foreign 
merchants had accumulated within tlie 
walls of Calcutta were enormous in ex¬ 
tent, and always ready and tangible; and, 
like “the fool in the fable, lie resolved to 
kill the goose that laid these golden eggs. 
It was very easy to find pretexts for 
quarrel. Alarmed by reports from Eng¬ 
land that a new war with France was 
inevitable, and would be prosecuted in 
all parts of the world, the English had 
begun to fortify Calcutta, so as to prevent 
any attack by the French on the side of 
the river. Moreover, they had granted 
refuge in their fort to a very wealthy 
Hindu native called Kissendass, whom 
Suraj-u-Dowlali wished to plunder, and 
they had refused to give him up to his 
officers. Other facilities were afforded 
by a Hindu merchant, called Omichund, 
a man of intrigue and of enormous wealth, 
which he was constantly seeking to in¬ 
crease without any scruples as to the 
meaas he employed. Omichund had 
lived long in Calcutta, and had been per¬ 
mitted to engross much more of the com¬ 
pany’s investment than was allowed to 
any other contractor. The presidency, 
moreover, had almost constantly employed 
him to transact their political business 
with the nabob and the minor potentates 





OUlt INDIAN EMPIRE. 


hbourhood, and bad paid him 
or all these services. The iu- 
nis intriguing Hindu had ac- 
bwas immense, and his power was 
altogether so great that it was dangerous 
to offend him. Yet the presidency, dis¬ 
gusted by some dishonest practices, had 
deprived him of all his contracts, and 
given him the most mortal offence. Oini- 
chund retired to Muxadabad, or Moor- 
shedabad, with 4,000,000 of mpees; but 
he left his harem and a considerable part 
of his household property at Calcutta. It 
was believed that the vindictive Hindu 
put himself in close communication with 
the French at Chandernagore, and advised 
Suraj-u-Dowlah to annihilate the English 
settlement. Alter a short stay at Moor- 
shedabad, Omichund returned to Calcutta 
to facilitate the scheme of destruction lie 
recommended, and to act as a spy for the 
nabob.* Suraj-u-Dcwlah dispatched a 
peremptory letter to Mr. Drake, the go¬ 
vernor, ordering him instantly to destroy 
all the works which had been added to 
the fortifications of Calcutta. Mr. Drake 
replied that the nabob had been misin¬ 
formed by those who reported that the 
English were building a wall round the 
town ; that they had dug no ditch since 
the invasion of the Malmittas, at which 
time such a work had been executed at 
the request of the Indian inhabitants, and 
with the full approbation of Aliverdy 
Khan, the late nabob; that in the late 
war between England and France the 
French had attacked and taken the town 
of Madras, contrary to the neutrality 
which it was expected would have been 
preserved in the Mogul’s dominions; and 
that, there being at present great appear¬ 
ance of another w r ar, the English were 
under apprehensions that the French 
would act in the same manner in Bengal; 
to prevent which they were repairing 
their line of guns on the bank of 
the river.f When this letter was pre¬ 
sented, Suraj-u-Dowlah gave way to a pa¬ 
roxysm of rage, and threatened to behead 
or impale Mr. Watts, the English resi¬ 
dent. 

A few days after he collected his whole 

* Orme. 

t Mr. Drake’s loiter, in Orme'a History. 


army at Moorshedabad, and sol 
tachment of 3000 men to invest tlje 
English fort and factory at CossimTmzar. 
This investment was begun on the 22nd 
of May, but no hostilities were committed 
until the 1st of June, when the nabob ar¬ 
rived with the rest of his forces. The 
fort of Cossimbuzar had neither ditch nor 
palisade; its walls were contemptibly 
weak, the largest of its guns were but 
niue-pounders, and those were honey¬ 
combed or shaking upon rotted carriages: 
the garrison consisted of twenty-two Eu¬ 
ropeans and twenty Topasses, and of the 
Europeans the majority were Dutchmen. 
The nabob summoned Mr. Watts to come 
forth to him. Mr. Watts waited upon 
the savage in his tent, and was again 
threatened with impalement He was 
compelled to sign a paper importing that 
the presidency of Calcutta should. 1 level 
whatever works they had raised; that 
they should instantly deliver up all sub¬ 
jects or tenants of the nabob who had 
taken protection in their settlement; and 
that, if it should be proved that the com¬ 
pany's dustucks or passports for trade had 
ever been given to such persons as were 
not entitled to them, whatever the nabob’s 
government had been defrauded of by 
such practices should be refunded by the 
presidency of Calcutta. Mr. Watts was 
next required to sign an order for the 
surrender of Cossimbuzar; but this he re¬ 
fused to do. But that fort was utterly 
incapable of resisting a vast army; aud 
on the 4th of June the crumbling old 
gates were thrown open to the nabob. The 
soldiery that had room to enter its narrow 
precincts stole everything they found in¬ 
stead of sealing it up for the use of their 
master; and then they insulted and tri¬ 
umphed over the little garrison, as if, in¬ 
stead of forty-three men, they had con¬ 
quered an army of thousands. Their 
conduct was so brutal, that, to escape 
from it, the English commanding officer, 
Ensign Elliot, put a pistol to his head and 
blew out his brains. 

On the 9th of June Suraj-u-Dowlah 
struck his tents and began* his march 
upon Calcutta. None of his officers at¬ 
tempted to restrain his rash and violent 
resolution, for they believed themselves 
sure of the plunder of one of the most 
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in all India. Some Hindu 
ho had derived great wealth 
European trade, and who better 
od the means and sources of 
wealth, ventured to represent the English 
as a colony of inoffensive and useful mer¬ 
chants, w ho, if left to pursue their traffic, 
would every year enrich the country and 
the government; but their representations 
and prayers made no impression on the 
nabob, who continued his march. In the 
mean time the terrified and stupified pre¬ 
sidency at Calcutta lost days and nights 
in doubts and deliberations: vainly hoping 
to avert the storm, they engaged to oliey 
the nabob's orders, and to demolish what¬ 
ever he might require, if he would only 
withdraw his aimy; and they never se¬ 
riously applied themselves to the defence 
of the place until Suraj-u-Dowlah was 
withiu a few days* inarch with a still in¬ 
creasing army. They then implored the 
Dutch at Chinchura and the French at 
Chandernagore, for the sake of humanity 
and for the common cause of Europeans 
in India, to afford them some assistance 
against the nabob, who, if allowed to ex¬ 
terminate the English, would not long 
•speet the weaker settlements of the 
her European nations. The Dutch 
Aildly and positively refused any aid or 
succour, and the French insulted their 
distress by advising the English to repair 
with their goods and chattels to Chander¬ 
nagore. Letters had been dispatched to 
Madras and to Bombay requesting rein¬ 
forcements ; but the sea was shut by the 
south monsoon, and months must have 
passed before any force could arrive from 
either of those quarters. Nothing, there¬ 
fore, was left to do but to defend Calcutta 
with the force actually within it. This 
consisted of a regular garrison of 264 
men, of a militia raised among the inha¬ 
bitants of 250 men, and of 1500 btick- 
saries, or native Indian matchlock-men, 
whose arms and discipline w*ere of the 
worst kind. Of the regular garrison and 
of the militia only 170 were English, the 
rest being Portuguese, Topasses, and Ar¬ 
menians, on whose valour and faith there 
was little dependence: and, to make the 
case still more hopeless, not ten of the 
English had ever seen any other service 
vou. i. 



than that of the parade.* The 
and the all-ascendant spirit of a 
might, even with this defective force, 
have made good the place'against the dis¬ 
orderly, uu warlike host advancing aguiust 
it; but there was no Clive in Calcutta, 
and too many of the English there whose 
voices were most potential were cursed 
with the selfish minds and narrow views 
of pedlers and trncksters. When all was 
at stake these men w r anted to preserve 
their dwelling-houses, their magazines, 
their gardens, and their outhouses, from 
injury; and buildings which ought to 
have been blown into the air, because 
they commanded the ramparts of the fort, 
or covered the approaches, were left 
standing till Suraj-u-Dowlah should avail 
himself of them. 

On the 13th of June a detachment wus 
sent down the river in two ships of 300 
tons and two brigantines to take posses¬ 
sion of the fort of Taunah, which lay 
about five miles below Calcutta, and com¬ 
manded the narrowest part of the river. 
The Mohammedan garrison fled at their 
approach, but, being spcedilv reinforced 
by 2000 men, they returned, drove the 
English out of the fort, and compelled 
the ships to retire to Calcutta. On the 
same day a letter was intercepted, written 
to Omiehund by Suraj-u-Dowlah’s head 
spy, advising him to send the effects he 
had in Calcutta out of the reach of danger 
as soon as possible. This confirmed the 
suspicions already entertained of that 
great Hindu: Omiehund was immediately 
apprehended and carried a prisoner into 
the fort; and a guard was placed in his 
house to prevent the clandestine removal 
of his property. His brother-in-law, who 
had the chief management of his affairs, 
and wffio had made himself equally ob¬ 
noxious to the presidency, concealed him¬ 
self in the harem. Orders, were sent to 
the guard to secure him; but the guard 
was resisted by the whole body of Omi- 
chtind’s peons,* domestics, and armed re¬ 
tainers, who amounted to 300 men: a 
scuffle ensued, and ended in a combat, in 
which several were wounded on both 
sides. And while the guard and the peons 
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ling in tlie outer apartments, 
the peons, a Hindu of high 
N^ste,. ( se3tfire to the house, rushed into the 
haremTand, in order to save the women 
from the dishonour of being exposed to 
the gaze of strangers, stabbed them one 
by one, and then stabbed himself. It is 
said that thirteen females were thus sacri¬ 
ficed; but the dagger of the peon was 
used less effectually against his own per¬ 
son, tor he survived the wound.* 

On the 15th of June, two days after the 
bloody tragedy in Omielumd’s Jjouse, 
Suraj-u-Dowlah reached Hooghly, about 
twenty miles above Calcutta, and pre¬ 
pared to cross the river in an immense 
fleet of boats. What the langlish ships 
were doing we know not; but it should 
appear that the lire of two brigantines 
alone ought to have sunk and scattered 
these frail embarkations, and have effec¬ 
tually defended the passage of the river. 
On the morning of the 16th the nabob 
with nearly his whole force was on the 
Calcutta side of the rivef; the Indian in¬ 
habitants of die town were flying in all 
directions with their rice on their heads; 
and the Englishwomen, the Armenians, 
the Portuguese, and all who claimed to 
be Christians, were abandoning their 
houses in the city to take refuge within 
the fort, which was crowded and embar¬ 
rassed in every part by women and chil¬ 
dren, and men as helpless or as timid. At 
the hour of noon the van of the nabob’s 
army advancing from the northward was 
seen close on the company’s bounds, and 
shortly after a firing commenced across 
the Mahratta ditch, and a natural rivulet 
which supplied the place of the ditch 
near the river, and which was defended 
by a badly constructed redoubt called 
Perring’s Kedoubt. The assailants kept 
themselves carefully under cover of some 
thickets and groves, firing with match- 
. locks from a great distance, and doing 
little or no mischief. As night set in 
they boiled their rice, took their supper, 
and went ail to sleep. They were awak¬ 
ened about midnight by a young English 
ensign who had served in Clive’s war in 
the Carnatic, and who now issued out of 



the redoubt, crossed the rivulet' 

handful of men, crept silently intk_ 

groves and thickets, beat up and drove 
before him alb the troops there, spiked 
four pieces of cannon, and then returned 
to his station without the loss of a single 
man. In the course of the night the chief 
of Oniichimd’s peons and the slayer of 
his women escaped out of the town and 
showed Suraj-u-Dowlah the best way to 
enter it. On the following day the attack 
from the north was abandoned, and some 
thousands of the besiegers were led into 
the town on the east side where there 
were no defences. They set fire to the 
great bazaar or market, and they took 
possession of the quarter inhabited by the 
principal Indian merchants. A sortie 
from the fort drove some of these in¬ 
truders back again and took some of them 
prisoners ; but the report was spread that 
the nabob intended a general attack on 
the morrow. 

As the fort of Calcutta, called Fort Wil¬ 
liam, was only strong to wards the river, and 
-v\ iak everywhere else, as the ramparts were 
commanded by the English houses and by 
the English church, it was deemed inca¬ 
pable ofdefence, and it was, therefore, re¬ 
solved to make the defence outside by op- ’ 
posing the enemy in the streets and avenues 
that led to the fort. But scarcely a barricade 
had been erected, and not a ditch had been 
dug anywhere. Now, with precipitation 
and confusion, three batteries, each mount¬ 
ing two 18-pounders and two field-pieces, 
were thrown up in the streets at the dis¬ 
tance of .300 or more y ards from the gates 
of the fort, and some trenches were dug 
and breastworks raised to bar the progress 
of the enemy. Still, however, no care 
was taken to demolish a number of houses 
which overlooked these defences, or a 
series of banks and garden-walls that 
might serve to cover the foe. Early on 
the morning of the 18th the whole ol the 
nabob’s army was in motion, and at about, 
eight o’clock one strong division advanced 
towards the street-battery that lay to the 
south of the town, and, taking possession 
of some of the houses on each side o* the 
street, and resting their matchlocks on 
the sills of the windows, they took deli¬ 
berate aim at the men in the battery. 









THE THREE BATTERIES ABANDONED. 


tihd two street-batteries were ut- 
nearly the same time and in the 
? li^Jaianuer; but in that to the north 
there were several advantages favourable 
to the English: the street leading to it was 
very narrow, it was not overlooked by 
any very near building, and the houses 
closest at hand were all previously occu¬ 
pied by Englishmen. As the assailants 
entered the narrow street they were sa¬ 
luted with a fire in front from the two 
18 -pounders and the two held-pieces of 
the battery, and by a fire of musketry 
from the bouse windows. They presently 
recoiled: they advanced again, but only 
to retreat more rapidly than before, and 
then they lay out of harm’s way in the 
cross-streets till the hour of noon, when 
they joined those who were employed 
against the eastern battery. But it was 
now rice-time, and the kettles were boiled, 
and there was no more fighting till after 
two o’clock. Then, however, the re¬ 
freshed Indians commenced a most furious 
fire upon the eastern battery, crowding 
all the houses with their best, marksmen. 
The Englishmen serving the guns could 
scarcely show themselves without being 
hit, and the number of killed or wounded 
constantly carried to the rear discouraged 
those who had not been Oyer-valiant be¬ 
fore. At five o’clock in the afternoon 
Captain Clayton, the officer in command, 
sent to inform Mr. Drake, the governor, 
that it was impossible to maintain the 
post any longer unless it w as immediately 
reinforced with cannon and men sufficient 
to drive the enemy out of the houses. 
But before an answer could be received 
from the governor matters were brought 
to such a crisis that Captain Clayton 
thought it necessary to spike his two 
18 -pounders and one of his field-pieces, 
and to retreat with all that remained of 
his detachment into Fort William. The 
nabob’s people, scarcely crediting their 
good fortune, took possession of the bat¬ 
tery, and raised a shout of triumph from 
ten thousand throats. The fall of this 
battery was fatal to the whole scheme of 
defence; but the English troops in the 
northern battery and in the houses near it 
continued a desperate resistance. A small 
party under the command of two young 



volunteers—Smith und Wilkinson 
completely surrounded in a deta< 
building; they bravely resolved to cut 
their way through, and some of them 
succeeded; but Smith, intercepted and re¬ 
fusing to surrender, killed five Indians 
before lie fell; and Wilkinson, who sur¬ 
rendered, was cut to pieces. Towards 
evening the detachments were recalled 
into the fort, and all three batteries aban¬ 
doned. The front of each of them was 
strewed with the dead; and, if only tole¬ 
rable precautions had been adopted, they 
would certainly have sufficed to repel 
Suraj-u-Dowlah and his unwarlike rabble, 
or to have kept them at bay for weeks or 
even mouths. The abandonment of all 
the batteries on the very first day they 
were attacked created a general conster¬ 
nation: the Indian matchlock-men who 
had been engaged by the presidency all 
disappeared; the Lascars who had been 
helping to serve the guns all deserted; and 
the peace-loving Armenians and the Por¬ 
tuguese half-castes, who formed a consi¬ 
derable part of the militia, gave them¬ 
selves up to grief and despair, declaring 
on every hand that further resistance was 
useless/ Instead of the firm word of com¬ 
mand and the rattle of arms, nothing was 
heard in Fort William but despondent 
murmurs, lamentations, and womanly 
wailings. The governor, however, con¬ 
trived to throw four detachments into the 
English church, the government-house, 
and two houses belonging to English 
merchants, all which buildings com¬ 
manded the ramparts of the fort. 

In the meantime the enemy had drilled 
the three English guns which had been 
spiked and abandoned in the eastern bat¬ 
tery, and they now' turned these guns on 
the fort, and threw forward a swarm of 
combatants who sheltered themselves be¬ 
hind garden-walls and outhouses, and kept 
up an irregular but never-ceasing fire 
with matchlocks and muskets. A ship 
and seven smaller vessels were now lying 
before the fort, and shoals of native boats 
were in readiness to carry off persons and 
property. As it grew dark the European 
women were conveyed out of the fort and 
safely embarked. When this was done, 
or while it was doing, the detachment 
D 2 
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L been sent to occupy the govem- 
e, and which had been severely 
V the enemy’s fire, was recalled to 
This retreat exposed the very 
weakest part of the fort, where it was un¬ 
flanked by any bastions ; and about mid¬ 
night the enemy, availing themselves of 
their advantage, approached to escalade 
the walls. Mr. Drake, who heard their 
approach, ordered the drums to beat the 
general alarm; but, although this sum¬ 
mons was thrice repeated, not a man came 
up to the walls except those who were 
already on duty. The roll of the drums, 
however, proved enough i’or the Indians, 
who ran back from the foot of the walls 
into their own quarters, believing that 
the whole garrison was collected at one 
point to oppose them. No further at¬ 
tempt was made during the night, for 
the Indians, as usual, betook themselves 
to their suppers aud their rest In that 
precious interval of time a sortie from 
the fort made with rapidity and spirit 
might have tlmnvn half of the nabob's 
army into irretrievable confusion; or, 
without that bold measure, a wonderful 
amount of human misery might have been 
spared if the English had removed quietly 
out of the untenable fortress and gone on 
board their ships. The latter project w as, 
indeed, entertained; for, two hours after 
midnight, a general council of war was 
held, to which all the English, except the 
common soldiers, were admitted ; and it 
was debated whether they should imme¬ 
diately escape to their ships, or defer their 
retreat until the next night These de¬ 
liberations lasted for two hours, when it 
was too late to go, and therefore they 
stayed where they were. As the day 
broke Suraj- u - Dowlah’s people again 
swarmed to the fort, bringiug more artil¬ 
lery with them, and occupying the houses 
and the garden enclosures near it. They 
did not, however, venture to take posses¬ 
sion of the government-house, and a fresh 
detachment was sent out from the fort to 
re-oeeupy that building. These men, 
under Ensign Pischard, behaved with the 
greatest gallantry, occupying the house 
and killing a great number of those who 
attempted to dislodge them: but, ttafer- 
tunately, tlic ensign was badly wounded 


and carried to the fort, and his dS 
was soon followed by the flightWJ 
men. The party who had held xheEng- 
lish church now gave way also, and all 
the other houses and every foot of ground 
outside Fort William were abandoned to 
the enemy, whose courage and activity 
seemed to increase prodigiously. From 
the water-gate of the fort there now arose 
a loud and earnest cry for boats; hut the 
greater part of the native boatmen, tired 
with waiting, had taken their departure, 
and the general embarkation, which would 
have been easy a few hours before, became 
very difficult. This difficulty was made 
the greater by the madness of fear and the 
total want of all order or arrangement. 
Men, women, and children rushed to the 
water’s edge, pressing every one to be first 
embarked; the boats were crowded with 
more than they could carry, and several 
of them were overset or swamped. Most of 
those who had crowded into them were 
drowned, aud the few that swam or floated 
to the shore were either made prisoners or 
massacred; for the nabob’s people had 
now taken possession of the river-side, 
and were even discharging fire-arrows at 
the English shipping in the view of de¬ 
stroying that last hope of escape. Of the 
parties from the garrison who had escorted 
the European ladies on board, none re¬ 
turned to the fort, and, their fright being 
increased by the fire-arrows, they, with¬ 
out orders from the governor, removed the 
ship from her station off the port to Go- 
vindpore, three miles lower down the 
river; on which all the other vessels 
weighed their anchors likewise, and began 
to fall down to Govindpore. Several of 
rhe English militia now lost all heart and 
all care except for their own personal 
safety ; and, seizing by force some govern¬ 
ment-boats, they put off after the ship¬ 
ping. The governor himself (Mr. Drake) 
was not long in following them; he was 
told that nearly all the gunpowder re¬ 
maining in the fort was damp and unfit 
for use; he Mas convinced in his own 
mind that the savage nabob intended to 
impale him: and, without giving any 
M arning to the garrison, he ran out by the 
water-gate and leaped into a remaining 
boat. The military commanding officer 
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div/Minchin) anti several other 
non, who chanced to have their 
him, followed his example, 
scrambled into the boat after him, and 
escaped with him to the ship, in spite of 
the Indian fire-arrows and bullets. Those 
who were left behind, including many 
who would have escaped if they had been 
able, raised a cry of indiguation and exe¬ 
cration at the conduct of the governor and 
the companions of his flight. They next 
elected Mr. Holwell, one of the members 
of the council, to the command of the 
hopeless fort. The entire number of re¬ 
gulars and militia remaining within the 
walls did not exceed 190, and many of 
these were looking for the first opportu¬ 
nity to escape. As he sa.v two or three 
boats returning to the wharf, Mr. Holwell 
locked up the water-gate and carried off 
the keys, in order to prevent further de¬ 
sertion. There was still a ship lying off 
the mouth of the creek on which Penang's 
Redoubt stood. An officer was dispatched 
in a boat with orders to the captain to 
bring this ship down immediately to the 
fort, in order that the whole garrison 
might at a proper moment get on board; 
but the ship in coining down struck upon 
a sand-bank, and was instantly abandoned 
by her crew, who hastened in their boats 
to Govindpore. As this hope was frus¬ 
trated the garrison saw themselves at¬ 
tacked with renewed vigour; and so ac¬ 
tive were the Indians, that they continued 
their efforts not only all that day, but 
nearly all the succeeding night. By the 
direction of Mr. Holwell signals were 
constantly thrown out, flags by day and 
fires by night, to call the shipping at 
Govindpore back to the fort; but no at¬ 
tention whatever was paid to these strong 
appeals to valour and generosity: the 
ships remained where they were, and 
merely sent a native boat up the river 
from time to time to see what was passing. 
Nothing but imbecility on the part of the 
commanders am account for this conduct 
iu British seamen. 

On the following morning the assailants 
crowded round the fort in still greater 
numbers. Some of the English who had 
seen how easy it was to scatter thousands 
with the well-directed fire of a single gun 



recommended steadiness and perseuenl 
in the defence ; but others reeomm&ff 
w ith equal earnestness an immediate ca¬ 
pitulation, without reflecting that Suraj-u- 
Dowlnh was the hist man upon earth 
likely to observe any treaty, or to put any 
bounds to his wrath. Mr. Holwell at last 
consented to make his prisoner Omichund 
write a letter to one of* the nabob's gene¬ 
rals, stating that the English were ready 
to obey the nabob’s commands, and were 
only defending the fort to preserve their 
lives and honour. This letter was car¬ 
ried into the Indian general’s quarters, 
but it seemed to produce no effect, as the 
attack was continued and preparation 
made to escalade the walls. Advancing 
under cover of a strong fire from one of 
the neighbouring houses, a large party 
actually began to esculade the northern 
curtain of the fortress; but after perse¬ 
vering for half an hour they were hurled 
back and totally repulsed with great loss. 
But in this stern contest twenty-five of 
the garrison had been killed or desperately 
wounded, and more than twice that num¬ 
ber had received slighter wounds. In 
this state, when the place was filled with 
moans and groans and shrieks of anguish, 
some of the remaining English soldiery 
broke open the arrack storehouse, swal ¬ 
lowed that ardent spirit as if it had been 
water, and became mail or stupid. About 
two o’clock in the afternoon, after a very 
faint renewal of the attack, the Indians 
sent a flag of truce towards the fort; but 
while Mr. Holwell was parleying with 
the messenger, and the garrison suspend¬ 
ing their fire, hosts of the nabob's people 
flocked to the gates of the fort, to the 
palisades, and to the weakest parts of the 
works, where they applied their scaling 
ladders and began again to ascend, firing 
at every one they saw. A gentleman was 
w'ounded at the side of Mr. Holwell, who 
thereupon broke off the conference aud 
endeavoured to collect his men on the 
ramparts. But the men who were sober 
could not be brought up in time, and those 
who were mad drunk were breaking open 
the water-gate to escape by the river. As 
this gate was forced, a mass of Indians 
who had climbed over the palisade be¬ 
yond it, and were lurking under the walls, 
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»d at the very same moment 
v^thso^^Vwhich had been attempted 
N x before jytfs escaladed bv hundreds after 
reus, who advanced into the centre 
of the works and there met their comrades 
who had entered by the water-gate. 
About twenty of the garrison threw 
themselves over the walls; all the rest 
piled their arras and surrendered with 
prayers for mercy. 

At live in the afternoon Suruj-u-Dow'- 
lah, who had kept at a distance so long as 
there was any resistance or the slightest 
chance of danger, entered the fort in tri¬ 
umph, accompanied by Meer Jaffier, his 
treasurer and commander-in-chief, and 
by most of his principal officers. He 
seated himself with all his pomp in the 
principal hall of the factory, and ordered 
Mr. Ilolwell to be brought before him. 
He abused the English with Oriental 
richness of language for their presump¬ 
tion in daring to oppose his will and de¬ 
fend the fort, and he bitterly complained 
of the small sum of money he had found in 
their treasury—a sum which in reality fell 
below 50,000 rupees, while his ravenous 
imagination had anticipated many mil¬ 
lions. He dismissed Mr. Holwell, re¬ 
called him to ask if there was no more 
money, and then dismisssed him again. 
Before seven o'clock he summoned the 
Englishman to his presence once more, 
and this time, in dismissing him, pledged 
his word as a soldier that he should sutler 
no harm.* Mr. Ilolwell returned to his 
companions in misfortune, whom lie 
found surrounded by a strong guard and 
gazing upon a terrible conflagration 
which by accident or by design had been 
kindled in the houses “outside the fort. 
Asking where they were to be lodged for 
the night, they were ordered to march to 
a veranda or open gallery near the east¬ 
ern gate of the fort, where they remained, 
for some time w ithout any suspicion of 
their impending fate. But about eight 
o’clock at night the principal officer who 
had charge of them commanded them all 
to go into a room behind the gallery. 
This room w as the common dungeon of 
the garrison, and called the Black Hole. 



Holwell's Tracts. 


I Many of the prisoners, knowing 
I rowness of the place, imagined 
that the officer was joking, and, being in 
good spirits on account of the nabob’s 
promise that no harm should be offered 
to them, they laughed at the absurdity of 
the notion; but when they perceived in 
the savage looks of the Indians that they 
were in earnest they began to expostulate 
and implore: upon which the officer or¬ 
dered his men to cut down those who 
hesitated, and the captives were driven 
into the cell at the point of the sword. 
The space was so thronged that the last 
could hardly find room to enter. The 
savages without then locked the door 
upon them; confining 14b persons in a 
room not twenty feet square, w ith only 
two small windows, and those obstructed 
and deprived of air by the projecting ve¬ 
randa. It was the very hottest season of 
the year, and the night unusually sultry 
even for that season, for the atmosphere 
v/as heated by the burning houses and 
charged with the smoke that proceeded 
from the conflagration. As soon as the 
dismal door was closed upon them the 
prisoners, crowded and wedged together 
in one living, desperate mass, began to 
feel all the unutterable horrors of their 
situation. They cried, they shrieked for 
mercy — they prayed to he removed to 
separate rooms, to any place but that — 
they attempted to burst open the door, 
but the door was strong and opened in¬ 
ward, and no impression could be made 
upon it or its fastenings. Mr. Holwell, 
having been one of the first to enter that 
infernal hole, had secured himself a 
place near one of the windows, and 
through the grating he addressed an old 
Hindu, “ w ho bore some marks of hu¬ 
manity in his countenance,” and pro¬ 
mised him 1000 rupees in the morning 
if he would separate the captives into 
two chambers. The old man said he 
would go and endeavour to obtain per¬ 
mission ; but lie soon returned, saying 
that the thing could not be done—that it 
w r as impossible. Mi*. Holwell offered 
him a larger sum-~the old man went 
again—and again he soon returned, pro¬ 
nouncing, this time, the inevitable doom 
—for the nabob, he said, had retired to 
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fast asleep, and no man 
; or disturb him. Then the 
raving mad with despair 
l-like heat and thirst; they 
shrieked for water 1 water! and they 
fought with each other with maniac 
hands, feet, and teeth, for possession of 
the ground nearest the windows. The 
old Hindu, at the prayer of Mr. Holwell, 
brought some skius of water to the grat¬ 
ing, but the sufferers were too far gone in 
madness to wait their turn to drink; 
they battled with one another like de¬ 
mons for the first draught, and they spilt 
and wasted more than was drunk. But 
the contents of the largest and coolest 
water-tank in Hindustan could not have 
quenched the inward lire that consumed 
them, or have cooled or sweetened the 
infernal air of their dungeon. They went 
madder and madder. To shorten their 
horrors, and to provoke the Indians out¬ 
side in the veranda to fire upon them, 
they made use of every kind of invective 
and abuse ; but the blacks kept up their 
torture, and, staring through the win¬ 
dows, shouted with laughter at the frantic 
tricks of the white men. By this time 
many of the captives had hceu squeezed 
or trodden to death, or had died for want 
of air. At two o’clock in the morning 
not more than fifty remained alive : but 
even this reduced number could not long 
live in that close and poisoned air, which 
was rendered every moment more loath¬ 
some by the almost instantaneous decom¬ 
position of the dead bodies. As the light 
of day glimmered through the narrow 
apertures the sight was too horrible to be 
borne; but the sun was allowed to rise 
high in the heavens before the tyrant 
quitted his soft and perfumed couch and 
inquired after his prisoners. At eight 
o’clock in the morning, after ascertaining 
that Mr. Holwell, whom he wished to 
question alxmt money, was among the 
survivors, he sent an order to enlarge the 
captives. The narrow space was so 
blocked up with the dead lying one upon 
the other, and those who yet lived were 
so weak and faint, that it was with the 
greatest difficulty the door was opened 
and a passage made for egress. At 
length, however, twenty-three ghastly 



figures were brought out of tha 
black hole-figures that would 1 
been recognised by the mothers 1 
borne them, or by the bosom friends that 
had seen them but a few hours before on 
the eve of their terrific incarceration. 
The dead, amounting to 123, were then 
dragged out and thrown promiscuously 
into a great pit, outside the fort, and there 
covered in with earth and rubbish. Mr. 
Holwell, unable to stand, was carried to 
the presence of Suraj-u-Dowlah, who, so 
far from showing any compassion for his 
pitiable condition, or any remorse for the 
dreadful death of his companions, talked 
of nothing but the treasures which, he 
said, the English had buried,* and he 
threatened further severities if the con¬ 
cealed money were not instantly given 
up. Mr. Holwell, who knew of no hid¬ 
den treasures, was consigned over to some 
officers of the nabob, who put his sinking 
and emaciated frame into irons and fet¬ 
ters. Messrs. Court and Walcot under¬ 
went the same treatment, as they were 
suspected of knowing something of the 
hidden treasures which haunted the 
young tyrant’s imagination, and which 
only existed there. Mr. Cooke, the se¬ 
cretary to the council, and Captain Mills, 
were told they might go wherever they 
chose; but an Englishwoman, the only 
one of her sex among the sufferers, was 
reserved for the harem of the Buck shoe, 
or chief general, Meer Jaffier, who sent 
her oft' in a palanquin to his palace at 
Moorshcdabau. Little or no attention 
was paid to the obscurer part of the sur¬ 
vivors, who were allowed to quit the fort 
and descend the hank of the river towards 
Govindpore, where the English shipping 
still lay at anchor. But when they 
reached the point where they hoped to 
embark they found themselves obstructed 
by some of the nabob’s troops, and they 
were fain to take shelter in some mud 
huts behind Govindpore, where some of 
the poor natives who had served the Eng¬ 
lish in more prosperous times shed tears 
at their misfortunes and administered to 
their wants, in so far as their limited 
means permitted. Some three or four 
of the fugitives got, how ever, on board 
the ships, where the tale they told, con- 
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. their own wretched appear¬ 
’d every mind with horror and 
j those moments of excitement 
revenge were made that, were 
afterwards but too faithfully executed: 
but for the present the stupid indecision 
and inactivity continued, and nothing was 
done or attempted by that naval force, 
which, small as it was, might have suf¬ 



ficed, under the direction of del 
and brave hearts, to have saved kii 
were in Foyt William.* 

• '* Never, perhaps," says Orme, "was such 
an opportunity of performing nn heroic action ho 
i.'noniiuiousiy neglected; for a single sloop, with 
fifteen brave meu on board, might, in spite of all 
the elforts of the euemy, have come up, anti 
anchoring under the fort, lia-ve carried away all 
who suffered in titedungeon.” 



(Obelisk built on the* Site of the Black Hole, Calcutta, to commemorate the Murder of the One 
Hundred and Twenty-three Englishmen. From a Drawing in the India House.] 









CHAPTER V, 


CALCUTTA PLUNDERED BY THE NABOB. 


Meanwhile the nabob’s army were i 
plundering all the warehouses and dwell¬ 
ing-houses in the town of Calcutta, mak¬ 
ing no distinction as to persons, faiths, or 
nations, but robbing alike Hindus, Mo¬ 
hammedans, Armenians, Portuguese, and 
English. Their booty in merchandise 
and in household property was very con¬ 
siderable ; but, like their nabob, they too 
had visions of hidden treasures, to realize 
which they in many instances tortured or 
barbarously maltreated their victims. If 
the intriguing Omichund had contributed 
to bring down the fury of the uabob on 
the settlement, he was nevertheless, in a 
pecuniary sense, one of the greatest suf¬ 
ferers from the invasion, for, as he had 
been prevented by the English from re¬ 
moving bis effects, 400,000 rupees were 
found in his treasury, and vast quantities 
of merchandise in his stores; and all this 
wealth became the prey of the conquerors. 
Enraged at what he considered their wil¬ 
ful obstinacy in still refusing to tell where 
the great treasures in the fortress were 
hidden, Suraj-u-Dowlah ordered Mr. Hoi- 
well and his two companions in chains to 
be sent to Moorshedabad ; and they were 
accordingly put into an open boat, with¬ 
out any shelter from the intense heat of 
the sun or the heavy rains of the season. 
They were fed only with thin rice and 
water, and were treated in all respects 
with excessive barbarity. To perj>etuate 
the memory of his victory, which his 
courtiers represented as the greatest and 
most glorious that had been achieved 
since the days of Tamerlane, the nabob 
ordered the name of Calcutta to be 
changed to that of Alinagore, or the Port of 
God; and then, writing pompous letters to 
the Great Mogul at Delhi, and collecting 
his army on the 2nd of July, he proceeded 
up the river to full upon liis neighbour 


i and near kinsman, the ruler of Purneah. 

I His departure from Calcutta was made in 
triumphal style. His boats were deco¬ 
rated with dags and streamers, and the 
air was filled with military music. He left 
behind him in Fort William and in the 
town of Calcutta about 3000 men. As he 
passed by the French settlement at Chan- 
dernagore, and the Dutch settlement at 
Chinchuni, which places lie close together 
on the right bank of the Hooghly, about 
thirty miles above Calcutta, he demanded 
tributes, and spoke at one moment as if he 
intended to complete his glorious career 
of victory by expelling both French and 
Dutch as he had expelled the English. 
The money demanded from the settlement 
at Chinchura, and promptly paid by the 
terrified Dutchmen, amounted to 450,000 
rupees, but the French at Chanderuagore 
he let off for 350,000 rupees, iu considera¬ 
tion, it is said, of their having furnished 
him with 200 chests of gunpowder when 
he was advancing against the English at 
Calcutta.* On the 11th of July he ar¬ 
rived at Moorshedabad, where he gave a 
feast, and ordered that all kinds of pro¬ 
perty belonging to the English anywhere 
in Bengal or its dependencies should be 
seized and confiscated to his use; a few 
days after, finding tin* no information 
could be obtained from them respecting 
the supposed hidden treasures, he liberated 
Mr. Hol\yell and his two companions, 
who, since their arrival iu his capital, had 
been confined in a cow-shed. These gen¬ 
tlemen were scarcely enlarged ere they 
discovered that the greatest discontents 
prevailed both among the soldiery and 
the people; rhut many persons of the 
greatest wealth and influence, more espe¬ 
cially the Seits or Hindu bankers, were 


* Orme. „ 
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that the subversion of Calcutta 
in of the English would be dc- 
to the commercial prosperity of 
funtry; that the arrogant nabob was 
detested even by those who most fawned 
upon him, and that many nearest to his 
person and highest in command of the 
troops were ready to plot arid to combine 
for his overthrow and death. 

The rainy season, which began before 
the nabob left Calcutta, and other circum¬ 
stances, delayed the expedition into Pur- 
neah till the month of October. The 
nabob then marched with a large army, 
which was in reality commanded by Meer 
Jaffier, who obtained a complete victory 
over the rash young ruler of that country. 
This prince, the relative of Suraj-u- 
Dowlah, was slain in the battle; the 
whole of Purneali then submitted to the 
conqueror, who once more returned tri¬ 
umphantly to Moorshedabad, swollen with 
pride and elated by the conviction that 
nothing could resist him, and that the 
scattered and humbled English would 
never venture to renew hostilities in his 
dominions. But these dreams were soon 
to be dissipated, for Clive the avenger, 
Clive “ the Daring in War,” was now 
preparing to come against him.* 

At Madras and Bombay, at every place 
in India iu which there was an English¬ 
man, exertions were made in 'order to re¬ 
cover Calcutta and take vengeance for the 
cruelties which had been committed; but 
the mighty monsoons w'ould not yield nor 
change to suit the impatience of man; 
materials had to be collected from various 
parts of the coast, and ships to be waited 
for that were crossing the Indian Ocean 
from Europe. Thus it was not until the 
16th of October Hint Clive and Admiral 
Watson could sail from Madras for the 
Ilooghly. The force consisted of five of 
his majesty’s ships and five of the com¬ 
pany’s, having on hoard 900 European 
infantry and 1500 sepoys. Five hundred 
more sepoys were expected from Bombay. 
All the fleet, with the exception of two 
vessels, the ‘ Cumberland ’ and * Marl¬ 
borough,’ on board of which were a con¬ 


• The name of ** Sabut Jung.” or “ The Daring 
in War,” was given to Clive by the natives, and 

was applied to him by Suraj-u-Powlah himself. 


siderable proportion of the troop^hfad 
stor**, had reached Fulta, a village] _ 
the left bank of the Ilooghly, twenty miles 
in a straight direction below Calcutta, 
but more than double that distance by 
water, by the 22d of December, where 
they found the fugitives from Calcutta. 
Major Kilpatrick was found at Fulta, 
where he had arrived some weeks after 
the capture of Fort William; but, having 
only a handful of men with him, he had 
not been able to undertake any enterprise, 
nor had he even succeeded in procuring 
draught oxen for the artillery, or proper 
information as to the nature and the state 
of defence of the neighbouring country. 
Although 250 of his small European 
force, 430 of his sepoys, and almost all 
his artillery and military stores were on 
board the missing ships, Clive resolved to 
advance immediately towards Calcutta, 
and to capture on his way the fort of 
Budge-Budge, a place on the left bank of 
the river. The road to this fort lay 
through alow swampy country, covered 
with jungle and underwood and intersected 
with gullies and ditches. It appears from 
Clive’s letters that he had expected Ad¬ 
miral Watson would have landed him 
near to the fort; hut this was not done, 
the troops being landed at Moidapore and 
thence marched through the wretched 
country. “ The men,” says Clive, “ suf¬ 
fered hardships not to be described.” 
They were obliged to draw their two 
field-pieces and their tumbrel loaded with 
ammunition through that dismal bog and 
across the ditches; and during their slow 
progress they were watched by spies, so 
that, instead of taking Budge-Budge by 
surprise, when they reached a dry hollow 
near that fort and laid themselves down 
after a night’s march to take a little rest, 
they were suddenly attacked by the na¬ 
bob’s general Monichund, who had come 
down from Calcutta with 3000 horse and 
foot. But, after sustaining some loss, 
Clive heat off his assailants, and Moni- 
chund, having witnessed the death of four 
of his principal officers and of a fine war 
elephant, and having received a bullet in 
his own turban, fled back to Calcutta and 
left Budge-Budge to its fate. The garri¬ 
son fled out of the place by night, leaving 
their artillery and stores behind them. 
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I was so terror-stricken that he 
/ only a few hours at Calcutta, 
( continued his flight to Moorshe- 
to assure the nabob, who had no 
more courage than himself, that “ The 
Daring; in War” was irresistible. Moni- 
chund, however, left a large garrison be¬ 
hind him in Fort William, and he had 
conjured them to defend the place against 
the English. 

On the 2d of January (1757) Admiral 
Watson brought his ships to anchor off 
the fort; and a very few shot were suffi¬ 
cient to send the garrison scampering ofp 
after their general. Without the loss of 
a single life, apparently without a wound 
or a scratch, the English regained posses¬ 
sion of the fort and town. Clive, who 
had come up with his troops, and who 
took possession of the fortress, recom¬ 
mended an instant attack upon Hooghly, 
where Suraj-u-Dowlah had stationed a 
considerable army; but hot disputes broke 
out between Clive and Watson, and gene¬ 
rally between the officers in the company’s 
service and the officers who commanded 
the king’s troops, and who, inferior as was 
their force, seem to have assumed on all 
occasions the rights of precedence and 
superiority. The success of the whole 
expedition and the fortunes of the English 
would more than once have been irre¬ 
trievably committed but for the iron will 
ind daring, the unflinching spirit of Clive, 
who was ever ready to take upon himself 
all responsibility, arid to answer for every 
consequence. 

At length, on the 10th of January, a 
part of the fleet, and a detachment of the 
land troops under the command of Major 
Coote, arrived off Hooghly, which bristled 
with batteries mounting heavy guns, and 
garrisoned by 3000 men—who all fled 
after a very short cannonade, and left the 
place with everything in it to the English. 
So perfect was the panic of the nabob's 
troops, that Coote, with only fifty Euro¬ 
peans and one hundred sepoys, scoured 
the country for several miles, destroying 
or capturing a vast quantity of rice and 
other provisions. The sepoys were left 
to garrison Hooghly, and the Europeans 
returned to Calcutta on the 19th of Ja¬ 
nuary, with a booty estimated at a lac and 
a half of rupees. Suraj-u-Dowlah had 



by this time collected an enormorj 
in Moorshedalmd, and, believingK 
force to be even smaller than it was, he 
began to march down :o Calcutta with 
terrible menaces. The English had not 
neglected to prepare for his reception, and 
determining not to be cooped up in the 
crazy fortress, Clive hud fortified a camp 
with several good posts around it, about a 
mile to the uorth of the town and half a 
mile from the bank of the river. The camp 
was almost surrounded by a lake, a marsh, 
and artificial ditches, and no army com¬ 
ing from the northward could get into the 
town without passing close to it. For¬ 
tunately the arrival of the ‘ Marlborough ’ 
at the end of the month furnished Clive 
with the artillery and stores that were 
wanting. 

On the 30th of January the nabob 
crossed the river about ten miles above 
Hooghly, and, as he continued his march, 
the country people, who had hitherto 
supplied the English camp and city with 
provisions, hid their stores and fled. The 
bullock-drivers also disappeared, and 
Clive was left without oxen, and W'ifh 
only one horse, which had been brought, 
from Madras. The waut of a small body 
of cavalry was sensibly felt on many oc¬ 
casions. In the course of the 30th, Clive 
wrote a conciliatory letter to the nabob, 
proposing peace; Suraj-u-Dowlah re¬ 
turned a courteous answer, but continued 
his march. The French at Chanderna- 
gore had, however, declined joining the 
native army, and had even made propo¬ 
sals to the English for a constant truce 
between them in . Bengal notwithstanding 
any war between the two crowns in Eu¬ 
rope and other parts of the world. On 
the 3rd of February all the villages to the 
north-east were seen in flames, and the 
van of the nabob’s army appeared in full 
inarch towards Calcutta. They passed 
along a causeway, or elevated road, in 
full view r of Clive’s camp, and about noon 
sonve of their plunderers penetrated into 
a suburb of Calcutta occupied by poor 
natives; but a sally from Perring’s Ke- 
doubt drove back these marauders with 
loss, and nothing more on the offensive 
was done during the rest of the day by 
the nabob’s army, who intrenched them¬ 
selves in a large garden, about a mile to 
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taast of the English camp, 
mour before dark Clive ad- 
4th the greatest part of his 

___ I six field-pieces, and attempted 

to drive them from the garden with a hot 
cannonade; but they answered his fire 
with nine heavy guns, they threw out 
cavalry to harass his flanks, and as it 
grew dark he retired to his camp, having 
lost three sepoys and two artillery-men. 
The nabob, who was still several miles 
off, continued his attempt to amuse Clive 
with negotiations, and on the following 
morning a letter was delivered from him 
requesting the attendance of some English 
deputies at a village six miles from Cal¬ 
cutta, in order to arrange the conditions 
of peace. Messrs. Wa lsh and Scrafton 
forthwith set out for the place designated; 
but when they got there they found that 
the nabob was gone. He had in fact tra¬ 
versed his far-extending army, and had 
now lodged himself, with some of the 
best of his troops, in a house and walled 
garden belonging to Omichund, situated 
m the north-east part of the company’s 
territory, and within the Mahratta ditch. 
Messrs. Walsh and Scrafton followed him 
to this place, and, after some violent al¬ 
tercation about delivering up their swords, 
which they resolutely refused to do, they 
were admitted to an audience. Suraj-u- 
Dowlah, stern and stately, was seated on 
the musnud, and was surrounded by the 
principal of his officers and the tallest 
and grimmest of his attendants, who, to 
impress awe, and to look more stout and 
truculent, had dressed themselves in 
wadded garments and put enormous tur¬ 
bans on their heads. During the con¬ 
ference these fellows sat. scowling at the 
two Englishmen, as if they only waited 
the nabobs nod to murder them. Never¬ 
theless, the Englishmen remonstrated 
with the nabob upon his thus entering the 
company’s territory, and delivered to him 
a paper containing the conditions upon 
which Clive would make peace with him. 
Without reph .ng, Suraj-u-Dowlah broke 
up the assembly. As Walsh and Scrafton 
were leaving the hall, Omichund, that 
wily and inexplicable Hindu, whispered 
them in the ear to have a care of their 
lives; adding, with a significant look, 
that the nabob’s cannon had not yet been 



brought up to that position. Ins%2|^pl 
going as ordered to the tent of tl|ei ^ 
bob’s minister, the two Englishmenor^ 
dered their attendants to extinguish the 
torches; and then they tied through the 
darkness and confusion to Perring’s Re¬ 
doubt, whence they easily found their 
way to the camp. Clive instantly deter¬ 
mined to attack the nabob the following 
morning. At midnight GOO sailors, armed 
with firelocks, were landed from the 
ships of war; the battalion of Europeans 
were 650, the artillery-men 100, the se¬ 
poys 800, the field-pieces six 6-pounders.* 

“ About three o’clock in the morning,” 
says Clive himself, “I marched out nearly 
my whole force, leaving only a few Eu¬ 
ropeans, with 200 new-raised bucksarees, 
to guard our camp. About six we entered 
the enemy’s camp in a thick fog, and 
crossed it in about two hours, with con¬ 
siderable execution. Had the fog cleared 
up, as it usually does, about eight o’clock, 
when we were entire masters of the camp 
without the ditch, the action must have 
been decisive; instead of which, it thick¬ 
ened and occasioned our mistaking the 
way.”f When this fog cleared up, Clive, 
with a portion of his small army, found 
himself wholly separated and at a con¬ 
siderable distance from the rest; and in 
this state he had to sustain the attack of 
a great portion of the nabob’s forces, 
horse, foot, and artillery—arid among the 
horse were some well-mounted and well- 
accoutred Persians, who did unusual 
execution before they wheeled and tied. 
In this conflict Clive lost altogether, two 
field-pieces, 120 Europeans, and 100 se¬ 
poys—a great proportion of his small 
force. But the carnage committed by 
the. English, who were mad for revenge 
on the perpetrators of the black-hoie 
murders, was terrible; the- panic in the 
Indian army was universal, and Clive was 
not disappointed as to the effects likely 
to be produced on the feeble miud of the 
nabob by the battle. On the next day 
Suraj-u-Dowlah quitted the town and the 
territory of the company, and encamped 
on a plain six miles off. Clive was pre- 


* Orme. 

+ Clive’s letter to the Secret Committee, in 
Sir John Mulcolm’s Life. 
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lire him battle again, when he 
/himiblc note in which the 
({posed or prayed for peace. 
Watson, insisting that no re¬ 
liance was to be placed on his good faith, 
recommended another attack without loss 
of time; but Clive thought it more pru¬ 
dent to treat and to secure the extensive 
advantages which had already been ob¬ 
tained. He had no more reliance on the 
good faith of the Indian prince than had 
the admiral; but he was fully prepared to 
play off deception against deception, to 
watch events, and to finish the ruin of 
Suraj-u-Dowlah, whose name inspired 
every Englishman with horror, whenever 
the conjuncture should he favourable. 
He was the more eager to treat as he 
knew that the French at Chandernagore 
were now fully informed of the com¬ 
mencement of hostilities in Europe be¬ 
tween France and England, and as he 
apprehended that, in spite of their recent 
professions, they might be induced to 
rake the field for the nabob, who, if driven 
to extremities, would be sure to tempt 
them with the most splendid offers. 
Even 40,000 Hindus and Mohammedans, 
under ignorant native officers and a 
coward like Suraj-u-Dowlah, might be 
despised; but Clive felt that the case 
would be different if they should be 
joined by 400 or 500 brave and expert 
Frenchmen. He therefore responded 
with alacrity to the nabob’s pacific pro¬ 
posals ; and in a day or two a treaty w as 
concluded as favourable to the English 
as if they had dictated all its clauses. 
Suraj-u-Dowlah restored to the English 
at Calcutta all the villages he hod seized, 
permitted their merchandise to pass cus¬ 
tom-free, agreed to their fortifying Cal¬ 
cutta, allowed them to establish a mint, 
and engaged that all goods taken from 
their factories should be restored, and 
that money compensation should he given 
for such as had been damaged, destroyed, 
or lost.* This treaty was concluded cn 
the 9th of February, and three days after 
the nabob, who now wished, or pretended 
to wish, for an alliance offensive and de¬ 
fensive with the English, whom he had 
so recently vowed to exterminate, entered 

* Sir John Malcolm's Life of Clive.—Orme. 


into another agreement with f 
which the English engaged to look 
the nabob’s enemies as their own, and to 
grant him any aid in their power.* Yet 
the nabob had scarcely signed these papers 
and gotten back in safety to his capital, 
when he opened a fresh correspondence 
with the French at Chandernagore, and 
even sent emissaries to Golconda to invite 
M. Bussy into Bengal, where he promised 
him and his troops higher rewards than 
any they could now hope for in the 
Deccan. He said that there would be no 


* This peace, severely censured by many of 
the English iu India, was thus justified by Olive 
himself in a private letter written ut the time ;— 
“ if l had only consulted the interest and repu¬ 
tation of a soldier, the conclusion of this peace 
might easily have been suspended. I know, at 
the same time, there are many who think 1 have 
been too precipitate in the conclusion of it; but 
surelv those who are of this opinion never knew 
that the delay of a day or two might have ruined 
the company's affairs, by the junction of the 
French with the nabob, which was on the point 
of being carried into execution. They never con¬ 
sidered the situation of affairs on the const, and 
the positive orders sent me by the gentlemen 
there to return with tho major part of tho forces 
at all event?; they never considered that, with a 
war upon the coast and in the province of Beugal 
at, the same time, a trading company could not 
subsist without a great, assistance from the go¬ 
vernment ; and, last of all, they never considered 
that a long war, Attended through the whole 
course of it with success and many gr*’at actions, 
ended at last with tho expense of more thuu fifty 
lacs of rupees to the company. Believe me, sir, 
I have constantly had this consideration in view, 
and mv conduct has been always regulated agree¬ 
ably to it. I con further say I never undertook 
an expedition attended with half so many dis¬ 
agreeable circumstances as this; the nutural 
jealousy subsisting between the sea and land 
service has given me much uneasiness; I have 
suffered many mortifications; the independent 
power given me by the gentlemen of the com¬ 
mittee at Madias has created me many enemies; 
and lastly, that attention which, by my public 
station, I owe to the interests of the company, in 
preference to that of private individuals, has not 
parsed by mircllecteu upon. I am a very con¬ 
siderable sufferer myself; and I can affirm with 
great truth and sincerity that I have left no means 
untried with the nabob', when the company’s in¬ 
terest was not immediately concerned, to induce 
hirn to consider the unhappy people at Calcutta, 
and he has often promised me to do it. Nothing 
harsh, ungenerous, or uncharitable shall fait 
from my pen ; at. the same time, in justice to the 
company, I cannot avoid expressing my concern 
at the future prospect of their affairs," after the 
obtainment of such honourable ami advantageous 
conditions .'’ — Litter to Mr- Puyne, in Sir John 
Malcolm ’# Lift >f Clint, 
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gratitude, or to the prosperity 
eur of the French, if they 
y lend him a helping hand to 
insolent Englisli once and for 
These secret correspondences were 


betrayed by the nabob’s own ministers 
and agents, and Clive, who was supposed 
to know nothing of them, was fully in¬ 
formed of every particular. It appears 
that Omichund, who had been a great 
loser by the sacking of Calcutta and the 
entire interruption to trade, and who had 
not yet been able to recover the compen¬ 
sation which the nabob had promised 
him, was now as hostile to Suruj-u- 
Dowlah as he had been to the English 
presidency; and that by himself, or by 
his numerous friends and dependents, he 
acted as a spy at Moorshedabad, as he had 
formerly done at Calcutta, lint his views 
and plans shifted and varied with cir¬ 
cumstances, and it was impossible to 
judge, by his conduct on one day, what 
that conduct would be on the morrow. 
Like an expert juggler, he puzzled or 
deceived all parties at once, aud be¬ 
wildered the judgment of those whom he 
was actually serving for the time. 

The English felt that there would be 
no permanent security for Calcutta or 
any other place on the Hooghly so long 
as the French were left in possession of 
Chandernagore; and the presidency of 
Madras had recommended the capture of 
that place to Clive, who turned his atten¬ 
tion in that direction as soon as he had 
concluded his treaty with Suraj-u- 
Dowlah He thought it, however, neces¬ 
sary to ask the nabob’s permission tor the 
attack, and this served as a test of Suraj- 
u-Dowlah's good faith, deceiving eva¬ 
sive answers, Clive hurried on the pre¬ 
parations for the assault. The French 
now repeated their desire for a truce 
with him. But,” wrote Clive, “ I have 
given it as my opinion to proceed and 
invest the place, and, if it should happen 
at last that the nabob is really against 
taking it, to accept the neutrality, and 
make merit of doing it at his request and 
in obedience to his order, by which means 
he will be convinced of our friendship 
and power at the same time/' 



1st of March he instructed Mr. 
who was again residing at Moorshe 
to inform the nabob that he felt the 
greatest reluctance to attack the French 
without his consent, but that he hoped 
that this permission might be obtained 
from one who was now his friend and 
ally. Admiral Watson joined in repre¬ 
senting to the nabob that it was essential 
to his own interest, as much as to the 
safety of the English, that the French 
d should be rooted out of Chandernagore. 

- The admiral further stated that the 
French on the Hooghly could not engage 
for their countrymen on the coast of 
Coromandel; that the governor of Pondi-’ 
cherry might at any time break any truce 
between them and* the English at Cal¬ 
cutta; that, if a superior French force 
arrived at Chandernagore, Calcutta would 
be assuredly attacked; and, finally, that 
the French were not only talking of such 
reinforcements by sea, but also reporting 
that M. Bussy was marching from the 
Deccan into Bengal.* “ Is it,” wrote the 
English seaman, “ to attack you ? Is it 
to attack us ? You are going to Patna. 
Yon ask our assistance. Can we, with 
the least degree of prudence, march with 
you, and leave our enemies behind us? 
You will then be too far off to support 
us, and we shall be unable to defend our¬ 
selves. Think what can be done in this 
situation. I see but one way. Let us 
take Chandernagore, aud secure ourselves 
from any apprehensions from that quarter; 
and then we will assist you with every 
man in our power, aud go with you even 
to Delhi, if you will. Have we not 
sworn reciprocally that the friends and 
enemies of the one should be regarded as 
such by the other? And will not God, 
the avenger of perjury, punish us if we 
do not fulfil our oaths ? What can I say 
more? Let me request the favour of 
your speedy answer/’f But the answer 
was a fresh evasion, and the nabob even 
ventured to detach some troops to the 
neighbourhood of Chandernagore as if to 
assist the French. loosing all patience. 


* Letter to Mr. Payne, in Sir John Malcolm s 
Lite of Clive. 


a - | The distance of the northern part of the 
un mt I country coded to Bussy wna only about 200 miles 
from Calcutta. 


f From a letter given by Sir John Malcolm i 
Life of Clive. 
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again to the equivocator, 
lhat Clive had received more 
nore troops and ships were ex¬ 
it that, if he, the nabob, failed 
to act up to his engagements, he would 
kindle such a fire in his dominions that 
ail the water in the Ganges should not be 
able to extinguish it. “ Farewell!” added 
the sailor; “ remember that he who pro¬ 
mises you this never yet broke his word 
with you or with any man whatsoever.” 
This concise rhetoric terrified Suraj-u- 
Dowlali, who, by a note dated the 10th of 
March, gave, though in general and 
vague terras, the required assent to the 
attack upon Chandemagore. “ You have 
understanding and generosity,” wrote the 
nabob to the admiral: “ if your enemy, 
with an upright heart, claims your pro¬ 
tection, you will give him his life, but 
theu you must be well satisfied of the in¬ 
nocence of his intentions; if not, whatso¬ 
ever you think right, that do.” Yet, all 
the while, he was making advances of 
money to the French, and urging the ad¬ 
vance of M. Bussy. A day or two after 
he gave to Mr. Watts, in words plainer 
than those used to the admiral, a verbal 
assent; but he told the same resident that 
the attack must not be thought of, as 
M. Bussy was on his road and marching 
through Cuttack. But the information 
respecting Bussy,which afterwards proved 
not to be true, made Watson and Clive 
hasten their blow. On the 14th of March 
the English fleet was anchored near 
Chandemagore, and Clive began the at¬ 
tack by land with all his characteristic 
spirit and intelligence. The place was 
not unprepared. As soon as the French 
knew that war was certain they blew up 
all the houses that overlooked their 
works, and made out of the materials a 
glacis. The fort, about thirty yards from 
the river, was a square, with four bas¬ 
tions, each mounting ten guns; several 
more guns were mounted in different 
parts of the ramparts, and eight upon a 
ravelin towards the river: all these were 
heavy pieces, from 24 to 32-pounders; 
and six of smaller calibre were planted 
on the terrace of a church within the 
fort, which overlooked the walls. Be¬ 
yond the glacis the French had erected 
several batteries to sweep the approaches 


to the fort by land, and one 
superior strength to command thj* 
Moreover, to prevent the near approach 
of the English men-of-wav, they had sunk 
several ships in the river. The garrison 
was 900 strong, 300 being French regu¬ 
lars, 300 French inhabitants well trained 
as militia, arid the rest French sailors and 
sepoys. They expected to be assisted by 
the detachment from the nabob’s army 
which lay within or upon the skirts of 
their little territory; but. Nuncomar, who 
commanded those troops, had a private 
understanding with Omiehund and the 
English, and withdrew before the siege 
began. In one short day’s work Clive 
drove in all the French outposts and 
forced them to abandon and spike the 
guns of one of the best of their outer 
batteries. On the morning of the 15th the 
French abandoned all their other outer 
batteries except the one on the river. On 
the 16th Clive brought into position his 
own heavy artillery and began to can¬ 
nonade: on the 17th and 18th he threw 
some shells from a cohorn and a mortar; 
and on the 19th the ‘Kent,’ ‘Tiger,’ and 
‘Salisbury’ came to anchor within a mile 
of the fort, and began to remove the ob¬ 
structions from the bed of the river. 
With great skill and industry a way was 
opened through the sunken ships; and on 
the 23rd the three men-of-war presented 
their formidable broadsides to the fort. 
On the following morning a terrible bat¬ 
tering was begun both by land and water; 
but the French responded with so much 
celerity that they seemed to have the 
better until about sunset, wh'en the 
‘ Tiger ’ came opposite the ravelin and 
knocked it to pieces with one broadside. 
The ‘Salisbury ’ hardly came into action 
at all, but the ‘Kent,’ Admiral Watson’s 
ship, fought closer to the bastions than 
was intended, so that several of her people 
were killed or wounded as she was .‘hill¬ 
ing her ground, and she was allowed to 
run out her cable and fall into a very dis¬ 
advantageous position. Watson, how¬ 
ever, instead of hauling off, determined 
to decide the contest at those close quar¬ 
ters, and he thundered at one of the bas¬ 
tions. On both sides every shot told, and 
the ‘ Kent* suffered severely. But at the 
same time Clive’s land-batteries kept up 
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tire on the bastion, and the 
©ntinued to pour in her broad- 
nine o'clock in the morning, 
fiearly all their guns were silenced, 
he French hoisted a flag of truce, and 
proposed a surrender to Admiral Watson. 
Captain Coote was sent on shore to ar¬ 
range the terms. Fifty of the best French 
soldiers, with twenty Topasses and several 
officers, stole out of the fort before any¬ 
thing was settled, and marched away to 
the north ward* At three o’clock the rest 
capitulated and remained prisoners of 
war. The acquisition of this important 
place had not been obtainedwithout serious 
loss: in the ‘Tiger’ the master and 14 
others were killed and 56 wounded; the 
‘ Kent ' had received six shots in her masts 
and 142 in her hull; the first lieutenant, 
Mr. Perrot, and 18 of the crew, were 
killed, and 72 wounded. In the last de¬ 
cisive attack Clive had only 1 man killed 
and 10 wounded; but before the ships 
came into action he had lost between 20 
and 30 in killed anil wounded. During 
the siege the nabob had addressed several 
letters to the English., commanding them 
in imperious language to desist; and he 
had even dispatched another division of 
his army under BoyduUub to make them 
raise the siege. But when within 20 miles 
of Chandernagore Roydullub was met by 
Nun comar, who assured him that his ad¬ 
vance was useless, for that Chanderna¬ 
gore must fall before he could reach it. 

All intentions and schemes on the part 
of the nabob were more changeable than 
an April sky or the hues of the chameleon. 
Just as he received the news of the cap¬ 
ture of the French settlement, intelligence 
was brought him that the Patans, in con¬ 
junction with a Mahratta army, w r ere 
about to invade Behar and Bengal. He 
had already requested the aid of the 
English against these much redoubted 
warriors from the north; but, as they had 
delayed their invasion, he bad beeu in¬ 
dulging in the hope that the danger was 
blown over, aud that he might be able 
not only to maintain himself without the 
assistance of the English, but also to curb 
their encroachments. Even now the in¬ 
formation respecting the Patans was in¬ 
correct; but, believing it to lie true, and 
his own danger imminent, he wrote 


letters of congratulation to 
Watson and Colonel Clive, exptesl 
the strongest desire to remain in memT 
ship and alliance with them, and offering 
the territory of Chandernagore to the 
English on the same terms, as those on 
which it had been held bv the French 
company; hut he ordered the division of 
his army which had marched with Roy- 
dull ub to continue at Plassey, on the 
island of Cossimbuzar, thirty miles to the 
south of Moorshedabad.* Clive, whose 
suspicions never slumbered, and whoso 
secret agents were constantly conveying 
to him fresh doubts of Suraj-u-Dowlali’s 
sincerity, was disquieted by the position 
taken up by his army, and was greatly 
offended at the nabob's giving refuge and 
protection to the French soldiers and 
Topasses who had escaped from Chan¬ 
dernagore, and who must have been cap¬ 
tured by an English detachment sent 
after them, if the nabob’s troops had not 
prevented it. Clive demanded peremp¬ 
torily that these fugitives, who were now 
under the command of M. Law, an officer 
of some ability,! should be given up to 
him as prisoners of war, and that all the 
settlements and factories that remained 
to the French in Bengal should be sur¬ 
rendered to the Engl isli. Suraj-u-Dowlah 
returned a civil but evasive answer to 
these demands; but, to dissipate the ill 
will of the English, he chose this moment 
for fulfilling part of his treaty, and paid 
over 450,000 rupees as an instalment to 
Calcutta. Leaving a. good garrison in 
Chandernagore, and the greater part of 
the army cantoned in the neighbourhood, 
Clive and Watson returned to Calcutta 
with a booty estimated at 100,000/. The 
presidency of Madras, apprehensive of 
an attack by the French from Pondi¬ 
cherry and from Europe, wrote pressing 
letters to recall Clive to the Coromandel 
coast: but he, being fully convinced that 
the work was not yet finished in Bengal, 
determined to remain where lie was. 

* Orme. 

f This Law, who had previously becu serving 
in the Carnatic against Clive and Laurence, was 
a son or nephew of the celebrated Scotch fluancier. 
Law. who had driven all Franco mad with the 
famous Mississippi scheme, the parent of the 
South Sea scheme, which had produced an equal 
madness m England. 
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with Olive, but with every 
inn at Calcutta who had wit- 
^ suffered the nabob’s perfidy and 
ty, it was a confirmed belief that 
there could be no permanent security in 
Bengal until Suraj-u-Dowlah was driven 
from the musnud, and made as quiet as 
his sacrifices of the black-hole, that were 
sleeping in the great pit under the walls 
of Fort William. Clive had all along 
insisted that there should be no rest or 
pause until the French were destroyed 
root and branch, and he had also foreseen 
that this operation would be opposed to 
the utmost by the nabob: he had written 
to the committee at Calcutta—“If you 
attack Chandernagore, you cannot stop 
there; you must go further. Having es¬ 
tablished yourself by force, and not by 
the consent of the nabob, he, by force, 
will endeavour to drive you out again.” 

The invasion of the Patans was stayed 
by the payment of large sums of money 
by Suraj-u-Dowlah, who, after the fall of 
Chandernagore, as before the commence¬ 
ment and during the progress of the siege, 
continued to call upon M. Hussy, whose 
reported march into Cuttack proved a 
mere fable. Several of liis letters to the 
French general were intercepted at the 
time they were written, and copies of 
others were found upon his person after 
wards, when he was dethroned and a pri 
soner at Moorshedabad. In fact, no proof 
was wanting of his treachery and double 
dealing. In one of these letters to Bussy 
he said that he hoped he would borne 
with 2000 brave men well supplied with 
muskets to free him from “ The Daring 
in War” (Clive), for whose destruction 
he fervently prayed. In another epistle, 
written after the fall of Chandernagore, 
and nearly on the same day on which he 
pretended to congratulate the English 
commanders on that event, he said to 
Bussy—“ I am advised that you have ar¬ 
rived at Eehapore. This news gives me 
pleasure; the sooner you come here, the 
greater satisfaction I shall have in meet¬ 
ing you. What can l write of the perfidy 
of the English? They have, without 
ground, picked a quarrel with M. Renault, 
and taken by force his factory. They 
want now to quarrel with M. Law, your 
VOL. i. 



chief at Cossimbuzar; bnt I 
care to oppose and overthrow afl 
proceedings. When you come to Balia- 
sore, I will then send M. Law to your 
assistance, unless you forbid his setting 
out. Rest assured of my good will to¬ 
wards you and your company.”* In 
the same letter he added that he had 
issued his mandates to the governors of 
his provinces through which Bussy was 
to march to supply him with ever) tiling 
he needed, and to co-operate with him to 
the extent of their power. It was also 
known that he had sent servants with an 
elephant and jewels through Balkisore to 
meet M. Bussy, and that he was actually 
keeping in his pay M. Law, whose force 
had been raised to above a hundred 
French, through broken paroles and 
flights from the English camp. The pre¬ 
sidency of Calcutta were long kept in 
ignorance as to Bussy’s movements, not 
knowing with any accuracy whether lie 
was advancing into Bengal or was still 
in Golconda, or was quartered in the 
Northern Circars; hut no doubt was en¬ 
tertained that his junction wi th the nabob 
would be fatal to the English interest. 
Explanations were demanded over and 
over again by Mr. Watts, the resident at 
Moorshedabad, by Colonel Clive, and by 
Admiral Watson; but the only answers 
were subterfuges and equivocations, and 
Suraj-u-Dowl all’s behaviour gave every 
day some fresh cause for disgust. When 
he knew for certain that the Patans had 
retired beyond Delhi, and when he fancied 
that the French must surely be coming, 
he again threatened Mr Watts with im¬ 
palement, withheld the money which he 
was bound to pay to Calcutta, broke the 
treaty in other respects, interdicted the 
carrying of ammunition and provisions 
into the English fort and factory at Cos¬ 
simbuzar, and threatened to cut off the 
ears and nose of every subject that dared 
to contravene his orders. He also kept 
his army on foot at Plassey, reinforcing 
it from time to time, until nearly every 
man, horse, elephant, musket firelock, 
and cannon he possessed was collected at 
that commanding point. Mr. Watts, soon 

* The nabob’s letters, as given by Orrne. 
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m to Moorshedabad, had dis- 
the nabob was loved as little 
was at Calcutta, and that a 
drtion of his ministers, officers, 
and courtiers were ripe for conspiracy 
and revolt. These discoveries had been 
communicated in detail, by Watts, to 
Clive, to Watson, and to the members of 
the council, who all, without any hesita¬ 
tion, agreed with him that the conspira¬ 
tors should be encouraged and assisted, 
and that no means, however dark, or 
however contrary to the more honourable 
tenor of modern European policy, should 
be neglected to destroy that prince. What 
there was of iniquity in this scheme was 
certainly not wholly attributable to Clive, 
but shared with him by Watts and Wat¬ 
son and a dozen others. It seems, indeed, 
that not an Englishman in India was 
averse to the scheme, which, in its execu¬ 
tion, necessarily involved other iniqui¬ 
ties: and Clive was afterwards made to 
bear more than his due share of the 
blame, because he was the most forward 
and energetic in working out the scheme, 
which all the rest had agreed upon and 
approved. In a private letter he vividly 
described the conduct of the nabob, and 
repeated what he had often said before, 
that, if the English power were to be pre¬ 
served in India, no terms must be kept 
with him. 41 One day,” says he, “ he tears 
iny letters and turns out my vakeel, and 
orders his army to march; he next coun¬ 
termands it, sends for the vakeel, and 
begs his pardon for what lie has doue. 
Twice a week he threatened to impale 
Mr. Watts; in short, he is a compound of 
everything that is bad, keeps company 
with none but his menial servants, and is 
universally hated and despised by the 
great inen. This induces me to acquaint 
von ihere is a conspiracy going on against 
him by several of the great men, at the 
head of whom is Jugget Seit himself, as 
also Cojah Wazeed. 1 have been applied 
to for assistance, and every advantage 
promised the company can wish. The 
committee are of opinion it should be 
given as soon as the nabob is secured. 
For my own part, I am persuaded there 
can he neither peace nor security while 
such a monster reigns. Mr. Watts and 


Omichund are at MoorshedabadVnayiiye 
many meetings with the great infon J r lhej 
last letter I received from Mr. Watts he 
desires that our proposals may be sent, 
and that they only wait for them to put 
everything into execution; so that you 
may shortly expect to hear of a revolu¬ 
tion which will put an end to all French 
expectations of ever settling in this coun¬ 
try again. The Patans, who were coming 
this way, have been pacified by a sum of 
money, and are returning to their own 
country. Had they approached near, 
everything would have been overset in this 
country, from three-fourths of the nabob’s 
army being against him. It is a most 
disagreeable circumstance to find that the 
troubles are likely to commence again: 
hut the opinion here is universal that 
there can be neither peace nor trade with¬ 
out a change of government.” * Jugget 
Seit, named by Clive as being at the head 
of the plot, was the greatest banker in 
Bengal, and he possessed immense influ¬ 
ence in the neighbouring kingdom of 
Oude, and even m the Mogul’s court at 
Delhi, by means of his wealth and his 
connexions with the other great Hindu 
seits, or bankers, who, under the Moham¬ 
medan conquerors, as under their native 
princes, monopolised the business of re¬ 
venue and finance in every part of India. 
Other Hindus, both civil and military, 
in the service of Suraj-u-Dowlah, were 
leagued with Jugget Seit,—as Mouichund, 
the late governor of Calcutta, who had 
fought Clive in the hollow near Budge- 
Budge ; Ramnarrain, the governor of the 
province of Patna; Rajaram, the manager 
of Midnapore ; and Roydullub, the dewau, 
or minister of finance. But the real chief 
of the conspiracy, or he who was to gain 
the most bv it, was Meer Jaffier Khan, a 
Mohammedan soldier of fortune, who had 
been raised to the highest dignities by 
the late nabob Aliverdy Khan, whose 
daughter he had married. Meer Jaffier 
was at this moment commander-in-chief 
of the army assembled at Plnssey, ami it 
was calculated that half of that force 
would implicitly obey his orders. His 
object was nothing short of the throne 

* Letter from Clive to Pigot. 
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( lions of his master. That, adept 
y, Gmichiuid, was admitted into 
at an early stage, and was em- 
^both by the Hindus and the Eng¬ 
lish to forward the conspiracy and to 
bargain with Meer Jaffier. Though sus¬ 
picious, like all Eastern despots, Suraj-u- 
Dowlah entertained so little doubt of the 
fidelity of Meer Jaffier that he was offer¬ 
ing him ten lacs of rupees if he would go 
down to Calcutta and exterminate the 
English. On the other hand, Clive wrote 
to recommend firmness and perseverance 
to Meer .Jaffier, telling him that when all 
was ready he would march to his assist¬ 
ance with 5000 men who never turned 
their backs. To lull the nabob into se¬ 
curity the English troops were all sent 
into quarters, and the artillery and tum¬ 
brils were warehoused in Calcutta as if 
the war were considered at au end for 
that season. But Clive then demanded 
from the nabob that he should break up 
his camp at Plassey, remit another instal¬ 
ment of the money owing, and fulfil other 
articles of the treaty. As was foreseen, 
Suraj-U-Dowlah replied to these demands, 
sometimes by equivocations, and at others 
by menaces or a haughty defiance; and 
the plot against him went on with addi¬ 
tional vigour:—Mr. Watts was fully au¬ 
thorised to conclude a treaty with the 
aspirant to the musnud; and Admiral 
Watson, though entertaining serious 
doubts as to the success of the daring 
enterprise, agreed to send 200 of his sea¬ 
men to act with the land troops at Plassey, 
or Moorshedabad, or wherever the star of 
Clive might lead them. Everything on 
the part of the English was ready for 
hiking the field, when the conspiracy w as 
nearly broken up by a sudden and violent 
.quarrel between Meer Jaffier and the 
nabob; but Meer Jaffier, who only a few 
days before had solemnly sworn on the 
Koran, and by God and the Prophet of 
God, to keep his engagements with Mr. 
Watts, took the same solemn oaths to be 
faithful to his prince; and Suraj-u-Dowlah 
received him hack into his confidence and 
continued him in the command at Plassey. 
But tliis alarm was scarcely over when a 
new one was created by the perplexing 
conduct and excessive cupidity of Omi- 



chund. Meer Jaffier very soon r<% 
that the wily Hindu bad been adkul 
into all the secrets of the plot; and Mr. 
Watts agreed with him in the opinion 
that Omichnnd would make everything 
subservient to his own avarice, and would 
be ready to sacrifice every member of the 
confederacy if he should see a prospect 
of greater gain with security to himself 
The Hindu, who was iri body and soul 
one mass of intrigue and deception, would 
not be satisfied with following the direo 
tions of others, but was always inventing 
manoeuvres of his own, seme of which 
were quite unintelligible to the other less 
imaginative conspirators. One day lie 
waited upon the nabob and told him that 
he had an important secret to com muni- 
cate which might cost him his life: the 
nabob promised him secrecyon which 
he told him the English had sent two 
gentlemen to Ganjam to consult with M. 
Bussy ; that the French and English had 
made peace together; and that M. Bussy 
was coming down to join Clive.’ 5 * The 
motive for tliis lie was seen through, for 
it gained him favour with Suraj-u-Dow¬ 
lah, who was tool enough to believe it, 
and who gave Omichund an order for a 
considerable sum of money which he owed 
to him. At the same time Cojah Wazeed 
reported to Mr. Watts other particulars 
of Omichund'a conduct, which were cal¬ 
culated to astonish, if not to alarm, all 
the members of the confederacy. But 
when all was ready the complex traitor 
took a bolder .step, which was at least 
clear and intelligible to every capacity. 
With his demure face and supple form 
he waited upon Mr. Watts, and told him 
that he would discover the whole plot to 
the nabob unless it was settled that he 
should receive thirty lacs of rupees, to 
reimburse him for past losses, and to re¬ 
ward him for his present sendees. Watts, 
who had become familiar with treachery 
and baseness of all kinds, concealed his 
emotions, flattered the ‘Hindu that his 
wishes would be complied with, and then 
wrote to Clive to denounce the villain 
and to consult as to the In st mode of pro¬ 
ceeding with him. Clive was of opinion 

• Letter from Mr. Watts to Clive. 
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achery ought to be met and 
by treachery; that Omichund 
j deceived by a fictitious agree- 
x pay him the money: and it ap¬ 
pears that the members or the council, 
and most if not all the English officers at 
Calcutta, concurred with Clive, who re¬ 
plied to Mr. Watts:—“ I immediately re¬ 
paired to Calcutta, and at a committee 
held both the admiral and gentlemen 
agree that Omichund is the greatest vil¬ 
lain upon earth ; and that now he appears 
in the strongest light, what he was always 
suspected to be, a villain in grain. How¬ 
ever, to counterplot this scoundrel, and at 
the same time to give him no room to 
suspect our intentions, enclosed you will 
Teceive two forms of agreement; the oue 
real, to be strictly kept by us, the other 
fictitious. In short, this affair concluded, 
Omichund will be treated as lie deserves. 
This you will acquaint Meer Jafiler 
with.” Accordingly two treaties were 
drawn up; one real upon white paper, 
and the other fictitious upon red. In the 
former there was no mention of Omi- 
chund; the latter had an article which 
expressly stipulated that he should re¬ 
ceive twenty lacs of rupees; and Mr. 
Watts was desired to inform him that 
“ thirty lacs was not inserted, as it might 
give rise to suspicion; but that a com¬ 
mission of five per cent, should be given 
to him upon all sums received from the 
nabob, which would fully, amount to the 
other ten lacs.” Though Admiral Wat¬ 
son agreed to the expediency of this 
juggle, it is said by various writers that 
he indignantly refused being a party to 
the fraud, or putting his name to the false 
red paper. Clive, however, solemnly 
affirmed afterwards, before a committee 
of the House of Commons, that the ad¬ 
miral objected to the signing of it, but, to 
the best of his remembrance, gave the 
gentleman who carried it (Mr. Lushing- 
ton) leave to put his name upon it.* It 
has recently been asserted in the broadest 
manner that Clive himself forged Wat¬ 
son’s name on the documeut without his 
consent,f but no evidence is adduced to 


* Purl. Report. 

t T. 13. Macaulay, Edinburgh Review, No. 


prove the fact, which seems to ul 
every kind of doubt Mr. LushinJrtoJ. 
any member of the council which agreed 
to the deception, was more likely to forge 
the signature than Clive, who was no 
penman. But in reality it'matters very 
little who wrote Watson’s name if they 
all agreed that it must be written in order 
to complete the deception. Omichund 
would not have been satisfied with the 
sham treaty if Watson’s name had not 
been to it; and if that determined Hindu 
had conceived any suspicion, and had 
realised his threats of disclosing all he 
knew to Suraj-u-Dowlah, Mr. Watts, Mr. 
Scrafton, Meer Jaffier, every Englishman, 
and every native concerned in the plot 
and within the nabob’s power, would in¬ 
evitably have met a horrible death; and 
the company would have lost all that 
they had gained at so much cost—would 
have been ruined or exterminated in 
Bengal. Such at least was the deep con¬ 
viction of Clive, of Watts, of Watson, of 
every member of the presidency, of every 
Englishman in the country, who, each 
and all, thought that the act. of treachery 
was, under the circumstances of the case, 
both indispensable and justifiable. Be¬ 
sides the odium excited by his last pro¬ 
ceeding, Omichund was detested in Cal¬ 
cutta on account of the well-grounded 
suspicion that he had contributed to lead 
the nabob to the capture and plunder of 
that place, and to the dismal tragedy of 
the black-hole. That such a scoundrel 
should be gratified in all his wishes, and 
be allowed to extort in so nefarious a 
manner the enormous sum of thirty lacs 
of rupees, seemed altogether mad and 
monstrous. Clive, to the end of his life, 
justified the trick. He said before the 
House of Commons—“ I never made any 
secret of it; I think it warrantable in 
such a case, and would do it again a hun¬ 
dred times; I had no interested motive 
in doing it, and did it with a design of 
disappointing the expectations of a rapa¬ 
cious matt,” As 800 u as Mr. Watts re¬ 
ceived the two treaties at Moorshedab&d 
he showed the red one to the grasping, 
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iln, and then endeavoured to 
dj from the nabob’s court, lest 
brew some fresh mischief, or de- 
_ udre gold to close his lips, Omi- 
chnnd said he wished to tarry a little 
longer at Moorshedabad, as the nabob had 
not yet paid him all the money he had 
promised him; but Watts at last suc¬ 
ceeded in persuading him that Clive, who 
wanted his valuable services, would pay 
him with a liberality that would more 
than make up for any deficit or loss he 
might sustain by going to Calcutta; and 
then the Hindu took the road to that 
city in company with Mr. Scrafton. But 
on the road he gave fresh cause for un¬ 
easiness. At Cossimbuzar Mr. Scrafton 
missed him, and after a search found him 
at midnight closeted with the nabob's 
treasurer, endeavouring to obtain from 
him some more money. As the treasurer 
was not to he moved, Omichund conti¬ 
nued his journey. During the night Mr. 
Scrafton fell asleep in his palanquin, and 
waking at daybreak he again missed his 
suspicious and slippery compa :>n. Not 
knowing this time where to look for him, 
the Englishman halted on the high road 
till three o'clock in the afternoon, when 
Omichund reappeared with a troubled 
countenance. Jle said he had been to 
pay a visit at the camp of Plassey to his 
iriend Roydullub, one of the conspirators, 
who had told him that no stipulations 
had been made in his (Omichund’s) fa¬ 
vour in the treaty with Meer Jafiier! 
Every man engaged in these life and 
death transactions needed nerves of iron. 
Scrafton had both nerve and wit: he 
stood unmoved the searching glances of 
the Hindu, and he ingeniously couvinced 
him that Roydullub could not yet have 
seen the final treaty arranged between 
the select committee and Meer Jaffier,— 
in which treaty his name stood for the 
promised rupees. Thus convinced, and 
full of hope or confidence, the Hindu 
went, the rest of the journey without 
giving any further trouble to his travel¬ 
ling companion. On the 8th of May 
Omichund arrived at Calcutta, where lie 
was received by Colonel Clive and the 
other members of the committee with 
much apparent cordiality. But, in a 



nature like his, and engaged in 
transactions, jealousy and suspicion 
not be put to rest for any length of time. 
He sought out , the Persian secretary of 
the council, and bribed him to inform 
him if any deceit to his detriment should 
appear in the treaty, when ratified by 
Meer Jaffier in the Persian language. 
In this quarter, however, his money and 
his trouble were thrown away, as neither 
the Persian scribe, nor any other doubt¬ 
ful dependent, was admitted into the 
secret. After the departure of Omichund 
from Moorshedabad disputes arose be¬ 
tween Mr. Watts and Meer Jaffier as to 
the manner in which the nabob’s treasure 
was to be divided; and when these diffi¬ 
culties were amicably adjusted, Suraj-u- 
Dowlah quarrelled again with Meer 
Jaffier, deprived him of the chief com¬ 
mand of the army, and appointed to it 
Coja Iladdee. Meer Jaffier shut himself 
up in his strong palace at Moorshedabad, 
and called upon his officers and retainers 
to defend him in case he should be at¬ 
tacked by the nabob. He had signed the 
last treaty, but Mr. Watts required the 
confirmation of his oath, and requested 
an audience,of him. Jaffier declined the 
visit, saying that it would excite suspi¬ 
cion, and that he was closely watched. 
Upon this Watts threw himself into a 
covered palanquin, such as was used to 
carry native ladies of rank, and passed 
unchallenged into the palace and into the 
harem, where lie was met by the khan 
and his son Meerati. In that sanctuary 
they were safe from intrusion, and they 
conferred at their leisure. Meer Jaffier 
said that through the recent alteration in 
the command all the troops he could con¬ 
fidently rely upon were 3000 horse; but 
that the nabob was so odious, and the 
disaffection so general, that many chiefs 
might be expected to desert him on the 
day of battle. At all events he desired 
that the English would immediately take 
the field and march upon Plassey and the 
capital, promising that, if the nabob re¬ 
mained in Moorshedabad and attempted 
to defend that city, he would himself rise 
within the walls and attack him in his 
palace; and that, in case of the nabob's 
risking a battle in the open plain at 
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would at the 
and hoist a white 
the English, and 
army with all his 
to observe every 
le treaty, placing the 
head, and his hand on 
the head of his son, whilst Mr. Watts 
held the papers before him. Tins over, 
Watts retired as he had come in the co¬ 


vered palanquin: and having dif^ 
Omar-beg, one of Meer Jaffier’s 
to Calcutta with a message to Clive^i 
a man of remarkable nerve, like all the 
rest—determined to remain at Moorsfcetl- 
abad until the very last moment, in order 
to watch events and to avoid exciting 
the suspicions of the nabob, who would 
have understood by his flight the hostile 
intentions of the English. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

CLIVE MARCHES UPON MOORSHEDABAD. 


Clive, tliough well knowing that Meer 
Jaffier was a timid and irresolute man 
that might fail him at the moment of 
crisis, resolved to lose no more time, but 
to begin at once a short campaign, which 
must either lay a throne and the richest 
provinces of India at his feet, or ruin him 
and the company beyond all hope of reco¬ 
very. Having made his preparations, and 
collected his troops at Chandernagore, he 
set out from that place on the 13th of 
June, leaving 100 sailors to garrison that 
fort, and taking every soldier from it. 
The Europeans, with the field-pieces, 
stores, and ammunition, proceeded in 200 
boats, which were towed against the 
stream by the Indian rowers: the sepoys 
marched in sight of the boats along the 
high road made by the Mogul govern¬ 
ment, and continuing from Hooghly to 
Patna. Clive now dispatched a letter to 
Suraj-u-Dowlah, complaining “that he 
(the nabob) had used every subterfuge to 
evade the accomplishment of the treaty of 
February; that he had in four months re¬ 
stored only a fifth part of the effects he 
had plundered from the English ; that he 
had scarcely made peace before he invited 
M.'Bossy to come from the Deccan, and 
assist him in extirpating them once more 
out of his dominions; that the party of 
French troops with M. Law were at this 
very, time maintained at his expense 
within a hundred miles of his capital ; 
that he had, on groundless suspicions, in¬ 
sulted the English honour — at one time 
sending troops to examine their factory at 
Cossimbuzar, at another driving their 
vakeel [agent] with disgrace out of his 
presence; that he had promised a sum of 
gold rupees, then denied that promise, 
and then sent Omichund from the city 
under pretence that it was he who de¬ 
ceived the English commanders in their 


business. On the other hand, the English 
had borne all these injuries patiently, and 
had even taken the field to assist him 
when alarmed by the approach of the 
Patans; but at length, seeing no other 
remedy, their army was now marching to 
Moorshedabad, where they intended to 
refer their complaints to the decision of 
the principal officers of his government; 
namely, Meer Jaffier, Roydullub, the Seits, 
Meer Murdeen, and Moonloli; to which 
arbitration it was hoped that he would 
acquiesce, and so spare the effusion of 
blood.” At this moment Omichund, who 
had not been enabled to discover anything 
of the trick intended against him, was fol¬ 
lowing the English army, and rendering 
services to Clive in communicating with 
Monichund, Nimcomar, and other chiefs. 
At Moorshedabad Meer Jaffier continued 
shut, up in his strong palace, which was 
furnished with artillery, and made more 
like a place of arms than a dwelling- 
house. Mr. Watts was still in the same 
city, hut feeling that the moment for his 
hasty departure was arriving. On the 
11th, Meer Jaffier sent him a message, 
advising him to escape immediately. The 
English soldiers and goods at Cossimbuzar 
had been sent off some days before, and 
Watts had everything ready for hisf own 
flight. Still, however, he lingered about 
the court of the nabob, being reluctant to 
quit liis dangerous post until he received 
an express order from Clive. On the 
13th he was assured by a fresh messenger 
from Meer Jaffier that there was no longer 
any safety for him in Moorshedabad, as 
the nabob was going to attack his palace 
with cannon on the next morning. Upon 
this warning Watts stole out of the city, 
and travelled in his palanquin to Cossim- 
buzar, where there remained Mr. Collet, 
Mr. Sykes, and a surgeon, who were to 
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escape with. him. Watts or- 
banquet for the evening, and 
adopted^)ther artifices, to make the people 
believe he intended staying in the fac¬ 
tory; but, having collected the English 
gentlemen, he put himself under the 
guidance of a faithful Usbeg Tartar, 
struck across a wild and unfrequented 
part of the country, and after some strange 
adyentures reached the head-quarters of 
Clive at Culnah at three o’clock in the 
afternoon of the next day, having met on 
the road a messenger bearing Clive’s 
orders to join him. 

Intelligence of the flight of Mr. Watts 
was conveyed to the nabob the morning 
after his departure, just as he was pre¬ 
paring to cannonade Meer Jaffier’s palace, 
lie now discovered strong reasons for be¬ 
lieving what he had before tried to doubt, 
that there was a league between Jaffier 
and the English. Filled with dismay, he 
gave up all thoughts of cannonading his 
general, and endeavoured to detach him 
from his engagements with the English, 
and to win him back to bis own service. 
Meer Jaffier received his overtures, but 
refused to quit bis fortified residence to 
wait upon the nabob. Sinking bis pride 
in his terror, Suraj-u-Dowlah hereupon 
condescended to wait upon the general in 
his own house, and an interview, with 
proper precautions on both sides, took 
place in Jaffier’s palace. The nabob was 
profuse of promises, and at the end of the 
interview everything seemed changed 
again, for Meer Janier swore upon the 
Koran to be true to his master • and the 
nabob swore to permit him, when the 
present troubles were over, to retire with 
his family and treasures to another pro¬ 
vince. This was on the 15th, and Suraj- 
u-Dowlah, who, from his own practice 
and experience, might have been ex¬ 
pected to make a more correct estimate 
of the value of such vows and promises, 
was so elated that he sent off a letter of 
defiance to Clive, whose manifesto he had 
not yet received. He reproached the 
English commander with the want of 
justice and good faitli; he alluded to the 
flight of Mr. Watts as a proof of his trea¬ 
chery and evil intentions; he affirmed 
that his suspicion of the had faith of the 
English had induced him to keep his 



army on foot at Plassey; and E 
God and his Prophet to bear witr! 

Clive, and not be, had broken toe treaty 
of February. At the same time he rein¬ 
forced his army, sent Meer Jaffier to 
Plassey, as if confident in his truth, and 
wrote to M. Law to march back to Moor- 
shedabad with all speed. In the mean 
while Clive kept steadily advancing: on 
the 16th he halted at Patlee, and sent 
Major Coote to take Cutwali, a mud fort 
about twelve miles higher up, and com¬ 
manding the passage of the river Cossim- 
buzar, the governor of which had pro¬ 
mised to surrender after some show of 
resistance. Coote on approaching the 
fort waved a white flag; but the gover¬ 
nor had apparently changed his mind, for 
his answer to the signal was given by 
cannon-balls, and a warm fire was kept 
up from behind the mud walls for some 
time. As soon, however, as Coote put 
his Englishmen and his sepoys in order 
for an assault, the garrison set fire to the 
straw and matting which covered the 
w alls to protect them from sun and rain, 
and fled out of the fort, wherein Coote 
found rice enough to supply an anny of 
10,000 men for a whole year. In the 
evening Clive came up with his main 
body and encamped in the plain ; but the 
next, day the rainy season set in with ter¬ 
rible violence, and he was obliged to 
seek shelter for his army in the houses 
and mud huts of the town of Cutwah, 
which stood near to the fort. Nearly 
every day since he had begun his march 
Clive had sent secret messengers to Meer 
Jaffier; hut no answer from that chief 
reached him until the 17th, and the letter 
then received was far from being satis¬ 
factory. Jaffier confessed to him that he 
had been reconciled to the nabob, and 
had taken an oath to be true to him; add¬ 
ing, however, that all this signified no¬ 
thing, and that he still expected the Eng¬ 
lish to keep their engagements. It was 
not easy to trust a man who could swear 
with so much readiness on every side, 
and Clive determined not to cross the 
river of Cossimbuzar—the holiest branch 
of the Ganges—until he should obtain 
some further securities or assurances that 
Jaffier really intended to act with him. 
On the 20th —the anniversary of the 
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oter-the messenger who had been 
tea by Mr. Watts to Meer Jaffier 
^retiirii^hto Cutwah, where he reported to 
"jtrstfthat he had gained access to that 
chief, but that while conversing with him 
and his son Meeran, some officers came 
into the apartment who seemed to be 
steadily devoted to the nabob, and that 
thereupon Meeran, changing his tone, 
had told him he would cut off his Head 
as a spy, and the heads of all the English 
that dared to cross the river into the 
island. But on the evening after the ar¬ 
rival of this messenger at the English 
quarters another secret emissary appeared 
there, with two letters from Meer Jaffier, 
one addressed to Clive and the ether to 
Omar-beg, who was in the English camp. 
In these letters Jaffier re-affirmed his re¬ 
solutions, and stated that his position at 
Plassey would be either on the right 
or left wing of the nabob’s army: that 
he was now in the camp and should be 
able to communicate more freely and fre¬ 
quently with the English. He also gave 
some account of the state of the army, 
but seemed to avoid entering into any 
particulars as to the course which Clive 
ought to pursue upon reaching Plassey. 

The mind of the English commander 
was still disquieted by suspicions and 
misgivings. With the assistance of Jaf- 
fier’s 3000 horse h,e made sure of victory, 
blit without this accession of strength he 
despaired of it, as he was wholly desti¬ 
tute of cavalry. The greatness of the 
stake for which he was playing with so 
small an army, the heavy responsibility 
that lay upon him, rendered him irreso¬ 
lute and nervous, and he bad recourse, 
for the first and last time in his life, to a 
council of war. Having, on the morning 
of the 21st, assembled his officers to the 
number of fifteen,* he proposed the fol¬ 
lowing questions :—“ Whether the arm} 
should immediately cross into the island 
of Cosshnbuzar, and at all risks attack 
the nabob ? or whether, availing them¬ 
selves of the great quantity of rice which 
they had taken at Cutwah, they should 
maintain themselves there during the 



* Orme says twenty, but Sir Jolia Malcolm 
rives the names of all the officers horn a list 
found in Clive’s papers, and there, the total 
number, including Clive, is sixteen. 


rainy season, and in the mean time 
the Mahrattas to enter the proviA 
join them ?”* Contrary to the established 
practice, Clive gave his opinion first— 
and it was, that they should remain where 
they were. Majors Kilpatrick and Grant 
with six other officers agreed with Clive; 
but Captain Coote differed with him, and 
his opposite opinion was supported by six 
other officers.-}- Coote’s notion was — 
“ that the common soldiers were at pre¬ 
sent confident of success; that a stop so 
near the enemy would naturally quell 
this ardour: that the arrival of the 
French troops with M. Law would add 
strength to the nabob's force, and vigour 
to his councils: that they would sur¬ 
round the English army and cut off its 
communication with Calcutta, when dis¬ 
tresses not yet foreseen might ruin it as 
effectually as the loss of a battle. He 
therefore advised that they should either 
advance and decide the contest immedi¬ 
ately, or immediately return to Calcutta.” 
But Clive’s majority of nine had scarcely 
carried the question against Coote’s seven, 
when Clive himself felt dissatisfied at 
the decision, and his mind began to re¬ 
sume its vigour and firmness. To collect 
his thoughts he retired alone to a grove 
of mango-trees a little beyond the town 
of Cutwah; he,remained there for an 
hour in deep meditation ; but then he re¬ 
turned to his quarters with the word 
“ Forward” on his lips; and, without 
consulting or caring for the council of 
war, he gave his orders that the army 
should cross the river on the following 
morning. At the hour appointed—at 
sunrise—the troops were put in motion : 
they had all crossed the river by four in 
the afternoon, and after a rapid inarch 
they encamped, long after sunset, in a 
mango grove near Plassey, and within a 
mile of the enemy. Clive, kept awake 
by his anxious thoughts, heard during 
the whole night the drums, trumpets, and 
cymbals of the nabob’s host, who had 
been warned of the approach of the Eng¬ 
lish, and were making their barbaric music 
to dispel drowsiness. After crossing the 
river in the morning, Clive received an- 
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•'from Meer Jaffier, conveying 
intelligence about the position 
/nabob himself intended to oc- 
7 appears, however, that this in- 
5s was not intentional, and that 
Suraj-u-Dowlah, who never had a con¬ 
sistent plan, altered his intentions. In 
replying to Meer Jaffier, Clive said, that, 
unless he co-operated with his cavalry, 
he would make peace with the nabob. 
Suraj-ii-Dowlah, who was really in the 
camp at Plassey, was jus sleepless as Clive: 
his army was immense, but he had no 
courage and no confidence in his chiefs, 
and it is even said that while sitting in 
his tent lie expected to be assassinated. 
At last the day broke which was to de¬ 
cide the fate of Bengal. 

The extensive ground occupied by the 
nabob’s army had defences both natural 
and artificial; a deep winding river 
flowed round three of its sides, and the 
other side was in part traversed by a 
ditch: there were two tanks surrounded 
by high earthen embankments, and there 
were groves, thickets, and eminences in 
various directions. But, relying on their 
superiority in numbers, the native troops, 
instead of waiting to be attacked, marched 
out to attack the English. Soon after 
sunrise they poured through all their 
openings aud advanced to the mango 
grove where Clive lay. They were 
40,000 foot and 16,000 horse : they had 
fifty heavy cannon, eacli drawn by a long 
tram of white oxen, and pushed on from 
behind by an elephant; and, besides this 
ordnance, there were some field-pieces 
under the direction of about forty French¬ 
men. The cavalry was far superior in 
quality to any that the English had yet 
seen in the Carnatic or in Bengal; it was 
not composed of the unwarlike weakly 
materials found in the valley of the 
Ganges and the plains of Hindustan, but 
both men and horses were from the 
hardier clime of Northern India. To 
oppose this vast host Clive had but 3000 
foot, and of this number only 1000 were 
British soldiers; but. his sepoys were ad¬ 
mirably trained and disciplined, were all 
commanded by British officers, and were 
enthusiastically attached to their general. 
All the artillery he had consisted of eight 
field-pieces, but these were well placed 



in the wood, and ably served 
lery-men and by sailors from W 
fleet, Clive expected every monk 
receive an encouraging message from 
Meer Jaffier, but none came. The In¬ 
dians began the fight with their great 
guns. Clive ordered his people to sit 
down on the ground, and the loud can¬ 
nonade of the enemy did them little mis¬ 
chief, the balls mostly striking the mango- 
trees over their heads. But when the 
Indians came a little nearer to the grove, 
the rapid fire of the English field-pieces 
did great execution on their crowded and 
confused masses. At eleven o’clock Clive 
resolved to keep up his cannonade, which 
seemed quite sufficient to deter the enemy 
from a near approach, all the rest of the 
day, and then, when night arrived, to 
penetrate into the nabob’s camp, these 
night attacks having so often been proved 
the best method of ruining native armies. 
About noon there fell a heavy shower of 
rain, which damaged the ammunition of 
the incautious Indians, and thereby ob¬ 
liged them to slacken their fire; but, 
Clive’s powder being well protected from 
the elements, his eight field-pieces in the 
grove kept up their fire with the greatest 
regularity. About the hour of noon one 
of his cannon-halls mortally wounded 
Meer Murdeen, one of the highest and 
best officers of the enemy; and the event 
greatly terrified the nabob, who was re¬ 
maining in his tent at a safe distance, 
and who had hitherto been flattered by 
those who took a nearer view of the 
battle with the assurance that his victory 
was certain. But now Suraj-u-Dowlah 
could see nothing before him but defeat 
and treachery ; and, sending for Meer 
Jaffier, he took his turban from his head 
and threw it on the ground, exclaiming, 
“ Jaffier, that turban you must defend.” 
Meer Jaffier bowed reverentially to the 
nabob, and to the symbol of him, the 
turban on the ground, and, crossing his 
hands on his heart, lie protested he would 
do all that could be done for his prince. 
It is said that immediately after this in¬ 
terview Jaffier dispatched a messenger to 
Clive informing him of the mortal wound 
of the great officer, and of the nabob’s 
fears, and advising him to make an attack 
on the camp three hours after midnight: 
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added that his messenger was 
afraid of the cannon-balls to 
the English position. It ap¬ 
pears doubtful whether such messenger 
was ever sent by the faltering, calculat¬ 
ing conspirator, who was evidently de¬ 
termined not to commit himself on the 
field, or to risk anything until he should 
see a certainty of Clive's success. But 
the increasing panic of the unmanly na¬ 
bob soon made that success most, certain. 
Roydullub, who was as deep in the con¬ 
spiracy as Meer Jaffier, repaired to the 
craven, to magnify the danger and to ad¬ 
vise him to retreat immediately to his 
capital. Suraj-u-Dowlah at once gave 
orders for commencing the retreat, and 
at about two o'clock in the afternoon the 
firing of his great guns ceased altogether, 
and the long teams- of white oxen were 
put to the cumbrous carriages to drag 
them off. In a short time all that host, 
horse and foot, was seen retreating through 
the camp, and nothing remained station¬ 
ary on that side except the small body of 
French adventurers who had ensconced 
themselves and their field-pieces behind 
the embankment of one of the tanks. To 
dislodge these Frenchmen, Major Kil¬ 
patrick detached himself, without orders, 
from the grove, with two companies and 
two field-pieces. When he was made 
aware of this unauthorised movement, 
Clive ran to Kilpatrick, reprimanded 
him, and sent him back to the grove to 
bring up the entire force. As soon as 
the English began to approach in num¬ 
bers, the French, seeing that they were 
left without any support, hastily aban¬ 
doned the tank and retreated to the rear 
of some intrenchments in the interior of 
the camp. 

While Clive was advancing, a great 
body of the nabob's cavalry appeared on 
his flank: these were the troops of Meer 
Jaffier, but they were not recognised as 
such by the English, for the promised 
white flag was not held out, nor was any 
other signal given or message sent. Clive, 
conceiving that they were manoeuvring 
to fall upon his baggage and his rear— 
which doubtless they would have done 
if he had been checked and beaten—de¬ 
tached three platoons of the line and a 
field-piece to stop their march. Major 


Grant presently fired into the mass, 
Jaffier, still making no sign, halted a 1 
fell hack. Clive, in the mean time, had 
taken possession of the tank which the 
French had abandoned, had occupied an 
eminence 200 yards to the left of the 
tank, and was now maintaining from 
both these posts a w arm cannonade. But 
the French kept their ground, some of 
the nabob's troops rallied, and some of 
his heavy guns were again loaded and 
pointed upon the English. Some bodies 
of cavalry too advanced several times as 
if to charge, but they were every time 
stopped and driven back by Clive's field- 
pieces. At last that great body of horse 
which had recently been on his flank 
began to move off the field without join¬ 
ing the rest of the nabob's army; and 
tins convinced Clive that they were the 
troops of Meer Jaffier, and that that con¬ 
spirator was now in reality doing some¬ 
thing, in his timid way, to settle the 
affair. In a few minutes Clive advanced 
still farther arid fell upon the French¬ 
men, who, finding themselves again aban¬ 
doned by the natives, fled from their po¬ 
sition, and this time left their field-pieces 
behind them. There was no more fight¬ 
ing’; the nabob's tens of thousands were 
flying towards Moorshedabad ; the whole 
camp, with tents, baggage, artillery, and 
oxen, was left in the undisputed pos¬ 
session of the English, whose booty upon 
that spot alone was of immense value. 
Suraj-u-Dowlah, mounted on a swift, dro¬ 
medary, was the foremost in the flight 
he was accompanied by some 2000 horse¬ 
men, and seems never to have stopped or 
looked behind him till he reached his 
capital. Clive stated his loss at twenty- 
two killed and fifty wounded, and these^ 
chiefly blacks, and the loss of the enemy 
at about 500 killed and wounded. All 
of his little army, British or sepoys, had 
behaved with the greatest steadiness and 
bravery, but praise Was more particularly 
given to the 39th regiment, which still 
bears on its banners the name of “ Plas- 
soy," and the motto, Primus in India* 
The English pursued the fugitives for 



* Ovme.—Colonel Wilkes.—Sir John Malcolm, 
Life of Lord Clive. Clive’s osvn account of the 
battle, in a letter to the secret committee, as given 
by Malcolm.—T. B. Macaulay. 
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six/miles, and then halted for the 
Qtt/Daudpore, where Clive received 
a.congratulatory letter from Meer Jaffier, 
who came and encamped in his neigh¬ 
bourhood that night. At midnight the 
fallen nabob arrived at his palace in 
Moorshedabad, and assembled all the offi¬ 
cers that had escaped with him, to deli¬ 
berate what next was to be done, or what 
means were most proper to save him 
from the wrath of his enemies. Some 
were of opinion that he ought to deliver 
himself up to the English and trust to 
the magnanimity of “ The Daring in 
War and some proposed that he should 
dispense his treasures with a liberal hand 
to his officers and troops, collect all of 
the army that he could, place himself at 
tiie head of it, and try once more the for¬ 
tune of war. He agreed, or at least- 
seemed to agree, with these bolder ad¬ 
visers. whose advice in all probability 
sprung solely out of their desire of get¬ 
ting a part of his treasure ; but, dismiss¬ 
ing the council and retiring to the apart¬ 
ments of his women, his fears overcame 
him, and he made up his mind to fly 
from his capital. The circumstances of 
his flight were essentially Oriental, re¬ 
sembling scores of other stories told of 
dethroned Eastern princes, Indians, Per¬ 
sians, Saracens, or Turks. He took with 
him, grasped in his own hand, or hid 
under his own vest, a rich casket of 
jewels ; and his chosen companions were 
his favourite concubine and his confi¬ 
dential eunuch : with no other attendants 
than these, and disguised in a mean dress, 
he descended in the darkness of night 
from a window of the palace, threw him¬ 
self into a boat, and ascended the river 
towards Patna. 

On the morning of the 24th of June, 
the day after the battle, Meer Jaffier 
waited upon Clive at Daudpore to claim 
the musnud. Conscious how strange his 
conduct at Plassey must have appeared 
to the English, he was not without his 
fears and trepidations, and, when Clive s 
troops drew out to receive him with mili¬ 
tary honours, he fancied they intended 
to kill him or make him their prisoner. 
He started hack in a cold agony, but 
Clive, hastily advancing to receive him, 
and embracing him, hailed him as Nabob 



of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar. . 
were then sufficiently removed 
of an hour’s consultation with the Eng¬ 
lish nabob-maker, who accepted the ex¬ 
cuses he offered, and advised him to push 
forward to Moorshedabad with all his 
horse, in order to secure the palace and 
the treasury of Suraj-u-Dowlah. Jaffier 
and his cavalry reached the capital that 
evening, and the English made another 
advance of six miles. The treasury was 
secured; and some elephants loaded with 
gold, dresses, furniture, and women, 
which Suraj-u-Dowlah had sent away 
previously to his own flight, were over¬ 
taken and brought back to the palace. 
Hopes were also entertained of capturing 
the flying nabob himself, as troops of 
horse were sent in pursuit in various di¬ 
rections. On the 25th Clive arrived at 
Mandipore, and sent Messrs. Watts and 
Walsh, with an escort of sepoys, to pay a 
congratulatory visit to Meer Jaffier, and 
to look after the English share of the 
treasure. Watts, who was at home in 
Moorshedabad, where he knew all classes 
and conditions of men, was secretly as¬ 
sured that the Mohammedan and Hindu 
conspirators wore resolved to withhold 
the treasure from £heir English allies; 
and that Roydullub, Meeran the son of 
Jaffier, and Cuddum Hussein Khan, an 
officer of distinction, were in a new plot 
to assassinate Clive. Whether true or 
false, Mr. Watts thought fit to believe 
this information, and Clive thought it 
prudent to postpone his entry into Moor¬ 
shedabad until the 29th; and when he 
entered he was surrounded by 200 Eng¬ 
lish and 300 faithful sepoys. Moreover 
he took up hi.s quarters in a strong pa¬ 
lace, spacious enough to accommodate his 
500 men. In a short time young Meeran 
waited upon him with all the flattery and 
adulation of the East: and Clive—we 
presume with a good escort-accompa¬ 
nied Meeran to pay a visit to his father. 
Meer Jaffier was found installed in the 
royal palace, in the splendid hall where 
Suraj-u-Dowlah had been wont to give 
audience. The musnud, or throne, was 
at the top of that hall, and Clive, per¬ 
ceiving that Jaffier kept at a distance 
from the regal seat, took him by the 
hand, led him up the hall, and seated him 






THE END OF OMICHUND. 



husnud. That ancient maker 
h^ker of kings, the gaunt Earl of 
iky never displayed more might, 
AigniW/and decision. When Jaffier was 

S iit in his pride of place, Clive com- 
the Eastern ceremony by present¬ 
ing to him, on a golden platter, a heap of 
gold rupees, and then all present pro¬ 
strated themselves before Jaffier as their 
lawful sovereign. The next morning the 
new nabob paid a visit to the English 
commander, and entered upon the deli¬ 
cate subject of the division of the spoils. 
He protested that there was not money 
enough left in Suraj-u-Dowlah’s treasury 
to pay what the English demanded, and 
what had been stipulated for in the treaty 
between them; but he assured Clive at 
the same time that he was most anxious 
to satisfy him, and that he would pay the 
full amount if time were allowed him. 
In order to come to some definitive ar¬ 
rangement, and to obtain security from 
the only men capable of giving it, Clive 
proposed that they should repair together 
to the residence of the seits, or great 
Hindu bankers, who had nearly all been 
concerned m the conspiracy against Suraj- 
u-Dowlah. Meer Jaffier consented, and 
they went immediately to the seits, Clive 
being followed by Omichund, who fan¬ 
cied that he was higher than ever in the 
Englishman’s favour, and that the mo¬ 
ment was now at hand when he should 
receive some of his lacs of rupees. But, 
on arriving at the seits, Omichund was 
not invited to a seat on the carpet with 
the other Hindu capitalists, and, some¬ 
what disconcerted and dismayed by this 
slight, he sat himself down among his 
servants near the outer part of the hall. 
The white or real treaty, containing all 
the stipulations and the sums and pro¬ 
portions agreed upon, was now produced : 
and Clive, turning to Mr. Scrafton, who 
was in attendance with Mr. Watts, said, 

“ It is now time to undeceive Omichund.” 
Scrafton, who spoke the language of the 
country well, went up to the Hindu, who 
rose at his approach, and said—“Omi¬ 
chund, the red paper is a trick; you are 
to have nothing!” The old man stag¬ 
gered as if struck by a thunderbolt, and, 
fainting, would have fallen to the earth 
if his attendants had not caught him in 


their arms. He was conveyed t<! 
lanquin and carried to his hous^i 
city, where he Jay for several how 
sensible and speechless. Ills intellect, 
once so keen, never made more than a 
partial return: Clive recommended, what/ 
was a common cure for grief and sick¬ 
ness among the Hindus, a pilgrimage to 
some famed pagoda or temple; the old 
man went to one of the most celebrated 
of all these shrines, but he returned nn- 
cured; he fell into a state of idiocy, and 
died about a year and a half after re¬ 
ceiving the mortal shock. His deathlike 
swoon and departure from the hall of the 
seits occasioned no emotion there; and 
the contracting parties to the white treaty 
calmly settled their money affairs. The 
treaty, as written in Persian and English, 
was read, and, after much conversation, 
it was settled, that one half of the sum 
promised the English should be paid im¬ 
mediately in coin, plate, and jewels taken 
out of the treasury; and that the other half 
should he discharged in three years by 
equal annual instalments ; that Koydullub 
should receive the five per cent, which 
had been promised to Omichund, &c. 

On the 2nd. of July, two days afte*' this 
conference, Meer Jaffier received the 
glad tidings that Suraj-u-Dowlah had 
been taken at Rajahmahal, through the 
information of a poor fakeer or dervish, 
who had recognised him in his disguise, 
having had good reason to remember the 
person of the tyrant, inasmuch as he had 
been deprived of his ears about thirteen 
months before by order of this nabob. 
This earless -wight led a brother of Meer 
Jaffier, w'ho was residing at Bajahinahal, 
to the fugitive’s hiding-place, and Suraj- 
u-Dowlah was seized and hastily cou- 
veyed by a strong guard back to Moor- 
shedabad. At the hour of midnight he 
was brought like a felon into the pre¬ 
sence of Meer Jaffier, in the palace 
which had so recently been his own. 
He behaved in the most abject manner, 
crawling in the dust at the new nabob’s 
feet, weeping and praying for mercy. It 
is said ’ at Meer Jaffier, moved both by 
conte i and nitv, intended to spare his 
life, '» that Meeran, liis son, as vile and 
ferocious a scoundrel as the fallen nabob, 
insisted that he ought to be put to death 
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he imisnud and his succession 
jaove secure. The victim was 
by the soldiers to a distant 
the vilest iu the palace, and 
there secured w ith a guard at the door. 
Before the day dawned Meeran sent a 
trusty servant and assassin to the cham¬ 
ber with an order to the guard to make 
au end of the prisoner. As the door flew 
open Surayu-Dowlah saw the intention, 
and fell into an agony of fear and horror. 
When he could speak he implored for a 
short respite to make his ablutions like a 
true Mussulman, and say his prayers, in 
order that his soul might not perish with 
his body. There chanced to be a pot of 
water close at hand, and the guards took 
it and emptied it on his head, and while 
the water was trickling to the earth 
Meeran’s servant plunged a dagger into 
his body. The soldiers finished the 
butchery with their swords, and in the 
course of the following day the mangled 
remains of Suraj-u-Dowlah were exposed 
on an elephant in the streets of Moorsbed- 
abad, and then deposited in the tomb of 
his predecessor, Aliverdy Khan. His 
stormy career had been very short, for 
he was only twenty years old when it 
ended. Meeran, his murderer, was still 
younger, being only in his seventeenth or 
eighteenth year. 

M. Law, on getting Stiraj-u-Dowlah’s 
last summons, had commenced his march 
back to Moorshedabad, but, upon receiv¬ 
ing intelligence of the battle of Plassey, 
he stopped short when within twenty 
miles of the place where the fugitive 
nabob was taken. If the Frenchman had 
continued his march for a single day he 
might have met and saved the nabob. 
Law soon got the news of the capture and 
death of the wretched man, upon which 
he retreated with all speed into Bahar, 
intending to offer his services to Ram- 
narrain, the vice-nabob of the province, 
and a Hindu who was supposed to have 
been greatly attached to Suraj-u-Dowlah* 
This movement excited alarm in the new 
government at Moorshedabad, and Clive 
readily agreed to send troops in pursuit 
of the dangerous Frenchman; Meer 
Jaffier being afraid to trust his own 
army. Coote was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of this flying column, which con¬ 



sisted of 230 Europeans, 30< > 1 
Lascars, and 2 field-pieces. TUieJ x^-^ 
gage, stores, carriages, ammunition, and 
provision^, were to be conveyed np the 
river in boats; but there was so much 
difficulty and delay, that the column 
could not begin its march till the 6th of 
July, when Law had got half-way to 
Patna. Coote encountered many diffi¬ 
culties: through want of a sufficient 
number of boatmen he was often obliged 
to wait for the boats; it was the 10th of 
July ere he reached Rajahmahal, and 
the boats did not arrive till the 11th. 
Meer Jaffier’s brother, who commanded 
in that district, would afford the English 
no assistance. Coote was detained here 
three days, and it was the 18th before he 
reached Boglipore, a place about 105 
miles from Moorshedabad. Continuing 
to advance, though with little hope of 
overtaking Law, who was reported to be 
beyond Patna, Coote on the 21st reached 
Moughir, expecting to be received as a 
friend; but, seeing the garrison stauding 
by their guns with lighted matches, he 
made a circuit and avoided the place. 
On the 23rd he arrived at Burhai, and, 
landing his field-pieces and ammunition, 
he marched the same evening six miles 
farther. On the following day, the English 
soldiers, worn out by heat and fatigue, 
were almost in a state of open mutiny. 
Coote ordered them all into the boats, 
and with the sepoys alone pushed on to 
the town of Bahar. On the 25th, while 
the English were still following in the 
slow boats, which were towed against the 
stream by natives pressed into that ser¬ 
vice, Coote and the sepoys entered Fut- 
wah, which was only seven miles from 
Patna, Here he received letters and a 
deputation from Ramnarrain, who endea¬ 
voured to excuse himself for having per¬ 
mitted M. Law to escape through his 
territories. He declared that he had ac¬ 
knowledged and proclaimed Meer Jaifier 
as rightful nabob of Bengal, Orissa, and 
Bahar; and, as a matter of course, he 
professed the greatest friendship for the 
English. Yet the deputation charged 
with these compliments and congratu¬ 
lations were ordered to ascertain Coote’s 
strength and situation, with the view of 
surprising and destroying him. On the 









TREASURES OBTAINED A.T MOORSHEDABAD, 


/day the sepoys by land and 
n in die boats arrived at Patna, 
rtered themselves in the com¬ 
pany's factory, a spacious building just 
outside the western wall of the city. 
Coote would have immediately waited 
upon Ramnarrain, but he received a mes¬ 
sage from that chief begging him to take 
rest and defer his visit till the morrow. 
In the evening two or three of the Eng¬ 
lish who were leading their cattle to the 
water-side were, without any provoca¬ 
tion, assaulted by some peons belong¬ 
ing to the garrison. Coote complained 
of these outrages, but Ranmarrain gave 
him no satisfaction; and requested him 
not to pay his visit on the morrow, lest 
quarrels should arise between his people 
and the English. Moreover, one of Coote's 
officers, who was supposed not to under¬ 
stand the language, overheard two native 
chiefs discussing a project for massacring 
the English detachment. The next day 
Coote found an opportunity of conferring 
with some of the relations of Meer 
Jaffier, who assured him that Ramnar- 
rain was seeking to compass his destruc¬ 
tion, and to establish himself as an inde¬ 
pendent, power in Bahar; that he ex¬ 
pected assistance from the neighbouring 
Nabob of Oude; that he had sent M. Law 
into Oude, with recommendations to that 
court, to wait until the new confederacy 
should he ready. This information de¬ 
termined Coote to press forward to the 
frontier of Oude. Every obstacle was 
thrown in his way by Ramnarrain, who 
pretended all the time to be anxious to 
promote the expedition; and a large body 
of troops who hovered on the line of 
Coote's march wore so dubious an aspect 
that it was difficult to know whether they 
were friends or foes. Coote, however, on 
the 1st of August, reached a small town 
situated at the confluence of the Sona and 
Ganges. Three days were spent in ferry¬ 
ing the troops, bullocks, and baggage 
across the broad river; and on the 5th. 
the detachment was assembled at Chup- 
rah, where Coote was informed that Law 
had reached Benares, more than 140 
miles off. Further pursuit was utterly 
hopeless ; nor was it considered prudent 
to cross the frontier of the powerful ruler 
of Oude with so small a force, exhausted 



by fatigue and deprived of many okufoL 
materials of Avar by the sinking of some 
of the boats. Coote therefore rested at 
Chuprah, where, on the 12th of August, 
he received a letter from Clive, ordering 
him to return, and, if possible, to deprive 
Ramnarrain of the government of Bahar 
on his way back. The rapid stream of 
the Ganges, which had so impeded the 
boats on their way up, proportionately 
favoured their descent; and, embarking 
his troops, Coote glided down to Patna 
in one short, day. There he would have 
assaulted Ranmarrain in the citadel, but 
this bold measure was opposed by Meer 
Jaffier’s brother; and in a few days Meer 
Jaffier himself changed his mind, began 
to suspect his own relations of aiming at 
a separate sovereignty in Bahar, and in¬ 
structed or implored Coote to treat Ram¬ 
narrain. with kindness and consideration, 
and enter into arrangements with him. 
A conference was, therefore, held in 
Patna, and Ramrarrain swore, in the 
Hindu fashion, to be true to Meer Jaffier. 
Other solemn vows were made bv other 
parties, every one of them intending to 
break their oaths as soon as they should 
find a fitting opportunity. On the 7th of 
September, Coote, leaving all quiet at 
Patna, re-embarked his detachment on 
the Ganges, and in seven days reached 
Moorshedabad. 

In the mean time— on the 6th of July 
•Clive and the English committee had 
obtained payment, in coined silver, of 
7,271,666 rupees, amounting in English 
money to 800,000/. ; in addition to which 
Clive had taken or accepted from Meer 
Jaffier, as his own private reward, about 
200 ,000/. sterling, or, according to his own 
statement, about 100 , 000 /.* The money 
filled 700 chests, embarked in 100 boats, 
which proceeded under the care of sol¬ 
diers to Nudea, whence they were es¬ 
corted to Fort William by all the boats 
of the English squadron, with banners 
flying and music sounding—a scene of 
triumph and joy, and a remarkable con¬ 
trast to the scene of the preceding year, 
when Suraj-u-Dowlah had ascended the 

* Out? of the drat uses Clive made of his wealth 
was to bestow an annuity of 300/. on his old com- 
matuler Laurence, who had grown old in the ser¬ 
vice without growing rich. 
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s p/ettm triumphant from the con- 
Lpd^plunder of Calcutta. Between 
— Ntiid 30th of A ugust the company 
received, in gold, jewels, and cash, 
3,255,0115 rupees. The other advantages 
which the new nabob had promised the 
English were—a right to establish a mint 
of their own at Calcutta; the entire ex¬ 
pulsion of the French for ever, and the 
delivery to the company of their factories 
and effects; the entire property of all 
lands within the Mahratta ditch at Cal- 



lands within the Mahratta ditch at Cal¬ 
cutta to be vested in the company; also 
600 yards all round without the said 
ditch; the cession of all the land in the 
neighbourhood of Calcutta that lay be¬ 
tween the river, the lake, and Calpee, 
the company paying the usual rent to the 
nabob; and full freedom of trade through¬ 
out the three provinces, except that the 
old prohibition against their trading in 
salt, betel, and some other commodities, 
was to remain in force.—As the trade in 
salt .was very profitable, some of the 
English at Calcutta endeavoured to ob¬ 
tain at least a part of it; and before Meer 
Jaffier had been many weeks on the mus- 
mul, he complained that the treaty had 
been infringed in this particular. 

The company’s mint at Calcutta began 
to coin rupees by the 19th of August. 
Throe days before this, Admiral Watson, 
who had so materially contributed to the 
success of the war, died of a jungle fever. 

( live remained with the committee at 
Moorshedabad to press the nabob for 
more money; the great payment already 
made not amounting to the promised 
half, and the time fixed for the first in¬ 
stalment of the second half being near at 
Jmnd. Meer Jaffier and his son had ima¬ 
gined that the private gratifications given 
to the English commander would render 
him less active and severe as to the pub¬ 
lic account, but Clive let them know that 
they must pay punctually all that they 
had agreed to pay, and he also insisted 
m the tone of a master, that they must 
observe the treaty in every other respect 
and by no means deprive the chiefs who 
had been parties to it of any of their 
places, emoluments, or promised rewards. 
The new nabob was already plotting 
against the said chief’s and the Hindu 
bankers, being eager to destroy and plun¬ 


der those who had helped to Jrair . 
Almost immediately after Coote’s return 
from Patna, Clive repaired to Calcutta, 
leaving Messrs. Watts, Scrafton, and 
Maningham to transact the company’s 
affairs at Moorshedabad. Coote’s de¬ 
tachment was quartered at Cossimbuzar; 
and the rest of the troops who had fought 
at Plassey, and conquered a country more 
extensive and more populous than the 
whole of Great Britain, were sent down 
the river and quartered at Chandema- 
gore, a place then considered more healthy 
than Calcutta. Clive was received with 
wonderful acclamations, and he wit¬ 
nessed the effects of his achievements 
in the restoration of commerce, confi¬ 
dence, and prosperity. 

For some time, while Clive was chang¬ 
ing nabobs and rooting out the French 
in Bengal, his countrymen on the Coro¬ 
mandel coast endeavoured to preserve a 
truce with the French at Pondicherry. 
The presidency of Madras, which had 
dispatched most of the troops and ships 
to co-operate on the Hooghly, instructed 
Captain Cal Hand, who remained w ith 
Mohammed Ali in Trichinopoly, not to 
engage in any warlike operations. But 
wdien they received intelligence of some 
of the successes obtained in Bengal, and 
perceived that the French in the Carnatic 
were receiving no reinforcement, they 
resolved to make an attempt upon Ma¬ 
dura, and to try all the means in their 
power to subject the whole country to 
their ally, who was now greatly embar¬ 
rassed by the rebellion of two of his 
younger brothers. Captain Calliaud was 
ordered to march to Madura; and he 
took the road accordingly, though much 
distressed by want of money. Beaching 
Madura, Calliaud made an unsuccessful 
attempt on the place, and before he could 
repeat the assault he was recalled to Tri- 
chinopoly by information that the French 
w ere showing themselves in that neigh¬ 
bourhood : this was on the 21st of May 
f 1757). He instantly made up his mind 
to leave tents, baggage, and artillery be¬ 
hind him, aud to fly to the relief of Tri- 
chinopoly, which was garrisoned by 150 
European infantry, 15 artillerymen, 700 
sepoys, 600 men furnished by a Hindu 
chief of Tanjorc, and about 400 worthless 
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bngmg to Mohammed Ali. 
to Orme, these auxiliaries 
for uothiiig but night-watches, 
and not even fit tor that without being 
watched themselves. There were no 
fewer than 500 French prisoners within 
the walls, who had found means to main¬ 
tain a correspondence with their country¬ 
men outside, and who were prepared to 
rise upon the garrison. The besieging 
army, which had commenced operations 
several days before Captain Calliaud re¬ 
ceived the letter at Madura, consisted of 
1000 Europeans, infantry and artillery, 
150 European cavalry, and *3000 sepoys, 
supported by several field-pieces, all 
under the command of M. d’Auteuil. 
Pondicherry h d been left with scarcely 
any garrison, k id vast exertions arid sa- 
•crifiees had been made in the hope that 
Trichinopoly might be taken while Cal¬ 
liaud was away at Madura. IT Auteui) 
threw shot and shell into the town during 
four successive days, and then summoned 
it in form. The English officer in com¬ 
mand replied that lie would defend the 
place to the last extremity. It was ex¬ 
pected that d’Auteuil would attempt a 
storm, but he remained quiet behind his 
batteries; and, a day or two after, Cal¬ 
liaud, with admirable rapidity and skill, 
reached the vicinity, complete!}' deceived 
the French as to the path he intended to 
take, turned the long lines drawn out to 
intercept him without receiving a shot, 
g-ot between the besiegers and the be¬ 
sieged, and finally entered Trichinopoly 
in triumph; but so exhausted by the 
continual fatigues he bad undergone that 
he could no longer walk or stand without 
support His arrival was announced to 
the French by a discharge of twenty-one 
cannon. D’Auteuil raised the siege the 
same day and retreated to Scringham, 
whence he soon withdrew to Pondi¬ 
cherry, mortified and humiliated in no 
common degree. After his retreat the 
war again languished in the Carnatic 
until the French, by an unexpected move¬ 
ment, took the important English factory 
of Vixagapatam; 

While the presidency of Madras were 
demanding money from Mohammed Ali 
by letters and messengers, Bajee Row’s 
Mahrattas burst into the country to exact, 
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at the sword’s point, tribute or black 
from the same poor potentate. The nabob 
1tought them off for the present with 
200,000 rupees; but this made him so 
much the less able to pay his debts to the 
English, whose treasury was almost 
empty. But worse followed ; for Moham¬ 
med Ali, besides the 200,000 rupees in 
hand, had promised the Mahrattas 250,000 
more in futuro; and he pretended that 
the English should furnish this sum out 
of the rents of tile lands he had assigned 
to them for their services in establishing 
his authority. This demand w as at first 
met by the presidency with anger, and a 
resolution to resist it. Morari Row', and 
the chiefs of some of the other Mahratta 
tribes, offered to assist the English; but 
their services would have cost as much 
as the sum in dispute, and their return 
into the country would have been # a fresh 
scourge, and a new cause of impoverish¬ 
ment. The English, says Orme, “had 
rio alternative but to pay or fight.” For 
fighting they had not men enough, and 
for paying they had not money enough; 
but the credit of the company w r as known 
even in the camps of the wild Mahrattas, 
and when the English consented to pay, 
they agreed to take part of the amount in 
coin and part in bills. 

In the month of September a squadron 
of twelve ships appeared off Fort St. 
David. The English authorities in the 
fort sent off a gentleman to congratulate 
the admiral on his safe arrival, and to 
deliver a letter containing some necessary 
and important information. When the 
messenger got near to the ships he dis¬ 
covered that they weve not English, but 
French—it was too late to retreat—he 
concealed the letter, w ent on board, and 
was made prisoner. This French fleet was 
commanded by M. Bouvet, who enjoyed 
the reputation of being one of the best naval 
officers of France; and it had on board 20 
pieces of battering cannon, some mortars, 
and a great number of bombs and balls, 
the regiment of Lorraine, nearly 1000 
strong, 50 artillerymen, and 00"volun¬ 
teers; the troops being under the com¬ 
mand of the Marquis de Soupires. Four 
of the fleet were 60-gun ships, two carried 
50 guns each, three others varied from 3G 
to 22 guns each, and there were two sloops 
y 
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/6 guns each, and a bomb-ketch, 
ish from Fort St. David saw 
repair to Pondicherry and 
there land the troops; this was on the 9th 
of September ; and a day or two after the 
whole fleet disappeared, leaving the Eng¬ 
lish much perplexed as to its next desti¬ 
nation and object. The fact was, the 
mishap of the messenger had had the most 
happy and unexpected consequences; for, 
whilst the marquis was deciding how to 
attack Fort St. David by sea and land, 
Bouvet discovered the letter which the 
messenger had concealed, and this epistle 
upset the whole scheme, for the council 
of Fort St. David mentioned in it that Ad¬ 
miral Watson, with Ids fleet from the 
Hoogbly, was expected on the coast by 
the middle of September. And, as Bouvet 
apprehended that the junction of Watson 
with some English ships already on the 
coast) would form a force superior to his 
own, he determined to fly while there was 
yet time; and in so great a hurry was he, 
that he would not, even wait to land the 
heavy artillery and heavy ammunition 
which he had brought, for the landing 
must have occupied some time, and then 
the taking in of ballast would have occu¬ 
pied more. Crowding all his canvass he 
bore away for the Mauritius or Bourbon— 
flying from Watson, who had been nearly 
a month in his winding-sheet, and whose 
fleet, under the command of Rear-admiral 
Pococke, was still in the Hooghly. On 
the very day on which Bouvet took his 
departure, Captain Calliaud took Madura 
by making a fresh expedition from Tri- 



chinopoly, and by carrying a mTJ 
chest., well filled, with him. One* 
dred and seventy thousand rupee* was the 
price paid to the native chiefs and garri¬ 
son for the surrender of this important 
place, the possession of which was of the 
highest importance to the English inte¬ 
rests in Coromandel. Cal baud moreover 
succeeded in detaching many of the petty 
chiefs from the French, and in inducing 
turbulent tribes in the woods.and hills to 
recognise the authority of Mohammed Ali. 
On the other side, however, the French, 
reinforced as they had been, were not in¬ 
active, or without triumphs and successes. 
Their dread of the arrival of Watson's 
tleet deterred them from attacking Fort 
St. David; and, as the Marquis de Sou- 
pires’s orders forbade his engaging in any 
distant expedition, they could not try 
their fortunes again at Trichinopoly: they 
therefore confined their operations to the 
country between Pondicherry and the 
Paliar, where they took Chitteput, and 
two or three other inferior forts garrisoned 
by natives. Little else occurred during 
the remainder of the year, except a quarrel 
between the mother and brother of Mo¬ 
hammed Ali and the commandant of the 
English garrison at Arcot, who suspected 
that,' those near relations of the nabob 
were conspiring against him and the 
English. The commandant, after exer¬ 
cising some very arbitrary authority and 
giving mortal offence to the nabob’s 
brother, was recalled by the presidency, 
and succe ded by a more prudent officer. 





CHAPTER VII. 


ARRIVAL OF A FRENCH FLEET. 


As soon as war had been declared in 
Europe the government of Louis XV. had 
commenced preparations for a formidable 
expedition to the east; and the arrival of 
a great armament was how daily expected 
at Pondicherry. It was not, however, 
until the 28th of April, 1758, that a 
squadron of twelve ships reached that 
coast. These ships were commanded by 
Count d*Ach6, and they had on board a 
regiment of infantry nearly 1100 strong, 
a corps of artillerymen, and a number of 
officers of distinction, all under the com¬ 
mand of Count Lally, a veteran officer of 
Irish extraction, who had been all his life 
in the service of France, and who had 
fought against the "English at Fontenoy. 
So high did Lally stand at this time, that 
he had been appointed governor-general, 
with the most extraordinary powers, over 
all the French possessions and establish¬ 
ments in India. The court of Versailles 
confidently anticipated that this new force 
being added to the troops imder the Mar¬ 
quis de Soupires would be sufficient to 
clear the whole Coromandel coast of the 
English, and restore the supremacy of the 
French in the Carnatic. In compliance 
with the orders and instructions laid down 
for him, Lally was to commence opera¬ 
tions by the reduction of Fort St. David. 
He dropped into Pondicherry with two of 
the ships, and d’Ache repaired at once to 
Fort St. David, where two English fri¬ 
gates, the only ships on the station, were 
run ashore and wrecked to prevent their 
being captured. The French ships an¬ 
chored .two miles to the southward, off 
Cuddalore, and waited there till troops 
from Pondicherry should invest the fort 
by land. But on the very next day Ad¬ 
miral Pococke, w ho some time before had 
brought Watson’s squadron round to 
Ceylon, stood into the road and brought 


M. d’Ache to action. The English squa¬ 
dron was inferior in number; some of the 
ships were foul and damaged, and scarcely 
fit for service; some of the captains mis¬ 
understood the'various signals made by 
the admiral; and in one or two instances 
the signals could not be obeyed through 
the unmanageableness of the ships. N e¬ 
vertheless Pococke inflicted a severe blow' 
on the French, the end of the drawn battle 
being the loss of 500 in killed and wounded 
on their side; while the English counted 
only twenty-nine killed and eighty-nine 
wounded. One of d’Ache’s ships, the 
‘ Bienaime/ was stranded after the battle 
in consequence of damage done by English 
shot to her cables. Pococke’s ships, how¬ 
ever, had suffered greatly in their spurs 
and rigging, and, in the various manoeu¬ 
vres which followed the battle, they drifted 
to Jeeward, and the French were enabled 
to come to anchor in the night in the road 
of Alamparva. Before the seafight began, 
some of the French troops from Pondi¬ 
cherry, hurried on by the impetuous Lally, 
without baggage, and even provisions, got 
to the rear of FomSt, David and drove in 
some English outr )sts. On the following 
day, the 80th of April, the Marquis de 
Soupires joined them with more troops, 
some heavy cannon found in Pondicherry, 
and a convoy of provisions. On the 1st 
of May, Lally, escorted by some French 
cavalry, arrived in person, and detached 
Count d’Estaing to take up a position 
near Cuddalore, which was no stronger 
now than when attacked twelve years be¬ 
fore by M. Dupleix. It was garrisoned 
by four companies of sepoys and a few 
artillerymen, and, to add to the precari¬ 
ousness of its situation, it contained within 
its walls 150 French prisoners. In the 
evening this very weak ghrrison was re¬ 
inforced from Fort St. David by thirty 
f 2 
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and a few Lascars. But Cud- 
s not defensible, and could not 
held for any length of time 
- much stronger garrison; and, 
after a conference, Major Police, the com¬ 
mandant of Fort St. David, agreed to 
evacuate it in four days, the troops being 
allowed to retire with the honours of war, 
with their arms and ammunition, to Fort 
St. David, and the French prisoners to bo 
sent to another part of the coast and there 
to remain neutral. 

M. Daily, who knew nothing of India 
or of the strange and complex nature of 
Indian society, and who was too hot¬ 
headed and presumptuous to he guided 
by those who had more knowledge, 
created the greatest disgust by forcibly 
employing different castes of the natives 
in labours to which they had never been 
accustomed, and which they considered 
derogatory to their condition and dis¬ 
honourable to the castes to which they 
belonged. The more rigour lie exercised 
the greater became the difficulty of getting 
any work done. The sepoys and all 
others who did not belong to the very 
lowest castes would neither dig in the 
trenches nor drive the trains, and when 
Dally threatened or punished them they 
deserted. Thus no ground was broken, 
and the heavy artillery and stores, though 
they had only a few miles to traverse, 
were brought up very slowly. But M. 
d’AcM contrived to lend assistance by 
water; he landed troops and cannon at 
the month of the river Panaur, about a 
mile to the north of the fort, and on the 
15th Lally opened a fire upon the gar¬ 
rison from an unfinished battery and from 
a great distance. It was not by means 
like these that Fort St. David, now regu¬ 
larly fortified on all sides aud defended 
by a garrison of (319 Europeans,* 1600 
natives, sepoys, lascars, and Topasses, 
could be reduced. But on the 16th Lally 
opened another battery from the ramparts 
of Cuddolore, and brought two or three 
guns to bear from points nearer at hand; 
and on that night a general assault was 
made upon the English outworks, some 


• Of this number 83 were sick, 286 wore effec¬ 
tive, and 250 wees seamen, the crews of the two 
frigates winch ha., mil ashore on the appearance 
of the French squadron. 


of which were carried. On tjeil"tl 

Lally began to break ground, and, 

his people to labour during the scoijohj — 
heat of the day as well as during the 
night, he had a great trench finished by 
the night of the 19th. On the 20th he 
made another trench and repaired a 
bridge which crossed a canal. During 
five days he erected several other bat¬ 
teries, and girded the fort with more 
'trenches. Meanwhile, through a defec¬ 
tive discipline and some other faults, im¬ 
putable to the officers in command, great 
desertions had taken place among the 
natives from the garrison. A great ab¬ 
surdity was also committed in keeping up 
a continual fire from the fort, wasting 
gunpowder and shot, mining many of 
the gun-carriages, shaking the walls, and 
doing very little mischief to the French. 
On the 30th the French had advanced 
their trenches to within 200 yards of the 
glacis, and opened three more batteries. 
Just as their fire became most terrible, 
th e English found that they had consumed 
nearly all their gunpowder, and that the 
French bombs, by injuring the reservoirs, 
had left them scarcely any water to drink. 
As their only hope, they looked se'award 
for Admiral Pococke’s squadron. Baffled 
by contrary winds and currents, and then 
by dead calms, it was the 28th of May 
before Pococke could reach the road, and 
then he saw d’Ache’s whole squadron ly¬ 
ing at anchor at Pondicherry. M. d’Achd, 
who, besides the wounded in the late 
action, had a great many sick on hoard, 
was of opinion that his ships should he 
anchored near to each other, and close in 
shore, so as to have the support of the 
laud-batteries; but Lally, hurrying round 
from Fort St. David, insisted that the 
squadron ought to stand out, and fight the 
English in the open sea. Taking there¬ 
fore on board 400 Europeans and about 
as many sepoys and lascars, d Ache 
weighed anchor on the 31st; but, instead 
of bearing down upon Pococke, who 
could not possibly work up to him, he 
kept cautiously to the windward, with 
the evident determination of avoiding a 
combat. But Pococke could no more 
reach Fort St. David than he could reach 
d’Ache; the ‘Cumberland/ one of the 
worst of his bad ships, kept falling away 
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;<1, it7i(l in looking after her his 
ce drifted down to Alamparva, 
n tlie 5th of June,he was told 
ort St. David had capitulated. 

ajor Polier, who had acted so impru¬ 
dently that his ammunition was all ex¬ 
pended when most needed, had indeed 
capitulated on the 2nd. In the evening 
a company of French grenadiers were 
admitted within the fort, and the garrison 
inarched with drums and colours to the 
foot of the glacis and surrendered, them¬ 
selves to the French line drawn up to 
receive them. They were, with all con¬ 
venient speed, conducted to Pondicherry, 
where it was stipulated they should re¬ 
main until an equal number of French 
prisoners were delivered there, when the 
English were to he sent to Madras, or 
Devi-Oottah, at the option of M. Lally, 
who rejected the proposal that Fort St. 
David should not be demolished during 
the war, and, in consequence of instruc¬ 
tions from France, immediately ordered 
all the fortifications to be razed to the 
ground..* Lally next determined to 
obtain possession of Devi-Oottah, and he 
immediately detached M. d’Estaing in 
that direction with a considerable force, 
which was however reduced on the march 
by the frequent desertion of the sepoys. 

The garrison of Devi-Oottah, which 
consisted of only thirty English and 600 
sepoys, abandoned the place at his ap¬ 
proach, and marched away for Trichi- 
nopoly. After the capture of Devi- 
Oottah, Lally marched his army from 
Fort St. David back to Pondicherry, 
entered that city, where pompous pre¬ 
parations had been ordered, in a tri¬ 
umphant, procession, and celebrated a Te 
Deum for his successes. But he had 
scarcely done praising the Lord ere he 
began quarrelling with the gentlemen of 
the council, on account of the emptiness 
of the treasury, which seriously impeded 
his future operations. He thus ear ly 
prepared a strife and a hatred which in 
the end brought him to a lamentable 
death; and he accused powerful and re¬ 
sentful men of having appropriated the 
public money to their own use. If he 
could have found rupees he would have 

• Orme. 


proceeded immediately against 
for Polier’s wretched defence of 


Mai 

of Forfti 

David had given him a mean opinions, 
the military prowess of tire English in 
India, and led him to anticipate an easy 
victory. In rummaging the exhausted 
treasury of Pondicherry lie discovered a 
bond for 5,600,000 rupees, which had 
been given by the Rajah of Tanjore to 
Chunda Sahel), and by Chunda Saheb to 
the French, in satisfaction for some of 
the various claims which they had upon 
him. Lally determined to enforce pay¬ 
ment of this bond, and taking the field he 
advanced towards Tanjore, with one in 
his camp that had pretensions to the 
sovereignity of the country,* The march 
was long, and the disposition of the 
country people everywhere unfavourable, 
for the treatment which Lally had given 
the natives at the siege of Fort St. David 
had revolted their prejudices. No bul¬ 
lock-men or market-people would follow 
him except by compulsion, and every act. 
of compulsion tended to spread and in¬ 
crease the ill-will against him. His 
want of money and almost total want of 
provisions, even at the beginning of the 
march, induced him to rob and plunder; 
and the French soldiery, when once they 
got accustomed to these operations, con¬ 
sidered everything as their own that they 
could seize or extort at the point of the 
sword. A regiment of hussars was cou- 


* “ The Flench,” says Orme, “had found in 
Fort St. David a pvisouer of greater consequence 
than they expected ; his name was Cation: lie was 
uncle to the deposed king of Tanjore, whose pre¬ 
tensions the English assorted in 1749, when they 
entered the country and took Devi Cottah. The 
kiug then and no w reigning, when he ceded this 
piece to them in propriety, stipulated, by a secret 
article, that they should prevent this pretender 
from giving any molestation in fuffUre; to insure 
w hich it was necessary to secure his person ; but 
he w ithdrew himself out of their reach; however, 
being in possession of his uncle, who was the 
leading man of the party, and had entirely 
managed his nephew, they detained him a pri¬ 
soner, but under an easy confinement, within the 
fort, where ho remained until fated by the fall of 
the place to bo employed by the French with the 
same views as nine years before by the English : 
and Gatica was now produced at Pondicherry With 
much ostentation and ceremony, in order to ex¬ 
cite the apprehensions of the king, that the pre¬ 
tender himself would appear ami accompany the 
French army, whom nevertheless they did not 
proclaim.” 






miSTffy 



O.UK INDIAN EMPIRE. 


doyed in cattle-lifting, and the 
natives saw their cows and 
i driven into the French camp, 
price was ever paid, or even 
promised. The effect of this, however, 
was slight and trivial, compared to the 
excitement produced by the outrages the 
French offered to the women and to the 
Brahmins. In seven days Lally reached 
Carical, which he reinforced, as the 
French there were apprehensive of an 
attack by Pococke’s squadron. He then 
proceeded to what had been recently the 
rich and thriving town of Nagore, in the 
hope of getting a great booty and con¬ 
tribution in money. But the native 
merchants, warned in time, had carried 
off their money and jewels, and they 
offered little for the redemption of their 
houses. The French hussars were, there¬ 
fore, let loose on the defenceless town, 
with the understanding and regular bar¬ 
gain that Lally was to have a large share 
of the spoils. The Hibemo-Frenchman 
then applied, in a peremptory manner, to 
the Dutch at Negapatam, to supply his 
wants in money, ammunition, and pro¬ 
visions; and the Dutch, awed by his 
power, sent him 20,000 pounds of gun¬ 
powder, declaring that money they had 
none, but that as to provisions the French 
commissaries might purchase them in 
their territory. Acting under the same 
fears, the Danes, who had a small settle¬ 
ment on the coast, sent him 10,000 pounds 
of gunpowder and six small field-pieces. 
On the line of march stood the pagoda 
of Kivalore, which Lally believed to con¬ 
tain great riches. Here he halted, ran¬ 
sacked the place and the houses of the 
Brahmins, dragged the tanks and got 
possession of a number of idols; but to 
his bitter disappointment these figures 
instead of being of gold were of brass, 
and as no treasures could be found above 
ground, or under ground, or in the water, 
he incurred a horrible odium without any 
profit. On the following day he reached 
another pagoda from which the priests 
had all fled; but perceiving in the even¬ 
ing that some of the Brahmins had come 
back, and were looking about them and 
asking questions, he chose to consider 
them as spies, and he put six of them to 
death by blowing them off from the 



mouths of his field-pieces. lie the 
on to Trivatore, where he rcmainel^ 
the 12th of July, employing his wolf 
practised hussars in scouring the neigh¬ 
bouring country and seizing the cattle, 
part of which were consumed in his camp 
and part sent down to the towns on the 
sea-coast to be sold for the benefit of the 
army. On the 18th, Lally halted near 
to the walls of the city of Tanjore, and 
sent in one of his captains and a Jesuit, 
called Father Esteban, to demand the full 
amount of the bond. The rajah offered 
300,000 rupees. Lally then said that he 
would consent to take 1,000,000 in money, 
if the rajah would add to it 600 bullocks 
and 10,000 pounds of gunpowder. The 
rajah would not comply with these terms; 
and therefore Lally began to throw shot 
and shell at the temples and pagodas, and 
such other buildings in the tosvn as tow¬ 
ered above the walls. He also continued 
the work of cattle-lifting in the open 
country, sending droves upon droves down 
to Carical and Pondicherry. The rajah, 
in a few days, made overtures for a peace¬ 
ful accommodation, and sent 50,000 ru¬ 
pees to the French general to prove the 
sincerity of his intentions. A treaty was 
commenced, in which the Hindu prince 
endeavoured to dupe the French, and they 
him.' In the mean time English assist¬ 
ance had been called for, and 600 sepoys, 
sent by Major Calliaud from Triehino- 
poly, were on their march to Tanjore. 
After an infinitude of manoeuvres on both 
sides, Lally broke off the negotiation, 
denounced the most implacable veugeance 
against the city and the whole kingdom, 
swore he would send the rajah and his 
family to the Mauritius as slaves ; and he 
erected two batteries, with which, on the 
2nd of August, he began to ply the walls 
of Tanjore, where they were weakest. 
After five days’ firing, a breach was 
made; hut by this time Lally had burned 
nearly all his gunpowder, and notwith¬ 
standing all the cattle-lifting he had uot 
provisions for more than two days. The 
country people, driven to desperation by 
the losses and insults’they had sustained, 
were continually cutting off stragglers 
and small detachments, and masses of 
Tanjore cavalry, that gave no quarter, 
had thrown themselves between Lally 
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es from -w hich alone he could 
f/plies. On the 8th of August 
• l/aieasiness was increased by intel¬ 
ligence that another engagement had 
taken place between the French and Eng¬ 
lish squadrons, and that the English ships 
were menacing Cancel, where the French 
squadron had not been heard of since the 
engagement. Quite crest-fallen, lie sum¬ 
moned a council of war: ten of his officers 
recommended an immediate retreat, and 
only two an immediate assault and storm. 
On the same day the sick and wounded 
were sent away under the escort of 150 
Europeans, and preparations were made 
fora general decampment on the morrow. 
In the course of the night the English se¬ 
poys from Triehinopoly entered the town. 
Early the next morning the sepoys joined 
the Tanjorians in a sortie and general, at¬ 
tack on the Freiicli camp, while bodies of 
Tanjore horse and swarms of country peo¬ 
ple, and wild coolies frOirrthe hills, made 
some attempts on the French rear. Lolly 
had several liair-breadth escapes ; at one 
moment he was nearly blown into the air 
by the explosion of a tumbril of gun¬ 
powder, at another he was nearly ciit 
down by a scimitar, and he was actually 
knocked down and trampled upon by some 
of the rajah’s cavalry. Three of his can¬ 
non were taken, and a considerable num¬ 
ber of his men ki lled in the first surprise. 
But when the French recovered their 
presence of mind, and formed in good 
compact order, they were too much for 
the Tanjorians ; and the English sepoys, 
left without, proper support, were com¬ 
pelled to abandon the three guns they had 
taken, and to retreat into the town with 
no other prizes than one elephant and 
two camels. The French now spiked 
their heavy guns, threw the shot into 
wells, and destroyed a considerable part 
of their baggage: and then, in the dark¬ 
ness of night, they marched away in all 
haste from the walls of Tanjore, pestered 
in their retreat by the peasantry and by 
the Tanjore horse, aud half famished and 
half crazed with thirst. The retreat was 
most disastrous till they got to Trivafore, 
and, if the native cavalry had not left off 
pursuing when their pursuit ought to have 
been the hottest, their sufferings and losses 
must have been greatly increased. On 



his road between Trivatore and ( n 
Lally was informed that the French^ 
dron had returned to its anchorage at 
Pondicherry, but that M. d’Ache was de¬ 
termined to sail for the Mauritius or 
Bourbon without seeking any further ac¬ 
tion with Pococke. Lally in a fury sent 
the Count d’Estaingto remonstrate, to per¬ 
suade, to threaten, to do everything in bis 
power to make the French admiral stay 
where he was. On the 18th of August 
Lally and his army reached Carical, and 
saw the English squadron at anchor not 
far from that town. 

The engagement between the hostile 
squadrons, reported to Lally while at Tan- 
jore, bad been a closer and hotter affair 
than the former encounter, and d’Ache at 
the end of it had run before the wind and 
escaped, though with two or three of his 
ships much shattered in their hulls. The 
French had lost in killed and wounded 
from 500 to 000 men, while the English 
loss is stated to have been only 31 killed 
and 100 wounded; but, as in the former 
affair, the English ships had suffered most 
in their masts and rigging. Both Admiral 
Pococke and M. d’Ache were wounded by 
splinters; and Commodore Stevens was 
wounded in the shoulder by a musket- 
ball fired by a French officer, who was 
seen taking a deliberate aim. In both 
these engagements Pococke’s force was 
inferior, and d’Ache, after the experience 
he had had, felt no desire to wait till re¬ 
inforcements, which he believed were ex¬ 
pected, should give the English a superi¬ 
ority of force, or replace two of their very 
bad ships by two good ones. And it was 
all in vain that d’Estaing entreated, and 
Lally reproached and threatened:—he 
insisted that he had done all that could 
reasonably be expected from him, and 
that he must be gone. Having left Cari¬ 
cal and crossed theColeroon, Lally quitted 
the army, and with an escort rode rapidly 
to Pondicherry, where he arrived on the 
28th of August, and instantly summoned 
a council with the view of stopping the 
anxious admiral. The council agreed 
with him that the success of the intended 
expedition against Madras must depend in 
good part on the co-operation of the squa¬ 
dron, and joined him in appeals and re¬ 
monstrances : but d’ Ache declared that his 
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'fere jgfeatly disabled, and his crews 
^edfioed by the combats and by 
awd on the 2nd of September 
iil toolt h'iK departure for Mauritius. 

he ill-humour of Lally, always at¬ 
tended by Violence and imprudence, was 
heightened by his continual want of mo¬ 
ney, and by the squadron having failed a 
few weeks before in intercepting two of 
the company’s ships that were bourn! to 
Madras with a good round sum on board. 
To obtain the nerves of war he resolved, 
before proceeding on his grand object, the 
siege of Madras, to make a predatory ex¬ 
cursion to ” Arcot, which was defended 
only by a few English sepoys and some 
detachments of Mohammed Ali’s cowardly 
cavalry. But, to make his journey the 
surer, Lally, by means of the son of the 
late Chunda Sajieb, made a bargain before¬ 
hand witli the commander of the native 
troops, who agreed to deliver up the place 
for 13,000 rupees and employment with 
the French army. Capturing on his way 
three or four minor forts, Lally reached 
Arcot on the 4th of October, and, fiuding 
that capital of the Carnatic open to him, 
he entered with his accustomed pomp and 
parade, in the midst of long salvos of ar¬ 
tillery, wherein was wasted much gun¬ 
powder, which, in the state of his finances, 
lie ought to have husbanded. But fresh 
disappointments awaited this gold-seeker; 
—all the merchants and wealthier inha¬ 
bitants had departed before his arrival, 
and even the poorer sort had concealed 
their money and most valuable effects. 
“ His late acquisitions,” says Orme, “ had 
not hitherto reimbursed the expenses of 
the field, nor established his credit to bor¬ 
row: so that his treasury could barely 
supply the pay of the soldiers, and could 
not provide the other means of putting his 
army into motion, and all that the govern¬ 
ment of Pondicherry could immediately 
furnish was 10.000 rupees.’’ On his ad¬ 
vance he might have taken the important 
English fort and possession at Chingleput 
by a coup de main ; but he had most im¬ 
prudently neglected the opportunity, and 
whilst he was parading at Arcot, the go¬ 
vernment of Madras found means to rein¬ 
force the place, and his want, of money 
and of time now prevented his making 
any attempt on Chingleput. Distributing 



his troops into cantouments, LalllltLiJsf 
returned to Pondicherry, to blaim 
body and every thing except hn 
folly and presumption. On his first ar¬ 
rival in the country he had determined 
to he sole hero in India; and as soon as 
he had reduced Fort St. David he recalled 
M. Bussy from the Deccan, speaking con¬ 
temptuously of the character and exploits 
of that truly remarkable man. " Bussy had 
hitherto been left by the French court 
w r ith the mere rank of a lieutenant-colonel, 


so that not only Lally and Soupires, but 
also six or seven officers recently arrived 
from France, ignorant of India and its 
concerns, and in other essentials hi« infe¬ 
riors, were above him in rank, and he 
was liable to be put under the orders of 
any one of them. But all these French 
officers were not animated by the same 
low spirit as Lally. “ The colonels,” 
says Orme, “ sensible of the advantages 
that might be derived from his abilities 
and his experience and reputation in the 
country, and how much the opportunities 
would be precluded by the present inferi¬ 
ority of his rank, signed a declaration, re¬ 
questing on these considerations he might 
be appointed a brigadier-general, in super¬ 
cession to themselves, which would place 
him next in command to M. Soupires. 
The "public, zeal which dictated this re¬ 
quest conferred as much honour on those 
who made it, as their testimony on M. 
Bussy. Their names, highly worthy of 
record on this occasion, were mostly of 
ancient and noble descent—d’Estaing, de 
Landivisiau, de la Faire, Breteuil, Ver- 
diere, and Crillon. M. Lally could make 
uo objection, hut with his usual asperity 
imputed the compliment to the influence of 
M. Bussy’s money, instead of his repu¬ 
tation.” Lally was a loud and bold talker; 
he made no secret of his sentiments, and 
Bussy would have been no Frenchman if 
he had not resented with vivacity these 
various attacks on his fame. Ill assorted 


and ill agreed, with rancorous feelings on 
both sides, they were to proceed together 
to capture Madras and root out the Eng¬ 
lish power on the Covomandel coast, even 
as Clive had rooted out the French in 
Bengal.* There was slight chance of 

* In a letter to Bussy, written on the capture 
of Fort St. David, Lally had said, “ It is the 
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Reding. Lally believed that 
t have made an enormous for- 
eonda, and that, like Dupleix. 
Ke might contribute to the common cause 
by large advances of money: Bussy pro¬ 
tested that this was not the case, and Lally, 
though he did not believe him, could ob¬ 
tain nothing from him. But, as the army 
must be famished through want of money 
if they stayed at Pondicherry, it was re¬ 
solved to • move on. By contributing 
60,000 rupees of his own, and setting a 
subscription on foot among the gentlemen 
of the council of Pondicherry —all very 
poorly provided with cash or averse to 
giving or lending—Lally raised 94,000 
rupees; and with this insignificant trea¬ 
sure * * and an army of 2700 Europeans 
and 4000 native troops, sepoys, aud others, 
he repaired to Madras, where he arrived 
on the 12th of December, without money 
and almost without, food for the troops. 

The English had made a good use of 
the time in preparing for his reception. 
Admiral Pococke, who had quitted the 
coast to avoid the mbnsoon, had previously 
landed 100 marines to be joined to the 
garrison: a considerable body of native 
cavalry, headed by an active and intelli¬ 
gent partisan, had been engaged to scour 
the country, and detachments of sepoys, 
posted at intervals, and communicating 
with these flying squadrons of horse, kept 
open the road to Trichinopoly, and made 
the roads insecure by which the French 
were to receive their reinforcements] and 
supplies. Major Laurence, Clive’s old 
superior, and Mr. Pigot, held command 
within the walls of Madras, where the 
total of the force collected was 1758 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 2220 sepoys, and 200 of Mo¬ 
hammed Ali’s cavalry —these last being 
scarcely worth their rations. On the 
14th of December the French took pos¬ 

thole of British India which it now remains for 
us to attack. Ido not conceal from you that, 
having taken Madras, it is my resolution to re¬ 
pair immediately, by land or by sea. to the banks 
of the Ganges, where your talents aud experience 
will be of the "rentest importance to me.” 

* Mill, Hist. BritishIndia.—Ormeulvesanother 
account:—“The arrival of a vessel at Pondi¬ 
cherry on the 18th, from Mauritius, which 
brought treasure, together with HtO.OOO rupees 
brought by M. Moracin from Tripotti, enabled 
M. Lally to put the French troops into motion 
again.” 



session of the black town, winch wa^ 
and defenceless; and there the sold 
breaking open some arrack stores, got 
drunk and mad, and committed great dis¬ 
orders. As their condition was reported 
in the fort, a sortie was resolved upon; 
and 600 chosen men, under the command 
of Lieutenant-colonel Draper (afterwards 
Sir William) and Major Brereton, with 
two field-pieces, rushed into the streets of 
the black town. Unluckily the drum¬ 
mers, who were all little black boys, 
struck up the grenadiers’ march too soon, 
and this gave warning to the French, who 
left off their drinking, plundering, and 
other pastimes, and running to their arms 
drew up at a point where the streets were 
very narrow and crossed each other at 
right angles. Those who were drunk 
were joined by others who were sober, 
till the whole number far exceeded that 
of the English detachment. If Bussy, 
who was at hand, had made one of the 
bold and rapid movements which he had 
been accustomed to make when acting on 
his own responsibility and for his own 
glory, he might have taken the enemy in 
the rear, and the English, blocked up in 
the narrow streets, must either have sur¬ 
rendered or have been destroyed. But 
Bussy remained motionless, and after¬ 
wards excused his conduct by saying that 
Lally, his superior, had sent him no 
orders to move. As the affair went, the 
detachment retreated to the fort, leaving 
their two field-pieces behind them : they 
had lost, in killed, wounded, and pri¬ 
soners, about 200 men, and had inflicted 
about an equal loss on the foe. Six 
officers were killed or mortally wounded, 
and amoug them wan Major Polier, who, 
unable to bear the reflections which bad 
been cast upon him for his weak and un¬ 
wise defence of Fort St. David, threw 
away his life here to prove that he was 
no coward. It appears that the close 
street fight was extended to the interior 
of some of the houses, and that the ran¬ 
cour between the contendiug parties was 
to the last degree furious; for about 
twenty English soldiers were found in 
the houses stabbed with bayonets, and 
with their French antagonists lying dead 
beside them. Count d’Estning was taken 
prisoner at the beginning of the affray 
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ved into Madras. An Arme- 
nant, residing in the black 
[ Lally 30,000 livres for having 
house from plunder, and a 
Hindu partisan lent him 12,000 more. 
With, this money some provisions and 
stores were procured, and the French be¬ 
gan to erect some batteries. Lally said 
that he at first hail only intended a bom¬ 
bardment, but that he was encouraged to 
undertake a regular siege by intelligence 
that a French ship had arrived at Pondi¬ 
cherry with 1,000,000 of livres. Most of 
his heavy artillery was still at sea, and a 
corps of sepoys took his only 13-inch 
mortar, which was coming by land. All 
his warlike means were as deficient as 
those of the garrison were perfect, and 
dissensions and ill-will against him in¬ 
creased among his officers. Ilis condition 
was rendered still more desperate by the 
return of Admiral Pocccke to the coast, 
and by the entrance into the harbour of 
Madras of two frigates and six of the 
company’s ships, having on board 600 
king’s troops fresh from England. This 
was on the 16th of February (1759), when 
Lally had been two months and four days 
under the walls of Madras, lie ought to 
have been gone long before, but now to 
stay or go was not at his option; even 
befoie the English reinforcement began 
to land, the officer who commanded in the 
trenches quitted Ins post without orders, 
and nothing was thought of but retreat 
and flight. And all Ins money, includ¬ 
ing the 1,000,000 livres from Pondi¬ 
cherry, and all his provisions, were ex¬ 
hausted; he had thrown away his last 
bomb three weeks before, and he had 
blazgd away nearly all his gunpowder. 
Again pouring out invectives and blam¬ 
ing everybody but himself, Lally on the 
night of the 17th decamped, as silently 
and expeditiously as he could, .with his 
army in a mutinous state, and his ma¬ 
rauding hussars threatening to go over 


to the English. He was distressed g 
on his retreat by the want of monej^aJ 
provisions; the natives knowing hisna- - 
hits removed or concealed as much of 
their rice and cattle as was possible; and 
occasionally he had to feel in van and 
rear, and in straggling or foraging parties, 
the sharp execution of the flying columns 
of nati ve horse, and the deadly animosity 
of the coolies and colleries, who glided 
like ghosts round his camp and stabbed in 
the dark. But as the treasury at Madras 
was also in a state of exhaustion, through 
the heavy drains made upon it during the 
last six months, and as several of the 
chiefs at Madura and other places were 
showing symptoms of disaffection, the 
English, so far from pursuing Lally im¬ 
mediately, did not take the field till the 
6tn of March. Then, with 1156 Euro¬ 
peans, 1570 sepoys, 1120 colleries, 1956 
horse, and ten field-pieces, of which two 
were twelve-pounders, Major Laurence 
commenced his march to Conjeveram, 
where Lally had concentrated his forces, 
but was looking in vain for some small 
detachments which lie had entrusted to 
the rebellious brother of Mohammed Ali 
—for they had all been murdered by the 
ally whom they had been sent to assist, 
and who was now anxious to renew his 
friendship with the English and his alle¬ 
giance to his brother, seeing that the star 
of Lally’s fortune was becoming but a 
glimmering and uncertain light. For 
twenty-two days the French arid English 
armies lay encamped in. sight of each 
other. After this inactivity the English 
struck off for Wandewash, entered that 
town, and began to break ground against 
the fort. The French hurried to defend 
the place, and the English giving them 
the slip hastened back and took the more 
important fort of Conjeveram. On the 
28th of May both Laurence and Lally put 
their armies into cantonments. 
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FRENCH AND CAFERES LANDED AT PONDICHERRY. 


In the hour of danger or alarm the pre¬ 
sence of Clive on the Coromandel coast 
had been earnestly desired by all, and 
the presidency had repeatedly urged his 
return; but Clive was equally wanted 
then, and continued to be wanted, in 
Bengal, which he wisely refused to quit 
until affairs should be settled. Admiral 
Pocoeke continued to cruise between 
Bombay and Pondicherry, with a view of 
intercepting a fresh squadron which the 
French expected from the Mauritius. 
Towards the end of June three of the 
company’s ships reached Madras with 100 
recruits, and the welcome intelligence 
that the enterprising Coote, now a lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel, might be shortly expected 
on the coast with 1000 of king’s troops. 
But the ships brought another notice not 
quite so agreeable, namely, that the com¬ 
pany intended to send out no more money 
to either of the presidencies till the fol¬ 
lowing year (1760), as they believed that 
the treasures acquired in Bengal ought to 
suffice for the current expenses of all Bri¬ 
tish India. At the end of July the first 
division of the promised troops arrived at 
Negapatam, where Admiral Pocoeke lay 
with his squadron. On the 20th of Au¬ 
gust Pocoeke bore away for Trincomalee, 
in the island of Ceylon, where he dis¬ 
covered his old adversary, M. d’Ache, 
with eleven ships of the line (three of 
w hich were fresh from Europe) and three 
frigates. The English squadron con¬ 
sisted of nine ships of the line, one fri¬ 
gate, two of the company’s ships, and a 
fire-ship; their entire number of guns 
being 174 less than that of the French. 
Pocoeke determined on an immediate ac¬ 
tion, but the currents, the wind, and the 
weather prevented the close meeting of 
the fleets till the 10th of September, when, 
after a sharp action of two hours’ dura¬ 


tion, tlie careful Frenchman once more 
retired before the flag of Pocoeke. From 
the usual difference in their modes of 
firing, the English suffered most in their 
rigging, and the French lost the greater 
number of men. D’Ache, having all his 
topmasts standing, got safe to Pondicherry 
—which was his object—several days 
before Pocoeke could reach Negapatain. 
The arrival of the squadron saved the 
French council from absolute despair: it 
brought to them ouly ISO men, but it 
brought what was more needed than sol¬ 
diers ; it poured into the empty coffers at 
Pondicherry specie to the amount of about 
16,000/. sterling, and a quantity of dia¬ 
monds valued at 17,000/., which had been 
taken in an English East Indiaman. But 
d’Ache' had scarcely landed these precious 
commodities, when he again intimated 
that he must leave the coast immediately 
and return to the Mauritius; his orders 
being peremptory to take care of his ships, 
whose loss France could ill afford at this 
crisis of a losing war in Europe, in Canada, 
and nearly everywhere else. But the 
French on shore represented that Pondi¬ 
cherry must, be lost, that everything they 
had obtained on the coast of Coromandel 
must be sacrificed to the English fleet 
and army, if the ships were withdrawn; 
all the inhabitants of Pondicherry, civil 
and military, assembled in council and 
signed a vehement protest; but neither 
this nor anything else could prevail upon 
d’Ache to alter or delay his departure. 
He -was, however, induced to land and 
leave behind him 400 Cadres who had 
been serving in his fleet, and 500 Euro¬ 
peans, partly marines and partly sailors. 

Before the arrival of the dollars and 
diamonds, the French army in canton¬ 
ments were reduced to an extremity of 
distress, and even Daily’s own regiment 
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cd for want of pay. The Eng- 
mad surprised and taken the 
dvrepawk in July, were encou- 
r the disorganized state of the 
enemy, to make an attempt upon Wande- 
wash, and on the 20th of September their 
whole army, under the command of Colonel 
Brereton, marched from Conjeveram for 
this purpose. Their approach, however, 
restored the French to some discipline 
and spirit; they gathered within and 
around the menaced fort, and an assault 
was repelled with the loss of 200 of the 
English. But in other directions the 
French lost ground almost daily; they 
wefejm rags and half starved, and Tally’s 
only remaining hope was that the money 
received at Pondicherry was more than 
was reported, and that he and his troops 
might obtain the greater part of it. In or 
were quarrels and cabals in his own camp 
and quarters the only bitter fruit which 
Tally gathered by recalling Bossy from 
the Deccan. The English took advantage 
of the absence of that prevailing man to 
commence negotiations with several na¬ 
tive chiefs in the Deccan, and even with 
Salibut Jung himself, and Clive from 
Bengal had detached Colonel Forde to 
the Northern Circars, those valuable pro¬ 
vinces which had been ceded to Bussy. 
Forde, with 500 British troops, 2100 na¬ 
tive troops, 6 field-pieces, 24 six-pounders 
for battery, a howitzer, and an eight inch 
mortar, proceeded by sea to Vizagapatam. 
There he landed and joined the army of 
Anunderauze, who had engaged to co¬ 
operate against.the French in the hope 
that the English would secure him in 
sundry territorial claims, and eventually 
make him sovereign of the Deccan. Be¬ 
fore starting together a treaty was agreed 
upon between the English colonel and 
the Indian rajah. In the first place all 
plunder was to be equally divided; all 
the countries that should be conquered 
were to bo left to the rajah, who was 
to collect the revenues, &c., with the ex¬ 
ception, however, of the seaports and 
towns at the mouths of the rivers, which, 
with the revenues of the districts an¬ 
nexed to them, were to belong to the 
company; and no treaty for the disposal 
or restitution of the possessions of either 
party was to be made without the con¬ 



sent of both. And it was finally" 
though not without great, difficulty t 
part of the rajah, that he should supply^ 
50,000 rupees per month for the expense 
of the English army, and 6000 for the 
expenses of the officers. They then ad¬ 
vanced to Peddapore, arid there encoun¬ 
tered M. Confians, who had been left by 
Bussy in command of a French force, 
strong enough to have kept in awe the 
unwarlike Hindus, but too weak to stand 
against the English force now unexpect¬ 
edly brought against them. In preparing 
for battle Forde’s first care was to get his 
precious allies, the troops of the rajah, 
out of the way, for he knew that they 
would not fight, and could produce only 
confusion. In numbers Connans’s French 
troops were equal to Forde’s, and the de¬ 
fensive position they occupied was a good 
one: their artillery was abundant, and to 
oppose to the English sepoys they had 
6000 sepoys of their own, and 500 native 
horse. But M. Confians quitted his strong 
ground, the French infantry got into dis¬ 
order in pursuing a portion of Forde’s 
sepoys, and then the English troops, who 
had been concealed by a standing crop of 
Indian coru, fell upon the French, routed 
them with a terrible loss, and took the 
best of their field-pieces. Confians, fur¬ 
ther discouraged by the resolute beha viour 
of some of die English sepoys under Cap¬ 
tain Knox, retreated to his camp; but 
notwithstanding the advantages of the 
ground and the fire of some heavy artil¬ 
lery which he had kept there, he was 
soon driven from the height by Colonel 
Forde. Some of the French threw down 
their arms and cried for quarter; but the 
greater part made a sauve qui peut flight. 
Confians had had the forethought, to send 
off the military treasure on two camels, 
but the spoils of the field were very con¬ 
siderable : — 30 pieces of cannon, most of 
which were brass; 50 tumbrils and other 
carriages laden with ammunition ; 7 mor¬ 
tars from eight to thirteen inches, with a 
large provision of shells; 1000 draught 
bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. M. Confians galloped from the 
field on a good horse; and it is said that 
he never drew rein until he reached, at 
night, the town of Rajahmundry, nearly 
forty mites from the field of battle. When 
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1 French began, Forile, thiuk- 
1 might then have some heart 
4me use, called up Anunde- 
500 horse; but he might as well 
have called spirits from the vasty deep, 
foi these black cavaliers, and all their 
infantry as well, with the rajah in the 
midst of them, had conveniently found 
a deep but dry tank, where they had re¬ 
mained cowering during the whole of the 
action, and from which they refused to 
move so long as there wore cannon-balls 
and bullets flying about.* And, unfor¬ 
tunately, Anunderauze would no more 
pay than light, so that for several weeks 
Forde, who had spent all the money he 
had brought with him, was reduced to 
a stand-still. The French, however, still 
worse off, kept retreating; Kajahmundry 
was abandoned, and Conflans sought re¬ 
fuge in Masulipatam, urging Salibut Jung 
to seud him some, assistance, and repre¬ 
senting in strong terms to that subahdar, 
that the English if left unopposed would 
make themselves masters, not merely 
of the sea-coast which he had ceded to 
Jhissy, but of the whole of the Deccan. 
Salibut Jung responded to these appeals 
by putting an army in motion, and by 
collecting other troops at Goleouda and 
Hyderabad. After a mischievous delay 
Colonel Forde obtained a little money 
from the rajah, and marching through 
Ellore, where several native chiefs joined 
him, he arrived, on the 6th of March, 1759, 
in the neighbourhood of Masulipatam, 
Conflans’s abiding place, and the most 
important and strongest place the French 
had on that coast. The troops within 
were more numerous than the besiegers, 
yet Colonel Forde, by making an assault 
on three points at the same moment, in¬ 
duced Conflans to surrender, and after i 
siege of only twelve days Masulipatam 
remained to the English.f 

The victorious flag had not been hoisted 
a week over the walls, when two French 
ships, with a reinforcement of 300 mqp, 


appeared in the offing. They we 
but the army of the subahdar, wili _ 
been ma rching to the relief of Conflans, 
halted where it was, and soon received in 
their camp the English commander, not 
as an enemy, hut as a friend and ally. 
Salibut Jung, seeing that the English 
were everywhere victorious, and consider¬ 
ing that their protection and assistance 
would be as valuable as that of the French 
had been, readily entered into a new 
treaty, by which he ceded a considerable 
territory about Masulipatam to the Eng¬ 
lish, bound himself not to permit for the 
future any French settlement in his do¬ 
minions, and to oblige the French army 
of observation collected at Kajahmundry 
to evacuate the country and cross' the 
Kistna within fifteen days; the English 
on their part agreeing to support him 
against his enemies in general, and his 
rebellious brother Nizam Ali in particular. 
It was also stipulated that the subahdar 
should nevermore have recourse to French 
assistance or call in any troops of that 
nation; that Anunderauze should uot be 
called to account for whatsoever he had 
collected out of the governments of the 
French, nor for the tributes of his own 
country for the present year. Colonel 
Forde, who had been received with high 
honours in the subahdar’s camp, had the 
better part or the greater advantage in 
this treaty, as his promises were general 
and prospective, and the subahdar’s ces¬ 
sions positive and immediate.* 

As soon as the compact was concluded, 
the subahdar offered to Colonel Forde, for 
his own private account and profit, a con¬ 
siderable district as jaghire if he would 
instantly join him and march against his 
rebellious younger brother Nizam Ali; 
but Forde at, the same time invited the 
subahdar to join the English in an imme¬ 
diate expedition against the French at 
Kajahmundry, then avowedly under the 
protection of the subahdar’s elder brother 
Bassaulet Jung, who had an army on foot 


* Qrme. 

f When Forde ordered the assault his con¬ 
dition was very critical: he had only powder for 
his batteries for two day.*; the army of Salibut 
Jung was approaching; a French force, nearly 
equal to his own, had collected again at Rajah- 
mundry ; and Conflans was expecting the daily 
arrival of 300 fresh troops from Pondicherry'. 


# In addition to Masulipatam, eight districts, 
as well as the jurisdiction over the territory of 
Nizampatani, with the districts of Codover and 
Wacalmannar, were granted to the English with¬ 
out the reserve of fine or military service. The 
whole of the territory thus ceded extended eighty 
miles along the coast and twenty inland: the re¬ 
venue was estimated at 400,000 rupees a-yoar. 
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distance. The subahdar, find- 
nmoveable, quitted him and 
?tWay into the interior in no very 
mour with his new allies. As 
Forde prepared to march against them 
the French broke up from Rajahmundry, 
crossed the Kistna, and marched to the 
westward, the subahdar’s elder brother 
having promised that he would take them 
into his pay in a short time. The English 
factories which had been swept away by 
the successes of Bussy were immediately 
re-established, and Forde with his little 
army remained' at, Masulipatam till he 
should receive further orders from the 
presidency of Bengal or rather from 
Clive, who originated and directed every 
great measure, taking, in fill cases of in¬ 
decision and doubt, the responsibility up¬ 
on himself, and not unfrequently treating 
the council with contempt. For many 
months he had acted as if he had been 
governor-general of Bengal or of all In¬ 
dia, though his real place was ou the Co¬ 
romandel coast, and his rank merely that 
of governor of Fort St. David. The 
directors at home, after the catastrophe at 
Calcutta and the misconduct of Mr. Drake, 
had appointed a very absurd sort of go- 
vernment by rotation, but the members 
of this government themselves made Clive 
their president; and immediately after, 
learning the particulars of his victory at 
Plassey, the court of directors sent out 
liis appointment to be governor of Ben¬ 
gal.* 

Meer Jaffier very soon required the 
assistance of those who had made him 
nabob. Many native chiefs rebelled 
against him, and far and near he was 
almost surrounded by enemies, all eager 
for his throne, or for a slice out of his 
rich territories. Mohammed Kooly Khan 
the lord of Allahabad, the rajahs Sunder- 
Sing and Buhvant-Sing, and, most power¬ 
ful of all, his neighbour Soujah Dowlah, 
the Nabob of Oude, were united — as far as 
such beings could unite in one object — 
against Meer Jaffier; and their cause re¬ 
ceived the high sanction of the name and 
afterwards the assistance of the Mogul of 
Delhi’s eldest son, the Shah Zada, who 
had established himself in Bohilcund, and 

* Sir John Malcolm, Life of Clive, 



had, at the time, a considerable! 

Rohillas, half soldiers and half rfc_ 

by profession, but a hardier and a braver 
race than any in the lower parts of Hin¬ 
dustan. In a short time the Shah Zada 
descended from Bohilcund with an army 
of 40,000 men, Rohillas, Mahrattas, Jauts, 
and Afghans; and other forces were ex¬ 
pected to join him on his advance. The 
successor of Suraj-u-Dowlah thought [he 
had no help or hope except in Clive, and 
he showered letters and messages upon 
him, and constantly besieged with prayers 
and agents the new English resident at 
Moorshedabad—Mr. Warren Hastings 
—who had arrived in India as a young 
writer in the year 1750, as poor and as 
friendless as Clive, who, if not the first to 
discover his abilities and energy of cha¬ 
racter, appears to have been the first that 
gave him any important promotion. War¬ 
ren Hastings had a near view of the im¬ 
becility and confusion of the nabob’s 
court and government—a confusion worse 
confounded by the intrigues and vices of 
the nabob’s son Meerau—and he wrote 
nearly every day to his patron Clive that 
all classes confided in him, and in him 
alone; that without his intervention the 
whole fabric of government would fall to 
pieces by intestine broils, and Orissa and 
Bahar be severed from Bengal even be¬ 
fore the arrival of the invaders from Ro~ 
hilcund. Weakened by the force de¬ 
tached to the Ci rears under Fordo, and 
by other detachments sent to Madras, 
Clive at. this moment could only count in 
Bengal about 300 British infantry, 100 
artillery, and 2500 disciplined sepoys. 
Yet with this force he not only resolved 
to meet the mighty confederacy which 
threatened Meer Jaffier, but he also sent 
orders to Forde to continue his conquests, 
and then to proceed, not to Bengal to join 
and assist him, but, if needed, to Madras, 
there to finish, the Indian story of Count 
Lally. He informed Warren Hastings 
that the dissension and treachery reign¬ 
ing at Moorshedabad gave him far more 
uneasiness than the Shah Zada’s army. 
To the trembling nabob himself he 
wrote“ I would not have you think of 
coming to any terms with him, but pro¬ 
ceed to take the necessary measures to de¬ 
fend your city to the last. On Monday 
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ith I shall take the 
everything in readi- 
r assistance if neces- 
that the English are 
■m friends, and that 
they never desert a cause in which they 
have once taken part.”* This letter was 
dated the 10th of February, 1759. A 
few days after Clive heard that the nabob 
was thinking of purchasing the retreat of 
the Shah Zada, and he instantly wrote to 
dissuade him from a measure which would 
only have tempted others-to make similar 
inroads. “ I have hearth” wrote Clive, 
“ a piece of intelligence which I can 
scarce give credit to; it is that you are 
going to offer a sum of money to the king’s 
son: if you do this you will have the Na¬ 
bob of Oude, the Mahrattas, and mauy 
more come from all parts of the confines 
of your country, who will bully you out 
of money till you have none left in your 
treasury.” And then with a little cajol¬ 
ery to flatter the vanity of the poor crea¬ 
ture he was writing to, he added—“ What 
will he said if the great Jaffier Ali Khan, 
subah of tills country, who commands an 
army of GO,000 men, should offer money 
to a boy who has scarcely a soldier with 
him?” Clive also wrote repeatedly to 
the Hindu governor of Patna, Karmiar- 
rain, whose fidelity to the nabob was 
much doubted, and who appears indeed 
to have almoct concluded a bargain with 
the enemy to open the gates of Patna to 
them as soon as they should approach it 
from Adlahabad. Ou the 1 Sith of Febru¬ 
ary Clive conjured this governor to be 
firm and bold, and defend the city to the 
utmost; and the concluding words of his 
letter contained a fact which was well 
calculated to make an impression. “ 1 
have this day,” said Clive, “ pitched my 
tent, and, with the blessing of God, if it 
be necessary, I will come to your assist¬ 
ance.” But the strangest part of the 
active correspondence carried on at this 
juncture was a letter addressed by the 
Mogul’s son, the Shah Zadr, in imperial 
and Oriental style, to “ The most High 
and Mighty Protector of the Great”—i. e. 
Clive. “ In this happy time,” said the 
epistle, “ with a view of making the tour 
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1 have 
to you 
assured 
vourstaunch and iii 


of Patna and Beugal, I have er<\ 
standard of glory at this place. Itl 
pure intention to bestow favour upon^j 
the* high and mighty, and all faithful ser¬ 
vants, agreeable to their conduct. This 
world is like a garden of flowers inter¬ 
spersed with weeds and thorns; I shall, 
therefore, root, out the bad, that the faith¬ 
ful and good ryots (God willing) may rest 
in peace and quietness. Know yon, who 
arc great, that it is proper you should pay 
a due obedience to this my firman, and 
make it your business to pay your respects 
to me like a faithful servant, which will 
be great and happy for you. It is proper 
you should be earnest in doing this, when, 
by the blessing of God, you stand high in 
my favour. Know this must be done.” 
Clive also received a flowery epistle from 
the Shah Zada’s chief minister, and an¬ 
other from his chief general, Fyaz Ali 
Khan, who assured him that the Shah had 
thoughts of doing great things by his 
(Clive’s) counsel and in conjunction with 
him. Apprehending that this part of the 
correspondence, and other matters, might 
come to the knowledge of Meer Jaffier, 
and cause great consternation, Cl ive en¬ 
closed all the letters to the nabob, in one 
of his own, wherein he said that several of 
the Shah Zada’s agents had been with 
him. “ They made me,” he observed, 
“ offers of provinces upon provinces, with 
whatever my heart could desire; hut., 
could he give, as well as offer me, the 
whole empire of Hindustan, it would have 
no weight with the English. 1 am well 
assured, too, that lie wrote to every man 
of consequence in these parts, which con¬ 
vinces me that he has designs against 
these provinces. It is the custom of the 
English to treat the persons of ambassa¬ 
dors as sacred, and 1 told the Shah Zada’s 
agents as much; hut at the same time 
warned them never to come near me 
again, for if they did I would take their 
heads for their pains.”* Clive, however, 
who had received a high title of nobility 
from the Great Mogul, together with the 
confirmation of Meer Jaflier’s elevation to 
the musnud, was well aware that the 
name of the descendant of Tamerlane still 
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inline respect on millions of the 
r India, although the power of 
erial name was now the mere 
’ a shade, and defied and set at 
nought even by those who paid their half 
superstitious, half involuntary homage to 
the name ; and on this as on other occa¬ 
sions he most carefully sought to avoid 
giving offence to the feelings and punc¬ 
tilios of the country. In dismissing the 
last envoys of the Shah Zada, he wrote a 
letter to that prince, in the most respect¬ 
ful terms, and expressive of a still higher 
reverence for his father the Great Mogul, 
who had neither ordered the expedition 
of his son, nor had the power to prevent 
it, being in fact, even at Delhi, little more 
than a state prisoner in the hands of his 
ministers and nobles. “ I have-had the 
honour,” wrote Clive, “ to receive your 
1 1 iglmess’s fi i in an. 11 gives me grea t con¬ 
cern to find that this country must be¬ 
come a scene of troubles. I beg leave to 
inform you that I have been favoured 
with a sunnud (patent) from the emperor, 
appointing me amunsubdar of the rank of 
0000 foot and 5000 horse, which consti¬ 
tutes me a servant of his; and as I have 
not received any orders, either from the 
emperor or vizier, acquainting me of your 
coming down here, I cannot pay that due 
regard to your highness’s orders which .1 
should otherwise wish to do. 1 must fur¬ 
ther beg leave to inform you, that I am 
under the strictest engagements with the 
present subahdar of these provinces to 
assist him at all times; and it is not the 
custom of the English nation to be guilty 
of insincerity.”* 

Clive began his march on the 25th of 
February, and arrived in a few days at 
Moorshedabad. Here he had a long con¬ 
ference with the nabob, when he endea¬ 
voured to make him sensible of his past 
misconduct, which, by creating internal 
dissension, had brought upon him the 
evils of war and invasion. According to 
his own account he must have rated Meer 
Jaffier very roundly, but then, to revive 
his spirits and to prove to the always 
doubting people that there was no inter¬ 
ruption to their friendship, he rode abroad 
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on the same elephant with the naborc 
showed a determination to support^ 
in his administration. And when, on the 
13th of March, he left Moorshedabad to 
advance upon Patna, he took the nabob’s 
son with him. Just before starting he 
wrote a letter to the secret committee, 
telling them that the enemy from the 
north had reached the river which divides 
Oude from Bahar, and were expected 
soon to be at Patna, the capital of the 
latter province ; but he added, in a tone 
of perfect confidence, that with his 400 
English and 2500 sepoys he would soon 
give a good ifccount of the Shah Zada, 
although his army was estimated to be 
50,000 strong. At this moment he did 
not know whether M. Law and his fugi¬ 
tive band had joined the invaders or not. 

On arriving at Shahabad, Clive re¬ 
ceived intelligence that Eamnarrain, the 
governor of Patna, had abandoned his 
post and gone over to the Shah. Upon 
this he wrote to Meer Jaffier, telling him 
to give over the sports and pastimes of 
the Hooley—the carnival of the Indians 
—in -which the nabob was then busily 
engaged at Moorshedabad, and hasten to 
the field if he desired to preserve his 
country. To Ramnarrain, whom he had 
served on many occasions, and whom lie 
had preserved from the treachery and 
rapacity of Meer Jaffier and Meeran, he 
wrote at the same moment—“ I have 
neither eyes to see, nor ears to hear, the 
letter I have now received from Mr. Ain- 
yatt; nor could aught but the great con¬ 
fidence I have in him induce me to give 
credit to its contents. Have you no sense 
of the obligations you are under to me 
for all the cares and pains I have taken 
for you ? If you had not courage equal 
to the occasion, yet what could have in¬ 
duced you to act so imprudent a part ? 
What power has the Shah Zada to resist 
the united forces of the nabob and the 
English ? Think, then, what will be your 
fate. For God’s sake reflect on the duty 
you owe to your master, to my friend¬ 
ship, and to your own safety. Turn from 
this bad design, and act in such a manner 
that, your master may be satisfied with 
you, and the world acknowledge you 
worthy of the friendship I have shown 
you. Should you, from want of courage, 
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v§ur city, be assured it will not 
ten days in the Shah Zada’s 
The fact, however, proved to 
dftamnarrain had not run away 
to the enemy, but was only thinking of 
doing so; and when he received this 
letter, after some few words on the in¬ 
sufficiency of his means of defence, he 
declared that he would defend Patna, and 
prove true to the nabob. In effect, en¬ 
couraged by the rapid marches of the 
• English, that Hindu did prove true and 
Steady, and the next news Clive received 
of him was, that he had repelled two as¬ 
saults made upon the place. However, 
not to trust too much to Hindu valour, 
Clive hurried forward a detachment of 
his own sepoys under the command of 
Ensign* Mathews to assist in the defence. 
But the dread of Clive’s name alone was 
sufficient to disperse the invading army; 
and on the 5th of April, the day before 
Mathews could reach Patna, the Shah 
Zada, though he had possessed himself of 
some of the bastions, raised the siege, and 
began to retreat in the greatest disorder. 
M. Law with his small party joined the 
prince on the day of this retreat, but 
could not prevail upon him to halt and 
make another attack. 

While on his march from Moorsheda- 
bad, Clive bad received a letter from 
Meer Jaffier, informing him that he had 
the commands of the Great Mogul to 
seize the person of bis rebellious son, the 
Shah Zada. The imperial finnan which 
the nabob enclosed was of course the 
edict of the Grand Vizier Gazee-u-Deen, 
against whose usurped authority the 
young prince had in the first instance 
taken up arms ; it ran in these words :— 
“ Know that you are under the shadow of 
my favour. Some ill-designing people 
have turned the brain of my beloved son, 
and are carrying him to the eastern part 
of the empire, which must be the cause of 
much trouble and ruin to my country. 1 
therefore order you, who are my servant, 
to proceed immediately to Patna, and 
secure the person of my soil, and keep 
him there. You are likewise to punish 
his attendants, that other people may take 
warning thereby. In doing this you will 
gain my favour and have a good name 
Know tliis must be done.” I'he vizier, 
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moreover, wrote a letter of the 
port to Clive himself, who could* 
quote the sanction of the court of Dell 
to and for all he undertook. The “ Dar¬ 
ing in War,” the “ Protector of the 
Great,” entered Patr.a without any parade 
of triumph, but there were few that saw 
him there hut felt he was in reality the 
lord of all that part of India Meanwhile 
the Shah Zada, continuing his precipitate 
retreat, had crossed the river Caramnassa 
into Oude. The Nabob of Oude, who had 
prepared to join him if he had been suc¬ 
cessful, now, with true Indian faith, de¬ 
clared himself the enemy of the fugitive 
prince, who, deserted by the troops and 
abandoned by his followers, knew not 
whom to trust or whither to fly. Consi¬ 
dering that Clive had more power and 
more generosity than any one else to 
whom he could address himself, he wrote 
a humble and imploring letter to him, 
and forwarded it by an officer who en¬ 
joyed his confidence. “ I find,” says 
Clive, in a note written at the moment, 
“ that he wants, in his present distress, to 
throw himself upon the English, from a 
conviction that there is none else in whom 
he can trust. I nave consulted with 
Kan marram, who is of opinion that the 
nabob can never be safe, should a per¬ 
son of his high rank be admitted into these 
provinces; and that his presence would 
expose the country to continual commo¬ 
tions. I have, therefore, answered him, 
that my connexions w ith the nabob were 
of so solemn a nature as would not allow of 
my affording him any protection; and on 
that account advised him to keep out of 
the way, .as I was now upon the point of 
marching to the Caramnassa.” Notwith¬ 
standing the decided answer he got, the 
fugitive prince, in the extremity of his 
distress, sent several more letters or mes¬ 
sages to Clive, who resolutely persisted 
in his first determination, but, out of com¬ 
passion, sent his unhappy correspondent 
a present of 500 gold mohurs, or about 
lOOOZ. sterling, to enable him to escape to 
some safer country. In one of his letters 
to the prince—apparently the last he 
wrote—Clive said, " 1 have received re¬ 
peated orders from the vizier, and even 
from the emperor, not only to oppose 
your highness, but e-ven to" lay hold of 
o 




MIMS 


OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 




I am sorry to acquaint 
jCss with these disagreeable 
cannot help it. Were I to 
highness in any respect, it 
would be attended with the ruin of this 
country. It is better that one should 
suffer, however great, than that so many 
thousands should be rendered unhappy. 
I have only to recommend your highness 
to the Almighty’s protection. I wish to 
God it were in my power to assist you, 
hut it is not. I am now on my march to 
the Caramnassa. and earnestly recommend 
it to you to withdraw before I arrive.” 
The Shah Zada took this last hint, con¬ 
tinued his flight, and was reported to be 
going to take refuge in the Gazipore 
country. Clive then directed his arms 
against some Rajpoot and hill chiefs of 
Rahar, who had invited and assisted the 
Shah Zada, and, 1 laving reduced them to 
submission, rather by policy than by 
fighting, having tranquillized the whole 
country, by processes which seemed as 
rapid as magic, and having left a small 
force in Patna to aid Ranmarrain, he re¬ 
turned quietly to Moorshedabad, and 
thence to Calcutta.* 

Great were the services he had ren¬ 
dered to his ally, Meer Jaffier, and, if not 
to that poor phantom the Great Mogul, 
to the grand vizier, who reigned in his 
name, and whose firmans were considered 
by the natives as the voice and will of 
the descendant of Aurengzebe. The vi¬ 
zier, as one mark of favour, informed 
Clive that the English might establish a 
factory at Delhi, the royal city; and he 
assured “ The Daring in War” that the 
Mogul would show him the greatest fa¬ 
vour, and that his honours should be in¬ 
creased. Meer Jaffier, who owed every¬ 
thing to him, gave more substantial and 
personal proofs of his gratitude, confer¬ 
ring on Clive for life, as a jagliire, or 
estate, the quit-rent which the company 
was hound to pay to the nabob for the 
extensive lands neid bv them to the 
south of Calcutta—which quit-rent was 
reputed to be worth thirty lacs of ru- 


* Orrae.—Sir John Malcolm, Life of Clive. 
Sir John proves, by documents and incontrover¬ 
tible fact*, that a very considerable portion of Mr. 
Mill’s account of Clive’s proceedings, at this cri¬ 
tical moment, in Bahar, is seriously incorrect. 


pees, or about 30,000/. sterling, 
nura. Mr. Warren Hastings had 
satisfaction of drawing up, at the nan 
request, the form of the letter to be written 
to the council at Calcutta, to acquaint 
them with this splendid donation to his 
patron. When it was suggested to Meer 
Jaffier that the gift was enormous, he 
replied that his obligations were com¬ 
mensurate—that the services he had re¬ 
ceived from Clive were incalculable—and 
that his conduct after the battle of Plas- 
sey and on his first entrance into Moor¬ 
shedabad merited the highest reward; 
for, when all the inhabitants expected to 
he laid under contribution by his victo¬ 
rious army, he had secured their property 
and their persons, taking nothing from 
them, and permitting nothing to be taken 
by his troops or by any one else.* Sir 
John Malcolm, who has perhaps too per¬ 
fect a sympathy with the hero of his nar¬ 
rative, and who certainly speaks too 
frequently with the tone of an advocate 
or special-pleader, says of the great 
jaghire, and Clive’s acceptance of it— 
“ Though lie appears to have thought 
that the high titles obtained for him from 
Delhi should have been accompanied by 
a jaghire, there exists no evidence among 
all the documents I have examined to 
show that he had any previous intimation 
of its amount, or that he, iu any shape, 
compromised either his personal honour 
or his duty to the government he served 
by accepting, this grant. Conscious that 
he had performed great services to the 
nabob, lie received this reward as a re¬ 
compense which that prince had a right 
to bestow, and which was one conform¬ 
able to the usage of the country, and ren¬ 
dered more appropriate, according to that 
usage, from the high honour which the 
Emperor of Delhi had, at the request of 
Meer Jaffier, conferred upon him. Clive 
gave a complete proof of his anticipation 
of the approbation of his superiors in 
England, and of his wish to give publi¬ 
city to this transaction, by accepting, as 
his jaghire, an assignment of the quit- 
rent, or government share, of the lands 
farmed by the company in the vicinity 
of Calcutta. This arrangement, which 


* Evidence of Mr. Sykes before the House of 
Commons. 
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ijs* * income in the hands of the 
hough'' it presented the best 
purity, would never have been 

__ to by a persop who had not 

acted with a perfect consciousness that he 
was violating no duty and inflicting no 
injury on the interests either of indivi¬ 
duals or the public. These were evi¬ 
dently Clive's sentiments; and the trans¬ 
action, at the time of its occurrence, ap¬ 
pears to have been generally viewed in 
the same light" A more recent and 
much less partial writer — one fresh from 
India, and who may have studied the 
subject on the spot—says, “ This present 
we think Clive justified in accepting. It 
was a present which, from its very na¬ 
ture, could be no secret. In fact, the 
company itself was his tenant and, by 
its acquiescence, signified its appro¬ 
bation of Meer Jaflier’s grant." * YVe 
shall soon find, however, that the com¬ 
pany, a large section of the British par¬ 
liament, and no inconsiderable portion of 
the nation, took a very different view of 
the whole matter; and that “ Clive's 
Jaghire” continued to be made a theme 
of declamation and a subject of reproach 
to him till the eud of his life, and indeed 
beyond that period. Nor was the grati¬ 
tude of Meer Jaflier of a very enduring 
or steady kind. The nabob was made to 
feel every day that the power and consi¬ 
deration of the Englishman were far 
greater than his own ; and that he, who 
had put him on a throne and defended 
him upon it, could at any time overthrow 
him, place him in a prison, or abandon 
him to the tender mercies of his ene- 
mies.f He looked round for some other 


* Mr. Macaulay. 

t Clive’s own account is this:—“ About the 
month of November, 1758, a prevailing party at 
the Nabob Jaffier Ali Khan’s durbar [court], 
headed by Meeran, his son, had prejudiced him 
to look with an evil and jealous eye on the power 
and influence of the English in the provinces, 
and taught him to think and look upon himself 
as a cipher, bearing the name of Subah only* 
From subsequent concurring circumstances, it 
must have been at that period, and from this 
cause, that we imagine a private negotiation was 
set on foot between the nabob and the Dutch, that 
the latter should bring a military force into the 
provinces to join the former and balance our 
power and sway. The Dutch, stimulated by 
envy at our very advantageous situ,ttion, and a 
sense of their own very sraull importance, readily 


support, and for some alliaiic|^ 
strength enough to curb the author 
Clive, and impose on his own disconft 
chiefs, whose animosities, though secret, 
were sharp, and every jfay increasing 
through the rash violence of his son 
Meeran and his own insincerity and 
broken agreements. 

No native prince could furnish a force 
that would look the little English army 
in the face. As for the French power, 
broken by Colonel Forde in the Circars 
and the Deccan, and fast breaking in the 
Carnatic by the folly of Lally and the 
braveiy and skill of Major Coote, it was 
utterly annihilated in Bengal. The old 
might and fame of the Portuguese was 
now only a tradition, nor could it be said 
that the Dutch on the Indian continent 
possessed much more power than the Por¬ 
tuguese. Yet, in his impatience of the 
English supremacy, and in his total igno¬ 
rance of the decline of the Dutch govern¬ 
ment in Europe, Meer Jaffier looked to 
this people for assistance ; and, though 
they had been slow in acknowledging his 
authority, and had been guilty of several 
slights very offensive to his pride, he 
opened secret communications with the 
Dutch factory at Chinchura, which had 
witnessed, with jealousy and dread, the 
British conquest of Chandernagore in its 
near neighbourhood.* The places were 
only two miles distant from each other, 
and the near sight of the English flag 
was worse than a nightmare to the Dutch 
factory, who now wrote the most urgent 
letters to the governor of Batavia, exhort¬ 
ing him to fit out an expedition for the 
Hooghly, in order to balance the English 
power in Bengal. There was at the mo¬ 
ment no war in Europe between Holland 
and England; but the governors and 
factors of the various European nations 

embraced the overture, and hoped another Plassey 
affair for themselves."— MSentitled “ A Narra¬ 
tive of the Disputes with the Dutch in Bengal," 
found by Sir John Malcolm among Clive's papers, 

* The nabob had entered into these intrigues 
with the Dutch before the invasion of the Shah 
Zadu ; and after Clive's conduct at that crisis he 
would willingly have broken them off. But when 
he saw the Dutch arrive in the Hooghly in such 
great force he fancied that they must triumph 
over the English, and that in assisting them he 
should be pursuing the wise policy of siding with 
the strongest. * 

G 2 










OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 


era to have been wont, when- 
M their purposes, to adopt and 
/the principle of the old bucca- 
\ America- - that European treaties 
did not extend to the regions in which 
they were living, and that there was no 
peace beyond the equinoctial line. The 
authorities of llatavia were as eager to 
send an expedition as was the factory at 
Chinchura to request it, and in a short 
time accounts were received at Calcutta 
that the Dutch were preparing a strong 
armament. It appears to have been known 
from the first that the destination was 
Bengal; but there was some doubt as to 
which of the Indian potentates had in¬ 
vited it or engaged to co-operate with it. 

Warren Hastings, though so quick and 
sagacious, was deceived for a time by the 
tales told him at Moorshedabad ; and he 
(on the 29th of July, 1759) wrote to Clive 
that the Nabob Meer Jaflier was led to 
suspect that the Dutch were in league 
with the powerful sovereign of Oucle. 
Even Clive himself was deceived for 
some time, not because he was so credu¬ 
lous as to place any confidence in Meer 
Jaffier’s faith, but because he counted 
upon his weakness and womanly timidity. 
The nabob played his part well. When 
Clive sent notice to him of the Batavia 
armament, he pretended to be greatly 
alarmed, and expressed his hope that the 
English, in virtue of the treaty subsisting, 
would join their forces to his to oppose 
ancl prevent the invasion of his dominions. 
He also sent Clive the copy of a strong 
letter he had addressed to the Dutch fac¬ 
tory. Early in the month of August a 
Dutch ship arrived in the Hooghly with 
European troops on hoard. Clive re¬ 
ported this arrival to Meer Jaflier, who, 
after betraying some confusion, sent a 
second letter to the Dutch factory, ancl 
ordered his troops at the town of Hooghly 
to join the English and prevent any Dutch 
ships or troops from ascending the river. 
The Dutch solemnly protested that the 
ship svhich had arrived in the lower part 
of the river had been driven in by stress 
of weather, and that she and the troops 
on board would depart in peace as soon 
as they had obtained water and provisions. 
The vessel, however, continued to lie 
where she was, and attempts were made 


fo send soldiers up to Chinchura\5l»ipJ- 
dealing them in the bottom of ^nnji _ 
boats; but Clive issued bis mandatemat 
every Dutch or native boat should be 
stopped and searched. The gentlemen 
at Chinchura remonstrated and protested 
against these proceedings on the part of a 
friendly power; but Clive continued to 
stop their soldiers and to send them back 
to their ship, telling the gentlemen of the 
factory that he was in Bengal in a double 
capacity ; that as an English officer, while. 
England was engaged in a war with 
France, he was justified by the laws of 
nations in searching all vessels whatever, 
not knowing but that they might intro¬ 
duce French troops into the country; and 
that, as an auxiliary to the Great Mogul, 
he was under the necessity, by solemn 
treaty, to oppose the introduction of any 
European or foreign troops whatsoever 
into Bengal. The Dutch, perhaps proud 
of their great writers ou that subject, 
cited the laws of uations on their own 
side, aud kept pressing their warlike pre¬ 
parations all the time ; and the mind that 
can condemn Clive’s conduct in this parti¬ 
cular, and call it an attacking “ without 
provocation the ships and troops of a 
nation in friendship with this country/’ 
must previously have lost its perception 
in the muddiest mazes of metaphysics. 
If Clive had seen with such organs all 
would have been lost. Early in October 
Meer Jaflier arrived in person at Cal¬ 
cutta, as if merely intending to honour 
Clive with a visit. A day or two after 
advices came from below of the arrival 
of six more Dutch ships of a large size, 
and crammed with troops, partly Eu¬ 
ropeans and partly Malays, from Batavia 
and other Dutch settlements in the islands. 

“ Now,” ^ays Clive, or a pen that wrote 
for him, “/he Dutch mask fell off, and 
the nabob (conscious of his having given 
his assent to their coming, and at the 
same time of our attachment and his own 
unfaithful dealings with us) was greatly 
confused and disconcerted. He, however, 
seemed to make light of it; told the go¬ 
vernor (Clive) he was going to reside 
three or four days at his fort of Hooghly, 
where he would chastise the insolence of 
the Dutch, and drive them soon out of 
the river again. On the 19th of October 
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putta; and, in place of his 
fort at Hooghly, he took up 
at Cojah Wazeed’s garden, 
-way between that and Chin- 
chura ;* a plain indication that he had no 
apprehensions from the Dutch, whom he 
received there in the most gracious man¬ 
ner he could, more like friends and allies 
than as enemies to him and his coun¬ 
tryf 

In three or four days Clive received a 
letter from the nabob, informing him 
that he had thought proper to grant some 
indulgence to the Dutch in their trade, 
and that the Dutch on their part had 
engaged to leave the river with their 
ships and troops as soon as the season 
would permit. But tins reference to the 
seasons was unfortunate, inasmuch as, at 
the time of his writing, the season per¬ 
mitted their departure with the greatest 
safety. Clive, from the tenor of the letter, 
and the whole course of the nabob’s con¬ 
duct, felt assured that the Dutch had no 
intention to quit the river, and that Meer 
Jaffier had given his permission to them 

* This Cojah, or Khodjah, Wazeod, who was 
distinguished by the title of “ The Glory of Mer¬ 
chants,” was a person of great wealth and im¬ 
portance—a sort of second Omicliund, who had 
lived a life of intrigue, serving and betraying all 
parties in turns. lie had been an agent lor the 
French, an agent for the English, but waslattevly 
become an agent for the Dutch, and the secret 
medium by which they communicated with the 
nabob, and the nabob with them. For some time 
before this visit to him at his gardeu on the 
Hooghly, Meer Jatficr had treated this “ Glory 
of Merchants "with great favour and distinction. 
But the circumstances did not prevent Clive from 
seizing the persona of Cojali Wazeed and his 
son'a short time after the nabob’s visit when they 
were going to Moorshedahad. Warren Hastings 
had some difficulty in cooling the wrath of the 
nabob; but he ingeniously represented that 
Cojah Wazeed was the prime instigator of these 
troubles; that it appeared, from the long consult¬ 
ations held between him and the Dutch the even¬ 
ing before his departure, that he was going up to 
strengthen their cause at Moordiedahad, where 
the nabob must know the English had many ene¬ 
mies; that it was no time to stand upon the 
strictness of ceremony when the enemy were 
almost at the gates of Calcutta; and, finally, that 
Olive had only given orders that Cojah Wazeed 
should be seized on the way, hut that no attempt 
should be made upon him if he was arrived 
within the district of the city of Moorshedabad.— 
Warren Hastings's Letters to Clive, as given by Sir 
John Malcolm, 

t Account from a MS. entitled ' A Narrative 
of the Disputes of the Dutch in Bengal. 



to bring up their troops if they 
This Clive was determined they^ 
not do; and the council at Calcutta hear¬ 
tily agreed with him. The nabob had 
not ventured to withdraw the orders he 
had given to the English to oppose the 
Dutch. A very few days later, intelli¬ 
gence was received that the Dutch arma¬ 
ment was actually moving up the river 
towards Calcutta, aud that the Dutch 
agents were enlisting troops of every de¬ 
nomination at Chinehura, Cossimbuzar, 
and even as far up the country as Patna, 
and this plainly with the connivance of 
Meer Jaffier, and the more open assist¬ 
ance of iiis son Meeran. Clive .saw that 
the junction of the armament from below 
and the troops from above, with the force 
already collected within the walls of 
Chinehura, would he followed by the 
declaration of the nabob in favour of the 
Dutch, and an immediate movement upon 
the English settlements. His force in 
Europeans was, at the moment, actually 
inferior in number to that of the Dutch 
on board the seven ships alone, without 
counting those in garrison at Chinehura • 
for the force from Batavia, now accu¬ 
rately reported, consisted of 700 Eu¬ 
ropeans and 800 Malays -the latter a far 
braver race of men than the uatives of 
Bengal. There was no time to be lost 
—this was no season for indulging in 
subtleties and nice distinctions, or for 
turning over the pages of Grotius and 
Puffendorf—and Clive resolved to pro¬ 
ceed at once against the Dutch as if they 
were open instead of secret enemies. At 
the critical moment some of the council 
were startled by the notion of infringing 
the treaties of peace existing between the 
United Provinces and Great Britain, and 
of commencing a war on their own re¬ 
sponsibility. But Clive said that “ a 
public man may sometimes be called 
upon to act with a halter round his neck;” 
and the Dutch by their conduct seemed 
to justify hostilities and to give them 
a merely defensive character on the part 
of the English, for they continued to en¬ 
list native troops more openly than ever, 
they denied the English the right of 
search, they insulted several English 
officers, they attempted to seduce the se¬ 
poys in English pay, and, thinking their 






mtsTfy 



OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 


pc for action, they vowed ven- 
Jlive persisted in obstructing 
s of their troops up the river, 
'private interests must have been 
in conflict with his public duty, for he 
had recently remitted a great part of his 
fortune to Europe through the Dutch 
East India Company, who might have 
kept the money in the banks of Amster¬ 
dam and Rotterdam, both in revenge and 
in compensation. These considerations 
might have induced another man to avoid 
extremities, but they appear to have had 
no weight whatever with “ The Daring 
in War,” who was equally daring in 
policy. Notwithstanding all that, had 
passed,” says the paper we have already 
quoted from, “ on receipt of the last Dutch 
remonstrance we found our sentiments a 
good deal embarrassed, doubting whether 
we should stand justified to our country 
and employers in commencing hostilities 
against an ally of England, supposing 
they should persist in passing the bat¬ 
teries below with their ships and troops. 
In this situation we anxiously wished the 
next hour would bring us news of a de¬ 
claration of war with Holland; which 
we had indeed some reason to expect by 
our last advices from England. Another 
strong reason which determined us to 
oppose them, and on which subject we 
had been guarded against by the court of 
directors, was, that in all likelihood the 
4 Dutch would first commence hostilities 
against us in India. Thus circumstanced, 
the Dutch themselves removed all our 
difficulties by beginning hostilities below, 
attacking with shot and seizing several of 
our vessels, grain-boats, Sec .; tearing 
down our colours; disembarking our 
guns, military stores, &c., from our ves¬ 
sels to their own ships, making prisoners 
of the captains, officers, &c. They also 
began hostilities cn shore in our settle¬ 
ments, where they tore down our colours, 
and burnt the 'houses and effects of the 
Company’s tenants in those parts.” * 
it was not known whether the Dutch 

* “ Amongst the vessels Ihev attacked and 
seized was the ‘ Leopard Snow,’Captain Barclay, 
whom we had dispatched with expresses to Ad¬ 
miral Cornish, to hasten his coming to our suc¬ 
cour. which we judged would meet him some¬ 
where ou the Arrncnn const.” 



would come up the river and 

English batteries with their ship__ 

troops on hoard, or whether they would 
land the troops below the batteries, and 
march them thence by land; but Clive 
made the necessary dispositions against 
both these plans of operation, as far as 
comported with the smallness of his dis¬ 
posable force, consisting duly of about 320 
English, 1200 6epqys, and three of the 
Company’s ships, which were all that 
were then in the river. Just at this junc¬ 
ture Colonel Forde returned to Calcutta 
from his career of conquest in the North¬ 
ern Chears and the Deccan : he had 
quitted his command on account of ill- 
health and disgust at the conduct of the 
directors, who had not confirmed his 
appointment, and with the intention of 
returning to England by the first oppor¬ 
tunity ; but at the invitation of his friend 
and patron Clive, who entertained the 
highest opinion of his bravery and abi¬ 
lities, he readily agreed to take the com¬ 
mand of part of the forces. On the 19th 
of November Forde moved from Calcutta 
to the northward, took the Dutch settle¬ 
ment at Barnagore, on the left hank of 
the Hooghly, crossed the river the next 
day with his troops and four pieces of 
artillery, and marched towards Chander- 
nagore, to strike terror into the factory 
of Chinchum, and to be ready to inter¬ 
cept, the Dutch troops in case they should 
land. The rest of his troops, and the 
best and largest proportion, with many 
volunteers draughted from the militia, 
and part of an independent company 
mounted as cavalry, Clive sent down to 
the forts on the river under the command 
of Captain Knox. Mr. Hoi well, who had . 
survived the Black Hole and the subse¬ 
quent barbarity of Suraj-u-Dowlah, took 
charge of Fort William with the militia, 
consisting of about 250 English and a few 
Portuguese. Clive remained at Calcutta, 
but went and came, dividing his atten¬ 
tion and presence between the two divi¬ 
sions of his army under Forde and Knox. 

It was noticeable that men who had been 
absolute cowards under Governor Drake, 
and the other imbeciles that presided 
over the defence of Calcutta at the time 
of Suraj-u-Dowlah’s siege, were now 
brave, alert, and confident. The' three 
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Indiamen which had arrived 
-hitch were lying in the lower 
‘ river, between that squadron 

—-j but, as the Dutch ships now 

began to ascend the river, these Indiamen 
were ordered to pass them and station 
themselves above the English batteries at 
Charnoc and Tanna, where fire-boats had 
been prepared to assist in destroying them. 
The Dutch commodore on seeing the three 
Indiamen coming up sent to tell Commo¬ 
dore Wilson that if he attempted to pass 
him he would fire upon him. On the 
21st of November the Dutch cast anchor 
within range of the English cannon on 
the batteries; on the 23rd they landed 
on the Chinclnira side of the river tlieir 
army of 1500 men, and then dropped 
down with their ships to a place called 
“ Melancholy Point" — for them appro¬ 
priately so named—where the three Eng¬ 
lish ships were lying ready for action. 

The moment the Dutch troops were 
landed Clive sent Captain Knox across 
the river to reinforce Colonel Forde, and 
ordered Commodore Wilson to demand 
immediate restitution of our vessels, sub¬ 
jects, and property, and, on their refhsal, 
to fight, sink, burn, and destroy the Dutch 
squadron. The next day (the 24th) the 
demand was made and refused. The 
Dutch had seven ships, four of them 
being called “ capital ships;”.the English 
had ordy three, and they appear to have 
derived no assistance whatever either from 
the land batteries, which were too far 
oil, or from the fire-boats. Nevertheless 
.Commodore. Wilson,%ho began the at¬ 
tack, ended it in two hours with the total 
defeat of the enemy; the Dutch commo¬ 
dore, who had thirty men killed and many 
wounded, struck, and the rest followed 
the example, all except his second, who 
cut and ran down the river as far as 
Culpee, thirty-three miles in a straight 
line below Calcutta, when she was stopped 
short, intercepted, and taken by the ‘ Or- 
ford 1 and ‘ Royal George,’ which had just 
arrived from England, and were pseend- 
ing the Hooghly as the tide and weather 
permi tted. The * Duke of Dorset/ com¬ 
manded by Captain Forrester, and which 
had more immediately engaged the Dutch 
commodore, suffered rather severely; but. 
the loss sustained in the other two English 


ships was trifling. Apparently*? 
and stupified by the loss of their 
the Dutch and their Malays halted and 
wavered on their march to Chinchuru, 
and on the 25th, the day after the fight 
on the river, they blundered upon a 
wretched position, from which retreat was 
difficult and a further advance impracti¬ 
cable. Forde with the quick eye of a 
soldier saw their blunder —saw that he 
had them upon the hip ; but there came 
over him a doubt and a. misgiving; and, 
hesitating to attack the troops of a Eu¬ 
ropean nation not in a state of declared 
war, he sent a hasty messenger across the 
river with a note to Clive, saying, « that 
if he had the order of council he could 
attack the Dutch, with a fair prospect of 
destroying them.” Clive, who was play¬ 
ing a quiet game at cards when the note 
reached him, took out his pencil, and, 
without quitting the table, wrote on the 
back of it — “ Dear Forde, fight them im¬ 
mediately. I will send you the order .of 
council to-morrow.”* Accordingly Forde 
fought the Dutch; and the engagement 
was short, bloody, and decisive. It took • 
place in the valley of Bedarra, about four 
miles from Chinclmra, part of the garri¬ 
son of which place had contrived to join 
the Dutch, who were badly commanded 
by one Roussel, a French soldier of for¬ 
tune, and who were put to a total rout in 
less than half an hour. The fugitives 
left on the field 120 Europeans and 200 
Malays in killed; about 150, including 
M. Roussel and 14 other officers, were 
wounded; and about 350 Dutch and 200 
Malays were taken prisoners. The total 
loss of the English was inconsiderable. 
From the field of his easy victory Forde 
marched to Chinclmra, and, sitting down 
before that place, which he could have 
taken by a coup de main , he wrote to Cal¬ 
cutta for further orders. But the Dutch 
factory, in abject submission, implored 
for a cessation of hostilities. Deputies 
were appointed on both sides ; the Dutch 
disavowed the proceedings of their squa¬ 
dron, humbly acknowledged themselves 
the aggressors, and agreed to pay costs 
and damages; and upon these conditions 
an amicable settlement was arranged, and 



* Sir John Malcolm, Life. 
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uured ships were all restored to 
Three days after the battle of 
the nabob’s son Meeran, whom 
Clive seldom mentioned without the affix of 
“ scoundrel,’•• encamped within two miles 
of Chinchura with about 6000 or 7000 
horse. If the Dutch had proved victo¬ 
rious, he would have joined them in plun¬ 
dering and destroying the English; but, 
now that the English had obtained a 
complete triumph, he hoped to be allowed 
to share with them in the spoils of the 
Dutch. The terrified factory instantly 
applied to Governor Clive, entreating him 
to interpose, and not abandon them to the 
violence of the Mussul mans. Clive, losmg 
no time, crossed the river to tell the young 
nabob what he might and w hat he might 
not do, and to save the factory from the 
chances of a black-hole, or some other 
atrocity. Under his dictation Meeran 
agreed to a treaty, and then withdrew.* 
The few remaining months of Clive’s 
present stay in India were devoted to va¬ 
rious arrangements and precautions for 
securing the tranquillity of the country, 
and maintaining the always tottering au¬ 
thority of the pusillanimous nabob. When 
his inteuded departure was announced it 
filled Meer Jaffier, Warren Hastings, and 
every one else interested in the continu¬ 
ance of peace, with doubt and alarm; for 
by all these men Clive was considered as 
the only Atlas that could prop up the pon¬ 
derous and crazy machine. The old na¬ 
bob was expecting every day that the 
young nabob would cut his throat in pri¬ 
vate, or carve his way to the musnud 
through open war and revolution. Mee¬ 
ran had surrounded himself by ail the 
chiefs that most hated his father or the 
English, having for his prime counsellor 
Roydullub, whom Clive described as “ an 
aspiring, ambitious villain.” Hastings, 
Hoi well, Sykes, and Amyatt, the resident 
at Patna, entreated the governor to re¬ 
main some time longer. “ I own,” wrote 

# The Dutch bound themselves never to me¬ 
ditate war, introduce or enlist troops, or raise 
fortifications in the country; to keep up 125 
European soldiers, and no more; to send their 
ships und remaining troops out of the country 
forthwith; and to satisfy themselves with their 
trade and commercial privileges. A breach of 
any one of these articles was to be punished with 
total expulsion from Bengal. 



Hastings from Moorshedabad, “ I 1,_ 

with great concern that your resolution is 
fixed to return to Europe this season;” 
aud he went on to predict many ill conse¬ 
quences likely to arise out of the depar¬ 
ture of the only one who could alike keep 
the natives true to their treaties, arid the 
English steady in the ways of justice, 
prudence, and moderation. But Clive on 
the other hand had great objects in view, 
which made him persist in his design: he 
wished by his presence and personal re¬ 
presentations, and the influence he could 
now exercise by means of the great for¬ 
tune and the fame he had acquired, to 
obtain from the British Parliament and 
government measures calculated to pre¬ 
serve what he had gained in India, and 
to extend and consolidate our other acqui¬ 
sitions in that country. He knew that a 
peace with France was in contemplation, 
aud he earnestly wished to arrive before 
such peace should be concluded, lest our 
negotiators, through a want of local and 
other knowledge, should surrender by 
treaty advantages and prospects which 
had been obtained by arms; and besides 
other weighty reasons, he desired to pro¬ 
cure for the governors of the three presi¬ 
dencies commissions from his majesty as 
major-generals, in order that this supe¬ 
riority of rank might put an end to the 
pretensions and independent powers of 
the king’s officers, which on several occa¬ 
sions had seriously impeded the public 
service. “ If,” said he, “ my interest pre¬ 
vails, I flatter myself I shall have ren¬ 
dered the company more service by my 
return to England than by my stay in 
Bengal. If a peace should be on the tapis, 

I may be of some use likewise; for con¬ 
vinced lam the directors are not masters 
sufficiently of the subject, and will pro¬ 
bably conclude a peace in Europe which 
cannot possibly be abided by in the East 
Indies.”* He had previously announced 
his intention and wishes to the first great 
Pitt, theu one of the principal secretaries 
of state, and one of the warmest, of his 
admirers, who, improving, ms orators do, 
upon Major Laurence’s plain dictum that 
Clive w as bom a soldier, had called him 
in the British House of Commons “a 

* Letter to Mr. Pigot. 
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h-bprn general—a man who, bred 
' raour of the desk, had displayed a 
/ genius which might excite the 
admiration of the King of Prussia.” To 
excite—what seldom required exciting— 
the warlike spirit and imagination of the 
great orator, he laid before him in this 
letter the immense advantages and the 
gorgeous empire which might be obtained 
in the East if the English government 
would only send out a thousand or two of 
their best troops ; he remitted an exact 
account of the revenues of Bengal, ge¬ 
nuine and to be depended upon, as he had 
got it faithfully extracted from the booku 
of the nabob’s minister; and, as the Eng¬ 
lish people were prematurely complaining 
of the amount of the national debt, he 
hinted that that burthen might be got rid 
of by means of Indian rupees. He de¬ 
scribed in a concise and forcible manner 
—for since bis first coming as a poor un¬ 
educated clerk to Fort St. David he had 
learned to write as well as fight—the dis¬ 
organized, distracted state of the whole of 
India, the mere shadowy existence of the 
suzerain of all, the Great Mogul, the in¬ 



fluence and consideration the English 
obtained in the court of Delhi, and~t£e 
total obscuration of the French in the 
Deccan. “ I have great hopes,” said he, 
“ that we shall succeed in extirpating 
them from the province of Golconda, 
where they have reigned lords paramount 
so long, and from whence they have 
drawn their principal resources. Not¬ 
withstanding the extraordinary exertions 
made in sending out M. Lally last year, 
I am confident before the end of this they 
will be near their last gasp in the Car¬ 
natic.” Having prepared his way in this 
arfrhin other quarters, having called that 
most able officer Major CaJJiaud from the 
Carnatic to Bengal, and having paid a 
farewell visit to Meer Jaffier at Moor- 
shedabad, Clive sailed from India on the 
25th day of February, 1760. He had 
provided for the future to the extent of 
his means, information, or foresight, and 
he left brave and experienced men, trained 
by himself, behind him; yet, neverthe¬ 
less, “ it appeared as if the soul was de¬ 
parting from the body of the government 
of Bengal.” 
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A.D. 1759. VICTORIOUS PROGRESS OF COLONEL COOTE. 


Clive’s prediction as to the result of the 
war in the Carnatic was justified by the 
fact, and by the fall of Pondicherry to 
English arms, an event which took place 
within a year after his departure. While 
the French army was cantoned in the 
country round about Wandewash, and 
Lally and Bussy quarrelling more vio¬ 
lently than before, Colonel Coote with the 
last division of his regiment arrived on 
the coast, and on the 21st of November 
(1759) proceeded to Conjeveram, where 
the rest of the English troops were can¬ 
toned. As rapid as Clive, Coote fell upon 
the fort of Wandewash, carried it by 
storm on the 29th, marched to Carongoly* ■*. 
and took that place also by the 10th of' 
December. Having obtained the services 
of a considerable body of Mahratta horse, 
Lally, by some artful movements, sur¬ 
prised and took Conjeveram, but he was 
disappointed in his expectation of finding 
there magazines and provisions for his 
half-famishing people, lie next attempted 
to recover the fortress of Wandewash, 
where the breaches they had made were 
still open, and where the English had 
hardly any artillery. But while he or 
his engineer officers were formalizing as 
to the proper construction of the battery 
of assault, Coote reached the spot and 
compelled the French to retreat. Lally’s 
pride, however, forbade his retreating far, 
and he drew up in order of battle near 
the walls of Wandewash. He had with 
him 2250 Europeans and 1300 sepoys; 
but, as for his Mahratta allies, they kept 
aloof. Coote had only 1900 Europeans, 
but he had 2100 sepoys, 1250 black ca¬ 
valry, and 26 field-pieces.* The French 


* Coote’s black horse, however, did no more 
for him than Lully's Mahrattas did for -the 
French;—they kept out of the reach of shot, and 
would not even pursue when the enemy were 
routed. 


were more thoroughly defeated than ever 
they had been up to this time. Bussy, 
who gallantly put himself at the head of 
a regiment to try a bayonet charge, was 
abandoned by his men and taken prisoner,. 
Laily escaped, protected by a small body 
of French cavalry. He collected his 
shattered army at Chitteput, but he could 
make no stand there, and, without rein¬ 
forcing the garrison in the place, he re¬ 
treated still farther to the strong hill 
fortress of Gin gee. Instead of following 
him, Coote resolved to strike across the 
country to recover Arcot, where Lally 
some short time before, and with much 
theatric pomp, had proclaimed the son of 
Chunda Sahib Nabob or Subahdar of the 
Carnatic; and the very day after the 
battle of Wandewash, which was fought 
on the 22nd of December, he hurried for¬ 
ward a detachment in that direction. 

On the 1st of February, 1760, Coote 
himself arrived at Arcot, and on the 5th 
he began to cannonade the town from three 
batteries. On the 6th he commenced 
making approaches, and by the morning 
of the 9 th the sap was carried to the foot 
of the glacis, and by the hour of noon on 
the same day two small breaches were 
made. Not three men in the garrison had 
been killed • the breaches were impracti¬ 
cable, and yet a flag of truce was held 
out, and Arcot was surrendered. Lally 
soon found it impossible to remain on the 
strong but barren hill of Gingee, and he 
retreated, with what remained of his half- 
naked famishing army, to the vicinity of 
Pondicherry. 'Repairing himself to that 
city, he quarrelled anew with the council 
and all the authorities there, blaming 
them for the destitute state of his troops, 
and calling them, embezzlers and pecu¬ 
lators ; and they, retorting with true 
Gallic vehemence, accused him of folly, 
imbecility, treachery, and even cowardice. 







COOTE BEDUCES PONDICHERRY. 


these unseemly altercations the 
/flag was struck down from nearly 
everyplace where it yet floated: Timery 
~ surrendered, Vevi-Cottah was evacuated, 
Trinomaly surrendered, Permacoil and 
Alamparva were taken by storm, and the 
w hole country between Alamparva and 
Pondicherry was laid waste by fire and 
sword. Carical, the most important place 
on the coast next to Pondicherry, was 
soon invested by an armament sent from 
Madras, and, by a detachment which de¬ 
scended from Trichinopoly; the garrison 
made a miserable defence, and surren¬ 
dered on the 6th of April, before a relief 
dispatched by Tally could reach the 
place. The fall of Valdore, Chidamba¬ 
ram, and Cuddalore followed in rapid 
succession. 

By the 1st of May the English, who 
laid been reinforced, encamped within 
four miles of Pondicherry; and the 
French, who had received no succour 
from their impoverished mother country, 
were in a manner cooped up in that strong 
town, looking with a faint, declining hope 
for the arrival of a squadron, or some 
ship with some help, from the Mauritius, 
or Bourbon, or some other quarter. But 
lie must be a bold and fortunate seaman 
that should now escape the vigilance and 
power of the British naval force ; for Ad¬ 
miral Cornish had been three months on 
the Coromandel coast With six ships of 
the line, Admiral Stevens, who had suc¬ 
ceeded Pococke, had now come forward 
with four more ships of the line, and was 
followed in a day or two by another ship 
of the line bringing three companies of 
the Koyal Artillery. In his extremity 
Lally turned his eyes towards the country 
of Mysore, where Hyder Ali, who was 
afterw ards to fill a wider scene, had esta¬ 
blished his authority by force of arms, 
and by force of intrigue and tfeachery. 
To bring Hyder on the back of Coote, 
Lally offered him present possession of 
the fort of Thiagnr, which commanded 
two passes into the Carnatic, and future 
possession of Tinevelly and Madura—that 
is, when Lally and Hyder should turn 
the tide of war and dispossess the Eng¬ 
lish of those two places. A bargain was 
concluded, Hyder agreeing to send droves 
of bullocks to feed the French, and troops 


to fight for the French. A detejeh yi|pt , 
sent by Coote to stop the march of Hy^ 
der’s people was too wreak for the purpose, 
and sustained a defeat; but, when the 
Mysoreans obtained a nearer view of the 
English army, and a corrector notion of 
the real and deplorable condition of 
Lally’s forces, they thought their bargain 
a bad one, and, breaking it with the or¬ 
dinary Indian unscrupulousuess, they 
marched back to their own country, 
troops and bullocks. Shortly before their 
departure six of the English company’s 
ships arrived at Madras, and there landed 
a reinforcement of 600 men. More and 
more force continued to pour in, and still 
not a ship, not a man, not a barrel of 
beef or biscuit arrived to sustain the 
French in Pondicherry. 

In the course of the month of October, 
the English fleet was raised to seventeen 
sqil of the line, and a picturesque regi¬ 
ment of kilted men from the bleak high¬ 
lands of Scotland were disembarked to 
try their mettle and their power of en¬ 
during heat in the lowlands of Hindustan. 
By means which 'are not explained, and 
which are difficult to understand, as the 
French had neither money nor credit, and 
as Hyder Ali had done little for them in 
that way, Lally succeeded in obtaining 
some supplies of provisions. On the night 
of the 4th of September he made a sortie, 
in the hope of surprising the English 
camp; but his troops no longer acted 
with concert or spirit; one of his divi¬ 
sions lagged behind, and the whole plan 
failed. Unfortunately the directors in 
Leadenhall-street had sent out by the last 
ships their orders that Colonel Coote 
should' return to Bengal, and that Major 
Monson, the officer next under him, should 
take the command on the Coromandel 
coast. Although on the very point of 
completing his brilliant campaign by the 
reduction of the French capital in India, 
and although he and all men felt /bat the 
company could not know months before, 
when their orders were dated, what had 
happened, and of what honour they were 
depriving him, Coote, without murmur or 
complaint, submitted to the instructions of 
his employers. Nor did his magnanimity 
stop here—his o wn regiment, one of the 
best in India, was to proceed with him to 
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he council of Madras were 
consternation; Major Mon- 
that if that regiment were 
could not and would not 
undertake the siege of Pondicherry—and 
thereupon Coote most generously con¬ 
sented that his regiment should remain 
to gain laurels for another.* Put the 
chances of war overset or postponed the 
execution of the directors’ orders: Major 
Monson was dangerously wounded in an 
attack upon some of the outward defences 
of the French, and, being for the time in¬ 
capable of duty, he joined the council in 
entreating Colonel Coote, who, luckily, 
had not yet sailed for Bengal, to resume 
the command, and Coote remained; and 
the siege of Pondicherry, after the cessa¬ 
tion of the rains at the end of November, 
was pressed with great vigour. Several 
batteries played against the town from the 
8th to the 30th of December; and on the 
12th of January, 1761, the trenches were 
Opened, and the place was reduced to ex¬ 
tremity. The stores which had been pro¬ 
cured nad not been husbanded with pro¬ 
per care, and the provisions remaining on 
hand would not suffice for more than two 
days longer; the best part of the army, 
the gallant regiments of Lorraine and 
Daily, were reduced to a small number, 
and these worn out with famine, disease, 
and fatigue; the rest of the troops were 
little better than a mutinous rabble. 
Nothing therefore was left to the fiery, 
proud man who had arrived in India with 
the confident hope of extirpating the Eng¬ 
lish and realising the grand schemes of 
Dnpleix, but to seek conditions, and sur¬ 
render. And, on the 14th of January, a 
commissioner from Lully and a deputa¬ 
tion from the council of Pondicherry 
entered the English camp, and made an 
unconditional surrender to Colonel Coote. 

As soon as the French flag was struck, 
Mr. Pi got, as governor of Madras, made 
a formal demand that Pondicherry should 
be given up to that presidency, as the 
conquest and property of the company. 
Coote and a council of war, consisting of 
the English admirals and the chief officers 
both of the army and the navi, decided 
that the place ought to be held for the 

• Mill. 



king. Upon this, Pigot resolutely 

that, unless Pondicherry were__ 

to the presidency, he would stojTall sup¬ 
plies, and furnish none of the money 
which was so much wanted for the sub¬ 
sistence of the king’s troops and the French 
prisoners. After a reference to the com¬ 
pany’s charters, and upon other considera¬ 
tions, Coote and the council of officers 
yielded the point; and, by order of the 
council of Madras, immediate prepara¬ 
tions were made for levelling the town 
und fortifications of Pondicherry with the 
ground.* The white flag of the Bourbons 
still floated over the hill-fort of Tliiagur, 
fifty miles in the interior of the country— 
the place which Lally had promised to 

Hyder Ali.and over the other strong 

hill-fort of Girigee, about thirty-five miles 
north-west from Pondicherry; but the 
garrisons, isolated and without any hope 
of relief, soon surrendered; und by tho 
beginning of April the French had not so 
much as a single military post in nil 
India. M. Bussy, upon being taken 
prisoner at the battle of Wandewash, had 
been instantly liberated upon parole by 
Coote, who respected his abilities as a 
soldier and his character as a man: all 
the English treated him with kindness 
and consideration ; for, unlike Lally, who 
had made war like a savage, he had in¬ 
variably treated his English prisoners with 
humanity and courtesy; and when the 
hero of Golconda returned to France he 
was received, at least by the public, with 
the honour due to a brave and able com¬ 
mander, and with the interest which a 
military people always attach to hazard¬ 
ous and romantic adventures.f 

# The instructions from the court of France to 
Lally had been intercepted, in which he was di¬ 
rected to destroy such of the British settlements 
as fell into his power; in consequence of which 
tho court of directors gave orders to retaliate the 
same measures upon the French settlements.— 
Orme. 

t When our ally and nnl>ob of‘the Carnatic, 
Mohammed Ali, heard of the capture of Bussy, 
ho wrote in a rapture of joy to the governor of 
Madras, saying that that incident aloi.e was an 
Advantage equal to the greatest victory that could 
have heen obtained, and gently suggesting that 
he should he put into his hands, when the French¬ 
man would be taken good care of l Mo’.mmnvd 
had learned nothing of tho best parts of civiliza¬ 
tion, though he had heen so long connected with 
tho.Enelish; he was astonished that thev did not 









M. LALLY IS BEHEADED AT PAItlS. 


tffferent was the fate of the 
lly, who was regarded with 
fid contempt by his conquerors, 
Pondicherry amidst the insults 
and reproaches of his own countrymen, 
and who, upon his arrival in France, was 
hooted by the people, and thrown into 
the Bastille by the government; and lay 
there till, the Bastille being considered 
too honourable a place of confinement for 
such an offender, he was removed to a 
common gaol. The French government 
of the day, borne down by a long suc¬ 
cession of failures and defeats, were glad 
to avert the popular indignation from 
themselves by making Lally their scape¬ 
goat ; and the accusations brought against 
that rash and violent man, not merely 
by his old antagonists of the council of 
Pondicherry, whom he had so often treated 
as s windlers and embezzlers, but by every 
Frenchman that returned beggared and 
desperate from India—his own glaring 
abuse of authority, misconduct m the 
field, and most indisputable failure—and 
the popular feeling raging against him 
everywhere—facilitated, and even gave 
a patriotic colour to, their ungenerous 
scheme: for, after all, unwise and bad as 
the conduct of Lally had been, it was 
difficult, to prove him guilty of offences 
calling for more than deprivation of his 
military rank, contempt, and oblivion; 
and the abuse of authority, vexations, and 
exactions of which he was accused, were 
not capital crimes by the existing laws of 
France. Yet the ministry determined to 
prosecute him unto death, for they felt 
that a scene and a sacrifice was wanted, 
and that the enraged people and the French 
East India Company would not be satis¬ 
fied with less than the public execution 
of the man who had lost all India. And 
thus they charged their victim with high- 
treason, which deprived him of the aid of 


put their dangerous prisoner *o death, and he 
thought them bereft of their senses when they al¬ 
lowed him to goat large on his parole, and re¬ 
ceived him with feasts and entertainments at 
Madras before his departure for Europe. 

Bossy carried home, or rather remitted from 
the DeCcau and the Cirours, some time before he 
went home, a very considerable fortune. Shortly 
aftnr his return to France, he married a niece of 
the Due de t'hoiseul, which raised him in favour 
and consideration at court. 



counsel — they charged him ... 
treachery to his country and coni 
in arms — they charged the man whose 
innermost ana most lasting passion was a 
hatred of England and of everything 
English, with playing into the hands of 
the English East India Company and its 
officers- they charged him, in order to 
crown his monstrous iniquities, with sell¬ 
ing Pondicherry, which he had defended 
to the last extremity; — and the grand 
tribunal of the nation, the then base, 
truckling, and subservient parliament of 
Paris, allowed the trial to be conducted 
so as to satisfy ministers and gratify the 
mob. Lally had never been destitute of 
personal courage, and, though an old and 
worn-out man, his conduct throughout 
the protracted trial was firm and proud. 
He expressed the greatest indignation at 
most of the charges made against him ; he 
proved some of the facts alleged to he 
utterly impossible ; and it is said be anti¬ 
cipated an acquittal. When sentence of 
death was read to him in his fbul dungeon, 
he threw up his hands to heaven and ex¬ 
claimed, “Is this the reward of forty-five 
years’ service! ” and seizing a pair of 
compasses, with which he had been mea¬ 
suring a map of the Coromandel coast, he 
struck at his proud, indignant heart; but 
his ai m was held or caught by one of the 
functionaries in Attendance, and the blow 
did not penetrate deep enough to kill, 
lie then poured forth a torrent of accusa¬ 
tions and execrations against his accusers 
and judges, apparently involving many 
facts deemed unsuitable for the public 
ear. With indecent, atrocious baste they 
executed him that very afternoon. To 
prevent him from speaking to the spec¬ 
tators they put a large gag into his mouth 
before removing him from his cell. lie 
was dragged through the street:: of Paris 
in a dung-cart to the Place de Grove, and 
was there beheaded.* 

In the meanwhile Clive had been re¬ 
ceived w ith all honour in England. The 
fortune he had accumulated, even without 
counting the jaghire conferred upon him 
by the nabob, amounted to 300,000/., the 


• Ormc.—Col. Wilkes.—Mill.—Memoirs pout 
le Corate d»* I.nlly.—Voltaire, Frag mens HiUo* 
riques sur I’lnde’et sur la Mort du Comte de 
Lally. 
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pdered from 27,0001., to 30,000/. 

\ he had credit for being even 
than he really was. He was 
i to the Irish peerage by the title of 
Baron Clive ofPlassey, and M as flattered 
by the prospect of a speedy elevation to 
the English peerage, which would give 
him a seat in the British House of Peers. 
For the present he took his seat in the 
House of Commons, where his wealth 
and his influence filled several other seats, 
and commanded votes besides his own. 
All parties courted him; but his admira¬ 
tion for Pitt increased on a personal ac¬ 
quaintance, and he steadily adhered to 
him till he Mas driven from office by the 
accession of George III. and the brief 
preponderance of Lord Bute. When Bute 
made overtures to hi in Clive rejected 
them; and when this most unpopular 
minister precipitated his negotiations for 
a peace with France he avoided consult¬ 
ing Clive as to the Indian clauses and 
conditions. The conqueror of Bengal M f as 
the more incensed at Bute’s conduct in 
this important respect, as lie knew that 
M. Bussy was constantly consulted by the 
French ministers and negotiators. The 
subject, however, Mas too near the heart 
of (’live to permit the indulgence of 
offended pride, pique, and resentment, 
and he transmitted a memorial to Bute, 
conveying ample information on all that 
related to our Eastern possessions. In 
this paper he d^velt upon the principles 
recommended by Depleix, and acted upon 
by the French. “ Dupleix,” said Clive, 
“ engaged in the contentions of the princes 
of the country, and had at one time, in a 
great measure, obtained his aim. There 
remained nothing to complete it hut the 
expulsion of the English out of Hindustan. 
We were at that time wholly attached to 
mercantile ideas; but undoubted proofs 
of M. Dupleix’s projects obliged us to 
draw the sword, and our successes have' 
been so great that we have accomplished 
for onr ourselves, and against the French, 
exactly everything that the French in¬ 
tended to accomplish for themselves and 
against ns.” He,foresaw what would 
follow the restitution of Pondicherry and 
other places; he expressed a wish that 
the French should be limited ns to the 
number of men they were to maintain on 



the Coromandel coast; and, abo 
tilings, ne reuorainended, and strend 
urged, that under no circumstances they 
should ever be allowed re-adraission into 
Bengal except as merchants. Bute gra¬ 
ciously thanked him fojr this memorial; 
and, impatient as he was for the conclu¬ 
sion of peace, he abided by several of the 
suggestions the paper contained ; and the 
treaty, though far indeed from satisfying 
Clive, was less unfavourable to the British 
interests in India than otherwise it might 
have been.* Unable to gain Clive, the 
Bute administration leagued themselves 
with Mr. Sulivan, and other directors of 
the East India Company, who entertained 
a personal animosity against Clive, and 
aimed ai diminishing both his wealth and 
his reputation. 

As yet neither these personal enemies 
nor anyone else raised a breath of scandal 
or reproach about his conduct towards 
Suraj-u-Dowlah and Omichuud, or against 
his acceptance of the treasure from Meer 
Jaffier after the battle of Plassey ; but 
what Sulivan and his colleagues chal¬ 
lenged as objectionable and criminal was 
Clive’s acceptance of the jaghire, and 
his insisting on payment of those quit- 
rents from the company. In the opinion 
of the best English lawyers of the day, 
the grant of rent which Clive had re¬ 
ceived Mas valid; had been made by 
exactly the same authority from which 
the company had received their chief 
possessions in Bengal; the company had 
acquiesced in the grant for more than two 
years, and, in attempting to prove that 
Meer Jaffier had no right to confer the 
jaghire on Clive, they must equally prove 
that that nabob had no right to confer 
what he had conferred upon the company. 
It was in every respect unwise to enter 
upon a too nice and close examination of 
any of these Indian rights and titles ; yet 
the hostile directors, in their anxiety to 
appropriate 30,000/. a-year, which they 
were bound to pay to the nabob before 
his transfer of the rent, aud in their envy 

* Franco bouiul herself to acknowledge the 
native rulers set up by the Kuglish, and never to 
erect auy fortifications in Iletigal ; but on these 
conditions her factories ami settlements were all 
restored to her, to be held merely as depots and 
t places of trade. 
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. bf Clive, who had treated some 
, yery superciliously, persevered 
twtempt, and actually confiscated 
Jtfghire, or, which was the same 
thing, they stopped payment of the rents, 
and put the money into their own coffers. 
Clive indignantly, and without an hour’s 
delay or hesitation, filed a bill in chan¬ 
cery against the court of directors. The 
court of directors, guided by the invete¬ 
rate Sulivan, endeavoured to protract the 
judgment of chaiicery by such stratagems 
or delays as the forms of judicial proceed¬ 
ings might permit; but it is said that, 
discouraged by the opinions given them 
by Mr. Yorke, the attorney-general, Sir 
Fletcher Norton, the solicitor-general, 
and other eminent lawyers, they had no 
hope of obtaining a decision in their fa¬ 
vour. At the same time Clive had written 
to his agents at Calcutta to institute a suit 
at law" against the company there, and to 
transmit a very exact account of all pro¬ 
ceeding}.', that they might be token up in 
England. 

But while “ The Daring in War” was 
thus involving himself in the mazes 
of law. and the company were battling 
with the man who had re-established their 
declining power, and gained provinces 
equal to kingdoms for them, news arrived 
that the garrison and all the English resi¬ 
dents at Patna bad been massacred, that 
revolutions, undertaken and made by the 
council at Calcutta, had proved miserable 
failures, and, in short, that everything in 
Bengal was falling into confusion and 
ruin. It was felt immediately, even by 
the most violent of his enemies, that Clive, 
and Clive alone, could remedy these evils, 
and overtures were made to him for his 
instant return to India. The proprietors 
of East India stock, who elected the di¬ 
rectors, and who were now determined 
that those directors should not through 
pique and party commit their property 
and future hopes of gain, called a meet¬ 
ing, and at a very full general court Clive 
was unanimously solicited, to return. At 
the same meeting the proprietors proposed 
to the directors the instant restitution of 
the jaghire; but Clive, who was in court, 
not thinking it right to take advantage of 
this sudden feeling, and to carry merely 
by his popularity a case depending at 



law, rose and requested they won., 
put this proposal to the vote: adL~ ft 
however, that from a sense of the impio- 
priety of going to India while so valuable 
a part of his property remained in dispute, 
be would make certain proposals for a 
compromise to the court of directors, 
which would, he trusted, lead to an 
amicable adjustment of that affair. But 
there was another great obstacle in the 
way of his deparaturc and future useful¬ 
ness; and ho declared, in his decided and 
emphatic manner, that he would never un¬ 
dertake the management of affairs abroad 
unless Mr. Sulivan were removed at home 
lrom his influential post as chairman. He 
said that it would be in vain for him to 
exert himself as governor and command¬ 
er-in-chief if his measures were to be 
thwarted and condemned at home, by a 
court of directors under the influence of a 
chairman whost^ conduct had evinced his 
ignorance of East India affairs, and who 
was also known to be his personal and 
inveterate enemy- that he cared not who 
filled the chair provided Mr. Sulivan did 
not, but that for the sake of his own re¬ 
putation and the advantage of the com¬ 
pany he would do nothing if that gentle¬ 
man continued to have the lead in Leadeu- 
hall-street.* A violent tumult followed 
his speech, but Sulivan, lately so prepo¬ 
tent, could scarcely obtain a hearing, an 
overwhelming majority of the proprietors 
being on ('live’s side, from the double 
conviction that he alone could save Ben¬ 
gal, and that he would do nothiug if his 
will were not complied with. Sulivan 
wished to try the result of a ballot upon 
the question; but by the by-laws of the 
company no ballot coulvl take place ex¬ 
cept on a requisition vsigned by nine pro¬ 
prietors ; and though upwards of *100 
were present, nine could not be found to 
sign their names to such a requisition. 
Clive was in consequence nominated go¬ 
vernor and commander-in-chief of the 
British possessions in Bengal, with the 
express understanding that uo other 
officer of whatever rank should have the 
power of interfiling with his command 
there. But he still refused to enter on 
his office till the event of the next annual 


* Clive's MSS. as cited by Sir John Malcolm. 
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directors should be known, 
hth of April, 1764, a hot and 
j contest took place, and ended in 
the triumph of Clive. Though his friend 
Lord Bute was no longer minister, Mr. 
Snlivan succeeded in bringing into the 
directory just half his number, but his 
own election as a director was only car¬ 
ried by one vote ; and in the subsequent 
contest for the chair, he was completely 
defeated. Messrs. Rous and Boulton, 
two staunch friends qf Clive, were nomi¬ 
nated chairman and deputy-chairman. 
After these transactions the court took 
the subject of the jaghire into considera¬ 
tion, and soon agreed to the proposals 
■which Clive himself made:— t. e. they 
confirmed his right to the full amount of 
the jughire rents for ten years, if he 
should live so long, and provided the 
company should continue during that 
period in possession of the lands round 
Calcutta charged with those rents. 

Clive then sailed for the third and last 
time to India. He reached Calcutta on 
the 3rd of Majq 1765, and found every¬ 
thing in confusion and a disorganization 
more fearfui than lie had anticipated. 
Mr. Warren Hastings had been but too 
correct in his anticipation, that the folly 
and excesses of the Europeans would 
prove as mischievous as the intrigues and 
vices of the native great men. “ Alas I” 
wrote Clive to a friend, “ how is the 
English name sunk ! I cannot avoid 
paying the tribute of a few tears to the 
departed and lost fume of the British 
nation--irrecoverably lost, I fear.” He 
called the council together and told them 
that he had come out to effect a thorough 
reform in their conduct, the source of 
most of the mischief which had happened; 
that it was his full resolution to efiect a 
thorough reform, and, for that eud, to 
make use of the w hole of the ample au¬ 
thority, civil and military, which ’had 
been entrusted to him. Johnstone, one 
of the worst or boldest men in the coun¬ 
cil, made some show* of opposition ; 
but Clive knitted his brow* and raised his 
voice, haughtily demanding whether he 
meanf to question the powers of the new 
government, and Johnstone cowed, re¬ 
plied that he never had the least intention 
of doing such a thing: “ upon which 


there was an appearance of very Hpnj ^idj 
pale countenances, and not one of the 
council uttered another syllable.” * 

But these gentlemen of the council and 
the weak and incompetent governor, Mr. 
Vansittart, had, during Clive’s five years' 
absence from India, done deeds fitted to 
make other men’s faces pale and red alter¬ 
nately. At the period when Clive had 
taken his departure for England it was 
rumoured that the Shah Zada had col¬ 
lected another army and was again ad¬ 
vancing against Patna; but it was con¬ 
ceived that a body of troops sent under 
that excellent officer Colonel Calliaud 
would enable Ramnarrain, the Hindu go¬ 
vernor of Patna, to repel the invasion if 
really made. Ghazee-u-Deen, the vizier 
and master at Delhi, against whom the 
Shalt Zada pretended in the first instance 
to have taken up arms, murdered the 
Great Mogul in a fit of desperation, and 
after ibis tragical event the Shah Zada 
took the state and title of emperor, and 
conferred the office of vizier upon Sujah- 
Dowlah, the powerful ruler of Oude, who 
had shown no great devotion to his per¬ 
son or fortunes the year before, when as 
the rebellious son of the emperor he was 
Hying before the arms of Clive and Ram¬ 
narrain. Shall Alum— 44 King of the 
World/—was the name which the new 
emperor chose for himself. With the as¬ 
sistance of the Nabob of Oude, he soon 
collected a numerous army and began his 
march to the Caramnassn. Crossing that 
river he advanced to Patna, and defeated 
Ramnarrain, who came out of the city to 
meet him with a very inferior force and 
with only seventy Europeans and one 
battalion of English tepoys under the 
command of Lieutenant Cochrane, Col. 
Calliaud being at the time engaged in 
some important operations on the left 
bank of the river between Patna and 
Moorshedabad. In this afiair Bamnar- 
rain was wounded, and the sepoys were 
cut to pieces; but most of the English 
fought their way to the city, the enemy 
not daring to resist them, but opening to 
the right and loft to let them pass. And, 
Colonel Calliaud having soon come up 


* Clive’s tatter to Major Cumae, dated '»tli 
May. 
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Jstcii English and 1000 sepoys, 
'a/imtive army commanded by 
hah Alum was completely 
hd compelled once more to retire 
from before Patna. As, however, Meeran 
would not pursue with liis cavalry, and 
os a strong body of Mahratta horse joined 
the other side, the young emperor, instead 
of retiring towards Benares, took the 
route of Moorahedabad, being also joined 
at this time by the erratic M Law and 
his small body of French. But being 
soon pursued, Shah Alum set fire to his 
camp, and fled towards Oude. Encou¬ 
raged by the junction of the naib or sub- 
governor of Purneah, who after many 
mtrign.es threw oi'f the mask and repaired 
to the imperial standard with a consider¬ 
able army, Shah Alum, doubling upon 
those who were pursuing him, got back 
to Patna, which had been left almost 
without troops. Mr. Fullerton, an Eng¬ 
lish surgeon, was the chief manager of 
the defence, and M. Law of the attack. 
Two assaults were repulsed by the gen¬ 
tlemen of the English factory in Patna; 
part of the wall was demolished and the 
rampart was scaled by the French : the 
French were again beaten back; but a 
renewed assault in greater force was ex¬ 
pected, and hope was abandoning the bold 
little garrison, when Captain Knox, who 
had marched from Moorshedabad, in the 
hottest reason of the Bengal year, with 
extraordinary rapidity, appeared in the 
neighbourhood, broke through the cramp 
of the besiegers, aucl drove them from 
their works. 

A few days after Knox, with 200 Eng¬ 
lish, one battalion of sepoys, five fie la- 
pieces, and about 300 horse, crossed the 
river opposite to Patna, and completely 
defeated the naib of Purncnh with his 
12,000 men. The unlucky naib retreated 
with all speed towards the north, but he 
was soon followed by Colonel Calliaud’s 
fresh troops and Meeran’s cavalry, who 
crossed the Ganges, and moved on the 
more rapidly from the belief that he was 
carrying all the treasure of Purneah with 
him. Being overtaken, the naib put the 
treasure and the richer part of the bag¬ 
gage upon camels and elephants, skir¬ 
mished for a short time to give those 
useful animals a start, and then ran after 
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them, leaving his artillery am 
baggage to the pursuers. On 
July, tile fourth day of the pu 
mendous storm necessitated a halt, .and at 
night the tent of Meeran was struck with 
lightning, which killed him and some of 
bis attendants on the spot. After this 
evil omen Meeran’s troops became un¬ 
manageable, and Calliaud was obliged to 
retrace his steps to Patna, where he ar¬ 
rived on the 2Pth of July. He quartered 
the Europeans and the sepoys in English 
pay in and round about that important 
town; but Meuran’s people made the best 
of their way to Moorshedabad, where 
they surrounded the palace and threatened 
the life of Meer Jaffier, in order to obtain 
payment of their arrears. Nearly at the 
same time other bodies of men took up 
arms against the old nabob, whose coffers 
were empty, and whose former friends 
were nearly all alienated from him, partly 
on account of bis poverty and partly be¬ 
cause he bad made several treacherous 
attempts against them ; and the weak old 
man’s misfortunes seemed to be completed 
by the predatory incursions of hordes < l 
Mahrattas, who destroyed even more than 
they plundered. 

07i the other hand Mr. Vansittart, the 
now governor at Calcutta, found the trea¬ 
sury empty, and tin. English iroops and 
sepoys almost mutinous through want of 
pay ; and he was induced to acquiesce in 
all the notions and schemes of Mr. Bol- 
well, who had come to the conclusion 
that Meer Jaffier, by his treachery, 
cruelty, weakness, and extravagance, was 
the caftse of all these evils, and that the 
English, who had made him nabob, ought, 
not less for the good of the natives thau 
for their own benefit, to unmake him 
without mss of time. And in effect on 
the 27th of September (1760), before Mr. 
Vansittart had been two months at Cal¬ 
cutta, a treaty was concluded with Meer 
Cosrim Ali, son-in-law tc M-er Jaffier 
and general of his army, 1 * engaging that 

v When the mutinous troops were threatening 
Meer lafller with instant death, his loving son- 
in-law Meer Cossim Ali advanced some money to 
pay part of their arrears and keep them quiet, but 
not until he had obtained from the nabob the 
command of the army# which Meeran had held, 
and the promt* e of the succession, which Meeran 
death left open. 

It 
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; invested! with fuU power as 
' ruler of Bengal, Baliar, and 
ityupon condition of his making over 
to the company the fruitful provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 
Governor Vansittart, though v. mild, 
formal man, and one that paid homage 
to rules and conventionalities, went in 
person tc Moorshtdabud with the modest 
intention of persuading Meer Jaftier that 
he was unfit and unworthy to he nabob, 
and that he ought at once to resign his 
power into the bands of his more com* 
petent son-in-law. The old nabob stared 
with astonishment and chafed with wrath ; 
but tho quiet, peace-loving governor had 
brought 180 English soldiers, 600 sepoys, 
and four pieces of cannon to second his 
persuasions; his own army had declared 
fo: Meer Cossim; many of his own chiefs 
were seeking his life: and there was no 
help for him. Mr. Hastings had received 
orders to arrange the new government 
with the ministers and functionaries at 
Moorehedabad, and Colonel Caliiaud was 
commanded by Vansittart to surround 
the palace with troops. Hereupon the 
help! ass old man sent out the seals to his 
son-in-law, and offered to resign if the 
English would only be security for his 
life. This was agreed to, and a meeting 
took place between Call'aud and the na¬ 
bob. “ You English,” said Meer Jaffier, 
“ placed me on the tnusnud: you may 
depose me if you please. You have 
thought proper to break your engage¬ 
ments—I would uot break mine. My 
son Meerau forewarned*me of all this. 

1 de3ire you will either send me to Sabut 
Jung (Clive), for he will do me justice, 
©v let me go a pilgrimage to Mecca ; or, 
if not, let me go to Calcutta, for 1 will not 
stay in this place. You will, I suppose, 
let me have my womeu and children; 
therefore let me have budgerows (boats) 
immediately.”* Accordingly the old man, 
with his women and children, was con¬ 
veyed to Calcutta, where alone he could be I 
safe, aud Meer Cessna Ali was proclaimed | 
nabob, with a firing of guns and a beat- | 
mg of drums and tomtoms, and other ce¬ 
remonials that would suit the winding up 

• Letter to Lord Llive from Mr. Lushing*.o, 
who was linguist or interpreter to the tuny, auti 
eve-wituM* uud esr w itneau of wnat passed. 



of a mel o-drama in a phyhousel 
Messrs. Vansittart. and Hoi well, atm the 
other gentlemen of the council, who had 
driven on this revolution, had committed 
a capital mistake in assuming that the 
new nabob would suit their purpose better 
than the old one. Meer Ccssim soon let 
them know that he had a will of his own, 
and that lie had abilities and a kind of 
courage which for Bengal might be cal led 
heroic, but which was accompanied w ith 
cruelty and ferocity. At first, however, 
bis professions of gratitude and depend¬ 
ence, and submission to their wills, were 
all that the council could wish; and hav¬ 
ing procured some money, he paid the ar¬ 
rears due to the English troops at Patna, 
and sent six or seven lacs of rupees to 
Calcutta. 

In the month of January, 1761, Major 
Camac, who had succeeded Colonel Cal¬ 
iiaud in the command of the company’s 
troops in Bahar, advanced from Patna 
against the Emperor Shah Alum, who 
was once more making head in that pro¬ 
vince. Meer Cossim placed some of the 
troops which had belonged to Meeran 
under the orders of Camac, who, being 
also joined by Kamnarrain and his forces, 
gained an easy and complete victory over 
tlie Mogul. In this affair M. Law, who 
had been so long flitting from place to 
place, seated himself cross-legged on one 
of his guns, and in that curious attitude 
surrendered to Major Caruae and Captain 
Knox. The French, his companions, 
tired of the wandering life they had led 
with him, deserted him when the retreat 
began, and followed the emperor, who re- 
tiied towards Delhi, and shortly after sent 
the new nabob Meer Cossim Ali his in¬ 
vestiture as Subahdar or Nabob of Ben¬ 
gal, &c , Meer Cossim agreeing, in con¬ 
sideration of this acknowledgment, to pay 
him an annual tribute of twenty-four lacs 
of rupees. 

At the same time Shah Alum offered 
the English the dawannee, or receiver¬ 
ship, of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, if 
they would send an army into central 
India to secure him in possession of 
Delhi and of a throne that was tottering 
as it had been for venerations. The pro¬ 
ject was entertained by the council at Cal¬ 
cutta, but they bad been obliged to send 
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,1 of the money they had re- 
m the new nabob to Madras, 
/that presidency to prosecute the 
—— Pondicherry, not yet brought to 
a close. Meer Cossim was incessantly 
called upon for more money; but he had 
given in presents to the governor and 
council for his elevation upwards of 
200,000/.* In ceding to the company the 
countries of Burdwan, Midnapore, and 
Chittagong, he. had given away a third 
part of his revenues ; the company’s ser¬ 
vants of all sorts, by the abuse they made 
of the dustucks or permits, exempting 
goods from the payment of duty, stopped 
another source of revenue; and he was 
soon as poor as his predecessor. Casting 
about him for some great prey, his greedy 
eye fell upon Ramnarrain, the celebrated 
governor of Patna, whose treasury and 
life had been aimed at by Meer Jaffier, 
but preserved and declared sacred by 
Clive. Mr. Vansittait, being warned of 
Meer Cossim’s designs, at first instructed 
Major Carnae to afford every protection 
to Ramnarrain, who had received so 
many pledges from the English, and who 
had recently rendered them such valuable 
services in repelling the attacks of the 
Mogul. But it appeared to be the fate of 
Mr. /ansittart never to persevere in any 
one line of conduct, good or bad, honour¬ 
able or dishonourable: he listened to the 
suggestions and promises of Meer Cossim, 
he took great offence at the free and spi¬ 
rited language of Major Carnae, and he 
sent Colonel Coote, now returned from 
the conquest of Pondicherry, to supersede 
the Major at Patna. But Coote had as 
high a sense of honour as Carnae, and, 
upon seeing what w as expected from him, 
he refused either to be an active agent in, 
or a passive spectator of, the betrayal and 
min of the Hindu governor. Vansittart 

* The following ia a list of the presents ac- 

til liuvo Vioan innaiuA.1 . 


Mr. Vansittart 
Mr. Sumner 
Mr. Hoi well 
Mr. M'Ooire 
Mr Smith 
Major Yiirke . 
General Calliftud 
Mr.W. M'Guire 



Rupee*. 

£. 

. 500,000 

. 58,333 

. 2*10,000 

. 28,000 

. 270,000 

. 30,937 

. 180,000 

. 20,625 

. 134,000 

. 15,354 

. 134,000 

. 15,354 

. 200,000 

. 22,9:6 

. 75,000 

. 8,750 


£800,000 


and the council then recalled Co.. 
Ramnarrain was left to the iuerej)^ wr- 
new nabob, who pretended that he merely 
meant to call him to account for the re¬ 
ceipts of his government, and get from 
him arrears which neither he nor his 
father-in-law had ever been able to ob¬ 
tain. Ramnarrain was thrown into pri¬ 
son, his house was broken open and plun¬ 
dered, his friends and servants were tor¬ 
tured in order to make them confess 
where lay his hidden treasures—-for the 
money actually found was a mole-hill in¬ 
stead of a mountain. The disappointed 
tyrant, fearing the indignation of the 
English, did not put his prisoner to death 
immediately; but two years later, when 
he had drawn the sword against those 
who liad made him nabob, he murdered 
Ramnarrain, together with several other 
chiefs, both Mussulmans and Hindus.* 

The immediate consequence of this base 
abandonment of Ramnarrain was the ces¬ 
sation of all friendly correspondence be¬ 
tween the English and the native nobility, 
who could no longer repose confidence in 
the government of Calcutta. Both Hin¬ 
dus and Mussulmans, thinking it wiser to 
conciliate the new nabob than trust to the 
foreigners, made offers of their money 
and their services, and Meer Cossim, en¬ 
couraged by their adhesion and by the 
general and increasing unpopularity of 
the company, flattered himself that he. 
might soon be in a position to defy the 
English authority. He began by com¬ 
plaining and protesting against the abuses 
made of the dustucks or permits, by which 
he was deprived of his revenue, and, soon 
proceeding from words to deeds, he 
stopped goods protected by the dustucks, 
and he even stopped and searched l>oate 
going up the Ganges, not meiely with the 
dustucks, but also with the company’s flag. 

In nearly every instance he found salt, or 
betel, or tobacco, or some other of the 
articles prohibited or reserved to the 
nabob in the treaty; and in many in¬ 
stances he ascertained that the servants 
of the company had sold the dies tucks to 
natives—to his own subjects, who bud no 
right to them. Frequent acts of violence 

* Vansit art’* Narrative.—Reports of the Com¬ 
mittee.— Scott, Hitt, of Bengal_Mill, Hitt. Brit. 

Ind.-^-SU John Malcolm, Life of Clive 
H 2 
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pi&J. these measures, for the Eng- 
“jae natives in their service or 
Cr .t.mui’ protection, would not easily 
jmPto any search, and it was not in 
the nature of men like the officers and 
troops of the nabob to exercise the right 
of search with gentleness and moderation. 
To remedy these evils Mr. Vansittart ne¬ 
gotiated a new treaty, which, while leav¬ 
ing some advantages to the servants of 
the company, made a surrender of others. 
But this inept governor had not the fa¬ 
culty of enforcing obedience ou the wilful, 
rapacious crew at Calcutta and the other 
English factories, and Meer Cossim had 
neither the power nor the will to make 
the treaty be observed on his side. “ In 
truth/’ says a dispassionate observer, “ it 
soon became a personal quarrel. Meer 
Cossim, in the orders issued to his officers, 
distinguished between the trade of his 
friends and of those who opposed him, 
treating individuals with indecent re- 
proaeh”* By a change made by.the 
court of directors in the supreme council 
at Calcutta, Vansittart was left in a mi¬ 
nority, and his intentions, even when they 
happened to be wise and good, were fre¬ 
quently defeated. The vacillation and 
infirmity of purpose that arose out of 
these circumstances led the nabob to de¬ 
spise what, he and all Bengal had feared. 
Throwing down the pen, and writing no 
more letters of complaint, he called the 
boldest of his officers round him, seized 
two of the company’s boats that were pro- 
eecditig to Patna with arms, and made 
preparations for getting Patna into his 
own hands, and destroying the English 
detachment stationed there. Apprised of 
this latter intention, the majority of the 
council—it is difficult to apportion the 
blame—remitted orders to Mr. Ellis, the 
chief at Patna, to anticipate the nabob's 
design by seizing upon the citadel, if he 
should think proper or see reason to be¬ 
lieve that the reports concerning the na¬ 
bob were true. Knowing that Mr. Ellis 
hated the new nabob, and that he was a 
violent and inconsiderate man, Governor 
Vansittart, Mr. Warren Hastings, and 
Mr. Smyth had voted against giving him 
such discretionary power. But they were 

* Vprflsf, View of the English Government in . 
hengal. 


overruled by the majority ; an\B^i®io 
sooner got the order than he actedJ ijpn j 
it by surprising and taking the citadel :>i 
Patna by night on the 24 th of June, 1763.* 
On receiving the news of this event Meer 
Cossim’s rage knew no bounds. Exclaim¬ 
ing ugaiust the treachery of the English, 
he murdered Mr. Amyatt, who had for¬ 
med v been chief at Patna, he murdered 
two Hindu bankers supposed to be at¬ 
tached to the English interests, threw 
forward a great army to Patna, drove the 
English from the town to their factory 
outside of it, and from the factory to their 
boats. These English troops, who had 
behaved as disgracefully as the supreme 
council at Calcutta had behaved unwisely, 
fled up the Ganges to Chujprah, where 
they were surrounded, deprived of pro¬ 
visions, and reduced to lay down their 
arms. They were sent prisoners to Mon- 
gliir, whe re they found for their com¬ 
panions their countrymen from Cossirn- 
huzar, which factory had been attacked 
and plundered by the nabob. 

In the mean time the supreme council 
at Calcutta had entered into new arrange¬ 
ments with Meer Jaffier, and had deter¬ 
mined, as the best mode cf checking the 
career of his son-in-law, to let him loose 
upon him, and set him again upon the 
musnud from which they had so recently 
pulled him down. The old nabob, passive 
as a nine-pin, confirmed the grants of 
territory made by Meer Cossim, granted 
an exemption to the company’s servants 
from all search, and from all duties ex¬ 
cept upon salt, and engaged to pay to the 
company thirty' lacs of rupees lor the ex¬ 
penses of this new war against his son-in- 

* Previously to this decisive step blood liml 
been shed in the neighbourhood of Patna. Mr. 
Ellis, perceiving that desertion was becoming un¬ 
usually prevalent among the English sepoys at 
Pulna, attributed the cause of it, aud we presume 
cor/ectly, to Meer Cossim, whose people occa¬ 
sionally defended the deserters by force of arms. 
Some of the fugitive sepoy3 took refuge in the 
fort of Monghir. Ellis sent a body of troops 
whh orders to search the place. The nabob’s 
e.iTicorin command refused to gi\e admission to 
the pnrtv, alleging that Monghir was not ouly 
one of the nabob's fortresses*, but a royal rest 
deuce that could not be searched. Ellis, in a fury, 
ordered the English officer to hold his ground 
w ithin a mile aud a half of the place.— Memoirs 
of the Life of the Right lion. Warren Hastings, by 
the Rev. O. Jx. Gleig. 
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> maintain at his own charge an 
24,000 men, horse nnd foot. 
d»g issued his mandates to the chiefs 
and to the cities of the three vast pro¬ 
vinces, as rightful and indisputable nabob, 
he joined the English, who were now 
taking the and advancing upon Moor- 
shedabad. Meer Cossim sent three of his 
generals to meet tliem on their march, 
and an encounter took place on the 19th 
of July. The three native generals were 
completely routed; but they made head 
again near Geriali, whither Meer Cossim 
sent, the greater part of his remaining 
troops to join them. Among these large 
reinforcements was n. regiment of sepoys, 
disciplined in the European manner, and 
commanded by an European adventurer, 
whose real name is lost in his Indian de¬ 
signation of Sumroo, and whose real 
country is unknown, though he is gene¬ 
rally called a German, and is known to 
have firs; gone'to India as a sergeant in 
the French army.* On the 24th the 
English dispersed some detachments, and 
took possession of Moorshedabad without 
opposition; and on the 2nd of August they 
gave battle in the plain of Geriah. Their 
force amounted to about 750 Europeans, 
1500 sepoys, and some squadrons of native 
cavalry. The number of Meer Cossim's 
arm) was as ten to one; it was supported 
by an immense train of artillery; the 
sepoys under Sumroo were perfectly well 
trained, and most oi the other corps were 
better disciplined and appointed than any 
native troops the English had yet encoun¬ 
tered. Thus the battle was maintained 
for nearly four hours, and some daring 
aid almost successful movements wore 
made under the eye of Sumroo. But at 
last the nabob’s army was thoroughly de¬ 
feated and driven oil’ the plain, with the 
loss of all their cannon and of 150 boats 
that lay close by in the Ganges laden with 
provisions. They lied to an entrenched 
camp which Meer Cossim had formed on 
the Oodwa. That nabob, after executing 
some of the chiefs who were in the English 
interest, and sending his family and treat 


* Sir John Malcolm says that he was toM by a 
well-informed friend that lie was not a German, 
hut a Frenchman or Swiss, of the nanio of 
iSomire, which, perhaps, had been his nom dc 
guerre when in the French service. 


sure to a strong fort, left Mongbir^njj_ 

son with the avowed intention of throw¬ 
ing himself into the camp at Oodwa; but 
when he came near that scene of danger 
he halted, wavered, and turned back. A et. 
so strong was the position at Oodwa that 
it detained the English for three whole 
weeks. At length, however, on the 5tli 
of September, the camp was carried after 
some hard fighting, and the whole army 
of the nabob was scattered. Murdering 
one or two more chiefs, Meer Cossim fled 
towards Patna, and was followed by such 
portions of his disheartened troops as still 
kept together. The English advanced and 
laid siege to Monghir, which had been 
carefully fortified, and which was de¬ 
fended by 2000 sepoys disciplined by 
Sumroo. After nine days of open trenches 
the garrison, early in October,surrendered. 
Meer Cossim, who had made Monghir 
his capital, in preference to Moorsheda¬ 
bad, the old residence of the nabobs or 
subahdars of Bengal, who had expended 
large sums iu fortifying it, and who had 
entertained the hope that it could repulse 
the English army, was thrown into a pa¬ 
roxysm of rage by the news of the sur¬ 
render, and his fury vented itself in 
ordering the execution of all the English 
who had been taken at Patna, with Mr. 
Ellis the chief. The European adventurer 
Sumroo undertook the execution, and 
directed the massacre of 150 Englishmen ; 
every soldier and every servant of the 
company being brutally murdered, with, 
the single exception of Air. Fullerton, the 
surgeon. After this bloody deed Meer 
Cossim abandoned Patna to the care of 
one of his chiefs, and retreated towards 
the Carairmassa. The British army took 
Patna by storm on the fith of November, 
and then continued their march to the 
Caramnassa, which they reached early in 
December, but too late to catch the flying 
nabob, who had crossed that river some 
days before, and had gone with Sumroo 
to seek the protection of the nabob of 
Oudo. Soujali Dow la, the powerful ruler 
of Oude, and recently appointed vizier to 
the young emperor, was at Allahabad, and 
Shah Alum was with him. He had pre¬ 
viously concluded a treaty with the ejected 
nabob, aud, pretending to be earnest for 
his restoration, he marched his army to 
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encamped not many miles 
nglish. He -was still accom- 
^the young Mogul, who had 
ops under his orders, and, ns a 
consideiable portion of, the troops trained 
by Sumroo had followed that adventurer, 
tlie entire force collected was imposing. 

At this critical moment an alarming 
mutiny broke out in the English camp, 
many of die sepoys deserted to the enemy, 
and whole companies of Europeans, 
chiefly French or Germans, and Swiss 
who had been formerly in the French 
service, marched off for Benares with 
their arms and accoutrements. Major 
Carnac, who now arrived to take the com¬ 
mand, thought it prudent to retreat to 
Patna, for provisions had grown scarce 
and the mutinous spirit still continued. 
The major was soon followed by Soujah 
Dowla, Meer Cossim, and Shah Alum. 
He encamped under the walls of Patna, 
and was there attacked, ou the 3rd of 
May, 1764, by an overwhelming force, 
foremost in which Avas the devil Sumroo, 
with the best of the disciplined infantry. 
But the spirit of disaffection and mutiny 
had vanished at the sight of the enemy; 
the sepoys in English pay rivalled in 
bravery and steadiness the native English 
troops; attack after attack was repulsed : 
and the battle, which began :<t noon, was 
ended at sunset by the defeat, and rout of 
the assailants, whose loss had been tre¬ 
mendous. Almost immediately after tins 
reverse the nabob of Oude opened a cor¬ 
respondence with Meer Jaffier, the re¬ 
stored nabob, and offered to support him 
in Bengal and Orissa, if he would only 
cede to Oude the whole country of Bahar; 
and nearly at the same time the Emperor 
Shah Alum sent a private message to 
Major Carnac, offering to abandon lioth 
the nabob of Oude r.ad Meer Cossim for 
Euglish protection and alliance. These 
negotiations, however, came to nothing 
for the present, and the two nabobs and 
the emperor retreuted together from Ba¬ 
har into Oude. 

In the month of May, 1764, Major 
Hector Monro reached Patna with a 
considerable reinforcement of British 
troops, and assumed the command of the 
whole army. To put a stop to the mutiny 
of the sepoys, whom he found clamouring 



I for higher pay, Monro blew tAv^ 

of their ringleaders from the __ 

his cannon. This extreme measure was 
attended ivith complete success: there 
was no more mutiny from that day for¬ 
ward.* As soon us the rainy season drew 
to its close Monro led his reformed army 
against the enemy, and on the 22d of 
October, having crossed the Sona, he gave 
them a defeat which entirely broke the 
power of the nabob of Oude, the only 
Mogul prince that the English had to 
fear. One hundred and thirty pieces of 
artillery were left on the field by Soujah 
Oowla, who, cursing his allies, fled to¬ 
wards LucknoAv. Shah Alum immedi¬ 
ately repeated to Major Monro the over¬ 
tures he had before made to Major Car¬ 
nac, complaining that Soujah Dowla 
treated him more like a state prisoner 
than an emperor. Monro wrote to the 
presidency at Calcutta for instructions, 
and he was soon afterwards authorized to 
treat with Shah Alum, Avho, in the mean¬ 
while, with such troops as adhered to 
him, kept close to the English army. 
When Monro arrived aCthe city of Be¬ 
nares, Soujah Dowla sent to offer him 
twenty-five lacs of rupees for tht com¬ 
pany, twenty-five lacs for his army, and 
eight lacs for himself, if he would consent 
to a peace and quit the country of Oude ; 
but the major refused to treat unless the 
nabob previously delivered to the English 
Meer Cossim and Sumroo. Soujah Dowla, 
Avho had already quarrelled with the ex- 
nabob and seized die treasure he had 
Avith him, urged that he could not be 
guilty of a breach of the sacred laws of 
hospitality, but that he would undertake 
to induce Meer Cossim to abandon all 
thoughts of sovereignty and flee to a dis¬ 
tant country, where he could give no 
Umbrage to the company or to Meer 
Jaffier. As lor the European Sumroo, he 
was not so scrupulous, proposing to invite 
him to a feast, and there have him mur¬ 
dered in the presence of any Euglish gen- 


• The twenty-four victims were selected out of 
.* whole battaliou of sepoys, who, after threaten 
ing the lives of their European officers, were 
marching of/ by night to join the enemy. Tliev 
were tried by a field court martial composed of 
their own ,*laek officers, who found them guilty 
of mutiny and desertion. 
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TI1E BATTLE OF CORAH. 


onro might choose to Bend- to 
punishment. These proposals 
^^ww^rmt relished in the English camp, 
'ancfthe negotiation with the nabob of 
Glide was broken off. The treaty with 
tlic emperor was then hurried to a close, 
Shah Alum, as Mogul and lord of the 
whole, granting to the English the country 
of Gazzipore, -with all the rest of the ter¬ 
ritory of Bulwant Sing, the Zemindar of 
Benares, and the English agreeing to put 
Shah Alum in possession of the city of 
Allahabad and the remainder of the do 
minions of Soujah Dowla. As a last and 
perilous expedient, thenalvib of On.de, who 
was thus to be deprived of all his domi¬ 
nions, marie application to Ghazee-u-Deen, 
vizier and murderer of tie- late emperor, 
Shah Alum’s father; and this chief of 
Mahratta race, being joined by Mulhar- 
Row-Holkar, descended into Oude with a 
great army of Mahratta hors<. With i 
these allies Soujah Dowla once more tried j 
his foi tune against the English, who had | 
taken possession of Lucknow, the capital ; 
of Oude, and of Allahabad, the strongest 
fortress of the country. On the 3rd of 
May, 1765, a battle was fought near Co¬ 
rah, the English being again under the 
command of Major Carnac (now General 
Carnac). The Mahrattas were quickly 
dispersed by the English artillery, and 
the whole of the confederate army was 
broken arid driven across the river 
Jumna. 

In the mean time Meer Jaffier had again 
vacated the musnud, and this time for 
good, tor it was death, ana not the .su¬ 
preme council at Calcutta, that had re¬ 
moved hitr. The council had recalled 
him from the army to Calcutta in order 
to obtain mouey from him. Having no 
longer any money to give, and being ha¬ 
rassed and fretted into a fever by impor¬ 
tunities and menaces, he was allowed 
to repair to Moorshedabad, where he 
breathed his lest in January. 17G5, about 
four months before General Carnac’s 
great victory. Moreover, on the very 
day of that victory, Clive had arrived at 
Calcutta vrith powers to set right all that 
had been clone wrong during his absence. 
Before mentioning his bold proceedings 
in cc t.neil, we may relate the conclusion 
of the operations in Oude; a conclusion 



which was not come to without his 
vention A few days after his deli 
Corah, Soujah Dowla, having announced 
his intention of throwing himself upon 
the mercy and magnanimity of the Eng¬ 
lish, repaired to the camp of General 
Carnac. who received him with much 
distinction. The nabob assured the ge¬ 
neral that Meer Cossim had fled into Ro- 
hilcuud, and that Sumroo had escaped to 
the far-off regions on the Indus. Carnac 
readily agreed with him that the com¬ 
pany could not safely or profitably occupy 
the extensive dominions of Ouder that 
he was more capable of defending those 
territories than Shah Alurn, to whom 
they had been promised by the recent 
treaty; and that in his hands they might 
he made a barrier against the Mahratta* 
and Afghans. Is toon as he heard of 
all these events, which was almost as 
soon as be arrived at Calcutta, Clive set 
oft for Allahabad to take the negotiations 
into his own management, and to con¬ 
clude a settlement with Soujah Dowla and 
the emperor, with or without the aid of 
General Carnac.* His lordship, how¬ 
ever, fouud important business to settle 
at Moorshedabad, where affairs had fallen 
into a chaos of confttsion; and it was not 
till the end of July that he reached the 
English camp at Allahabad, which then 
contained the persons both of the Mogul 
of Delhi and the Nabob of Oude. The 
new treaty was then taken up with ear¬ 
nestness, the old one with the emperor— 
if we can call old what hail been made 
only a few months before- being torn up 
as waste paper; and it wa« agreed that 
Shah Alum must rest satisfied with the 
possession of Allahabad, Corah, and the 
Douab, and that all the rest of Oude 
should be restored to Soujah Dowla, who 
was to continue vizier to the emperor, 
and never on any account to employ or 
give shelter to Meer Cossim or Sumroo. 
Soujah Dowla engaged to oppose the Mah¬ 
rattas and defend the frontiers of Bengal, 
and the English bound themselves to 
afford him assistance in case of invasion. 
Shah Alum, in right of the imperial au¬ 
thority, which would have been nothing 
without the presence of the armies of the 


• Mill.—Sir John Malcolm. # 











English the de- 
cf the revenues, 
and Orissa, in return 
was to receive, in addition 
to the revenues of Allahabad, Corah, 
and the Donah, twenty-six lacs of rupees 
per annum. Along with this dewannee 


— which, in fact, constituted 
puny masters and sovereigns of 
and rich regions named in the 
the young emperor confirmed the right, 
of the company to all the territory 
which they possessed in any other part 
of India. 






CHAPTER X. 


MOHAMMED MEZA KHAN AND NUNCOMAII. 


On the death of Meer Jaffier the supreme 
council at Calcutta, after some delibera¬ 
tion, had conferred the nominal sove¬ 
reignty of Bengal on his surviving son, 
Nujeem-ul-Dowlah, a spiritless incompe¬ 
tent youth, who agreed that the Euglish 
should hike the military defence of the 
country into their own hands, and appoint 
a naib suhah, or sub-nabob, who was to 
manage the revenues and all other mat¬ 
ters of government. The council ap¬ 
pointed Mohammed Reza Khan, a Mus¬ 
sulman. an honest and honourable man, 
to this post of naib, but the new nabob 
was desirous that the place should be 
filled by Nancomar, one of the very 
worst of the Hindu chiefs, who had alter¬ 
nately served and betrayed the English 
and the late nabob Meer Jaffier ; and as 
Mohammed Reza Khan was kept in his 
high office, Nujeem-ul-Dowlah timidly 
expressed his dissatisfaction. But Clive, 
ou his arrival, came to the conclusion 
that Nujeem was no more fit to be nabob 
than N uneomar was to be naib, and the 
young man was soon compelled 10 retire 
from all business on a pension of thirty- 
two lacs of rupees. The dictator in In¬ 
dia — for, such Clive now was—disap¬ 
proved in the strongest manner of the 
first revolution effected by the company 
in deposing Meer Jaffier, the nabob of his 
own making, and he considered that the 
violence and rashness ;>f the majority of 
the council, and the excessive licence 
allowed to the servants of the company, 
and to the still more insolent arid rapa¬ 
cious native agents of those servants, had 
precipitated the revolution against Meer 
Cossim, who, in Clive’s opinion, having 
once been elevated to the rausnud, and 
made to pay for that elevation, ought to 
have been maintained upon it, and kept 
in the right way by a mixture of conci¬ 
liatory and restrictive measures. He had 


no confidence pu the steadiness or good 
faith of any of these native chiefs or 
princes; but he conceived that it vras 
possible to manage them, and monstrous 
in the English to be always making and 
breaking bargains with them, and keep¬ 
ing the country in a continual state of 
uncertainty, revolution, and change. Be¬ 
fore his departure from England he as¬ 
sured the Court of Directors that the 
English, by this kind of conduct, had lost 
all the confidence of the natives. “ To 
restore this,” he added, “ ought to be our 
principal object; and the best means 
will, in my opinion, be by establishing a 
moderation in the advantages which may 
be reserved for the company, or allotted 
to individuals in their service. . . . Dur¬ 
ing Mr. Vansittart’s government all your 
servants thought themselves entitled to 
take large shares in the monopolies of 
salt, betel, and tobacco (reserved by treaty 
to the nabob), the three articles, next to 
grain, of greatest consumption in this 
empire. The odium of seeing snch mo¬ 
nopolies in the hands of foreigners ne«*d 
not be insisted on; but this is not the 
only inconvenience; it is productive of 
another, equally, if not more prejudicial 
to the company’s interests; it enables 
many of your servants to obtain, very 
suddenly, fortunes greater than those 
which in former times were thought a 
sufficient reward for a long continuance 
in your sendee. Hence these gentlemen, 
thus suddenly enriched, think of nothing 
but of returning to enjoy their fortunes 
in England, and leave y6ur affairs in the 
hands of young men, whose sanguine ex¬ 
pectations are inflamed by the examples 
of those who have just left them.” These 
servants of the company looked to the 
India House as a kind of lottery-office, 
and their impatience was disappointed if 
they were not enabled to make a fortune 
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three years. With the most 
;ed notions of the resources of 
'They seem to have considered all 
is fair and justifiable that tended, 
to turn the stream of gold into their own 
pockets. We believe that there is no ex¬ 
aggeration in the eloquent warmth of the 
following passage:—“ The immense popu¬ 
lation of his (the nabob’s) dominions was 
given up as a prey to those who had made 
him a sovereign, aud who could unmake 
him. The servants of the company ob¬ 
tained—not for their employers, but for 
themselves—a monopoly of almost the 
whole internal trade. They forced the 
natives to buy dear and sell cheap. They 
insulted with perfect impunity the tribu¬ 
nals, the police, and the fiscal authorities 
of the country. They covered with their 
protection a set of native dependents, who 
ranged through the provinces spreading 
desolation and terror wherever they ap¬ 
peared. Every servant of a British factor 
was armed with all the power of his 
master, and his master was armed with 
all the power of the company. Enormous 
fortunes were thus rapidly accumulated at 
Calcutta, while thirty millions of human 
beings were reduced to the last extremity 
of wretchedness. They had been accus¬ 
tomed to live under tyranny, but never 
under ty ranny like this. They found the 
little finger of the company thicker than 
the loins of Suraj-u-Dowlah. Under their 
old musters they had at least one resource: 
when the evil became insupportable they 
rose aud pulled down the government. 
But the English government was not to 
be so shaken off. That government, op¬ 
pressive as the most oppressive form of 
barbarian despotism, was strong with aft 
the strength of civilization. It resembled 
the government of evil genii, rather than 
the government of human tyrants. Even 
despair could not inspire the soft Bengalee 
with courage to confront men of the Eng¬ 
lish breed — the hereditary nobility of 
mankind—whose skill and valour had so 
often triumphed in spite of tenfold odds. 
The unhappy race never attempted re¬ 
sistance. Sometimes they submitted in 
patient misery. Sometimes they fled from 
the white man, as their fathers had been 
used to fly from the Mahratta; and the 
palanquin of the English traveller was 



often carried through silent villagfc»^i| 
towns, which the report of his app 
had made desolate.”* Clive had come out 
to put an end to this state of tilings; but the 
task he had undertaken was not an easy 
one. Most of the members of the council 
had been partakers in the spoils anu profits 
of the system; many of the servants who 
had been most oppressive and rapacious 
were strong in their patronage at Leaden- 
hall-street—were brothers, sons, cousins, 
nephews, or otherwise near connections of 
great shareholders aud potent directors. 
Moreover, nearly every European in the 
country looked to India as an estate in 
usu fructn , which they were to make the 
most of for themselves, without carinz 
for those that might come after them, anu 
without any regard to the lasting advan¬ 
tages of the company or of the mother 
country. 

It has been well said that this was a 
battle harder than that of Piassey, the 
whole settlement being set as one man 
against Clive and his proposed reforms. 
At first the more powerful of the raven¬ 
ous wolves threatened and protested, and 
quoted Clive’s large fortune as a justifica¬ 
tion of their own. Several, confident in 
their patronage at home, refused to act 
w ith or under him ; upon which he de¬ 
clared that, if he could not find support 
at Calcutta, he would procure it else¬ 
where; and he actually sent for some 
civil servants from Madras, and turned 
the refractory out of their offices. Then 
recourse was had to the gentler ways of 
flattery and entreaty, arguments, persua¬ 
sions, and prayers; hut they would have 
been as hopefully and as profitably em¬ 
ployed in bidding the monsoons to forget 
to blow at their fixed seasons, or in com¬ 
manding the Ganges to roll back its waters 
from its many mouths on the ocean to its 
sources among the eternal snows of the 
Himalaya mountains. Nothing could turn 
Clive from his purpose. He put down 
the private trade and dangerous privileges 
of the company’s servants; and he rigidly 
prohibited the extorting or receiving pre¬ 
sents from the natives. But he also adopted 
measures which might give the servants 
of the company a proper maintenance and 

* T. Macaulay, Edin. Ue^. 









CLIVE AGAIN IN INDIA, AND AS A REFORMER. 


fie of acquiring fortunes by 
/ and perseverance. Hitherto 
these servants was miserably 

—-iv, indeed, that the salary of a 

member of the council of Calcutta was 
only 300/. a-year. “ Yet it was notorious,” 
says the eloquent writer we have just 
quoted, “ that such a functionary could 
hardly live in India for less than ten times 
that sum; and it could not be expected 
that he would be content to live even hand ¬ 
somely in India without laying up some¬ 
thing against the time of his return to 
England. This system, before the con¬ 
quest of Bengal, might affect the amount 
of the dividends payable to the proprietors, 
but could do little harm in any other 
way. But the company was now a ruling 
body. Its servants might still be called 
factors, junior merchants, senior mer¬ 
chants ;—but they were, in truth, procon¬ 
suls, proprietors, procurators of extensive 
regions. They had immense power. Their 
regular pivj was universally admitted to 
be insufficient. They were, by the ancient 
usage of the service, and by the implied 
permission of their employers, warranted 
in enriching themselves by indirect rneaus; 
and this had been the origin of the fright¬ 
ful oppression and corruption which had 
desolated Bengal. Clive saw clearly that 
it was absurd to give men power, and to 
expect that they would be content to live 
in penury. He justly concluded that no 
reform could be effectual which should 
not be coupled with a plan for liberally 
remunerating the civil servants of the 
company.” The directors, he knew, would 
not sanction any increase of salaries out 
of their own treasury, and he had to look 
only to some disposable* revenue on the 
spot. The monopoly of salt, which had 
been for ages a principal head of Indian 
revenue, and winch was now, by the last 
arrangements, pensioning off the young 
nabob, in the hands of the company, 
seemed to him the readiest and best 
source; and he accordingly appropriated 
it to the proper pay and support of the 
servants of all kinds, carefully dividing 
the proceeds according to a scale. His 
conduct in this particular was misrepre¬ 
sented at the time, and was afterwards 
placed foremost in the list of his offences 
—a list drawn up by implacable men, 



who, for very obvious reasons, wn 
passed over without censure or <! 
several of his deeds that were most open 
to obloquy. The measure, however, has 
been defended as wise and just by many 
recent writers, mid by none more earnestly 
than by Mr. T. Macaulay. “The mo¬ 
nopoly of salt,” says that gentleman, “ had 
been a source of revenue to the govern¬ 
ments of India before Clive was bom; it 
continued to be so long after his death. 
The civil servants were clearly entitled 
to a maintenance out of the revenue, and 
all that Clive did was to charge a par¬ 
ticular portion of the revenue with their 
maintenance. He thus, while he put an 
end to the practices by which gigantic 
fortunes had been rapidly accumulated, 
gave to every British functionary em¬ 
ployed in the East the means ot slowly 
but surely acquiring a competence”* 
But, after settling with the civil servants, 
Clive had to struggle with the bolder 
men who held the power of the sword, 


and to encounter — what is always difficult 
to bear— the ill will and reproaches of 
old companions in anus. The directors 
had ordered him to make sundry retrench¬ 
ments; and Clive himself felt the neces¬ 
sity of doing away with or limiting the 
practice of* giving additional pay, or, as it 
was called, “double batta”—a practice 
hrst introduced after the battle of Plassey 
by the nabob Meer Jaffier, who, accord¬ 
ing to treaty, w as to pay the expenses of 
the war. Clive at that time warned the 
army that this “ double batta ” was to be 
considered as an extraordinary indulgence 
on the part of the nabob, and not as a 
regular emolument to be paid by the 
company every time they took the'field. 
Since then the court of directors had is¬ 
sued the most positive orders that “ double 
batta” should be abolished; but Vansit- 
tart and his council bad listened to the 
remonstrances of the army, and had not 
ventured to carry these orders into ex¬ 
ecution. 

On the 1st of January, 17G6, Clive and 
the select committee issued an order that 


* *' Seventy years ago.” says this writer, in 
another part of the .same brilliant article, " much 
less nymey mas brought home from the £ast than m 
our time; but it was divided among .a very much 
smaller number of persons.” 
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jittaJ” to the European officers— 
iis/that now cluimed it—should 
C^e,«^oq)t at Allahabad, where the 
troopiTwere considered as being actually 
in the field; and generally the troops in 
Bengal were put upon the same footing 
as the ^troops on the Coromaudel coast, 
by w hom no “ batta” was drawn, except 
when actually inarching or serving in the 
field. The officers remonstrated: Clive 
quoted to them the positive and peremp¬ 
tory orders of the company; and on the 
appointed day the reduction took place. 
Forthwith two hundred English officers, 
who had expected the blow some time 
before, engaged in a confederacy or con¬ 
spiracy, binding themselves by an oath to 
secrecy, and to preserve, at the hazard of 
their own lives, the life of any comrade 
that might be condemned by a court-mar¬ 
tial. Thinking that they should thereby 
evade the charge of mutiny, they refused 
their usual pay. Each officer confederating 
bound himself in a bond of GOO/. to throw 
up his commission, and never accept it 
again unless “double batta’’ were restored* 
On the day appointed all these officers, 
who are said to have been supported and 
encouraged underhand by several of the 
civilians at Calcutta, resigned, apparently 
in full confidence that Clive would be 
frightened out of his resolution, as at that 
very moment the country was threatened 
with a new invasion by a Mahratta army. 
But they mistook the force of Clive’s 
character. Stern and unmoved, lie wrote 
to the council:—“ Such a spirit must, at 
ail hazards, be suppressed at the birth 
and he desired them to write to Madras, 
in order that every officer and cadet that 
could be spared from that presidency 
should be held in readiness to embark 
for Bengal at the shortest notice. Fur¬ 
ther, he desired them to acquaint the 
presidency of Fort St. George with the 
mutiny and with the approach of the 
Mahrattas; and he concluded by stating 
that the committee at Calcutta must adopt 
the absolute determination that no officer 
now resigning should ever again hold 
any place or station in the company’s ser¬ 
vice. He had still a few officers ne.tr his 
person on whom he could rely, and, having 
very good reason to know that a young 
writer or clerk might soon be turned into 



a good soldier, he gave commit 
several young men in the mercam 
vice. When informed by one of his 
colonels commanding at Monghir that, the 
sum of 10,000/. was said to be subscribed 
for the mutinous officers by gentlemen at 
Calcutta in the civil service, he requested 
the council to hike immediate steps for 
discovering and punishing the civilians 
who were thus encouraging the most 
dangerous of mutinies; and he sent orders 
to Monghir to arrest a number of the 
offic ers till a court-martial of field-officers 
could be summoned. “ The ringleaders 
of this affair,” said he, “ must suffer the 
severest punishment that military law can 
inflict, else there is an end of discipline 
in the army, and of authority in the East 
India Company.” He was veil backed 
by General Carnac, Colonel Smith, Sir 
Robert Barker, Mr. Robertson, the field- 
adjutant, and other superior officers; he 
knew that the common English soldiers 
were steady, and that the sepoys would 
stand by him in any extremity. Having 
sent forward such trustworthy officers as 
he had been able to collect at a short 
notice, he quitted Moorshcdnbad, where 
he had been arranging matters of trade 
and finance, and advanced fearlessly and 
with a small escort to Monghir, declaring 
that he must see the soldiers’ bayonets 
levelled at his throat before lie could give 
way an inch. 

In the mean time the council had re¬ 
solved that all resignations tendered 
should be accepted, and the officers ten¬ 
dering them immediately sent down to 
Calcutta. 1 ' The officers who had been 
send forward, on their arrival at Monghir, 
told those who wore in the confederacy 
that Clive was coming, determined not to 
yield to them, reminded them of their in¬ 
gratitude towards a person who had re¬ 
cently given up 70,000/. to form a fund 
for their invalids and widows, and made 
use of other arguments likely to lead 
them back to a sense of their duty; but 

* “ On applying to the free merchants,” says 
Sir John Malcolm, ** to come forward and do 
duty as officers on the ph’sent emergency, two 
only would accept commissions, which confirmed 
the suspicion that the greater part of them ap¬ 
proved the conduct of the officers, even if they 
had not entered into a subscription to support 

the combination.” 
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yer/'was that they had gone too 
Xr Immediately on his own 
ve addressed the soldiers, ex- 
platmrqfthe crime of their officers, men¬ 
tioned his own donation to the European 
part of the army, and ordered double pay 
to be issued to the sepoys for two months 
—regretting that he should be obliged to 
place that confidence in the black troops 
which he had, before the recent conduct 
of their officers, reposed in the English. 
To the sepoys he committed the care of 
escorting a number of the conspirators to 
Fort William. In a short time the ring¬ 
leaders were all arrested, tried, and 
cashiered; but, as some legal doubts were 
entertained as to the powers granted by 
the Mutiny Act for the company’s ser¬ 
vice, not one of them was sentenced to 
death, though Clive, in the first heat of 
his passion, had threatened to have them 
all shot. Repentance and humiliation— 

expressed in many instances to Clive even 
with tears—now became general; nearly 
all who had resigned begged to be per¬ 
mitted to withdraw their resignations: 
the objects of their combination were de- 
featedj — their dangerous league was 
broken,—and those who were restored 
were compelled to sign a contract to serve 
the company on its own terms for three 
years, and to give a year’s notice of any 
intention to quit the service. Clive 
treated the younger offenders with lenity; 
and, when his indignation was cooled 
and the danger over, he scorned to take 
any personal vengeance for personal 
wrongs and insults. When told that one 
of the conspirators had planned his assas¬ 
sination, he stopped the charge by saying 
—“ No, the officers arc Englishmen, not. 
assassins.” He forthwith adopted several 
wise regulations to restore the strictest 
discipline and subordination, and to check 
that luxury and extravagance, that gam¬ 
bling and dissipation, which had been the 

* A legacy of 70,000/. was bequeathed by Meer 
Jaffle? to Clive, who paid it into the company’s 
treasury at. Fort William, to lie at interest for the 
support of European officers and soldiers who 
might be disabled or decayed in the company's 
service in Bengal, and for the widows of officers 
and soldiers who might dio on service there. 
The company afterwards extended this provision; 
and the fund, which still hears the name of Clive, 
owes its origin to this his princely donation. 


main cause of the late troubles, ft 

course of a very few weeks be could_ 

nounce that everything was as quiet and 
as well regulated as could he wished. 

Clive, satisfied with the large fortune 
he had previously made, had voluntarily 
declared on accepting his reforming mis¬ 
sion that he renounced all claim to the 
commercial or other advantages then at¬ 
tached to the post of governor—that he 
wanted no more money—that he wanted 
nothing but a thorough reform, which in 
the end would prove equally beneficial to 
the oppressors and to the oppressed —to 
the poor natives, to the servants of the 
company of all classes, to the company 
itself, and to the British nation. It is not 
often—perhaps a similar case never oc¬ 
curred—that a man basso scrupulously 
adhered to such a resolution under such 
temptations: the servants of the company 
would have enabled him to double or 
treble his fortune if he had consented to 
connive at their misdoings; the neighbour¬ 
ing princes of India would have paid any 
pr&e for his assistance; the ruler of Be¬ 
nares offered him diamonds of inesti¬ 
mable value; Souiah Dowla, the vizier 
and nabob of Oude, offered him a large 
sum of money and a casket of jewels; 
but these and other temptations he firmly 
resisted, making no merit of his refusals, 
which did not come to light till after his 
death. He always affirmed that this his 
last administration diminished instead of 
increasing his fortune.* 

The power of the English in Bengal, 
hitherto undefined and in constant and 
inevitable collision with that of the na¬ 
bob, was fixed, and became, in fact, a real 
and sole sovereignty, by the bargains he 
bad concluded with Shah Alum and the 
son and successor of Meer Jaffier. ("live, 
however, thought that the name of a na¬ 
bob might still be of some use, particularly 
in dealings with the other European na¬ 
tions, like the Dutch and Danes, who re¬ 
tained their possessions in Bengal, and 
the French, who had obtained reposses¬ 
sion of theirs, though bound not to fortify 
them, by the recent treaty of peace. But 
the phantom he left at Moorshedabad, sur¬ 
rounded by guards and silver maces, was, 


L 


• Sir John Malcolm, Life.— Eilin. Rev. 
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ka pensioner of the company, 
able of doing either good or 
Apolitical affairs of the country, 
"as he considered, done all that 
he had come to do, Clive was anxious to 
return home, for his health was again se¬ 
riously affected. The company, it ap¬ 
pears, tempted him to remain a year 
longer, by offering to make his jaghire 
perpetual; hut he said that he saw no ne¬ 
cessity for staying; that he could render 
the company more essential service at 
home; and that he was not to be tempted 
even by the bait of the jaghire. In fact, 
the nervous malady to which he had been 
a prey from time to time ever since his 
youth was now accompanied by the bodily 
and racneal horrors that arise from bile 
and a diseased liver; and he was occa¬ 
sionally attacked by spasms which thus 
early endangered his life or his reason. 
These attacks could not break the iron 
energy of his will, or put a stop to his 
labours so long us there were important 
objects to pursue; but that incessant toil, 
turmoil, and excitement wore out the 
weakly body.* On the 16th of January, 
1767, he attended for the last time a 
meeting of the select committee at Cal¬ 
cutta. In hip. farewell address lie told 
them that he could now leave the country 
in peace and in a flourishing state; but 
he strongly advised them not to be over 
anxious to increase the revenues, espe¬ 
cially wher? increase could only be ef¬ 
fected by oppressing the native landhold¬ 
ers and tenants. He candidly expressed 
hi» great apprehension that their empire 
in the East might still be exposed to dan¬ 
ger by the revival of rapacity, corruption, 
and insul)ordination, which he had put 
down with so much difficulty. He read 
them a good lesson on the necessity of 

* On the 30th of December, 1766, he wrote to 
a friend in England—“ The court of directors 
have been very strenuous in soliciting me to 
continue another year in India. They have 
loaded me with compliments, ami given me as 
muen additional power as I could have wished. 
But the situation of the company’s affairs does 
not require that I should sacmce another year 
in this climate; and. even if it did call upon me 
to make Ruch a sacrifice, it would bo vain. The 
very severe attack of bile that I have been strug¬ 
gling with for many weeks puts t. bevond a 
doubt that I could not survive and be of use to 
the company in India another year. 



reflecting well on their orders bu^ 
issued them, and of permitting no\ w 
to their execution when ouce issued. lie 
strongly recommended a most delicate 
regard to the trade, the property, and ge¬ 
neral well-being of the people of the 
country. In ending, be said—“ I leave 
the country in peace: I leave the civil 
and military departments under discipline 
aud subordination: it is incumbent upon 
you to keep them so.”* A few days after 
-—at the end of January. 1767—he took 
his final farewell of India, embarking for 
England in the “ Britannia.” He arrived 
at London in the month of July, was 
hailed with acclamations by the court of 
directors, was received with unusual re¬ 
gard by George III. arid Queen Char¬ 
lotte, to whom he brought letters and pre¬ 
sents from the Nabob of Oude,f aud was 
then carried by his family and friends to 
Bath, to seek a cure or an alleviation to 
some of the worst ills that flesh is heir 
to -spasms, indigestion, loss of sleep, and 
hypochondriasis. The next time we shall 
meet Lord Clive will be as a criminal put 
upon his defence— ns the most unpopular 
or the most abused man in the three 
kingdoms. 


• Sir John Malcolm, Political Hist, of India. 
—On the 23rd of January ho wrote an earnest 
letter to the select committee, with other rules or 
recommendations for their conduct. In this 
letter he said, “ The people of this country have 
little or no idea of a divided power; they imagine 
all authority ic vested in one man. ’ The go¬ 
vernor of Bengal should always be looked upon 
by them in this light, as far as is consistent with 
the honour of the committee and council. In 
every vacant season, therefore, I think it expe¬ 
dient that he take a tour up the country in the 
quality of a supervisor general. Frauds and 
oppressions of every sort, being by this means 
laid open to his view, will, in a great measure, be 
prevented, and the natives preserve a just opi¬ 
nion of the importance and dignity of your pre¬ 
sident, upon whose character and conduct much 
of the prosperity of the company s affairs in Ben¬ 
gal niU'st depend.” 

f In the chronicle of the Annual Register for 
the year 1767 the following entry occurs“ July 
20th. We hear that Lord Clive has brought over 
and presented to his majesty a fine sword set 
with diamonds, and a fine pearl necklace for her 
majesty ; both of very considerable value. He 
has likewise brought n fine diamond, as a present 
from the nabob to his majesty, of immense value, 
and many curiosities of that country.” We need 
scarcely mention the malicious inference's which 
were drawn from these presents. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



THE R APID RISE OF HYDER ALT. 


In the coarse of the year 1767 the Af¬ 
ghans created some alarm in Bengal by 
marching upon Delhi; but after devas¬ 
tating several provinces, the invaders re¬ 
turned to their mountains. The presi¬ 
dency made a feeble attempt to restore 
the Rajah of Nepaul to his dominions, 
which had been seized by a neighbouring 
chief of Ghurka. The country of Ne¬ 
paul, almost surrounded by mountains, 
was found too difficult of access by the 
small force sent against it; and the officer 
in command of the expedition thought 
proper to return, after a vain application 
for reinforcements, which the govern¬ 
ment at Calcutta could not spare, as they 
had been obliged to send several large 
detachments to the Carnatic, where the 
flames of war were rekindled by Hyder 
Ali. 

This great adventurer, who became 
one of the most formidable of our oppo¬ 
nents in India, had, since his expedition 
to the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, as 
the ally of M. Daily, greatly increased 
his army, which was originally formed 
out of the freebooting bands and tribes 
that abounded in Western India, and th;it 
sought no Anther reward than the l ight, 
and privilege of plunder. Instead of 
paying them, Hyder, in a manner, re¬ 
ceived pay from them—for, in enrolling 
under his banner, they engaged to give 
him half of the booty they might make. 
By degrees he acquired more horses, 
camels, and elephants, more money, and 
the command of mot e men than his bene¬ 
factor and nominal master, the Rajah of 
Mysore; dnu > e accordingly raadfc war 
upon the rajah, whose 0 . 2.1 and army 
had the usual number of ais* ected 
chiefs and traitors, defeated him, tomv 
him prisoner, and, as a climax to his 
gratitude, kept possession of all his do¬ 
minions, and pensioned him oh ^ itn 


three lacs of rupees per annum. At the 
end of the year 176) Hyde/s authority 
seemed firmly established in Mysore. 
But his own disposition and the habits of 
the marauders in bis service led him to 
look to an extension of dominion, or to 
the plunder of the neighbouring states; 
and the success which attended his ban¬ 
ner. and the high notions entertained of 
Ills ability and lucky star, attracted others 
of the loose tribes that owned no sove¬ 
reign, and no law or right save that of 
the sword. His abilities were undoubted 
—they were altogether surprising, con¬ 
sidering the circumstances of bis life, and 
his totiii want o<‘ education—and thev 
improved by practice, age, and experi¬ 
ence. Still, however, he remained a bar¬ 
barian, and the plaudits bestowed upon 
him by many Europan writers are exag¬ 
gerated and / ^sura. That such a man 
could ever have extended his sway over 
the greater part of India, or, at least, that 
he could -ver have rendered that sway 
durable appears to us a most fantastic 
dream; and that a character stained by 
the darkest treachery, ingratitude, and 
cruelty should have found admirers in 
historians pedantically moral and severe 
in their estimates of other actors in these 
wars and revolutions, must lie attribut¬ 
able to a love of paradox and contradic¬ 
tion, or to the predetermined plan of 
praising all that prevented, and blaming 
all that promoted, the establishment of 
the British empire in India- -that great 
result, not unattended with faults and 
crimes, which no conquest ever yet vras, 
but, admirable in its general operation, as 
conferring more happiness upon many 
millions of people than they ever had en¬ 
joyed, or < ould ever hope to enjoy, under 
their native Mohammedan or Hindu 
ru! ts. 

The ajahs and poiygars of Sera, Bala- 
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ooty, Harponelly, Chitteldroog, 
'tlier districts, who had set, the 
of his predecessor on the throne of 
Mysore at defiance, were presently re¬ 
duced to submission by Hyder Ali. Then, 
pretending to take up the cause of a 
young impostor, a sort of Indian Perkin 
Warbeck, he marched to the conquest 
of Bednore, and kept that rich and pros¬ 
perous country for himself. The booty 
he made was immense, for Bednore, situ¬ 
ated among lofty mountains, had for a 
Jong time escaped the visitations of war. 
This conquest allured him on to others, 
and furnished him with the means of 
prosecuting them. Soonda, on the north¬ 
ern frontier of Bednore, was overrun, nor 
did he cease until he had extended his 
dominion almost to the banks of the 
Kistna. But here his career was checked 
by Madhoo Row, the Peishwa of the 
Mahrattas, who crossed the Kistna with 
an immense army, all of horse, defeated 
him in many encounters, deprived him 
of some of his recent acquisitions of ter¬ 
ritory, and compelled him to pay thirty- 
two lacs of rupees.* Notwithstanding 
these serious checks, he soon undertook 
and achieved the conquest of the pro¬ 
vinces of Malabar, and kept that country 
quiet by cutting off all the nail's or Hindu 
chiefs. Soon, however, lie was recalled 
to the city of Seringapatam, which he 
had made his capital, and had already 
strongly fortified, by intelligence that a 
league had been formed against him by 
the English, the Mahrattas, and the ruler 
of tlte Deccan. The Deccan was no 
longer in the hands of Salibut Jung, the 
old ally of M. Bussy, and then of Colonel 
Fordo. Fresh revolutions had been ef¬ 
fected at Golconda and Hyderabad; Sali- 
but Jung had been made a prisoner by 
his brother, Nizam Ali, who occupied 
his throne, and respected his life until 
the arrival of the treaty of Paris, which 
recognised and acknowledged Salibut as 
lawful sovereign, and which induced 
Nizam Ali to order his immediate mur¬ 
der. At first the new Subahdar, or, as 
he is more generally called by our 
writers, the Nizam, seemed unfavourable 


* Colonol Wilks, Historical Sketches ,1 the 
South of India j and Hist, of War in Mysore. 



to the English, and he actually ha, _ 
vaded the Carnatic, and made war upon 
Mohammed Ali in the most barbarous 
and destructive manner: but he had fled 
before Colonel Campbell and a small 
British force, and since then he had con¬ 
cluded a treaty with the company, con¬ 
firming to them the conquests which 
Colonel Forde had made in the Northern 
Circars, on condition of their paying a 
small tribute or quit-rent, and holding in 
readiness a body of their troops for his 
service, whenever he might want such 
aid. By this latter engagement, and by 
their conviction that it was necessary for 
their own safety to stop the career of 
Hyder Ali, the English were carried 
into the confederacy Avith the Nizam and 
the Mahrattas, and into the Avar with 
Mysore. 

The first of the confederates to take 
the field Avas the Peislrvva, Avho covered 
the high table-lands of Mysore with his 
Mahratta cavalry. Colonel Smith, after 
a visit to Hyderabad, followed Avith a 
small English corps, and the large but 
disorderly army of the nabob of the Car¬ 
natic. He was joined by another large 
force, raised by t he Nizam of the Deccan, 
but before he could arrive near the Mah- 
rattas the Peishwa had listened to a 
Brahmin, dispatched to him by Hyder 
Ali, and had consented, on the payment 
of thirty-five lacs of rupees, to quit the 
country, and break all his engagements 
with the Nizam and the English. This 
defection rendered success doubtful, ami 
Colonel Smith was soon obliged to think 
of his OAvn safety by the important dis¬ 
covery lie made, that the Nizam himself 
Avas privately negotiating a treaty with 
Hyder, the main scope of it being the 
expulsion of the company from the Car¬ 
natic, from the Circars, and from every 
place they held on the Coromandel const. 
Colonel Smith instantly separated from 
the Nizam’s army, and hastened to de- 
iend the Carnatic by taking possession of 
the ghauts or passes lea<%,’ i hroll „ h ^ 
mountains ,„ut country. He re- 

ceivf" some reinforcements from Mo¬ 
hammed Ali, the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
but he could not secure all the passes 
against three numerous armies, and his 
rear was soon threatened by the rapid 
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cavalry. Smith retreated for 
ia, a town about sixty miles 
adras, but before he could reach 
that place he was attacked by the three 
armies of Hyder iUi, the Peishwa, and 
the Nizam, His well-disciplined infantry 
stood their ground, and repulsed their 
countless assailants; but the marauding 
Mahrattas got at their rice-bags, and 
carried them off, aud, to avoid starving, 
Smith's forces were obliged to continue 
their retreat, and to march day and night 
until they reached Trinomalee, a town 
strongly situated on a hill, and well sup¬ 
plied with provisions. Plundering, burn¬ 
ing, and destroying all the open country, 
the enemy followed closely upon the steps 
of Colonel Smith, who, receiving rein¬ 
forcements of sepoys, did not long remain 
inactive at Trinomalee, but, issuing into 
the open country, he endeavoured to save 
it from the scourges ftud firebrands. His 
efforts were not very successful, as he 
had scarcely any cavalry. Seizing a 
favourable moment, Hyder Ali detached 
his sou Tippoo, then a youth of seven¬ 
teen, to beat up the neighbourhood of 
Madras with 5000 horse. Tippoo’s ad¬ 
vance was so secret and rapid that he 
nearly succeeded in seizing the members 
of the presidency, and the chief and 
richest of the English in their country 
houses without the town. The fortress 
of Madras itself, which had repulsed 
Lally and a French army with battering 
cannon, had little to fear from Mysorean 
cavalry; but the town, the black towu, 
the magazines or warehouses, villas, gar¬ 
dens, villages, all things in its vicinity, 
were ransacked or destroyed, the country 
was laid as waste and hare us a desert, 
and an immense Joss was sustained by 
the English and the poor natives, their 
tenants or dependants. Tippoo retired 
as fast os he had come, ami with consi¬ 
derable booty ; but his father and his 
allies were not left long unmolested, be¬ 
ing attacked and routed by Colonel Smith 
near Trinomalee. The Nizam of the 
Deccan, who was the first to recommend 
this pitched battle with the English, was 
also the first to flee. By this time he 
had had enough of the war and of bis 
new alliance, and he lost no time in sig¬ 
nifying to Colonel Smith that he was 
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exceedingly anxious to be restore!_ 

peace and to the friendship of the Eng¬ 
lish. After very little negotiation the 
Nizam agreed to separate his troops from 
the Mahrattas and the Mysoreans, leaving 
the Peishwa and Hyder Ali to shift for 
themselves. Bolder and more persever¬ 
ing than he, Hyder and the Mahrattas 
resolved to try the chances of another 
pitched battle; and in the month of De¬ 
cember they took the field, and posted 
themselves near Amboor, a town in the 
Carnatic, about 108 miles from Madras. 
Colonel Smith met them there and gave 
them another defeat, more decisive and 
complete than the preceding one. Hyder 
and his ally Hod to Caverypatam, on the 
river Parniur, and the Nizam, who had 
waited the event of the battle before he 
entirely forsook the confederacy, drew 
off all his troops and concluded his sepa¬ 
rate treaty with the English, for which 
lie was the more impatient from his fear 
that, during his absence from the Deccan, 
another loving brother might do by him 
as he had done by Salibut Jung. By this 
new compact, signed on the 23rd of Feb¬ 
ruary (1768), the company recognised 
the titles and rights of the Subahdar or 
Nizam, and agreed to assist him when¬ 
ever required with two battalions of 
sepoys, aud six pieces of artillery pro¬ 
perly served, the Nizam agreeing, on his 
side, to re-confirm the possession of the 
Northern Circars to the company, and to 
reduce the tribute for those territories 
from nine lacs per annum in perpetuity 
to seven lacs per annum for the spa(e of 
six years only; and also to grace the 
dewannee of Balaghaut, a country in the 
possession of Hyder, to the Engliryi, sub¬ 
ject to a payment of seven lacs ofl rupees 
per annum to himself, and to the payment 
of chout* to the Mahrattas. 

Encouraged by their successes, by the 
departure of the Peishwa with most of his 
troops, aiKPhy the despondency of Hyder, 
the presidency at Madras determined to 
carry the war into the very heart of his 
Own dominions; and Colonel Smith, who 
had displayed so much bravery, rupidity, 
and skill, received orders to inarch into 


* A tribute, commonly consisting of a fourth . 
part of the revenues. 
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Unfortunately, the civilians 
'into their heads that they could 
'"the campaign from their sofas and 
easy chairs at Madras, and, instead' of 
leaving the plan and conduct of the war 
to Colonel Smith, they prescribed rules 
for him to follow. Smith, apparently 
in no very good humour, informed them 
that in the barren territory around Ban¬ 
galore, to which they ordered him to 
advance, he could not possibly subsist 
his army; and tha* the better mode of 
proceeding would he to occupy in the 
first instance the fertile coixntvy y not in 
the interior, but on the frontiers of My¬ 
sore. The president and council, obsti¬ 
nate in their new functions, would not 
give up their own plan, but, to pay some 
deference to the opinion of the soldier, 
they resolved to adopt his plan also, and 
they sent Smith orders to march upon 
Bangalore, and Colonel Wood, who was 
to be detached from Smith’s force, orders 
to confine himself to operations on the 
frontiers. This union of two plans was 
worse than their first bad one, as it 
divided an army already of the smallest 
for such an enterprise; and, to make 
matters worse still, they sent to the army 
two members of council as field-deputies, 
who were to act in concert with the 
presidency, and keep the war entirely 
under their control. Functionaries like 
these are sure to ruin what they meddle 
with. The presence and interference of 
the two civilians disgusted alike officers 
and men, and from the moment of their 
arrival in camp the spirit of the army 
seemed to evaporate. * To favour its 


* Olive, In aletter to Smith, strongly expressed 
his sense of the niwurd conduct of the presidency 
of Madras, whose mismanagement, had spoiled 
everything. " Whoever may hove been to 
blame,” he says, *« no impeachment can be laid 
against you. I need not enter into reflections 
upon the fundamental errors of the war. For 
the honour of the nation and the company, l 
wish they could be for ever buried in oblivion, or 
at least remembered only by ourselves, to warn 
U3 upon any future occasion. The measure of 
sending field-deputies lias justly been condemned 
by everybody. Qentlemtin in the civil sirvice may 
l*e very properly employed out of the presidency in 
the collection of the revenues; but nothing can be 
wore absurd and pernicious than sending them to a 
camp, where they can only embarrass 'or obstruct 
plans and operations which they do not understand .” 


operations the presidency of Bombay __ 
a force to the western coast to fall upon 
Hyder’s recent conquests in Malabar and 
Canara. This force, favoured by the 
Hindu natives, captured Mangalore, 
Onore, and other places, and drew Hyder 
down to the western coast. This enabled 
Colonel Smith to arrive in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Bangalore, and Colonel 
Wood to overrun the fertile country 
near the frontiers. But Hyder, having 
succeeded in the west in expelling the 
Bombay English force, returned rapidly 
to the east to face them there. He 
made overtures for a peace, but they 
wore rejected by the two field-deputies. 
At this juncture the presidency, more¬ 
over, dissatisfied with Colonel Smith 
because he treated the deputies or their 
opinions in war with little respect, and 
because he had not taken the strong city 
of Bangalore, recalled that able officer 
to Madras, and intrusted the entire com¬ 
mand—always, however, subject to the 
benumbing influence of their deputies- - 
to Colonel Wood, who, in a very short 
time, was compelled to call in all the 
advanced forces, to abandon every place 
which had been taken, and to retreat 
before Hyder Ali. tie even allowed 
himself to be surprised, beaten, and de¬ 
prived of all his baggage. The presi¬ 
dency then discovered that Wood was not 
the man to conquer Mysore, and they 
superseded him by Major Fitzgerald, who 
arrived just in time to save the flying and 
confused army from annihilation. Wood 
was put under arrest, and sent down to 
Madras. By the end of the year Hyder 
recovered every inch of territory he had 
lost; and in the mouth of January, 17b9, 
carefully avoiding a battle, and marching 
rapidly by some of the less frequented 
ghauts or passes, he poured down again 
into the Carnatic, laid waste the English 
provinces of Madura and Tinevelly, and 
penetrated into the district of Pondi¬ 
cherry, where the French flag was again 
flying, and where there were many French¬ 
men indulging in the hope that time and 
fortune might restore their power in that 
part of India. 

As the most dangerous enemy of the 
English, Hyder was regarded as the best 
friend of the French, and several adroit 
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near neighbours they 
fo conquer and occupy 
he said, was now 
on his part. Still the 
evaded his demands, not directly 
compliance with them, but de- 
to send a single gun or a single 


sepoy. . . 

At this moment there was as mischie¬ 
vous a splitting of authority and opinion 
in the count \\ . Madras as there had re¬ 
cently been in the camp of Colonel Smith. 
From the opinion entertained of his ad¬ 
dress and abilities, Warren Hastings had 
been appointed second in council at Ma¬ 
dras in March, 1769, and he had arrived 
at Fort St. George in the autumn of that 
year. He remained at Madras till the 
beginning of 1772, hut his time appears 
to have been chiefly occupied with the 
subjects of the Nabob of Arcot's debts and 
the investments of the company. 1 le was 
not in the country when some of the worst 
things were done; and his opinion was 
overruled in many things while he was 
there. The English ministry had' seat 
out Sir John Lindsay (in 1770) with 
some frigates “ to give countenance*and 
protection to the company's settlements 
and affairsthe company themselves had 
put all their vessels of war in the Indian 
seas under the command of Sir John, who 
-was further appointed, by commission un¬ 
der the great seal, his majesty’s minister 
plenipotentiary, with powers to negotiate 
and conclude arrangements with the sove¬ 
reigns of India in general.* With all 
these appointments and powers, Sir John 
Lindsay assumed an authority to which 
the presidency very unwUlvmily and very 


* The appointment of Sir John Lindsay pro¬ 
ceeded In part from a conviction in the ins ml of 
George III. and his ministers that a mercantile 
body like the company ought not to be vested 
with the right of keeping up diplomatic relations 
with sovereign princes in India, and in ptut from 
the representations and intrigues of the Nabob 
Mohammed Ali himself, who ior a considerable 
time had had a party and a sort, of agency m 
London, where his enormous debts both to the 
company and to Individuals were (a subject of 
almost, daily discussion, long before they at¬ 
tracted the notion of parliament. Mohammed 
Ali whs generally called in Europe—from the 
name oi his capital—the Nabob of Arcot. “ The 
debts of the Nabob of Arcot” became a cuckoo- 
note in England. 
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imperfectly submitted; quarrels a»l 
.each party determined to see as blacjl 
the other saw as white. The Peis! 
the Mahrattas, forgetting how short a time 
had elapsed since he broke his treaty with 
the English and the Nizam, and laughed 
in the face of Colonel Todd, who wars 
dispatched to remonstrate and to prove 
the sanctity of such engagements, courted 
a new alliance with the English, and in¬ 
timated to Mohammed Ali that the Car¬ 
natic should be swept by the Mahratta 
cavalry from end to end. and from the 
ghauts to the sea, if he arid his friends the 
English did not agree to an immediate 
treaty. Sir John Lindsay embraced the 
opinion of Mohammed Ali that the Mah¬ 
rattas should be gratified; the president 
and the council insisted that the English 
ought to remain neutral, and refuse the 
alliance proposed by the Poishwn. Vio¬ 
lent altercations ensued, but Sir John was 
unable to enforce his will, and the Mah¬ 
rattas and Mysoreans were left to fight 
out. their own battles. Hyder and his 
son Tippoo were defeated m several en¬ 
counters; once the father owed his life to 
the swiftness of his horse, and once the 
son saved himself by putting on the dis¬ 
guise of a beggar. Seringapatam, their 
capital, was surrounded and besieged, hut 
could scarcely be taken by an army of 
horse without battering cannon and with¬ 
out the skill to use them. 

On the loud complaints of die presi¬ 
dency of Madras and the directors in 
Leadenhal 1-street, ministers recalled Sir 
John Lindsay, and sent out Sir Robert 
Harland, without restricting his powers. 
Harland, who is described as rather more 
violent and headstrong, took up the plans, 
notions, and prejudices of his predecessor. 
He represented the state of neutrality as 
disgraceful and highly dangerous; and, 
as in the month of November, 1771, 
shortly after his arrival on the coast, die 
Mahrattas seemed in possession of all 
Mysore except Seringapatam and some of 
the strongest forts, and were certainly 
pressing upon and plundering the fron¬ 
tiers of the Carnatic, Harland hotly urged 
the presidency to conclude the alliance 
the Peishwa demanded. .But the presi¬ 
dent and council of Madras, supported by 
■ the other presidencies, steadily refused to 
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uthe war against Hyder, or to 
fiw treaty w ith the Peishwa. 
commissioner could not dis- 
company’s land forces. The 
presidency sent an army towards the fron¬ 
tiers, and the Mahrattas, who had only 
entered upon the skirts of the Carnatic in 
small plundering squadrons, withdrew 
altogether from that neighbourhood. 
Afraid of provoking the English to join 
Hyder, distressed by want of provisions 
in the country which he had ravaged, 
and now not unfrequently harassed or 
defeated by the Mysoreans, who had 
recovered heart, the Peishwa listened to 
the mediating voice of Mohammed Ali, 
accepted some money from him, and 
finally agreed to make peace with Hyder. 
The treaty was concluded in the month 
of July, 1772: the Mahrattas obtained a 
considerable portion of the more northern 
and inland provinces of Mysore, together 
with fifteen lacs of rupees in hand, and 
the promise of fifteen more. For a time 
Hyder remained humbled arid quiet. 
During the war between him and the 
Mahrattas the Rajah of Tanjore attempted 
to seize some territory belonging to, or 
claimed by, Mohammed Ali, who called 
upon his allies, the English, for assistance 
and vengeance. The rajah then courted 
l»y turns Hyder and the Peishwa. The 
Nabob of the Carnatic, a fter inducing the 
presidency to make some hostile demon¬ 
strations near the Tanjore frontier, be¬ 
came apprehensive that the English might 
conquer that country for themselves, in¬ 
stead of conquering it for him. He 
offered to give the company a good round 
sum for the dominion; and after some 
hesitation his offer was accepted, and an 
agreement was concluded by which Tan* 
jore was to lie annexed to the Carnatic, to 
which by nature it certainly belonged. 
An army assembled at Trio.hinopoly was 
ready to march on the 12th of September 
(1771); but it wuis found, upon inspection, 
that Mohammed Ali’s own son, who had 
been intrusted with the department of 
provisions, had betrayed his trust, and 
that there was not rice in the camp for 
the consumption of a single day.* By 


* Letter of Colonel Smith, as cited by Mil'., 
Hist. Writ. Irnl, 


extraordinary exertions suppliS _ 

procured, and the army, being put jjnj 
tion, crossed the Tanjore frevder, gmnect 
possession of Vellum, o»’<j of the bulwarks 
of the country, and by the 23rd encamped 
before the city of Tanjore, on the very 
ground on which Lally had been so un¬ 
fortunate. As the place was still very 
strong and numerously garrisoned, it was 
necessary to besiege it in a regular man¬ 
ner. On the 27th of October the English 
engineer officers reported that the breach 
would be practicable next morning. Hut 
on that very flay another son of the Nabob 
of the Carnatic—not his second son, who 
had played false with the rice, but his 
eldest son, Omdut-uI-Omrali, called by 
the English the young nabob—who had 
accompanied the expedition, signed a 
peace with the Rajah of Tanjore, who 
engaged to pay an immense sum of mo¬ 
ney, to surrender the districts which the 
nabob claimed, and which were assumed 
to be the original cause of the quarrel, to 
defray all the expenses of the expedition, 
to aid the nabob with his troops in all 
future wars, and to demolish, if required, 
the fortress of Vellum.* 

The presidency of Madras were in¬ 
censed at these proceedings, and they 
sent orders not to evacuate Vellum or 
withdraw the batteries from Tanjore until 
the rajah should have made good oue of 
his promised payments in money and 
jewels. They foresaw that the rajah 
would not be punctual; and when the 
paying time was past it was declared that 
he had broken the treaty. To prevent 
the renewal of hostilities the rajah con¬ 
sented to leave the fort of Vellum to the 
English, and to cede to them two districts 
in the neighbourhood of Madura. But 
these confessions of weakness soon tempted 
another attack; and in the month of March 
of the next year (1772) another army 
marched from Trichinopoly to reduce the 


* Before putting an end to hostilities in this 
way, OmduL-ul Omrah had had a serious quarrel 
with his English allies. He was informed that, 
by the usages of war, the plunder of places taken 
by storm belonged to the captors, and it was the 
prospect of this very plunder that had allured 
him to Tanjore. He offered a fixed sum of money 
to the troops in lieu of it; but it was considered 
a Jew’s bargain ; the offer was rejected, and vio¬ 
lent altercations took place. 4 
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i of the Mara wars, who paid the 
^tibtful allegiance, as they h;ul 
r done to the Nabobs of the Car¬ 
natic. The invading force consisted of 
520 British, infantry and artillery, three 
battalions of the company’s sepoys, six 
battering cannon, some of the nabobs 
horse, and two battalions of sepoys in bis 
pay. Omdut-ul-Omrah, the young nabob, 
accompanied the expedition, haying pre¬ 
viously been bound by the English not to 
make any more treaties without their 
knowledge and consent. By another bar¬ 
gain, however, he was to be allowed the 
plunder of the towns taken, upon contract, 
i. r he war. to pay a fixed sum to the 
troops, Ramanadporam, the capital ot 
the greater Maravar, was taken by storm 
early in April, and in it was captured the 
polygar, a bov of twelve years, with his 
mother and his treasury. By the middle 
of June the troops of the Nabob ot the 
Caniatic were put in possession of all the 
other forts in that, country. But the con¬ 
quest of the lesser Marawar was a work 
of greater difficulty, and the inhabitants, 
being dispossessed of their lands and bar¬ 
barously treated both by the troops of the 
company find the troops of the nabob, 
continued their resistance after their po¬ 
lygar had been betrayed and killed. The 
whole war in the Marawars left a dark 
stain on the reputation of the English. 
Before it was finished, Mohammed All, 
greedy for more conquests, complained to 
the president of Madras that the Rajah of 
Tanjore had violated the recent treaty, 
by delaying payment of money, by apply¬ 
ing to the Mahratta- and to Hyder Ali 
for assistance, and by encouraging the 
Cooleries to descend from their hills and 
ravage the frontiers of the Carnatic. He 
offered ten lacs of pagodas and other ad¬ 
vantages if the English would only assist 
him in another expedition against Tan¬ 
jore. The president and council soon 
concluded that the existence of the Rajah 
of Tanjore was incompatible with their 
own safety; that it was dangerous to have 
such a power in the heart of the Carnatic: 
that the rajah, in case of a war, would be 
sure to join, the French ; and, finally, 
“ that the propriety and expediency of 
embracing the present opportunity of re¬ 
ducing him entirely, before such an event 



took place, were evident.” They 1 
engaged that Mohammed Ali should puiSJ 
vide all the money, stores, and provisions 
necessary for the expedition, and pay the 
presidency for 10,000 sepoys instead of 
7000. The nabob again bargained with 
the troops for the plunder; and on the 
3rd of August, 1773, the army marched 
from Trichi nopoly to the often assailed 
city of Tanjore, which was taken by 
assault on the 16th of September, though 
defended by 20,000 fighting men. The 
unfortunate rajah and bis family were 
made prisoners, and were allowed to be 
treated in a barbarous manner by the son 
and the people of the Nabob of the C ar- 
natic, in whom was now vested the long- 
coveted sovereignty of Tanjore, although 
the company, by the treaty of 1762, bad 
given the rajah security for his throne.* 
In all these transactions the presidency 
of Madras had proceeded on their own 
responsibility, without orders from the 
court of directors in Leadenhall-street, 
who were not informed of their plans and 
projects until after their execution. Yet, 
even when duly informed of all that, had 
taken place in Tanjore, the directors 
seemed to feel no anxiety about the mat¬ 
ter ; and it was not until the beginning of 
the year 1775 that, in the course of elect¬ 
ing o new governor of Madras, attention 
was called to the subject. In the court ot 
directors a small majority carried the 
nomination of Mr. Rumboid; hut it was 
afterwards voted at a court of proprietors, 
also by a small majority, that the directors 
should be recommended to appoint Lord 
Pigot, who had signed the treaty of 1762, 
and who disapproved of all that had been 
done in infraction of it. Pigot, the cor¬ 
respondent, and friend of Clive, had held 
the post of governor down to the year 
1763, when he had returned to England 
-vith wealth, consideration, and influence, 
which had raised him first to a baronetcy 
and then to an Irish peerage. He wished 
to reform the presidency of Madras, which 
certainly cried for reformation, as his 
friend Clive had reformed Bengal. His 
election was secured, and bciore he de¬ 
parted for India the court of directors 
passed sentence of condemnation on the 

Colonel 'Vilks.—Mill, Hist. Brit. In-1. 










LOliD PIGOT AND RUM BO LI) AT MADRAS. 


ch had been pursued by the 
and declared their opinion 
Account of oppressions constantly 
d by the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
the Tanjoreans 'would submit to any 
power rather than to his. 

Lord Pi got arrived at Fort St. George 
on the 11th of December, 1775; and, 
though obstructed by all kinds of diffi¬ 
culties and intrigues, he proceeded forth¬ 
with to undo what the presidency had 
done, and to arrange the restoration 
of the rajah. The English garrison that 
remained in Tanjore was reinforced; 
the rajah and his family v ere set at 
liberty; and in the month of April, Lord 
Pigot having* repaired in person to that 
city, the rajah was re-proclaimed in his 
capital. But in this new shuffling of 
the cards each party accused the other of 
foul play and of personal and the most 
interested motives. Fierce quarrels en¬ 
sued, and some of the revolutionary tricks 
which they h :d been playing in the di¬ 
vans of nabobs and rajahs crime to be re¬ 
peated in their own council-chamber. 
The er.d of all this was, that the council 
deposed Lord Pigot, arrested him in his 
carriage, and placed him in confinement, 
suspending at the same time every mem¬ 
ber of the council that had voted with 
him.* These summary proceedings ex¬ 
cited not merely the courts of directors 
and proprietors, where not a.few approved 
of them, or at least disapproved of the 
policy and conduct of Pigot, but they 
also raised a storm in both Houses of 


* Admiral Pijjot declared in the House of 
Commons that, nia brother had been offered a 
bribe, amounting in English money to 600,000/., 
if he would only defer the reinstatement of the 
Rajah of Tanjore. 



Parliament which was heard ii\ 
echoes through every pan of the ( 

After various proceedings, difficult to de¬ 
scribe with brevity, aiid difficult to be 
understood if given even in the fullest 
detail, the company recalled the members 
of the council who had displaced and im¬ 
prisoned Lord Pigot, and restored his 
lordship to his office, but commanded him 
at the same time to return to England 
immediately, and deliver over the govern¬ 
ment to his successor, Earn bold, his old 
opponent. But before these orders reached 
Madras Lord Pigot was in his grave; his 
imprisonment, had preyed upon his health 
and spirits, and he had died about eight 
months after his arrest.* Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, a most money-making man, ar¬ 
rived at Madras in February, 1778, and 
took the civil government upon himself, 
Major-General Hector Monro having the 
chief command of the forces. By this 
time the 'Carnatic was again threatened 
by the arms of Hyder Ali, and of his now 
close allies, the French: but, before 
bringing the Mysorean through the ghauts, 
with his 100,000 men, it will be neces¬ 
sary to narrate some important proceed¬ 
ings in other parts. 


* In April, 1779, Admiral Figot, the brother 
of his lordship, moved and carried a aeries of re¬ 
solutions in the House of Commons, among 
which wa an add rets to tile throne fur the pro¬ 
secution of tour of the members of the Madras 
counci!, who had returned to England, The 
delinquents were tried in the courts cf law, but 
only ror a misdemeanor; and t he verdict of a 
special jury was obtained against them. When 
brought up for judgment their only punishment 
was a fine of 1000/. each, which, to men o 
wealthy, was scarcely a punishment at all—was 
not so severe an taking 6s. from t poor man for 
being drunk and disorderly. 
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A.D. 1769-74. ENGLI8H LEGISLATION FOR INDIA, 


Shortly after Clive’s return to England 
the affairs of the company attracted uni¬ 
versal attention, and the territorial acqui¬ 
sitions made in India, being exaggerated 
even beyond their real extent and im¬ 
portance, were forced upon the serious 
consideration of the ministry of the day, 
whose chief business for some time past 
bad been the John Wilkes war. In April, 
1769, an act was passed confirming to the 
company the revenues of the countries 
they had obtained in India for five years 
to come, upon consideration of their pay¬ 
ing the British government 400,000/. per 
annum, and exporting to India certain 
quantities of British manufactures, &c. 
At the same the court of directors re¬ 
solved to send out to Calcutta three su¬ 
pervisors, to complete the work of refor¬ 
mation, and to put the revenues and 
finances of Bengal under better manage¬ 
ment The three individuals selected 
were, Mr. Vansittart, who had so mise¬ 
rably misgoverned Bengal before; Mr. 
Soral’ton, whose abilities and local know¬ 
ledge and acquaintance with the language 
of the country were of inestimable value; 
and Colonel Forde, who had conquered 
the Northern Cirears and disposed of the 
Dutch at Bedorra. Government was ap¬ 
plied to for two ships of the line and some 
frigates,"and ministers gratified them with 
two frigates and a small squadron to 
check piracy in the Persian Gulf. Messrs. 
Vansittart and Scrafton and Colonel 
Forde took their departure in the * Au¬ 
rora/ one of the frigates, which is sup-" 
posed to have foundered at sea with every 
soul on board, for she never reached Ben¬ 
gal, and was neser heard of anywhere 
else after leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope* 


* In a letter written to a friend at the time 
the supervisorship was appointed, Clive Rays, 


Without supervisors, the government 
of Bengal was left in the hands of Mr. 
Carrier; but in less than two years it was 
notified by the court of directors to Mr. 
Warren Hastings, who had continued to 
rise in estimation, that he was nominated 
to the place of second in council at Cal¬ 
cutta; and that, as soon as Mr. Cartier 
should retire, it, was their wish that he 
should take upoD himself the charge of 
government till further orders. The 
transactions in India, which for a long 
period were regarded with indifference, 
or with the feeling that it was impossible 
for people iu England to comprehend 
them, were now daily attracting more and 
more attention. Ormc, the friend of 
Clive, who had himself taken no inactive 
or unimportant part in those affairs, had 
published the first part of his History of 
the Military Transactions in Hindustan, 


“ The severe blow given the old directors last 
year, by the admission of Sulivan and so many 
of h?s party, has been the occasion of all that has 
happened*, and we were obliged to compound 
with Vansittart, for his being supervisor jointly 
with Scrafton and Forde, to prevent his going 
out. governor to llengal, or governor-general, 
which was the thing aimed at.. Mv. Vansittart 
received all the support, which the ministry, the 
court, and the princess dowager coaid give, ami 
was very near succeeding in his ambitious de¬ 
signs.” It was through the Influence nnd exer¬ 
tions of Clive that those two able men Scrafton 
and Forde were joined with Vansittart. 

j\ few days later, writing to another friend in 
India, Clive, who seems to have been pretty 
equally disgusted with the weak government in 
Downin g street and the government in Leaden- 
hall-street, says—“ Anarchy and confusion seem 
to have pervaded every* part of tire Hri ish em¬ 
pire. In vain can we expect our a flairs shall 
nourish abroad when all is going to ruin at home. 
The directors are so divided among themselves, 
and so much taken up in struggling for power 
at every general election, that they have quite 
lost sight of the company’s interest, which is 
daily sacrificed to their own views and the views 
of particular proprietors, to answer their pur¬ 
poses." 
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FACTIONS AGAINST CLIVE. 



irend the renown of Clive, the 
f the romantic story, making 
he same time the vastness and 
^ ? of that Indian world. Other 

fof less name had treated the same 
subject, and many pens and tongues had 
beer: engaged in demonstrating that the 
glory acquired by British arms was now 
tarnished by a buses and corruption ; and 
that the splendid fabric, like a Fata Mor¬ 
gana, was disappearing faster than it had 
risen. Moreover, few men not holders of 
India stock could reconcile themselves to 
the anomaly presented in Leadenhall- 
street, nor possibly conceive how a dozen 
or two of plain citizens called directors, 
and some hundreds of shareholders called 
proprietors, could be competent to the 
management of 15,000,000 of people at 
the distance of many thousands of miles. 
Nor was there much faith in the disin¬ 
terestedness or moderation of a body so 
constituted, nor any confidence that their 
uncontrolled power could be exercised 
upon pure principles of right and wrong. 
People heard the court of directors ac¬ 
cused of ignorance and obstinacy, fraud 
and rapacity, cruelty and gross injustice; 
and they were disposed to give credit to 
the worst of these reports. 

Indeed, in opening the session of par¬ 
liament in January, 1772, the speech .from 
the throne had, by implication, recom¬ 
mended to attention the subject of India, 
as being among the dependencies of the 
empire of which it was said that “ some 
of them, as well from remoteness of place 
as from other circumstances, are so pecu¬ 
liarly liable to abuses and exposed to 
danger, that the interposition of the legis¬ 
lature for their protection may become 
necessary.” And about two months after 
this speech, and about four months before 
the first application of the directors to 
the Bank of England for money, Clive's 
old antagonist, Mr. Soli van, then deputy- 
chairman of the court of directors, moved 
in his place in the House of Commons tor 
leave to bring in a bill ‘‘for the better re¬ 
gulation of the affairs of the East India 
Company and of their servants in India, 
and for the due administration of justice 
in Bengal.” Sulivan’s principal object 
in the speech with which he introduced 
and supported this motion, was to shift 


all Marne from the court of directors; 
to throw it wholty and solely upon 
servants of the company abroad. He 
not spare the great Clive himself: but 
pointed at him more or less directly as 
the fountain-head of mischief. There 
was little danger in pursuing this course, 
as Sulivan well kuew that the conqueror 
of Bengal was hated at the India House, 
was now unconnected with any of the 
powerful factions which divided parlia¬ 
ment, was considered too proud and un¬ 
bending to procure the support of the 
court and ministry, and was rendered by 
various arts and practices au object of 
popular odium and detestation. These 
practices had begun on the same day with 
his stem reforms at Calcutta, ana they 
had been kept up ever since by many 
heads, hands, and purses. His old ene¬ 
mies at the India House — the Sulivan 
party- -always powerful, had been rein¬ 
forced by men still more violent and im¬ 
placable. '■* The whole crew of pilferers 
and oppressors, from whom he had res¬ 
cued Bengal,” says Mr. Macaulay, “ per¬ 
secuted him with the implacable rancour 
which belongs to such abject natures. 
Many of them even invested their pro¬ 
perty in India stock merely that they 
might be better able to annoy the mail 
whose firmness bad set hounds to their 



rapacity. Lying newspapers were sot up 
for no purpose but to abuse him ; and the 
temper of the public mind was then such 
that these arts, which, under ordinary 
circumstances, would have been ineffec¬ 
tual against truth and merit, produced an 
extraordinary impression. 

“ The great events which had taken place 
in India had called into existence a new 
class of Englishmen, to whom their coun¬ 
trymen gave the name of Nabobs. These 
persons had generally sprung from fami¬ 
lies neither ancient nor opulent; they had 
generally been sent at an early age to the 
East; and the} had there acquired large 
fortunes, which they had brought back to 
their native land. It was,natural that, 
not having had much opportunity of 
mixing with the best society, they should 
exhibit some of the awkwardness and 
some of the pomposity of upstarts. ; t 
was natural that, during their sojourn in 
Asia, they should have acquired some. 










OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 


habits surprising, if uot dis- 
iersons who had never quitted 
t was natural that, having 
rgreat consideration in the East, 
they should not be disposed to sink into 
obscurity at home; and as they had 
money, and had not birth or high con¬ 
nexion, it was natural that they should 
display a little obtrusively the advantages 
which they possessed. Wherever they 
settled there was a kind of feud between 
them and the old nobility and gentry, 
similar to that which raged in France 
between the farmer-general and the mar¬ 
quis. This enmity to the aristocracy long 
continued to distinguish the servants of 
the company. More than twenty years 
after the time of which we are now speak¬ 
ing, Burke pronounced that among the 
Jacobins might be reckoned ‘ the East 
Indians almost to a man, who cannot 
bear to find that their present importance 
does not bear a proportion to their 
wealth/”* According to the same able 
sketch of what the rich men of the East 
were, or rather what they were considered 
to be, in their palmy days, the nabobs, 
whose exploits and services were little 
understood in England, were universally 
odious: the humane man was horror- 
struck at the way in wdiich they had got 
their money, and the thrifty man at the 
way in which they spent it; they were 
accused of raising the price of everything 
where they settled, “ from fresh eggs to 
rotten boroughs,”—the latter a commodity 
in which they dealt largely; they were 
hated by the class from which they had 
sprung, and by that into which they 
attempted to force themselves; f the 


* Art. on Malcolm's I.ife of Clive. 

•}• It is to be noticed, however, that not a few 
of these men from the East, called, and treated 
ns. parvenus, could boast good stock and lineage. 
The tamily of Clive, for example, though fallen 
upon poverty and evil days, was ancient ami of 
good repute in Shropshire, where they had pos¬ 
sessed tho estate or Styche (the hero's birth¬ 
place), in the parish of Moreton-Say, near Market 
Drayton, for many generations. It. is said that 
the first establishment of the ('lives in those 
parts dates from the rv.ign of Henry II. The 
family of Warren Hastings claimed a si ill more 
ancient descent. His own grandfather, who is 
said to have been an antiquary of uo mean repu¬ 
tation, pretended to trace back their pedigree to 
Hastings, the Pane, and to a period long pre¬ 
ceding the Norman conquest—the starting point 



foibles of corned)', the extravag 

surdities of farce, and the darkest _ 

of tragedy, were mixed up in the popular 
conception of a nabob; and writers, the 
most unlike in sentiment and style— 
methodists and libertines, philosophers 
and buffoons—joined iu decrying the 
whole class, filling sermons and jest- 
books, essays, farces, and novels, with 
denunciations, satire, strictures, lampoons, 
and every kind of abuse directed against 
them. Such was the popular estimate of 
nabobs; aud Clive, the greatest of them 
all, was held to be the worst. It was ri 
vain that he was kind and liberal to his 
servants, bountiful to his friends, generous 
on all occasions, affectionate to his family, 
kind-hearted and hospitable; men per¬ 
sisted in considering him as an incarnate 
fiend, laying to his charge all the bad 
acts of all the English iu India—acts 
committed when lie was absent, nay, acts 
which he had manfully put down, mid se¬ 
verely punished—and believing every 
story that coidd lie invented against him. 
The peasantry in the neighbourhood of 
Claremont, in Surrey, where he hud 
raised one stately mansion, were perfectly 
convinced that the devil would one day 
carry him away bodily, in spite of hi* 
strong, thick walls; arid that they could 
hear, in the wind that sighed among the 
park trees, the moans of the Indian princes 
he had tortured to get at their treasure. 


of most of our proudest genealogies. This may 
have been a mere dream of the old antiquary; 
but it is said to be certain that the Hastings held 
the manor of Duylesford, in Worcestershire, in 
the reign of Edward I. But Olive's father, hav¬ 
ing a family of six sons and seven daughters, and 
much less than 500 1. a year to support, them (the 
estate not being worth more than that thirty 
years after, when the value of such proper!y had 
risen, and when the fortunate soldier had paid 
oil' certain mortgages and incumbrances), betook 
himself to the study of the law, and practised as 
a country lawyer for many years. As for Hast 
ings, his' family estate had been alienated 01 
reduced to wreck and ruin during the great civil 
war: his grandfather, the antiquary, was a poor 
country parson, and his father, l’yhuston Hast¬ 
ings, who married in his sixteenth year, was, as 
might be expected, still poorer than his grand¬ 
father. The future governor general of Bengal 
was indeed cradled in wretchedness,and brought 
up in squalor and poverty, until an uncle, who 
had a place in the Custom-house, took, charge of 
him, got him admitted a king's scholar at. West¬ 
minster school, and afterwards procured him the 
appointment of writer for Calcutta. 










CLIVE’S ELOQUENT DEFENCE. 



nr and his party, which had now 
/\m stronger in Leadc oh all-street, 
turned and exasperated by reports 
(founded, that the premier, Lord 
North, and laird Rochford, then secre¬ 
tary of stale for the colonies, had invited 
Clive, through his friend 'VVedderburu, to 
aid them with his counsel and experience 


in settling some plan for the better govern¬ 
ment of India; and it was no secret that 
Clive on all occasions insisted that the 
cause of what was wrong lay rather iu 
the court of directors than in their ser¬ 
vants abroad; that all attempts at refor¬ 
mation abroad, until a thorough reforma¬ 
tion took place at home, could only be 
temporary, and in the end futile; that if 
an able, honest, and independent court of 
directors could net be procured at home, 
there was no salvation for the company.* 
Under these feelings the directors had 
recently put every engine in play to 
blacken his reputation ; and about a fort¬ 
night before the opeuing of the present 
session of parliament they had by the 
company’s secretary, informed him that 
the court of directors had lately received 
several papers containing charges respect¬ 
ing his management of affairs in Bengal, 
and that copies of these papers were on 
closed. These charges were signed by 
no one, and they were vague as well as 
anonymous. Clive proudly replied,.that 
upon the public records of the company, 
where the whole of his conduct was 
stated, they might find a sufficient con¬ 
futation of the papers they had trans¬ 
mitted to him ; and that he could not but 
suppose, that if any part of his conduct 
bad been injurious to the service, contra¬ 
dictory to his engagements, or even myste¬ 
rious, four years and a half since his re¬ 
turn to England would not have elapsed 
without his being called to account. 
These charges, however, were known to 
the public before parliament met, and 
** Sulivan in his speech hinted at them. 
Clive, who was in the House, rose to 
speak in his own defence, and he de¬ 
livered a speech which astonished every 
one, by its strong sense, high spirit, and 
even high eloquence. He had seldom 


* Clive’s Letters, in Life by Sir John Mal¬ 
colm. 


spoken before, and on t.ho 
in a brief and homely, or 
ner; but this time he had 
self for the defence of his 
property', which were equally aimed at, 
and he convinced the most practised and 
most applauded speakers that he might 
easily have made himself a great orator. 
The first Pitt, now Earl of Chatham, was 
that night under the gallery of the House 
of Commons, and he declared that it was 
“ one of the most finished pieces of elo¬ 
quence he had ever heard in that House.” 
“ The House,” said Clive, “ will give me 
leave to remove e vil impressions, and tc 
endeavour to restore myself to its favour¬ 
able opinion. Nor do 1 w ish to lay my 
conduct before this House only; I speak 
likewise to my country in general, upon 
whom I put myself, not only without 
reluctance but with alacrity.” lie rapidly 
sketched the history of his proceed ill's 
during bis last mission to Calcutta, which 
the directors, after all their plaudits, had 
selected for their hostile charges; he told 
the House how he had cleansed that 
Augean stable, and how this conduct had 
raised him a host of enemies. “ It is that 
conduct,” he exclaimed, “ which ha3 oc¬ 
casioned the' publio papers to teem with 
scurrility and abuse against me ever since 
ray return to England. It is that con¬ 
duct which nas occasioned these charges. 
But it is that conduct which enables me 
now, w hen the day of judgment is come, 
to look my judges iu the face. It is that 
conduct which enables me to lay my haud 
upon my heart and most solemnly to de¬ 
clare to this House, to the gallery, and to 
the whole world at large, that I never, in 
a single instance, lost sight of what J 
thought the honour and true interest of 
my country' and the company ; that I was 
never guilty of any acts of violence or 
oppression, unless the bringing offenders 
to justice can be deemed so; that, as to 
extortion, such an idea never entered into 
my mind ; that I did nov suffer those un¬ 
der me to commit any acts of violence, 
oppression, or extortion: that my influ¬ 
ence. was never employed for the advan¬ 
tage of any man, contrary to the strictest 
principles of honour and justice; and 
that, so far from reaping any benefit my¬ 
self from the expedition, I returned t.) 
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/many thousand pounds out of 
Ont f of the charges in the anony- 
r^papel's was, that during that mission 
he had made money by monopolizing cot¬ 
ton. To this he replied, m evident irritation 
and pride,—“ Trade was not my profes¬ 
sion. My line has been military and po¬ 
litical. I owe all 1 have in the world to 
my having t een at the head of an prmv; 
uud, as to cotton, 1 know no more about 
it than the pope of Rome.” Another of 
the charges was, that he had monopolized 
diamonds. After observing that at that 
period there were only two ways by which 
a servant of the company could remit his 
fortune to England by bills on the com¬ 
pany, or by diamonds—that, in conse¬ 
quence of his exertions, the treasury at 
Calcutta was so rich, that it would not 
receive money for such bills, and that 
therefore he had sent an agent into a dis¬ 
tant and independent part of India to in¬ 
vest his money in precious stones; lie 
added - “ Those diamonds were not sent 
heme clandestinely. I caused them to bo 
registered; I paid the duties upon them; 
and these remittances turned out three 
per cent worse than bills of exchange 
upon the company. This is all I know 
of a monopoly of diamonds.” By a sur¬ 
prising boldness, on the part of those who 
made it, another charge was that he had 
occasioned the late famine in Bengal by 
establishing “ a monopoly of salt, betel- 
nut, tobacco, and other commodities.” 
“ How,” said Clive, “a monopoly of salt, 
betel-nut, and tobacco, in the years 1765 
and 1766, could occasion a want of rain 
and scarcity of rice in the year 1 770 is 
past my comprehension. 1 confess I can¬ 
not answer that part of this article ; and 
as to the other commodities , as they have 
not been specified, 1 cannot say anything 
to them.” He defended the appropria¬ 
tion of the salt trade to the payment of 
proper salaries, and his acceptance of 
Meor Jaffiers legacy, of which he had 
made a donation for improving the com¬ 
pany’s military service, and for providing 
for the unfortunate. From defending his 
own conduct he proceeded to attack the 
conduct of others, and to throw back the 
Marne on his accusers. “ I attribute,” he 
said, “ the present bad situation of affairs 
four causes: a relaxation of govern¬ 



ment in my successors; great negj^eef _ 
the part of administration; notorious nm- 
conduet on the part of the directors; and 
the violent and outrageous proceedings of 
general courts,” He argued that all the 
evils were aggravated by the system of 
annual elections atLeadenhall-street; that 
one-half of the year was employed by the 
directors in discharging obligations con¬ 
tracted by their last election, and the se¬ 
cond half of the year spent in incurring 
new obligations for securing their elec¬ 
tion the next year by clandestine bar¬ 
gains with proprietors and others, and the 
daily sacrifice of some interest of the com¬ 
pany. Hence, he said, the orders sent 
out to India had been so fluctuating, and 
in many instances so unintelligible, that 
the servants in the country, who, to say 
the truth, had generally understood the 
interests of the company much better than 
the directors, had in many instances fol¬ 
lowed their own opinion rather than their 
orders.* 

One effect of this remarkable speech 
was that (dive’s enemies changed their 
mode of attack, and, leaving bis last nd- 
ministiation in India ns unassailable, 
turned their arms against the events and 
deeds of his earlier life. Sulivan obtained 
leave to bring in the bill without a divi¬ 
sion, but, although it was afterwards 
read a first and second time, and also 
committed, it was ultimately dropped. 
Meanwhile, in April, 177^, three days 
before the bill was brought in, it was re¬ 
presented by the opposition that the sus¬ 
picions of the country w ere excited, and 
that a full inquiry into the past ought to 
precede any legislation for the future, and 
a motion was made anil carried for the 
appointing a select committee to make the 
necessary inquiry. The members of the 
select committee, thirty-oue iu number, 
were appointed by ballot, and Colonel 
Burgoyne, who had proposed it, was 
chosen chairman. Burgoyne, who was 
distinguishing himself as a debater, and 
giving that trouble to ministers which is 
said to have led to their employing him 


* The speech, which, with the documents* read 
in the course of it, (ills nearly forty columns of 
the VaTlvnncntaTY History, in there stated to be 
pnven from Clive’s own corrected copy. 
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:?ca ii few years after, was exceed- 
bosme to Clive, and exceedingly 
collect materials for a grand 
tton speech. Governor Johnstone, 
another leaning orator in the house, and 
brother to Johnstone the member of coun¬ 
cil at Calcutta, w hose face Clive had made 
pale and long, was also a member of the 
committee, and took a leading part in 
their proceedings. There were other 
men in it almost equally hostile to Clive; 
but his lordship himself was a member, 
as was also his friend and dependant, Mr. 
Strachey, who had accompanied him in 
his lust mission to Calcutta. The most 
violent personal feelings instantly showed 
themselves: instead of inquiring, in the 
words of Burgoyne’s motion, into the 
nature, state, and condition of the East 
India Company, and of the British affairs 
ip the East Indies generally, the select 
committee directed their inquiry almost 
exclusively to the conduct of Lord Clive, 
carefully shunning his last administra¬ 
tion, and going back fifteen years to the 
dethronement of Suraj-u-Dowlah. But, 
notwithstanding an evident disposition to 
hurry over the business and to receive 
any evidence against Cli ve, the committee 
had made little progress when parliament 
rose, and, though they had engaged to sit 
during the summer, they could seldom 
collect a quorum. The parliament had 
hardly risen when the pecuniary embar¬ 
rassments of the company became too 
great and pressing to be concealed. On 
the 17th of March, in their anxiety to 
captivate the shareholders, the court of 
directors had recommended an augmenta¬ 
tion of the dividend from twelve to twelve 
and a-half, and the necessary votes were 
carried through both couits by over¬ 
whelming majorities, and this, too, though 
many must have known there 'was not 
money in the treasury to meet the bills 
that were falling due. But at the begin¬ 
ning of the month of July their cashier j 
drew Mr. Sul ivan’s attention to this im- I 
porta at fact. A committee of treasury I 
was called forthwith, and, upon an esfi- I 
mate of receipts and payments for the 
months of July, August, September, anti 
October, it appeared there would be a de¬ 
ficit of 1,293,000/. On the 15th of July 
the directors applied to the Bank of Eng¬ 



land for a loan of 400,000/. fo! 

months, which was granted ; and on __ _ 

29th of July they asked a further loan of 
300,000/., but only got 200,000/., the 
Bank directors being somewhat alarmed. 

On the 10th of August Mr. Sulivan and 
the chairman waited upon the minister, 
and announced the insolvency and ruin 
of the company as inevitable if they were 
not allowed to borrow at least a million 
more from the public. It happened to them 
as to other men when reduced to the dis¬ 
agreeable condition of borrowers. Those 
from whom they asked money thought pro¬ 
per to give them advice, and to interfere in 
their affairs. They were in a manner at 
the mercy of ministers, and ministers soon 
determined to remodel their constitution, 
and make several impoi tant changes, not¬ 
withstanding the letter of their charters, 
which had been granted under totally dif¬ 
ferent circumstances—to a body of traders 
and merchant adventurers, and not to 
merchant princes, and lords and masters 
of provinces and kingdoms. For the pre¬ 
sent, however, Lord North received the 
chairman and deputy-chairman with dry¬ 
ness and reserve, merely referring them 
to parliament for the aid and assistance 
they wanted. By a strange perversion 
of*reason or argument Clive has been ac¬ 
cused of being the main cause of the com¬ 
pany’s difficulties, from his predicting to 
them that an immense surplus would r.c- 
cme annually from Bengal, after his set¬ 
tling affairs and correcting abuses there. 
This sanguine promise, it is said, ren¬ 
dered the directors careless and extrava¬ 
gant, and induced them to raise their di ¬ 
vidends, and to agree to pay the 400,000/, 
per annum into the national exchequer. 
But Clive’s system of economy, regula¬ 
rity, aud vigilance had been abandoned 
as soon as he left India, and circumstances 
which he could neither foresee nor con¬ 
trol had occurred in that country. For 
example, the presidency of Madras, by 
engaging in and shamefully mismanaging 
the new wars in the Carnatic, had acted 
as a continual drain on the treasury at 
Calcutta; extensive fortifications and 
cantonments which Clive considered 
wholly unnecessary hud been undertaken 
at Calcutta and other places in Bengal, 
the engineers, contractors, and all on- 
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C their construe don being allowed 
__^ke/lie most extravagant bargains; 
nefarious abuses, which Clive 
vorrtuhave stopped with the strong hand 
in an instant, had crept into the commis¬ 
sariat and all other departments of the 
public service; and finally the rich plains 
of Bengal had been depopulated by a ter¬ 
rible famine. To use a familiar illustra¬ 
tion, Clive may be compared to a mer¬ 
chant who makes over a fine business to 
another, showing by his boohs that it is 
worth 10,000/. a year, and may be made 
worth more by industry, intelligence, and 
economy. And is that merchant to be 
blamed if the successor in his business, by 
negligence, -stupidity, and extravagance, 
by making bad debts, by allowing his 
clerks and servants to plunder him, by 
building town-houses and country-houses, 
starves his business, reduces its value, and 
then, by a fearful visitation of nature—a 
famine, a cholera, or a plague—finds one- 
third of his customers swept away, and 
himself in a state of insolvency ? 

During the, k iecess Clive had an audi¬ 
ence of the king upon being appointed 
lord-lieutenant of the eoumy of Salop,* 
and his majesty talked with him in pri¬ 
vate upon Indian affairs for nearly half 
an hour, and with much interest and kind¬ 
ness. His lordship also saw the procras¬ 
tinating premier. “ But,*' said he, in a 
letter written after the interview, “ Lord 
North seemed industriously to avoid en¬ 
tering upon the subject of Indian affairs, 
and 1 do verily believe, from sheer indo¬ 
lence of temper, he wishes to leave every¬ 
thing to Providence and the directors.”! 
These little incidents are interesting, as 
helping to make out the character both of 
the minister and the sovereign, and as 
showing, what is every day becoming 
more apparent, George III/s confirmed 
habit of consulting, scheming, and acting 
by himself, and without the presence or 

* Tn the following month of December lie was 
appointed lord-lieutenant of Montgomeryshire. 
In the course of the sun e yeai he was installed a 
Knight of the Bath, the king having conferred 
the honour upon him some time before. Other 
honours were not wanting. The queen had 
stood godmother to his second daughter, Char¬ 
lotte, and the University of Oxford had con 
ferred upon him the degree of LL.D. 

f Letter to Mr. Slracney. 


concurrence of his ministers. 

doubt on the king's own movemeh^_ 

not through any impatient activity on the 
part of Lord North, that parliament was 
assembled much earlier than usual,* and 
that the speech from the throne acquainted 
the Housesdhat he wished to give them an 
early opportunity of informing themselves 
fully of the true state of the company's 
affairs, and of making such provisions for 
the common benefit and security of all the 
various interests concerned as they should 
find best adapted to the exigences of the 
case. To anticipate government, whose 
aid they wanted without its interference, 
the company bad once more bad recourse 
to the plan of appointing supervisors, with 
full powers for the regulation of their af¬ 
fairs abroad; and before the meeting of 
parliament they had actually named six 
gentlemen to the difficult office. The su¬ 
pervisors, however, had not taken their 
departure lor India, and ministers were 
determined to annul their powers. On 
the very day on which the address was 
voted in the House of Commons, Lord 
North, who was dissatisfied with the select 
committee appointed in the preceding 
session, moved that, for the better ascer¬ 
taining the distresses and the real condi¬ 
tion of the company, a secret committee 
of only thirteen members should be ap¬ 
pointed, with power to inspect the books 
and accounts of the said company. In 
spite of a violent opposition trom the 
East India directors ant? others this com¬ 
mittee of secrecy was appointed. At the 
same time Burgoyne vindicated the pro¬ 
ceedings of the select committee; de¬ 
clared that its inquiries would disclose 
such a scene of iniquity, rapine, and in¬ 
justice, such unheard-of cruelties, as were 
never before discovered: and insisted 
that its proceedings ought on no account 
to be interrupted. Ministers were not 
disposed to any invidious exertion in 
favour of Clive ; it was agreed that the 
select committee should be continued; 
and thus there were two committees of 
inquiry proceeding with their investiga 
Lions at the same time. In a very few 
days the committee of secrecy recom¬ 
mended that the company should instantly 

* On the 26 th of November. 
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from sending out the new 
; they had appointed, and a bill 
Effect, after another sharp struggle, 
fearried through both houses, to the 
great disappointment and vexation of the 
court of directors, who still pretended that 
they alone had the competency and the 
right to regulate the affairs of India. 
Clive, who spoke in the debate on the bill, 
said he regretted to find the company con¬ 
tending with parliament, because when¬ 
ever their rights to their great territorial 
possessions should be examined they 
would be disputed, and might become the 
actual possession not of the company but 
of the crown. He regretted that the 
company and parliament had not agreed 
to share the labours and honours of the 
good work between them. “ l consider,” 
said he, “ the interests of the company 
and the interests of this nation as insepa¬ 
rable ; and, with respect to the supervi¬ 
sors, I was and continue to be against 
them. I consider this hill as an exertion 
indeed of parliamentary authority, yet an 
extremely necessary one, and I could 
wish that the company had met this house 
half-way instead of petitioning and quar¬ 
relling with the mouth that is to feed 
them. With respect to the gentlemen 
nominated for the supervision, they are 
themselves the best judges whether their 
abilities and integrity are equal to the 
important service in which they were to 
engage. Had they, Sir, known the East 
Indies as well as I do, they would shudder 
at the bare idea of such a perplexing and 
difficult service. The most rigid integ¬ 
rity with the greatest disinterestedness — 
the greatest abilities with resolution and 
perseverance — must be united in the man 
or men who undertake to reform the ac¬ 
cumulating evils which exist in Bengal, 
and which threaten to involve the nation 
and the company in one common ruin.” 

The dissatisfied court of directors had 
still no resource but in parliament ; and 
on the 24th of February (1773), after 
having reduced their divideud from 12j to 
6 per cent., a general court passed a vote 
that application should be made to the 
Commons for a loan of erne million and a 
half for four years, at 4 per cent, interest. 
This demand, or humble petition, was 
presented on the 9th of March. Ministers, 


making some material alterations 1 
company’s propositions, offered to^ 
1,400,000/. at 4 per cent., and to give up 
the claim of 400,000/. a year, which 'the 
company had been paying from their ter¬ 
ritorial revenues, till this debt should be 
discharged; but insisted upon binding 
them strictly never to raise their dividends 
above 6 per cent, until this debt should be 
discharged. By complying with these 
and some other restrictions and conditions 
the company were to remain in possession 
of all the territories they had acquired for 
six years to come, when their charter 
would expire. The company petitioned 
against these terms, as harsh, arbitrary, 
and illegal: their orators in the House 
harangued vehemently ; but all was of no 
use: they could not do without the money, 
the minister was determined to let them 
have it only on Ins own conditions, and 
everything he proposed was carried by a 
large majority. Nor did Lord North 
cease his interference here. Clive and 
others had represented to the minister, and 
also to the king, who was neither without 
previous information nor the previous de¬ 
termination or wish to un-democratize the 
constitution of the East India House, that 
the court of proprietors was a bear-garden 
ever full of noise, confusion, anarchy, and 
the lowest and most selfish intrigues, and 
that their mode of checking the court of 
directors, and the direct influence and in¬ 
timidation they exercised over the direc¬ 
tors when elected, must for ever prove an 
obstacle to all good and permanent ma¬ 
nagement and government. As if to pre¬ 
pare his way by an act of kindness, the 
minister, on the 27th of April, granted the 
company that fatal leave to export tea to 
America duty-free — a bonus which led to 
the tea riots at Boston, and which as¬ 
suredly hurried on the American revolu¬ 
tion—and then, on the 3rd of May, he 
introduced a series of propositions, tending 
to an entire, and, as we think, beneficial 
change in the constitution of the company. 
The principal of these were: — 1st. That 
the court of directors should in future, 
instead of being chosen annually, be 
elected for four years; six members an¬ 
nually, but none to hold their seats for 
longer than four years; 2nd. That the 
qualification stock should be 1000/. instead 
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hat 3000/. should give two 
/ G000/. three votes ; 3rd. That, 
mayor’s court at Calcutta, 
the jurisdiction of which was limited to 
small mercantile causes, a supreme court 
of judicature, consisting of a chief justice 
and three puisne judges, should be ap¬ 
pointed by the crown, w ith great and ex¬ 
tended powers of cognizance over the civil 
and criminal jurisdiction of the subjects of 
England, their servants and dependants, 
residing within the company’s territories 
in Bengal; 4th. That a governor-general, 
w ith four counsellors, should be appointed 
to Fort William, and vested with full 
powers over the other presidencies. When 
any differences occurred, the opinion of 
the majority was to be decisive'; and this 
hoard was to be directed by the act to 
transmit regular reports .Of its proceedings 
to the directors, who were, within fourteen 
days of the receipt of their dispatches, to 
furnish copies of them to one of his ma¬ 
jesty’s secretaries of state, to whom they 
were also to send copies of any rules and 
ordinations which they made; and these 
were, if disapproved by his majesty, to 
become null and void. It was further 
proposed that the nomination of the first 
governor-general and members of council 
should he vested in parliament by the act, 
and should be for five years, after which 
the nomination to those high offices should 
revert to the court of directors, but still 
subject to the approbation of the crown. 
Lastly, it was to be enacted that no person 
in India, in the service either of the king 
or of the company, should henceforth be 
allowed to receive any presents from the 
native nabobs, rajahs, ministers, agents, 
or others; and that the governor-general, 
members of council, and judges should be 
excluded from all commercial pursuits 
and profits. This “ Regulating Act,” 
as they called it, was to come into 
operation, in England on the 1st of Octo¬ 
ber, 1773, and in India on the 1st of 
August, 1774. 

The court of directors, the court of 
proprietors, and nearly all men interested 
in the affairs of the East Indies, raised a 
storm ten times louder than before: and 
they courted and obtained the influence of 
the corporation of the city of London, 
which was then in the most determined 



opposition'to government, and 
thing done or proposed by Lord 
Remonstrances and petitions poured iu 
upon parliament, but did not affect the 
votes of the large ministerial majority. 
It was curious to hear that anomalous 
body, the company, which assumed to 
exercise an absolute authority over fifteen 
millions of men, and which certainly had 
not yet learned the slow and difficult task 
of exercising that authority with modera¬ 
tion and wisdom, and for the greater hap¬ 
piness of the natives, resting one of their 
greatest complaints on the injury that 
would be done by the ministerial altera¬ 
tions to constitutional liberty, the rights 
of election, &c. The raising of the quali¬ 
fication of the voters, by which about 1200 
proprietors were disfranchised, was held 
up as a. political enormity then, and it 
appears to have been considered in the 
same light many years after the struggle, 
the excitement, and the violence were 
over. Mr. Mill seems to deplore it as a 
blow struck at the power of the demo¬ 
cracy. “In one respect,” says he, “ the 
present experiment fulfilled the purpose 
very completely for which it was intended. 
It followed the current of that policy 
which for many reasons has run with per¬ 
fect regularity and considerable strength, 
diminishing the influence of numbers in 
affairs of government, and reducing things 
as much as possible to the oligarchical 
state.” * To this lamentation may be op¬ 
posed the unruly, blundering, selfish, and 
corrupt conduct of the court of proprietors, 
and the very serious facts that they, from 
the immediate and incessant control they 
exercised over the directors, were almost 
as much an executive as an elective body; 
that such a niuiierous executive had never 
been known to go right and straight; that 
they were as far as possible from promising 
to be an exception to this unchanged and 
unchangeable rule; and that their mistakes 
and faults directly affected the prosperity 
of thousands of individuals at home and 
of millions abroad. Complaints were also 
made that, by rendering the situation of 
director of four years’ duration instead of 
one, and free for that time from the con¬ 
trol of the court of proprietors, the in- 
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pd operation of the ministry 
l/bfe/great and certain; hut then, on 
hand, the annual elections had 

__ proved most mischievous ; they had, 

as Clive affirmed, swallowed up nearly all 
the time and attention of the directors, 
and new members of that body were liable 
to be outvoted and turned out of office 
just as they were beginning to learn its 
duties, or to kuow something of the com¬ 
plicated machine which was to be super¬ 
intended. There were defects, and of a 
serious nature, in the measure proposed by 
ministers, who do not appear to have con¬ 
sidered it as final, but rather in the light 
of an experiment which might be modi¬ 
fied and altered as time and experience 
should point out. Such as they were, their 
proposals were embodied in two acts, 
which were carried through both Houses 



by immense majorities, and receive., 
royal assent forthwith. The coni|kuJk 
continued their complaints and lamenta¬ 
tions, but, except among the Wilkites in 
the city, they found very little sympathy. 
They had, in fact, grown unpopular as a 
body, and, whatever doubts may have 
been entertained in some quarters as to 
the wisdom of the new measures, or the 
propriety of augmenting the authority of 
parliament,^ which then signified little 
‘ die 


more than the influence of the court and 
ministry, the universal feeling appears to 
have been that some interference was in¬ 
dispensable, and that what was no 
longer a group of factories, but an empire, 
ought not to be trusted to the sole ma¬ 
nagement of a trading company, who 
bought and sold fractions of principali¬ 
ties and powers in ’Change Alley. 
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1773. —WARREN HASTINGS GOVERNOR-GENERAL. 


I n proceeding to the choice of the first 
governor-general of Bengal there was 
scarcely any difference of opinion as to 
the person most fit for the responsible, 
delicate, and difficult post. Long expe¬ 
rience, proved ability, and other merits, 
all pointed to Mr. Warren Hastings, 'who 
was accordingly named by the new par¬ 
liamentary authority. Clive, though he 
had not invariably had cause to be pleased 
with the conduct of Hastings, once his 
protege, considered him the best man 
that could be selected, and he hastened to 
congratulate him on the honour of being 
the First Governor-General. In so 
doing, however, Olive expressed a doubt, 
in the shape of a hope, and this was, 
whether his colleagues in the council 
would act in harmony with him. It is 
especially deserving of observation that, 
the principal misgiving Clive entertained 
with regfard to Warren Hastings was, 
that he might err through overmuch 
good-nature and easiness and amiability 
of temper.* The four members of coun¬ 

* Some time befoTCthis, when Hastings was 
removed from his secondary post in the council 
of Madras to bo head of the council and governor 
of Calcutta, Clive said to him, In a letter full of 
ractical wisdom and proper rules for his con- 
uct—“ From the knowledge 1 have of yon f 
am convinced that you have not only abilities 
and personal resolution, but integrity and mode¬ 
ration with regard to riches: but! thought 1 dis¬ 
covered in you a diffidence in your own judg¬ 
ment, and too great an eiisiness of disposition, 
which may subject you, insonsiblv, to he led 
where you ought to guide." He furtner told him 
that., with a proper confidence in himself and a 
never-failing hope of success, he would lind op¬ 
portunities of making himself one of the most 
distinguished men of his country. All Clive’s 
behaviour to Hastings appears to have been 
generous and magnanimous. Hastings, after 
the lirst departure of Clive from Calcutta, had 
attached himsolf to Governor Vausittart, with 
whom he returned to Europe before Clive re 
turned to Calcutta in 1760, and through whom 


cil appointed with Warren Hastings, and 
each with powers nearly co-extensive 
with his own, were General Clavering, 
Colonel Monson, Mr. Harwell, and Mr. 
Philip Francis. 

In the mean while, both Indian com¬ 
mittees of the House of Commons, the 
select and the secret, had continued their 
occupations; and the first of the two, 
urged on by Bnrgoyne, the chairman, by 
Governor Johnstone, and by other men 
from whom impartiality and candour 
were as little to be expected, had taken a 
still more inquisitorial and personal turn. 
Clive was subjected to incessant examina- 


he became, to a considerable extent, connected 
with Sulivan, the mortal enemy of Clive. Has¬ 
tings had been so little influenced by the money¬ 
making spirit that, he had not been long In Eng 
land ere he found himself almost penniless. A 
common friend (Mr. Sykes), who had accom¬ 
panied Clive to India on liis reforming mission, 
and who had remained there as a member of the 
select committee, wrote to his lordship in March, 
1768—“ Your lordship knows my regard for Mr. 

Hastings.I have now brought his affairs 

nearly to a conclusion, and sorry 1 am to say 
they turn out more to the credit, of his modera¬ 
tion than knowledge of the world. He in almost 
literally worth nothing, and-viust return to India, or 
want bread. I therefore make it my earnest re¬ 
quest to your lordship, that, even if you cannot 
consistently promote his re-appointment to the 
company’s service, you will at least not give any 
opposition thereto.” Forgetting his personal 
piques, Clive, more powerful then than Sulivan, 
who could not have prevented the prolongation 
of Hastings’s distressing embarrassments, in¬ 
stantly used all his endeavours to get him out to 
Madras in a high and lucrative office: and if was 
through Clive that Hastings was made second in 
council at that presidency. And afterwards, 
when Vnnsittart and the other supervisors had 
^ r ono to the bottom of the ocean in the Aurora 
trigate, it was Clive that actively recommended 
Hastings to be governor of Calcutta, as the man 
in India the best fitted for the post. It was on 
seeing this appointment secured that Clive wrote 
the remarkable letter from which the paragraph 
at the beginning of this note is taken. 
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pfd. ^ross-exarainations; mutilated 

hken out of the company’s re- 
.7 eordrgythe company’s owu servants, was 
received as good evidence, upon the plea 
that it was impossible to spare time suf¬ 
ficient to search for facts among the* vast 
mass of papers at the India House. When 
Clive referred to the votes of approbation 
and the long sounding votes of thanks 
passed in a series of years by courts of 
directors and general courts, recorded 
and preserved in the same depot in 
Leaden ha 11-street, he was no more re¬ 
garded than if they had been passed and 
registered in the moon. We would im¬ 
press on the reader's mind a deep convic¬ 
tion of the money-getting spirit, the greed, 
the corruption, the jobbery of our public 
men, patriots included, at this low r and 
mean period of English home history; and 
convey the notion that strict honour, dis¬ 
interestedness, a superiority to temptation, 
and an incapability of treachery and base¬ 
ness were things not to be expected in so 
distant and so peculiar a field as India, 
when they had no recognisable existence 
in any of the high places in England. 
The palms of the patriots sitting in either 
committee must have itched at the long 
array upon paper of rupees and lacs of 
rupees; and it may be pretty safely 
doubted whether there was one of Clive’s 
accusers and tormentors that would, at 
Moorshedabad, have rested satisfied with 
the large sum he took when it was so 
easy to make it larger,."when there was 
absolutely no limit to his acquisitions hut 
his own moderation.* On one occasion, 
when irritated in the extreme, and when 
the scenes of the past Were forced upon 
his mind and upon his vision as a present 
reality, he vividly described his entrance 
into Moorshedabad and into the rich 
treasury of the flying tyrant Suraj-u- 
Dowlah:—there was the new nabob, 
Meer Jaffier, a creature of his making, 
and absolutely dependent on his will ; 
there was a populous and opulent city 
offering immense sums to be saved from 
a plunder which was never intended; 
there were the Hindoo seits or bankers 
bidding against each other for his favour ; 
there were vaults piled with gold and 


Mr. Macaulay. 



crowned with rubies and diamonds, an 
was at liberty to help himself;—and I 
bursting away from a picture as dazzling 
as Sinbad’s valley of diamonds, he ex-* 
claimed, “ By God, Mr. Chairman, at this 
moment I stand astonished at my own 
moderation I” Ho had unquestionably 
been guil ty in the East of deception, subter¬ 
fuge, and fraud; but these practices were 
alien to his frank and. fiery nature. Both 
before the committee and before the whole 
House he was candid, bold, open, com¬ 
municative even to excess, making no at¬ 
tempts either at concealment or palliation, 
but insisting that what lie had done "was no 
more then he was bound to do under all the 
circumstances of the ease, and that what he 
had received was lawful for him to take. 

On the 10th of May of the following year. 
1773, on the order of the day being real^ 
for taking into consideration the report 
of the select committee appointed in the 
preceding session, and also certain re¬ 
ports lately presented from a similar 
committee appointed in the present ses¬ 
sion, Colonel Burgoyne, who, as chair¬ 
man, had brought them up, declared the 
said reports contained an account of the 
most atrocious and most revolting crimes. 
The black-hole and its horrors were all 
forgotten; the cruelty, the perfidy of 
Suraj-u-Dowlah were consigned to the 
same charitable oblivion ; and it was re¬ 
presented by the military orator, w r ho bad 
had no friend or brother in the horrible 
catastrophe at Calcutta, that the dethrone¬ 
ment of that prince was the greatest of 
crimes, and the real cause of all the revo¬ 
lutions and mischiefs which had ensued 
since then. Upon better ground, Bur- 
goyue denounced the fictitious treaty with 
Omichuud; yet he'took an incorrect view 
of the subject of Admiral Watson’s signa¬ 
ture, and throughout the transaction laid 
the whole blame upon Clive, although 
nothing was more notorious, or more ca¬ 
pable of proof by written and every other 
kind of evidence, than that the whole 
council had concurred and co-operated in 
that deception as in all other parts of the 
revolution of 1757. He maintained that 
Clive ought to be stripped of his wealth, 
as it had been extorted by military force, 
and as, like all acquisitions made from 
foreign powers, it of right belonged to 
K. 2 
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ATLid he mowed thvee # resolutioii3 
fotimct,* winding up with the 

___ an intention not to stop here, 

but to compel all who hud acquired sums 
of money m the way alluded to to make 
fall and complete restitution to the public. 
Clive made another very able speech, but 
a speech not calculated to conciliate any 
party. According to one who was pre¬ 
sents, and who was friendly to him, “ he 
laid about him on all sides; he repre¬ 
hended the court of directors past and 
present, the court of proprietors, the citi¬ 
zens of London, the country gentlemen 
of England, the servants of the company 
abroad, the secret and select committees, 
the opposition, the minister and ministry. 
He paid a compliment to the king. lie 
declared he would support government 
where he could do it honourably. He 
offended the opposition without gaining 
the minister/’ These were not the par¬ 
liamentary tactics of a mean low mind, of 
one to whom truckling, duplicity, and de¬ 
ception cost nothing when they suited Lis 
interest and purpose. He complained of 
the slander and abuse thrown upon him 
by the newspaper press, which had called 
him, and which kept calling him, villain, 
scoundrel, thief, murderer, assassin, &c. j 
lm explained the circumstances of the 
revolution undertaken against Suraj-u- 
Dowlah, so far as he was concerned in it 
—for, in fact, while he was thousands or 
many hundred of miles off, absent in 
England or serving on the Coromandel 
coast, events had occurred which hardly 
left any other alternative than the deposi¬ 
tion of that nabob or the retreat and flight 
of the English from Bengal; and, if there 
were anything wrong or impolitic in the 
conduct of the English there previous to 
Suraj-u-Dowlah’s march and siege, he 


* The three resolutions were—“ I. That all 
acquisitions, made under the influence of a mili¬ 
tary force, or by treaty with foreign princes, do 
of right belong to the state ; if. That to appro¬ 
priate acquisitions so made to the private emolu¬ 
ment of persons intrusted with any civil or 
military power of the state is illegal; ill. That 
very great sums of money, and other valuable 
property have been acquired in Uengal, from 
princes and others of that country, by persons 
intrusted with the military and civil powers of 
the state, by means of such powers; which sums 
*>f money and valuable property hare been ap¬ 
propriated to the private use of such persons.” 



had as little to do with that coijdiStlasj 
Burgoyne or any other membertyf the 
House of Commons; he defended the 
legality of the presents he had accepted 
of, both in point of law and of justice; he 
once more referred to the honours lie had 
received, not merely from the company 
bat also from the crown, in consequence 
of the very ’exploits and acts for which 
they were now arraigning him like a 
culprit and felon; and he concluded by 
saying—“ If the record of my services at 
the India House,* if the defence I have 
twice made in this House, and if the ap¬ 
probation I have already met with, is not 
an answer to the attack that has been 
made upon me, I certainly can make 
none/'f His friend Wedderburn, who 
was at issue with Thurlow, the attorney- 
general, but backed by the other great 
lawyers, made an eloquent and argu¬ 
mentative speech against Burgoyne’s re¬ 
solutions, representing that they were 
founded in envy and illiberality, narrow, 
pointed at individuals, and not at that 
future reformation of our management of 
Indian affairs which ought to have been 
the grand object of the committee’s in¬ 
quiry ; and that, above all, the evidence 
on which some of the facts rested was 
indecisive and defective, and the conclu¬ 
sions drawn from other facts erroneous 
and unjust as far as concerned Lord Clive 


* While Clive was on hi* last' voyage from 
Calcutta—on the 18th of March, 1767—it was 
move! in a general court that the important 
services rendered to the country by Lord Clive 
merited a general acknowledgment and return, 
and that a grant to his lordship and his personal 
representatives, of an additional term in the 
jay hire of ten years, commencing from the ter¬ 
mination of his iordsliip’s present, rights therein, 
would be a proper acknowledgment and return 
for such Important services* This was carried by 
466 against 264; and on the 24th of the same 
month the grant for ter? years was made and 
declared. 

f According to the account in the Parlia¬ 
mentary History, these last, words were the 
whole speecli that Clive made on this occasion. 
When he rose, it. is stated, immediately after 
Wedderburn sate down, Mr. Ongley rose at. the 
same time, and exclaimed that the noble lord 
was a long speech-maker, and perhaps t he House 
might have another speech of two hours and 
twenty minutes; upon which Clive fissured the 
House that he should trouble them not five 
minutes—and then delivered the few sentences 
quoted in the text. 
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/and without the council, 
-vho is said to have been pre- 
_ Consulted, and to liave recom¬ 
mended the spoliatory process as a good 
means of making up part of the deficiencies 
in the Leadenhull-street treasury, replied 
as a lawyer to Wedderburn; and in the 
end Burgoyne’s resolutions were carried 
V ithout a division. Just one week after 
this—on the 17th of May,* 1773—Bur- 
goyne followed up his successes by point¬ 
ing his charges directly against Clive. 
He protested that he wished not to plun¬ 
der or impoverish his lordship; yet no¬ 
thing was so clear as that he must reduce 
him to poverty as well as disgrace., if he 
could command the majorities which had 
hitherto gone along with him. After 
deploring the inordinate and sinful appe¬ 
tite for money which had shown itself of 
late, and the national disgrace brought 
upon us by acts of plunder and injustice in 
the East, Burgoyne re-aflinued the prin¬ 
ciple—a principle which had never been 
admitted by any one Englishman in India 
from the commencement of our inter¬ 
course down to the time of Clive’s last 
administration, when he manfully en¬ 
forced the new order of the company to 
that effect —that no civil or military ser¬ 
vant, in treating with a foreign prince or 
state, could lawfully bargain for or ac¬ 
quire property for himself. Thus the 
donation at Moorshedabad was to be 
annulled, thus the jaghire was to be made 
void! But it entered not into Burgoyne’s 
law or morality, or into the notions of 
any of them, that the money and rents 
ought to be restored, or the right of the 
nabob to give them questioned. With a 
boldness which must have astonished 
some men in the House acquainted with 
the real state of the case, the orator pro¬ 
claimed that Suraj-u-Dowlab’s treaties 
merited confidence, and would have given 
to the English in the country all the 
security that was requisite, and con¬ 
demned Clive’s attack on the French at 
Chanderaagore, and insisted that his 
capture of that place was a breach of 
neutrality, a breach of treaty, and an act 
of gross injustice and provocation to the 
nabob, forgetting that in that very treaty 


* The Pari. Hist, says, on the 19lh. 



Suraj-u-Dowlah contracted an 
offensive and defensive with the 1 
engaging to consider their enemies as his 
own ; and that, before the attack on Chan- 
dernagore, the daring rhetoric, not of Clive, 
but of Admiral Watson had obtained the 
shuttling nabob’s assent. We were at open 
war with the French when Chanderaagore 
wattacked, so that that question had 
merely reference to the sovereign rights 
of the nabob: we were at peace — at least 
in Europe — with the Hutch, when they 
sent their armament up the Hooghly; 
hut Burgoyne, not feeling himself called 
upon in the working out of his plan of 
attack to refine upon international law, ac¬ 
knowledged that Lord Clive in the Dutch 
affair had shown perfect magnanimity 
and disinterestedness. But everything 
that happened after that event and during 
Clive’s five years’ absence in England 
was laid to his charge The dethrone¬ 
ment of Meer Jaffier, which Clive -would 
never have permitted if he had been in 
the country, the setting up of Meer Cos- 
sim, and then the dethroning Meer Cos- 
sim and the setting up again of Meer 
Jaffier, — all the blunders or worse of Go¬ 
vernor Vansittart, all the doings and the 
undoings, the ravellings and unravel- 
lings, the malversations and oppressions 
of that council which Clive put down, in 
spite of Mr. Johnstone and of every cabal 
and opposition, were laid to his charge. 
Nay, ‘more, lie was to bear the blame of 
those very offences, and at the same time 
to be punished for having corrected the 
offenders without — as was said —a suffi¬ 
cient attention to the delicacies and con¬ 
siderations of the English law, whifch 
would have been about as applicable to 
the case as the British constitution would 
have been suitable to the atmosphere of 
Moorshedabad or Delhi. Burgoyne, ac¬ 
knowledging that he was happy and 
proud to be esteemed the friend of Gover¬ 
nor Johnstone, the relative of one whose 
name had been mixed up in these trans¬ 
actions, declared that this should have no 
influence on his judgment — that he w ould 
not colour and conceal the conduct of that 
council, which he held to be unjustifiable 
— hut then the orator, who had set all 
the ordinary rules of evidence at defiance 
in England, condemned Clive for the 
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juch lie had procured evidence 
compared his proceedings to 
ie Inquisition, and called the 
letter written by Clive and the select 
committee acting with him, which con¬ 
tained the details of the delinquencies of 
Mr. Johnstone and his colleagues, an 
“ infamous letter.” Burgoyne concluded 
by mo\ing the following resolution:— 
“ That it appears to this House that the 
.Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, 
Baron of Plassey, &c., about the time of 
the deposition of Suraj-u-Dowlah, and 
the establishment of Meer Jaffier on the 
rausnud, through the influence of the 
powers with which he was intrusted us .a 
member of the select committee and com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the British forces, did 
obtain and possess himself of two lacs of 
rupees as commander-in-cluef, a further 
sum of two lacs and 80,000 rupees, as 
member of the select committee, and a 
further sura of sixteen lacs or more under 
the denomination of a private donation; 
which sums, amounting together to 
twenty lacs and 80,000 rupees, were of 
the value, in English money, of 234,00$.; 
and that, in so doing, the said Robert 
Lord Clive abused the power with which 
ho was intrusted, to the evil example of 
the servants of the public, and, to the dis¬ 
honour and detriment of the state.”— 
VVedderburn again took an active part in 
the debate, strenuously opposing the mo ¬ 
tion oa grounds both of law and equity. 
He said that the House was in danger of 
being led to commit rashly and inconsi¬ 
derately an act of crying injustice against 
one of the most illustrious men of the age 
He argued that the acceptance of pre¬ 
sents by Clive was justifiable by the an¬ 
cient laws and usages of India; that 
there was no law, ovder, or by-rule of 
the company prohibiting their servants 
from accepting them; and that to adopt tlu? 
present resolution would be to condemn 
his lordship upon an ex post facto law. 
He treated the select committee with very 
little respect; said that the evidence they 
had gone upon was of the most unsntis- 
fhetory kind, dint their report was neces¬ 
sarily a prejudiced one, and that for phe 
House to proceed upon it would be an act 
of* flagrant injustice. Mr. Rose Fuller 
spoke quite a.s freely of the select commit¬ 



tee and its performances, declaring _ 

his own knowledge, that the lati.er'pavt 
of their report was undoubtedly not true. 
Lord North, in delivering a common¬ 
place remark about the eq uality of justice, 
and the propriety of punishing great and 
splendid as well as mean and paltry of¬ 
fenders, hinted that it was veiy necessary 
to sift and examine the evidence. In 
the course of the debate Clive once more 
spoke for himself, and with the same un¬ 
compromising, unconciliating tone ns on 
the previous occasions. He said, “ After 
rendering my country the service which 
I think I may, without any degree of 
vanity, claim the merit of, and after hav¬ 
ing nearly exhausted a life full of em¬ 
ployment for the public welfare and the 
particular benefit of the East India Com¬ 
pany, I little thought that such transac¬ 
tions would have agitated the minds of 
my countrymen in proceedings like the 
present, tending to deprive me not only 
of vny property and the fortune which l 
have fairly acquired, but of that which I 
hold more dear to me—ray honour and 
reputation.” He pointed out ably and 
clearly the discrepancies and inaccura¬ 
cies in the reports, justified his whole 
conduct, civil and political, as open and 
undisguised, legal and above blame. He 
read extracts from his correspondence 
with Meer Jaffier and the India House, 
and finally the letter of the court of di¬ 
rectors, which contained their fujl appro¬ 
bation of his proceedings. He observed 
that, trained in the school of war and po¬ 
litics as he had ueeu for twenty years, 
he was now improving in the school of 
philosophy, and, if patience was a virtue, 
lie had no doubt of soon being very vir¬ 
tuous indeed. But in reality tlus long- 
enduring patience wan foreign to his na¬ 
ture, and was incompatible with his pre¬ 
sent state of bodily suffering,. Always 
quick and susceptible, he had become 
morbidly sensitive and irritable, from the 
continuance of mental torture and bodily 
disease, in reciprocal action and reaction. 
The insults he had recei ved from the se¬ 
lect committee had gone through him 
like an Indian arrow, and as he spoke he 
.■seemed to show the barb with the poison 
and his heart’s blood upon it. “ i have 
served my country,” said he, “ and the 
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* faithfully; and, had it been my 

_ [.to/be employed by the crown, I 

shq\dfl:JK)t have been in the situation I 
in at present; I should have been 
differently rewarded: no retrospect would 
have been had to sixteen years past, and 
l should not have been forced to plead 
for what is dearer than life — my reputa¬ 
tion. My situation has not been an easy 
one for these twelve mouths past; and, 
though my conscience never could accuse 
me, yet 1 felt for my friends, who were 
involved in the same censure as myself. 
Not a stone has been left unturned where 
the least probability could arise of disco¬ 
vering something of a criminal nature 
against me. The two committees seem 
to have bent the whole of their inquiries 
to the conduct of their humble servant 
the Baron of Plassey, and 1 have been 
examined by the select committee more 
like a sheep-stealer than a member of 
this House.”* After gnaking some bitter 
reflections on the persevering animosity 
and unfair proceedings of the deputy- 
chairman of the India Company (Suli- 
van). and condemning some portions of 
the new ministerial regulations for India, 
he spoke again on the subject of presents. 
He was firmly of opinion that, as for 
presents, in honourable cases it was not 
dishonourable to receive them —they were 
only dishonourable or improper in dis¬ 
honourable "cases — they had been re¬ 
ceived uninterruptedly for the space of 
150 years, and by men who sat in the 
direction or held high places in the com¬ 
pany's service or in the king's service— 
they were a lawful part of the social sys¬ 
tem of the East. “ In the early part of 
my life,” he continued, “ my labours 
were without emolument or laurels ; and 
7 hope this House will not think that I 
ought not to be rewarded for my services 
to my country in the latter part of it. 
When I was first employed by the com¬ 
pany their affairs abroad were in a con¬ 
dition much to be lamented. Misfortunes 
attended them in every part of their set¬ 
tlements, and the nabobs looked with a 

~ * This, according to the Pari. Hist., is part of 
a speech which Clive delivered on the 3rd oi‘ 
May, in the debate on Lord North’s motion for 
leave to bring in his bill for the better manage 
ment of the affairs of the East India Company. 



jealous eye upon the small privilea 
possessions they then enjoyed; t 
small, in danger every day of being 
wrested from them. Their fears and 
weakness were surrounded by dangers on 
every side. In this critical situation it 
pleased God to make me the instrument 
of their deliverance.” * With a proper 
and almost unavoidable compliment to 
the known good-nature and humanity of 
Lord North, he said he was sure that, if 
that noble lord had foreseen the dreadful 
consequences that would attend them, he 
would never have consented to the pass¬ 
ing of the three previous resolutions. He 
continued—“ I cannot say that I rest easy 
when I find by those extensive resolu¬ 
tions that all I have in the world is con¬ 
fiscated, and that no man will now take 
my security for a shilling. These arc 
dreadful apprehensions to remain under; 
and I cannot look upon myself but as a 
bankrupt. I have not anything left that 
I can call my own, except my paternal 
fortune of 6001. per annum, and which 
has been in my family for ages past.” 
After some debate, further consideration 
of the motion was deferred till Friday 
the 21st. On that day the active Eur- 
goyne moved that certain witnesses should 
then be examined. The examination 
was ordered, and Clive's own evidence be¬ 
fore the committee was read; upon which 
his lordship said a few words, concluding 
with—“ Take my fortune, but save my 
honour,”—and then retired from the 
House. Burgoyne's triumphant course 
stopped here: the House would not fol¬ 
low him from generalities to special facts 
and to individuals; would not upon loose 
and defective arid for the most part ex 
parte evidence, find n distinguished man 
guilty, and then apply to him an ex post 
facto law. There was a spontaneous re¬ 
action in favour of Clive, a reaction ap- 


* He maintained that Snrai-u-Dcnvlah’s de¬ 
thronement was a necessary and lawful measure 
of self defence ; and tliat Ouhchund after all was 
only entangled in the meshes of the intrigue and 
treachery which he himself had woven. He 
showed—what we have before explained—that 
Admiral Watson had thoroughly approved of that 
revolution, and of the means by which it was 
obtained ; and lie read the letter signed bv Wat¬ 
son, in common with the rest of the council at 
Calcutta, to that effect. 
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explicable by any of tlie 
/ / rules of parliamentary rna* 
/and manoeuvre. There were 

— .. hidden springs or calculated 

motives which had no reference to al>- 
stract, notions of guilt or innocence, or to 
any sympathy or generous feeling; yet 
collectively the House appears to have 
been actuated by the conviction that the 
persecution was a malicious and most in¬ 
terested one; that the accusers of the 
hero o£. Plassey would never have raised 
a voice or a whisper against him if he 
had adapted himself to their views, in¬ 
stead of opposing them; that his conduct 
indeed was not free from faults, nor, per¬ 
haps, even from some shade of political 
crime; but that his position in India, un¬ 
precedented and impossible to have been 
provided for by any laws or rules, had 
been one of the most difficult in w hich a 
soldier had ever been placed, and his 
temptations the greatest to which an Eng¬ 
lishman had ever been exposed. And, 
when not dinned by the flourishes of ora¬ 
tory, no doubt many on both sides of 
that House felt that the ruling passion of 
the day was the town sacra fames , and 
that Clive was a prodigy of abstinence 
and moderation. There was also another 
consideration: in the very highest flou¬ 
rishes of that oratory, in all that virtuous 
indignation expressed in well-rounded 
and sonorous periods, there was not a 
hint dropped of the propriety or possibi¬ 
lity of restoring the splendid fruits of 
those crimes, or of those things which 
were called crimes, and which, notwith¬ 
standing the temporary embarrassment 
of the company, had mainly tended to 
double within a few years the annual ex¬ 
ports of goods from England to India, 
and nearly to double the tonnage of our 
shipping employed in that trade. “ I had 
the mortification,” says a cool listener to 
these long debates, “ to hear the transac¬ 
tions in India for the last sixteen years 
treated, without distinction, as a disgrace 
to this nation, but without the smallest 
idea of restoring to the injured natives of 
India the territories and revenues said to 
have been so unjustly acquired.” * 



* MS. notes, as cited by Sir John Malcolm 
I life of Clive. 


This consideration ran contra^ 
indulgence in strict abstract prih 
right and wrong: it called the mind 
rather to reflect upon what conquests 
have been, are, and ever must be. What¬ 
ever were the mingled considerations, 
feelings, and motives of the members of 
the House of Commons, when the ques¬ 
tion itself came on, and the direct charges 
against Clive were before them, their 
march was quick and decisive, Mr. Stan¬ 
ley moved that the words about abuse of 
powers, evil example, dishonour, &c., 
should be omitted; Mr. R. Fuller se¬ 
conded tlie motion, and then proposed 
that other criminatory epithets should be 
struck out from Burgoyne’s resolution. 
The motion was then put to the House in 
a form as meek and inoffensive as a suck¬ 
ing dove—that is to say, it merely speci¬ 
fied that the Right Honourable Robert 
Lord Clive, &c., had, about the time of 
the deposition of Saraj-u-Dowlah and the 
establishment of Meer Jaftier, obtained, 
at various times, as commander-in-chief 
and member of tlie select committee, 
rupees amounting in English money to 
234,000b “ ()n this point,” says the ac¬ 

count in the Annual Register, “ the grand 
struggle was nia4e. Those who speculate 
observed an extraordinary division of 
those who, on all other occasions, acted 
together. The minister declared in fa¬ 
vour of the words of censure on Lord 
Clive, and divided in the minority. The 
attorney-general was a principal in the 
attack ; the solicitor-general managed the 
defence. The courtiers went different 
ways. The most considerable part of the 
opposition supported Lord Clive, though 
he had joined the administration and sup¬ 
ported them in their proceedings against 
the company.” In the end, the motion, 
as shortened and dulcified by Stanley and 
Fuller, was carried by a majority of sixty, 
the numbers being 155 against 95. Bur- 
goyne then moved—“ That Lord Clive 
did, in so doing, abuse the powers with 
which he was intrusted, to the evil ex¬ 
ample of the servants of the public;” but 
this motion was rejected.* By this time 


* So says the Annual Register; but, accord¬ 
ing to the more detailed account in the Parlia¬ 
mentary History, Hurgoyno’s motion was carried, 
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CLIVE’S MELANCHOLY DEATH. 


’/ four o’clock in the morning : 
xters had gone home to bed, 
■ of those who remained were 
— -r, on their seats — dreaming pos¬ 

sibly of rupees and jaghires; but another 
and the last motion was made by Wed- 
derburn — “ That Robert Lord Clive did, 
at the same time, render great and meri¬ 
torious services to this countryand this 
passed in the affirmative. So shifting 
were the winds of parliament, and so 
sudden their changes from hot to cold. 
And thus terminated all these proceedings 
as far as Clive was concerned. But “ the 
be all and the end all ” was not there, nor 
could depend any further on resolutions, 
motions, and votes. “ The Daring in 
War ” had received his death-blow from 
orators’ tongues, or, at the least, his mind 
and body had been so harassed for many 
months, and his cruel maladies so exacer¬ 
bated, that tli^re no longer remained a 
gleam of health, or hope, or cheerfulness. 
He had been acquitted -he had been ap¬ 
plauded ; some of the highest in the land 
and some of the most liberal and intel¬ 
lectual abroad—men like Voltaire, w ho 
had the right of genius to be the real dis¬ 
pensers of fame —testified their admiration 
and admired him the more for the ordeal 
he had gone through ; but he could not 
take these flattering unctions to his soul, 
lie brooded over the indignity of having 
been accused, charged in the’eyes of the 
whole world, not only with horrible 
crimes, but with mean petty vices most 


hateful and maddening to his pride.* He 


after the previous question, moved by Mr. Stan¬ 
ley, bad been negatived without a division. 

* Voltaire expressed a desire to l)r. John 
Moore, the well-known author, and father of 
General Sir John Moore, to obtain the perusal of 
the most important papers connected with Indian 
affairs, with a view to celebrate the great deeds 
which had been done in that purt of the world.— 
See Letter from ff 'edderbum to Clive in Sir John 
Malcolm's Life. 

It appears* to have been during the parlia¬ 
mentary inquiry into his conduct, or very shortly 
after its termination, that overtures were made 
lo Lord Clive to accept of the chief command in 
America, then on the verge or rather within the 
verge of the revolution. Clive had declared, 
with his usual sagacity, at the very beginning of 
these troubles, that they must end sooner or 
later in the independence of America. But the 
plea of bad health was the excuse he is said to 
have proffered. “ Had he,” it has been said, 



sought some alleviation to his stiff 
in a visit to Bath as soon as parli^ 
rose, and then in a short excursion on the 
Continent; but he returned worse than he 
went. His liver was entirely deranged, 
his attacks of bile were frequent and 
dreadful; he suffered the excruciating 
agonies of gall-stones, and he had long 
had recourse to the dangerous aid of 
opium, which in many cases maddens or 
depresses in the morning more than it 
soothes or exhilarates at night. He had 
begun the use of the drug when he first 
went to India, and apparently had never 
abandoned it, hut, like all opium-eaters, 
had gone on increasing his dose. He had 
always been subject to dreadful fits of 
depression. In one of these, when cooped 
up in Fort St. George a poor moody lad, 
he twice attempted to destroy himself, 
and twice the pistol missed tire; upon 
which, it is added, he examined the pistol, 
saw that it was really well loaded, and 
then threw it from him with an exclama¬ 
tion that he must certainly he destined 
for something great or extraordinary. In 
the month of November of the year which 
followed his acquittal by the Commons 
(1774), being at his splendid town man¬ 
sion in Berkeley-square, he had a violent 
access of his most painful malady. On 
the 21st and 22nd he endured extreme 
agony, and had recourse for relief to ad¬ 
ditionally powerful doses of laudanum: 
the drug did not soothe, and a paroxysm 
of irritability and impatience was added 
to the paroxysm of the disease: in the 
course of the 22nd be died by his own 
hand. He had only just completed his 
forty-ninth year. If ever there was a 
case where suicide could be accounted for 
by an accumulation of causes, it was this; 
but the world rounded off its story by 
assuming and insisting that Clive hail 
fallen a victim to a guilty conscience and 
to the just vengeance of God. And this 


“ still been what he was when he raised the siego 
of Patna and annihilated the Dutch army and 
navy at the mouth of the Gunges, it is not im¬ 
probable that the resistance of the colonies would 
nave been put down, and that, the inevitable 
separation would have been deferr ed for a few 
\ ears.”— Mr. Macaulay in E'din. Rev. The wasted 
shadow, the mere ghost of the defender of Areot 
and hero of Plassey, would assuredly have done 
more than the Howes, liurgoynes, and Clintons* 
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for years not merely the tale 
ulgar and uninformed, but the 
many preaohera and moral 
philosophers of the highest pretensions; 
and some physicians who ventured to 
doubt whether, if a single cause were to 
be assigned for the deplorable act, Clive’s 
self-destruction had not proceeded rather 
from a diseased liver than from a diseased 
conscience, were treated as impious scof¬ 
fers or downright atheists. Dr. Johuson, 
who might have arrived nearer to the 
truth by reflecting on the circumstances 
of his o'/u life and unfortunate physical 
constit bon, on his own morbid sensibility 
and the melaucholy which had filled many 
of his hours with horror, though he had 
no blood or cruelty or serious crime upon 
his conscience, gave his sanction to the 
damning and unjust rumour by saying 
that Lord Clive, loaded with wealth and 
honours, had acquired his fortune by such 
crimes that his consciousness of them im¬ 
pelled him to cut his own throat !* This 


* “ It is generally understood that he put a 
period to his existence by shooting himself 
through t ho head.'’— Brayln/'s London and Middle- 
srx, ii. 737. Every render of Johnson must feel 
that there is a strong distinction to be drawn 
between his opinions ns set down deliberately in 
his writings and in the quiet of his study and 
his opinions as delivered in conversation, where 
he indulged in paradox and contradiction—his 
usual rule, indeed, being to oppose and contra¬ 
dict everything advanced by another. The opi¬ 
nions he delivered about. OLive were conversa¬ 
tional ones. Dr. Robertson, the Scottish his¬ 
torian, chanced one evening, over a dinner-table, 
to deliver an encomium upon the hero of Plas¬ 
ty, whom he described as one of the strongest- 
minded men that ever lived. This alone was 
enough to call up the • incurable spirit of con¬ 
tradiction in the “ (ireat Moralist,” who, jri spite 
of some pretty expressions, had small affection 
for the historian, or for his country or his politics, 
and who prob ibly was the less careful of speak- 



belief became a tradition and 
the faith of the land; and it is only at a 
very recent date that the facts of the case 
have been put in tlieir proper light, and 
that justice has been done to the genius 
and personal character of Clive. In the 
words of one who lias done much to clear 
his fame—“ Such men should he judged 
by their contemporaries as they will be 
judged by posterity. Their bad actions 
ought not, indeed, to he called good; but 
their good and bad actions ought to be 
fairly weighed; ami if, on the whole, the 
good preponderate, the sentence ought to 
be one, not merely of acquittal, but of 
approbation. Not a single great ruler in 
history can be absolved by a judge who 
fixes liis eye inexorably on one or two 
unjustifiable acts.”* 

ing strongly against Clive, as Clive was a mode¬ 
rate Whig. To Robertson’s eulogium Johnson 
rejoined—“ Yet this man cut his own throat 
and he then spoke in a facetious strain about 
the King of Prussia and bottles of wine, and 
the necessity of a man being great in great 
things, and elegant in little things. This table- 
talk is not to he taken for more than table-talk: 
the imputation of had taste for making wit out 
of so sad a catastrophe, which was then a recent 
event, may rest upon Johnson ; but it would be 
unjust to him to take it as his deliberate opinion 
on the case of Clive. The next time he is re¬ 
ported speaking of Clive was late one night, 
“ afte, Mrs. Tnrale was gone to bed,” when 
Roswell was boring him with moral common- 
placet, and when lie war contradicting at his 
roundest rate, and using arguments which would 
scare and terrify our modern proprieties; and 
this was the time and the occasion on which he 
attributed Clive's suicide to a guilty conscience ! 
Valeat tantum. The spirit of r love and charity 
that, was in him,his strength and his weaknesses, 
his knowledge and experience, would have dic¬ 
tated a very different opinion in places where 
there was no Robertson to contradict or Boswell 
to puzzle, and no auditors to be excited and 
astonished by his conversational powers. 

* Mr. Macaulay. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF HASTINGS^ CONDUCT. 


Warren Hastings, who extended and 
consolidated the empire which Clive had 
called into existence, and whose Indian 
career ended in a prosecution more famous 
and more formal than that to which his 
lordship was subjected, began his admi¬ 
nistration at Calcutta under every pos¬ 
sible disadvantage. The famine to which 
more than one allusion has been made, 
occurred in 1770, under the government 
of Mr. Cartier, and only a few months 
before Hastings succeeded him. It was 
a tremendous visitation; the natives, and 
above all the Hindu portion of them, who, 
on religious grounds, make little or no 
use of animal food, perished by hundreds 
and by thousands, and it was calculated 
that, in all, from one-fourth to one-third 
of the teeming population of Bengal was 
swept away. In the summer of 17<>9 the 
rains had failed; hence the earth was 
parched up, the tanks for die purposes of 
irrigation became empty, and the rivers 
shrank within their beds. The same 
natural causes had always beeu attended 
by the same dreadful consequences, and 
wide-wasting dearths were frequent in 
India long before Vasco de Gama doubled 
the Cape or the name of the English was 
known. But natural causes did not satisfy 
the popular mind in England, where it 
was rumoured that the company's ser¬ 
vants had created the famine by buying 
up all the rice of the country, and by re¬ 
fusing to sell it except at ten or twelve 
times the price at which they had bought 
it. “ These charges,” says Mr. Macaulay, 
“ we believe to have been utterly un¬ 
founded. That servants of the company 
had ventured, since Clive’s departure, to 
deal in rice, is probable. That, if they 
dealt in rice, they must have gained by 
the scarcity is certain. But there is no 
reason for thinking that they either pro¬ 


duced or aggravated an evil which phy¬ 
sical causes sufficiently explain. The 
outcry which was raised against them on 
this occasion was, we suspect, as absurd 
as the imputations which, in times of 
dearth at home, were once thrown by 
statesmen and judges, and are still thrown 
by two or three old women, on tlu* corn- 
factors.”* 

A short time before the breaking out 
of the famine Syef-al-Dowla, the son and 
successor of Meer Jaifier, died of the 
srnall-pox; and his brother, Muharek-al- 
Dowla, a boy, was appointed to the mus- 
nud. Not a few had been inclined to 
apply to Syef the process of rapid c urtail¬ 
ment and reduction which Regan applies 
to the household of old King Lear; and 
it appears to have been pretty generally 
thought that too much money was wasted 
upon a merely nominal nabob, a puppet, 
a man of straw—for so had Syef-al-Dowla 
been designated by a leading member in 
the Calcutta government. But as soon 
as the magnates in Leadenhall-street 
knew that Syef was dead they sent out 
orders for making retrenchments on the 
allowance of his young brother. “ We 
cannot,” said the directors, “ but observe 
with astonislunent that an event of so 
much importance as the death of the Na¬ 
bob Syef-al-Dowla, and the establishment 
of a successor in so great a degree of non¬ 
age, should not have been attended with 
those advantages for the company which 
such a circumstance offered to your view r . 
Convinced as we are that an allowance 
of sixteen lacs per annum will be suffi¬ 
cient for the support of the nabob's state 
and rank while a minor, we must con¬ 
sider every addition thereto as so much 
to be wasted on a herd of parasites and 


* Art. on Life of Clive. 
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:s, who will continually surround 
__ - least be hoarded up—a conse¬ 
quence still more pernicious to the com¬ 
pany. You are, therefore, during the 
nonage of the nabob, to reduce his annual 
stipend to sixteen lacs of rupees.” 

It fell to Mr. Hastings to carry these 
orders into execution, and he was after¬ 
wards censured and condemned as if the 
acts had originated with himself. The 
saving made, however much it may have 
improved the morals of the young nabob’s 
court, had no visible effect on the trea¬ 
sury at Calcutta, and Hastings was left to 
struggle through all the perplexities and 
cares resulting from an empty exchequer 
and a daily increasing debt, while every 
ship, every dispatch from liis masters, 
brought demands for money—-money— 
money. Mohammed Reza Khali, a Mus¬ 
sulman, who had been appointed by Eng¬ 
lish influence in opposition to the Hindu 
Nuncomar to administer not only the 
civil list or pension of the nabob, but also 
the revenues of all Bengal, was continued 
in office under the infant miner; but 
weighty reasons combined to induce the 
court of directors to deprive foim of his 
profitable employments. In the first 
place, a general opinion had got abroad, 
and had been industriously propagated by 
Nuncomar and other Hindus—who had 
long been intriguing for liis places, and 
who had always considered a Moham¬ 
medan minister of finance a monstrous 
anomaly and encroachment on the rights 
by prescription of the Hindus to have the 
sole management of the revenue and all 
money-matters—chat Mohammed Reza 
Khan must have acquired enormous 
wealth during the years in which the 
nabob’s thirty-two lacs, and all the lacs 
raised in Bengal by taxes, duties, privi¬ 
leges, See., had passed through his hands. 
As no Indian minister under his circum¬ 
stances had been honest, it became a 
matter of course to accuse him of disho¬ 
nesty and rapacity; and there were few 
customs so ancient in the East, or recom¬ 
mended by so many precedents, as that of 
making men in office disgorge all that 
they had swallowed, just at the moment 
of repletion. “ When the lemon is fullest 
and ripest,” said a Turkish despot, “ I 
suck it and then throw away the rind.” 



“ I treat my Hindu ministers of naanU , 
said an Indian despot, “ like sponges. I 
give them time to absorb all that they 
can contain, then I press the matter out 
of them, and leave them as dry as a burnt 
stick.” Adages of the same kind are 
common all over the East. In the second 
place, suspicions were entertained—and 
they also were suggested by Nuncomar— 
that Mohammed Reza Khan, who had 
always been very popular, was becoming 
a great deal too powerful, and was enter¬ 
taining the idea of turning his great power 
against the English. To shake liis popu¬ 
larity and the esteem in which he had 
been held by the poorer classes of the 
people, as well Hindus as Mohammedans, 
the Nuncomar faction had laid to his 
charge every act of oppression, every mis¬ 
fortune and calamity that had happened 
in the country, and had accused him ge¬ 
nerally of" cruelty and tyranny towards 
the poor. The terrible famine gave them 
the opportunity of being more specific, 
and they accused Mohammed Reza Khan 
—as pamphleteers, poets, and parliament 
orators in England accused the servants 
of the company—of having increased the 
calamities of the poor during the height 
of the famine by monopoly of rice and 
other necessaries of life. 

This charge, with all the other hints 
and suspicions, had been transmitted to 
Leadennall-street chiefly through the 
active agency of one Huzzerumul, a crea¬ 
ture of Nuncomar, who had an extensive 
acquaintance among the servants of the 
company. Nuncomar, indeed, by pre¬ 
sents and promises, had made himself a 
strong party in Calcutta, and some of this 
party could influence the votes and opi¬ 
nions of some members of the court of di¬ 
rectors. The embarrassments of the 
company quickened their cupidity, their 
cupidity countenanced their suspicion, and 
both together made them ready and eager 
recipients of the worst charges .that could 
be brought against Mohammed Reza 
Khan, whose ruin was forthwith deter¬ 
mined upon. As early as the 28th of 
August, 1771, the secret committee wrote 
to Warren Hastings:—“By our general 
orders you will be informed of the rea¬ 
sons we have to be dissatisfied with the 
administration of Mohammed Reza Khan, 
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rceive the expediency of our 
fiim of the rank and influence 
naib dewan of the kingdom 
Bengal. But, though we have de¬ 
clared our resolution in tliis respect to 
our president and council, yet, as the mea¬ 
sures to be taken in consequent thereof 
might be defeated by that minister, and 
all inquiry into his conduct rendered in¬ 
effectual, were he to have any previous in¬ 
timation of our design, we, the secret com¬ 
mittee, having the most perfect confidence 
in your judgment, prudence, and inte¬ 
grity, have thought proper to intrust to 
your especial care the execution of those 
measures which alone can render the 
naib’s conduct subject to the effects of a 
full iuquiry, and secure that, retribution 
which may be due.” They proceeded to 
express their fear of an open arrest, and 
their hope that^he ingenuity of Hastings 
would devise some means of talcing Mo¬ 
hammed Reza Khan unawares, and of 
making sure of his person, without pre¬ 
viously exciting “ the resentment and re¬ 
venge which he might conceive on the 
knowledge of the secret committee's in¬ 
tentions.” Nor was the minister to be 
the only prisoner: Hastings was directed 
and enjoined, immediately on the receipt 
of this letter, to take measures and issue 
his private orders for securing “ the per¬ 
son of Mohammed Reza Khan, together 
with his whole family and his known 
partisans and adherents;” and to bring 
them all down quietly to Calcutta by such 
means as his prudence should suggest. 
And the secret committee further declared 
it to be —in a style royal or imperial— 
their “ pleasure and command ” that none 
of these persons should he liberated until 
the minister should have exculpated him¬ 
self and have made full restitution of all 
sums which he might have appropriated 
to his own use, either from the public 
revenues or the nabob’s stipends; and 
until he should also have satisfied the 
claims of all such persons as might have 
suffered by any act of injustice or oppres¬ 
sion committed while he was in office. 
Still further they instructed Hastings 
“sedulously to endeavour to penetrate 
into the most hidden parts of his admi¬ 
nistration,^ and “ discover the reality of 
the several facts with which he was 



charged, or the justness of the susto 
they (the secret committee) had * 
conduct.” These, indeed, were instruc¬ 
tions worthy of the so-called Holy Office 
—these duties expected at the hands of 
Hastings w'ere worthy of an officer or fa¬ 
miliar of the Inquisition. But. like the 
orders of the inquisitor-general, they 
were imperative, and left no choice to 
their paid servant, which Hastings was, 
but implicit obedience or disgrace and 
dismissal. Continuing in the same strain, 
the secret committee said, “ We cannot 
forbear recommending to you to avail 
yourself of the intelligence which Nun- 
coma r may be able to give respecting the 
naib’s administration ; and, while the envy 
which Nuncomar is supposed to hear this 
minister rfiay prompt him to a ready com¬ 
munication of all proceedings ichich have 
come to his knowledge , we, are persuaded 
that no scrutabh part of the naib’s conduct 
can have escaped the watchful eye of his 
jealous and penetrating rival. Hence we 
cannot doubt but that the abilities and 
disposition of Nuncomar may be success¬ 
fully employed in the investigation of 
Mohammed Reza Khan’s administration.” 
The secret committee knew Nuncomar to 
be a liar and a scoundrel, and therefore it 
was that they expected scoundrel’s work 
from him. They gave Hastings no hint 
to be on his guard against his lies and 
malice- - that was not their cue, for they 
wanted evidence, and cared not of what 
kind—but they warned Hastings not to 
give the villain too much for his services, 
or not to promise him the office of naib 
dewan. 

As, however, they could not expect that 
profoundly selfish Hindu to perform the 
work of iniquity without some of its 
wages, the secret committee told Hastings 
that, though they were not disposed to 
delegate any power or influence to Nun- 
comar, he might yield him “such encou¬ 
ragement and reward as his trouble and 
the extent of his services might deserve.” 
There had been notiiing open, and there 
was to be nothing open in these transac¬ 
tions. The charge about starving the 
people, which would have been at the 
head of this long letter if the secret com¬ 
mittee had had other feelings and motives, 
wavS brought in, almost as a postscript, at 
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/end of the epistle. Their fears 
contrivances and subterfuges 
rf(l some excuse if Mohammed 
than had been as powerful as Su- 
raj-u-Dcwlah or Meer Cossim; but the 
English authority was established and 
dreaded throughout Bengal, and the naib 
was in reality so weak that a single com¬ 
pany of sepoys might at any time have 
seized him and carried him down to Cal¬ 
cutta without opposition and without any 
necessity of dark schemes and stratagems. 
It might be somewhat different farther 
off, at Patna; but such appears to have 
been the case at Moorshedabad, where 
Mohammed Reza Khan was residing*. 

The charge or charges thus confiden¬ 
tially committed to Hastings he was to 
keep a profound secret from his colleagues 
in India; and he was told that the com¬ 
pany did him high honour by the sepa¬ 
rate trust thus reposed in him. If he 
rendered the signal and essential services 
expected of him he would prove himself 
worthy of their choice, and of presiding 
in the administration of the government 
of Bengal — or so said his “ loving 
friends/’ the secret committee sitting in 
Leadenhall-street. Now Warren Has¬ 
tings had several strong reasons for feel¬ 
ing embarrassed at the notion of invei¬ 
gling, imprisoning, and ruining Moham¬ 
med Reza Khan, and courting the con¬ 
fidence and intimacy of Nuneomar . he 
had formerly concurred in opinion with 
Clive that Mohammed Reza Khan was 
the best man in the eouutry and Nunco- 
mar the worst, and, if he had not been a 
member of the council which appointed 
the former to his high offices, and which 
received presents on that account to the 
amount of twenty lacs of rupees, he had 
on many occasions, both in England and 
in India, personally and by means of 
letters, testified his esteem for the Mo¬ 
hammedan, and his thorough detestation 
of the Hindu.* Moreover Nuneomar 

* He had even accused Nuneomar of plotting 
against him, and seeking his life or his absolute 
ruin. ** From the year 1759/’ said he in one of 
his letters, “to the time when I left Bengal in 
1764, l waui engaged in a continued opposition to 
the interests and designs of that man, because I 
judged him to be adverse to the w elfare of my 
employers, and I had received sullment indica¬ 
tions of his ill will to myself.” 



had, long ago, in the days of 
Dowlah and Meer Jaffier, rondel 
self peculiarly odious to the English at 
Calcutta, who, when their time of power 
and vengeance arrived, had treated him 
as a felon, keeping him some time a pri¬ 
soner in Port William. Dining the ad¬ 
ministration of Vansittart, the directors, 
convinced by the frequent representa¬ 
tions of Hastings, had declared their con-- 
viction that Nuneomar was capable of 
forgery and all other frauds and crimes, 
and must lx* kept under a constant sur¬ 
veillance.* Nevertheless Hastings pro¬ 
ceeded with the task set down for him. 
“ As your commands,” says lie in a letter 
to the secret committee, “ were peremp¬ 
tory, and addressed to myself alone, I 
carefully concealed them from every per¬ 
son except Mr. Middleton, whose assist¬ 
ance was necessary for their execution, 
until l was iufovmed by him that Mo¬ 
hammed Reza Khan was v actually in 
arrest, and on his way to Calcutta. To 
have consulted the board on a point on 
which your authoritative commands had 
left me without a choice, or to have de¬ 
sired their assistance when I had sufficient 
power to act without it, would have been 
equally improper. But I will confess 
that there were other cogent reasons for 
this reserve. I was yet but a stranger 
to the characters and dispositions of the 
members of your administration. I knew 
that Mohammed Reza Khan had enjoyed 
the sovereignty of this province for seven 


* “ From the wdiole of your proceedings with 
respect to Nuneomar,” wrote the directors, 
“ there seems to be no doubt of his endeavouring 
by forgery and false accusations to ruin Ham 
Cnum; that he has been guilty of carrying on 
correspondence with the country powers hurt¬ 
ful to the company’s interests, and instrumental 
in conveying letters between the sha/.ada and the 
French governor-general of Pondicherry. In 
short, it appears he is of that wicked and turbu¬ 
lent disposition that no harmony can subsist in 
society where he has the opportunity of inter¬ 
fering. We therefore most readily concur with 

you, that Nuneomar is a person improper to be 
trusted with his liberty in our settlements, and 
capable of doing mischief if he is permitted to go 
out of the province, either to the northward or to 
the Deccan. We shall therefore depend upon 
your keeping such a v.atcli over all his actions as 
may lie tno means of preventing his disturbing 
f ht> quiet of the public, or injuring individuals 
for the future .”—Letter tothu President and Coun¬ 
cil, dated 2‘And February, 1764. 
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had possessed an allowed an- 
of nine lacs of rupees, the 
disposal of thirty-two lacs 
/rintruajed to him for the use of the nabob, 
he absolute command of every branch 
of the nizamut, and the chief authority 
in the dewannee. To speak more plainly, 
he was in everything but the name the 
nizam of the province, and in real autho¬ 
rity more than the nizam. 2 could not 
suppose him so inattentive to his own 
security, nor so ill versed in the maxims 
of Eastern policy, as to have neglected 
the due means of establishing an interest 
with such of the company’s agents as by 
actual authority or by representation to 
the honourable company might be able 
to promote or obstruct his views. I chose 
therefore to avoid the risk of an opposi¬ 
tion, to put the matter beyond dispute, 
and chen to record what I had done. The 
same reflections occurred to me when I 
proposed to intrust Mr. Middleton with 
the execution of your commands, which 
might with more certainty have been 
effected by an order to the commanding 
officer of the brigade stationed at Burrarn- 
poor. Hut this would have been produc¬ 
tive of much disturbance. I was con¬ 
vinced that I might securely rely on 
Mr. Middleton, and his behaviour justified 
that confidence/' Hastings did not men¬ 
tion how the naib had been inveigled 
into captivity,^ but said merely “ Moham¬ 
med .Reza Khan was brought without 
delay to Calcutta, where he has been 
detained ever since in an easy confine¬ 
ment/' In the same paragraph of his 
letter he said that he had judged it advis¬ 
able and consistent with the tenor of their 
commands to cause also Rajah Shitab 
Roy to be arrested and brought down to 
Calcutta. This Shitab Roy had been 
naib dewan at Patna, and had exercised 
in Bahar the same extensive "authority 
that Mohammed Reza Khan had exer¬ 
cised in Bengal: he also had been ap¬ 
pointed through the English interest, and, 
like the khan, had stood high in the esti¬ 
mation of his countrymen of both reli¬ 
gions. Shitab Roy, who had more sen¬ 
sibility than is common among Indians, 
was deeply affected by his arrest, and 
seemed to pine a way under “ the easy 
confinement” to which he was subjected. 


In his case as in that of the 
evidence of personal rivals 
enemies was sought for. 

To meet some present murmurs raised 
by his colleagues, and to anticipate and 
defend himself against any future blame, 
Hastings declared that in all that he had 
done lie had been solely guided by the 
several instructions of the secret com¬ 
mittee of the court of directors. “ To 
the service of the company,” said he in 
one of his letters, “ and to your com¬ 
mands, i have sacrificed rny own feel¬ 
ings, and have combated those of others 
joined with, me in the administration of 
your affairs. I claim your approbation 
of what I have done, not as a recompense 
of integrity, hut as the confirmation of the 
authority which you have been pleased 
to confide in me, and of your own which 
is involved in it.” It appears that the 
members of the special committee at Cal¬ 
cutta strongly opposed some of these mea¬ 
sures, while they were merely points of 
debate, but afterwards bowed to the sanc¬ 
tion of the council, and concurred with 
Hastings and co-operated in the execu¬ 
tion of them, as if they had never dis¬ 
sented. But it was found easier work to 
arrest the two naib dewans than to bring 
them to trial; and months and seasons 
elapsed before Mohammed Reza Khan 
and Shitab Roy kuew specifically of what 
they were accused. Before ordering 
their arrest the company, had come to 
the determination that, innocent or guilty, 
they should be the last naib dewans, and 
that, as a completion of the company’s 
authority, the departments of revenue 
and finance, together with the depart¬ 
ment of law and justice, should be ma¬ 
naged no longer, for them, by natives, but 
by their own English servants. Mo¬ 
hammed Reza Khan’s influence continued 
for some time to prevail general ly through¬ 
out, Bengal j in the nabob’s household, 
and at Moorshedabad, the capital, it 
seemed scarcely affected by his disgrace 
and imprisonment: his favour was still 
courted and his anger dreaded: his 
agents, friends, and dependants filled 
every office of the dewannee and nizamut. 
But Hastings attacked all parts of the 
system at once:—the nabob’s household 
was reformed, or at least revolutionized 
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1; leading men in the capital 
over to the new system; the 
nd the courts of hiw were swept 

--"of their old occupants; and the 

influence of the last naib dewan of Ben¬ 
gal was completely broken by removing 
nil las dependants, and placing the se¬ 
condary direction of affairs in the hands 
of the most powerful or active of his 
enemies, that is to say, the agents and 
creatures of Nuncomar.* 

Ahtoram-ul-Do wlah, uncle of the young 
nabob, and the eldest existing male of 
the family, claimed or petitioned for the 
vacant offices of naib, which would hare 
constituted him chie£ minister and guar¬ 
dian of his young nephew: but one so 
near the musnud might make plots and 
rebellions to get possession of it for him¬ 
self; he was a man of mature years, and 
neither without a party nor without a 
certain portion of spirit and ability; and, 
as an inevitable deduction, Hastings con¬ 
cluded that Ahteram-ul-Dowlah must 
have no place or authority in the re¬ 
modelled court.f A woman, it was con¬ 
sidered, would be less troublesome, or 
at least less dangerous, ami there seemed 
besides plausible reasons for intrusting 
the care of the son to his natural guar¬ 
dian, his own mother. Accordingly 
Munny Begum or Minnee Begum, a se¬ 
cond wife, or rather a concubine, of Meer 


* Warren Hastings’s own Letter to the secret 
committee. 

t Hastings himself did not rate very high 
either the abilities or the ambition of Ahteram- 
ni-Dowlah: but he thought the following sutli- 
cient reasons'for beeping him or any other man 
. of the family at a distance:—“ He is indeed a 
man of no danyenm abilities , or apparent ambi¬ 
tion, but the father of a numerous family, who 
by Ids being brought so nigh to tho^musnud 
would have acquired a right of inheritance to the 
subahahip; and if only one of Ids sons, who are 
nil in the prime of life, should have raised his 
hopes to the succession, it would have been in 
his power at any time to remove the single 
obstacle which the nabob’s life opposed to the 
advancement of his family. The guardian at 
least would have been the nir.am while the 
minority lasted, and all the advantages which 
the company may hope to derive from it in the 
confirmation of their vower would have been 
lost, or could only have been maintained by a 
contention hurtful to their rights, or bv a vio¬ 
lence yet more exceptionable. The case would 
be much the same were any other man placed in 
that station.'’ • - 


Jaffier, who had been originally^,, v 
ing-girl, was preferred to the placfe- * w 
council of Calcutta thus explained and 
justified the nomination in one of their 
minutesWe know no person so fit, 
for the trust of guardian to the nabob as 
the widow of the late nabob Meer Jaffier 
Ali Khan, Minnee Begum; her rank may 
give her a claim to this pre-emiuence 
without hazard to our own policy; nor 
will it be found incompatible with the 
rules prescribed to her sex by the laws 
and manners of her country, as her au¬ 
thority will he confined to the walls of 
the nabob’s palace, and the (new) dewan 
will act, of course, in all cases iu which 
she cannot personally appear.” * The 
new dewan, who was to act in public 
where the lady could not appear, was 
Jhijah Goordass, the son of Nuncomar. 
Iu a minute signed Warren Hastings, it 
is said—“The president,proposes Rajah 
Goordass for the office of dewan to the 
nabob's household. The inveterate and 
rooted enmity which has long subsisted 
between Mohammed Bern Khan and 
Nuncomar, and the necessity of employ¬ 
ing the vigilance and activity of so pene¬ 
trating a rival to counteract the designs 
of Mohammed Reza Khan, and to era¬ 
dicate that influence which lie still retains 
in the government of this province, and 
more especially in the family of the na¬ 
bob, are the sole motives for this recom¬ 
mendation.” 

Goordass, of course, was’ to be strictly 
confined to the household, and to have 
nothing to do with the public revenues or 
any of the public business of Bengal; and 
even in the department of the household 
he was to be kept in check by the Begum, 
anil to have but the partial management 
of only sixteen ’acs of rupees, whereas his 
pdWerfhl predecessor. Mohammed Reza 
Khan, had had the sole management of 


* They add in their minute—“ Great abilities 
are not to he expected in a zenana, but. in these 
she is very far from being deficient; nor is any 
extraordinary understanding requisite for so 
limited an employ. She is said to have acquired 
a great ascendant over the spirit of the nabob, 
being the only person of whom lie stands in any 
kind of awe; a circumstance highly necessary 
for fulfilling the chief part of her duty, in direct¬ 
ing his education and conduct, which appear to 
have been hitherto much neglected.” 
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lacs in that department alone. 
wAt appears was to be feared from 
lass, who had no “ dangerous abili- 
, and his father, Nuncomar, was to 
be vigilantly watched, and not permitted 
to act for him except in conformity with 
the wishes and views of Warren Hustings 
and the interests of the company. At the 
same time Hastings considered that Nim- 
comar, satisfied with his son’s promotion, 
would remain quiet or be active only in 
getting up charges against his old rival. 
There was, however, considerable opposi¬ 
tion in the council at Calcutta to the 
nomination of Goordass, which was 
esteemed in effect the nomination of 
Nuncomar. To these objections Hastings 
replied, that it might be indeed unsafe to 
trust Nuncomar, but that, as he would 
hold no office, and would remain a sub¬ 
ject of the company, it would be easy to 
remove him and his son also without 
ddat, or the least appearance of violence, 
whenever it should be proved or even sus¬ 
pected that he had abused the trust;—that 
it was not pretended that the abilities of 
Goordass could either administer the re¬ 
duced stipend of the nabob with discretion, 
or root out the old power and influence of 
Mohammed Kcza Khan —" his youth and 
inexperience would render him inade¬ 
quate to these the real purposes of his 
appointment, but his father had all the 
abilities, perseverance, and temper, re¬ 
quisite for such ends, in a degree, per¬ 
haps, exceeding any man in Bengal— 
and finally, that Nuncomar would be 
subjected in all times and places to a sur¬ 
veillance that would prevent his doing 
mischief. “ I still dislike him,” said 
Hastings in a private letter, “ although I 
countenance him and employ him. I 
had secret motives in addition to those 
which I assigned for the promotion of his 
son.”* 

The secret committees expressed their 
entire approbation of his conduct in this 
and in every other particular. “ The use 
you intend making of Nuncomar,” wrote 
the Machiavellis of Leadcnhall-street, “ is 
very proper, and it affords us great satis¬ 
faction to find that you could at once de¬ 
termine to suppress all personal feeling 


* Letter to Josias Dupre, Esq. 
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when the public welfare seemed tb yomi 
with your private sentiments relatm- to 
Nuncomar.”* To arrange all these diffi¬ 
cult matters, to settle the collection of the 
revenue and the young nabob’s house¬ 
hold, Hastings, attended by the special 
committee of Calcutta, made a tcur in 
the provinces, and resided some time at 
Moorshedabad. The settlement of the 
honsehold, and the endeavour to make a 
court that had been spending thirty-two 
lacs per annum rest satisfied with sixteen, 
appear to have been the most difficult 
part of the business, and to have called 


* Among many other tirades which Hastings 
made at this period against Nuncomar, are the 
following r—“ He stands convicted of treason 
against the company, while he was the se rvant 
of Meer Jaffier, and I helped to convict him. 
The man never was a favourite of mine, and was 
engaged in doing me many ill offices for seven 
years together. But I found him the only man 
who could enable me to fulfil the expectations 
of the company with respect to Mol mm mod 
Ke/.a Khan; and I had other reasons which 
would fully justify me when I can make them 
known, tor these and those I supported his 
son, who is to benefit by his abilities and in¬ 
fluence, but the father is to be allowed no au¬ 
thority; Letter to Dupre. “ To the latter (the 
nomination of Goordass) I was indeed principally 
inclined by your commands, i hope it will 
appear that I have adopted almost the only ex¬ 
pedient in which they could be exactly fulfilled. 
You directed that * if the assistance and informa¬ 
tion of Nuncomar should be serviceable to me, I 
should yield him such encouragements and re¬ 
wards as the trouble and extent of his services 
might deserve.’ There is no doubt that he is 
capable of affording me great services by his 
information and advice; but it is on his abilities, 
and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to 
Mohammed Reza Khan, that I depend for in¬ 
vestigating the conduct of the latter, and, by 
eradicating his influence, for confirming the au¬ 
thority which you liave assumed in the admini¬ 
stration of the affairs of this country. The re¬ 
ward w h - -h has been assigned him (through his 
son) will put it in his power to answer those ex¬ 
pectations, and will bo an encouragement to him 
to exert all his abilities for the accomplishment 
of them. Had I not been guarded by the caution 
which you have been pleased to enjoin me, yet my 
own knowledge of the character of Nuncomar woiitd 
have restrained me from yielding him any trust or 
authority which could prove detrimental to the com¬ 
pany’s interests. He himself hus no trust or au 
thority, but in the ascendancy which he naturally 
possesses over his son. No attempt to abuse the 
favour which has been shown him can escape 

unnoticed.The son is of a disposition very 

unlike, the father, placid, gentle, and without 
disguise. From him there can be no danger ,"— 
letter to the Secret Committee. 
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1#ie personal interference and 
* 41 the governor and president, 
previously resolved in the 
conned that he should solemnly 
protest against these sweeping changes, 
which would deprive him of the last sem¬ 
blance of sovereignty; that he should 
claim the administration of his own 
affairs, and upon the rejection of such 
claim abdicate the government and retire 
to Calcutta. There was, moveover, a 
fierce feud and jealousy between Minnee 
Begum and another Begum of the ze¬ 
nana ; and the boy nabob was wholly in 
the hands of women and eunuchs. Yet 
Hastings overcame all these difficulties 
with great art and infinite manoeuvring, 
but without the least appearance of vio¬ 
lence or even of disrespect. It was im¬ 
possible to dethrone a prince with more 
gentleness and politeness, or to deprive 
courtiers of half their gains with more 
courtesy. Not a single English soldier, 
not a sepoy, was called into action. 
“ However,” says Hastings, “ by avoid¬ 
ing every appearance of violence, and by 
a proper address to the nabob’s counsel¬ 
lors, he was easily induced, with a very 
good grace and without opposition, to 
give his assent to the new appointments, 
which were conferred in form in the pre¬ 
sence of the committee.I had 

the honour some time afterwards to re¬ 
concile the two ladies, and to bring about 
a meeting between them; an event for 
which I claim some merit, although I do 
not imagine there is a grain of affection 
subsisting between them.”* The dewan- 
nee, or public treasury, was removed to 
Calcutta and placed under English ma¬ 
nagement ; ana thither also w'ere carried 
the superior courts of justice. Hastings, 
quite jubilant, exclaimed—“ By these ar¬ 
rangements the whole power and govern¬ 
ment of the province will centre in Cal¬ 
cutta, which may now be considered as 
the capital of Bengal. The establishment 
of the courts of justice in Calcutta is 
almost an act of injustice, the criminal 
judicature being a branch of the nizamut 
{which the company had agreed to leave the 
nabob ); but it was so connected with the 
revenue, and the Mohammedan courts 


' better to Dupre. 


are so abominably venal, that 
ccsmry: it met with no opposition 

It must be borne in mind that these 
transactions, together with many subse¬ 
quent and important ones, took place 
while Warren Hastings was merely 
governor and president, not governor- 
general, and many months before the 
new constitution by net of parliament 
came into operation in India. Indeed it 
was the object of Hastings, and the con¬ 
stant order of his masters or employers, 
the court of directors, to do the work of 
reform or change by anticipation, so as to 
show that there was no need of the inter¬ 
ference of parliament or of the ministry 
—an interference they considered as de¬ 
structive of their rights and power.f In 
hastening the organization of the superior 
courts of justice at Calcutta, Hastings’s 
only dread was that a new judicature and 
a new code of laws might be framing in 
England, upon principles diametrically 
opposite to his, which were, that the laws 
and forms established of old in the country 
should be renewed, with no other variation 
than such as was necessary to give them 
their due effect, and such as the people 
understood and were likely to he pleased 
with. He maintained that, if laws and 
regulations were made in the English 
parliament by gentlemen who knew no¬ 
thing of India, though good lawyers in 
Westminster Hall, the operation of their 
code would be in part disastrous and in 
part impracticable. Hence he pursued 
his task with a degree of application and 
intelligence of which few men not bred 
to the legal profession would have been 
capable. “ If,” said he, “ the lord chief 

* Letter to Dupre. 

f Hustings clearly foresaw the high destinies 
of Calcutta. “ By the translation of the treasury, 
by the exercise of the dewannee -without an in¬ 
termediate agent, by the present nuperintendeney 
of the nabob’s household, and by the establish¬ 
ment of the new courts of justice under the con¬ 
trol of our own government, the authority of the 
. »mpariy is fixed in this country without any 
possibility of a competition, and beyond the 
power of any hut themselves to shake it. The 
nabob is a mere name, and the seat of govern¬ 
ment roost effectually and visibly transferred 
from Moorshedahad to Calcutta, which I do not 
despair of seeing the first city in Asia, if I live 
and am supported but a few years longer.”— 
Letter to Mr. Sykes. 
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his judges should come 
with their institutes, the 
i mercy upon us! We shall be 
riplete state of confusion here, and 
we shall be cruelly mauled at home, espe¬ 
cially if the parliament should lay hold 
on our code; for we have not a lawyer 
among us!” And, while he was codify¬ 
ing, erecting coUrts, and finding out men 
proper to fill them, he was also engaged 
in systematizing the revenue, establishing 
the new treasury, and finding men proper 
to put in it or m the important offices of 
district collectors; in devising means for 
placihg both the internal trade of the 
country and the external trade of the 
company upon a better footing; in mak¬ 
ing reforms or alterations among all 
classes of the company’s servants in 
India; and in preparing the trials of 
Mohammed Reza Khan and liajah Shitab 
Roy, as he said himself, “ without mate¬ 
rials and without much hope of assist¬ 
ance ; for, On ne pend pas des gens qui 
ont un million dans leur poche.'’* * As to 
the reforms among the servants of the 
company, he complained that he had re¬ 
ceived a dangerous mark of distinction in 
being alone intrusted with their execu¬ 
tion, and that the effect was, his hand 
was against every man, and every man’s 
against him! And to all these laborious 
and trying occupations were superadded 
the constant cares and anxieties arising 
out of the company’s connexions with the 
Nabob of Oude and Shah Alum, and the 
encroachment of the Mahrattas, who occu¬ 
pied or overran for uncertain seasons the 
whole of the interior of India from Delhi 
to the frontiers of Oude, from the ghauts 
of the Carnatic to the ghauts behind Bom¬ 
bay. 

After a long confinement, which cer¬ 
tainly did not appear so “easy ” to them 
as it did to the governor, Mohammed. 

« a Khan and Shitab Roy were brought 
rial in Calcutta; aud, although the 
court was of Hastings’s own forming, 
aud such extraordinary means had been 
adopted in the beginning to prove their 
guilt, they were both acquitted.! This 


* “ Men are not hanged who have got a million 
of money in their pockets.”— Letter to Josias 
Dupre. 

T la addition to the charges already mentioned, 



seems the more strange, as not only 
eomar, hut hundreds of natives, al 
indifferent about false oaths, might, for 
considerations, have been made to swear 
whatsoever was wanted on the side of the 
prosecution. 8 * It does not appear, how¬ 
ever, that either the secret committee or 
the governor, who was acting under their 
peremptory orders, ever desired the death 
of these two ministers. They had proba¬ 
bly discovered that their wealth was far 
less, or had been acquired by more legiti¬ 
mate means, than reported; and that the 
squeezing of the sponges would bring 
them more odium than money. They 
may also have been satisfied with disco¬ 
vering that the reports of their political 
power had been monstrously exaggerated; 
for Hastings had put them down, abo¬ 
lished their offices for ever, and changed 
the whole system of law, revenue, aud 
finance without the slightest difficulty, 
and not only without difficulty, but, to 
all appearance, to the satisfaction of the 
common people of Bengal. Both prison¬ 
ers were enlarged, which would scarcely 
have happened if they had been considered 
as any longer dangerous. ft is at least 
probable that both left Calcutta poorer 
men than they entered it. The sensitive 
Shitab Roy returned to Patna, where he 
died shortly after, it was said of a broken 
heart. Mohammed, being made of sterner 
stuff, lived on to he again and again in¬ 
volved in political intrigues and troubles. 
There is the evidence of his own letters 
to prove that Hastings considered that an 
unjust or too severe a measure had been 
dealt out to Shitab Roy: on his visiting 
Patna some time after that naib’s death, 
he gave his son Roy-Royan a secondary 
but profitable post in the treasury of Ba- 
har, declaring that he did so “ from an 
entire conviction of the merits and faith¬ 
ful services, and in consideration of the 
late sufferings, of his deceased father.”! 


Mohammed Reza Khan was accused of k treache¬ 
rous correspondence with the Mogul and the 
Mahrattas. “ But,” says Hastings, with curious 
sang frnid , “ this, last is a new and accidental 
charge." 

* Hastings says, in one of his letters, that there 
were two hundred w itnesses to swearer Moham¬ 
med Reza Khan, and two hundred to swear 
against him! 

f Letters, Minutes, &c., as given by Scott, 
L2 
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^ vv/ nor may have felt additional 

tenderness fi*om the circum- 
^ ’’ his having taken the arrest of 
Shitab Hoy upon himself. With Moham¬ 
med Reza Khan he had no alternative 
save the desperate one we have men¬ 
tioned :—the select committee commanded 
the seizure of that chief, and the turning 
the infernal malice and ingenuity of Nun- 
comar against him ; but in their memor¬ 
able letter they had not mentioned the 
name or said one word in allusion to 
Shitab Roy—they had only approved and 
applauded Hastings’s doings in this respect, 
months after, when they received his own 
report of what he had done. There can 
he no mistake or possibility of doubt as 
to these facts. In a letter to 'the • ;cret 
committee, Hastings said that he had 
judged it advisable , and consistent with 
the tenor of their commands, to have 
Shitab Roy arrested and brought down to 
Calcutta. In a private letter to his close 
friend Josins Dupre, he says, after men¬ 
tioning the orders he had received to 
arrest Mohammed Reza Khan, and to 
accuse him of frauds, embezzlements, &c. 
—“ Rajah Shitab Roy, the dewan of Patna, 
being nearly in the same predicament with 
respect to the suspicion of embezzling the 
revenue, it, was judged necessary to extend 
the same orders to him.” Nothing, how¬ 
ever, could be more complete than the 
sanction afterwards given to the proceed¬ 
ing by the secret committee. “ The ex¬ 
tirpation of Mohammed Reza Khan’s 
influence,” said they in a letter to their 
governor, “Was absolutely necessavy, and 
the apprehending of Shitab Roy equally 
so, as the latter nad been too long con¬ 
nected with Mohammed Reza Khan to be 
independent of him; but if that had not 
been the case, it would have been absurd 
to continue a naib-dewan in the province 
of Bnhar after abolishing that, office in 
Bengal. ..... The company’s affairs 

Hist. Bengal; Mill, Hist. Brit. Jnd.; and Gleig, 
Life of Hastings. 

In a private letter to Mr. Sykes, written while 
the trial was in progress, Hastings says, “ We 
have entered on the inquiry of Rajah Shitab Roy, 
who will escape with credit. Indeed, I scarce 
know why he wim called to an account." This is 
the more, startling os It was Hastings himself 
who had called the poor Hindu to account, and 
who had arrested or trepanned him. 


must be put in the hands of [ 
may be rendered responsible in England 
for their conduct in India.” In other places 
the secret committee and the directors in 
general declared that nothing could have 
been more prompt, energetic, wise, and 
altogether admirable, than the self-inspired 
conduct of Hastings in this particular. 

Clive, in his treaty with the Emperor 
Shah Alum, had guaranteed to that poor 
and forlorn potentate the quiet possession 
of Corah, Allahabad, and the Douab, and 
the annual tribute or stipend from the 
company of twenty-six lacs of rupees— 
about 260,000/. sterling. In the profun¬ 
dity of their own debts and embarrass¬ 
ments the court of directors and the court 
of proprietors at home, and the impover¬ 
ished people of Bengal abroad, had long 
grudged this money. It appears that 
the lacs were at no time very punctually 
paid, and that for considerably more 
than two years’ payment had been with¬ 
held altogether. Hastings had good rea¬ 
sons to plead for stopping the stipend, 
though it unfortunately happened that 
the cases were not specified or provided 
for in Clive’s treaty, or, as it is usually 
called, the Treaty of Allahabad. In 
spite of the disapprobation of the govern¬ 
ment of Calcutta, Shah Alum had thrown 
himself into the anus of the Mahrattas, 
and, quitting his territories of Allahabad 
and Corah, the only possessions he had, 
and which he owed entirely to the Eng¬ 
lish, he, in the beginning of the year 
1771, took the field with a mixed but 
numerous army. It is said that he was 
secretly encouraged by Sujah Dowla, 
vizier and nabob of Oude, who wished 
to be free of his presence, in order to re¬ 
cover possession of Corah and Allahabad, 
which, had formerly belonged to Oude, 
and which he calculated might be re¬ 
stored to his dominion with permission of 
the English, and upon a pecuniary bar¬ 
gain with them. By the end of the year 
1771, the Mahra'tta chiefs carried the 
poor Mogul in triumph into Deliii; but, 
though in the palace of Aurungzebe, Shah 
Alum found that he was a mere state 
prisoner, compelled to do whatever the 
turbulent chiefs required of him. He 
was soon hurried into the field by these 
Mahrattas, who were eager for the plun 
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iyiml lor tlie permanent possession, 

a country which was equally 
by the Nabob of Oude, who had 
for some time kept his eye upon it, in the 
hope of obtaining it by the assistance of 
English troops, or English-trained sepoys. 
The Rohillas, however, found themselves 
obliged to apply for the insidious aid of 
this vizier-nabob, and they obtained his 
promise not only to assist them himself, 
but also to procure for them the more 
potent co-operation of the company. At 
the same time he intimated to Sir Robert 
Barker, the general commanding the com¬ 
pany’s forces, and to the governor arid 
council at Calcutta, that to allow any sti¬ 
pend or tribute to the Mogul would be 
only sending money to the rapacious and 
turbulent Mahrattas, who were deadly 
enemies to him, the close ally of tl><‘ 
English, and who were, or soon would 
be, the most powerful enemies of the 
company itself. But long before this in¬ 
timation, and apparently before Shah 
Alum marched away from Allahabad 
with the Mahrattas, the payment of the , 
tribute had been suspended, upon the 
cogent pleas that the trade and revenue 
of the English provinces suffered a visible 
decay by this annual diminution of their 
specie; that the company were compelled 
to borrow money for their own uses at 
high interest ; and, finally, that, the pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal and Bahar having lost 
nearly one-half of their inhabitants by the 
famine of 1769 - 70 , and the survivors in 
many parts being unable to pay their 
rents and taxes to the company through 
the absence bf purchasers and the want 
of money in the country, they could no 
longer possibly bear the annual drainage 
of the twenty-six lacs, which never re¬ 
turned into the English provinces either 
by way of trade or otherwise.* But, if 
this had been held sufficient cause to sus¬ 
pend the Mogul’s allowance, his depar¬ 
ture with the Mahrattas was considered 
as a throwing up, on his part, of all right 
or claim to English money and English 
protection, and the strong arguments of 
the Nabob of Oude had no doubt pre¬ 
sented themselves to the mind of Hastings 



* Letter from ITaatings to Sir George Cole* 
brooke, in GLeig’s Memoirs of Warren Hastings. 


before he received that nabob’s letl 
and messages. 

At this critical juncture, ami while the 
ministry and parliament at home were 
calling in question the territorial rights 
of the company, and making it doubtful, 
at least for a time, whether the crown, or 
nation, would not take those rights to it¬ 
self, and reduce the company to its ori¬ 
ginal condition of a mere trading body, a 
dissatisfied English officer, who had a 
turn for bold projects and political in¬ 
trigues, conceived a plan that evidently 
brought a cold perspiration upon Has¬ 
tings and the council. This officer was 
John Morrison, who had held the rank 
of captain in the king’s sendee, and of 
major in the company’s service, but who 
had resigned the latter commission in 
1770 , and then repaired to Allahabad to 
try his fortune with Shah Alum, from 
whom he at once obtained the rank of 
general. When the Mogul began to 
complain of the non-payment of the lacs, 
Morrison made him understand the real 
nature and character of the company, 
which few natives, whether princes or 
peasants, could ever comprehend ; and he 
persuaded him that if he, John Morrison, 
were only appointed ambassador and ple¬ 
nipotentiary from the Great Mogul to 
his Britannic Majesty George III., he 
would obtain for Shah Alum, not only 
the tribute of twenty-six lacs and more, 
but many other advantages— and all these 
not from a corporation of traders and 
traffickers, but from a crowned head, 
jpkji Alum gave him the diplomatic 
rank he required, and Morrison came 
down the Ganges to the Dutch settlement 
of Chinchura on the Hooghly, with his 
credentials, and the Mogul’s proposals 
neatly written in Persian. The chief of 
the proposals was simply this :—The Great 
Mogul Shah Alum, as undoubted lord and 
sovereign of Hindustan, &c., and as ha ving 
full rignt so to do, would transfer to his 
Britannic majesty Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orissa, with all that the company pos¬ 
sessed in those parts, and which was all 
forfeited by them, upon condition that his 
Britannic majesty' would pay the pecu¬ 
niary homage of thirty-two lacs, and aid 
the Great Mogul with troops and arms. 

On arriving at Chinchura, John Mat- 
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grotto a letter to Hastings, formally 
his high appointment, asking 
whether he would receive him in his 
^public capacity, and demanding a passage 
to England in one of the company's ships. 
Hastings—who saw through a hundred 
eyes and heard through a hundred ears, 
for the company had its agents or spies 
everywhere—knew the contents of Mor¬ 
rison’s papers, and the full extent of his 
audacious plan, which was regarded as 
nothing less than treason against the 
company. Apparently in no very cour¬ 
teous terms, and .with the advice of the 
select committee, he wrote In reply, that 
he would neither receive him in his pub¬ 
lic capacity of the Mogul’s ambassador, 
nor allow him a passage in any ship be 
, longing to the company, or to the port of 
Calcutta This letter was addressed to 
Major John Morrison, and was returned 
unopened, as the diplomatic soldier would 
not waive his claim to the title of ambas¬ 
sador. The next step of Hastings was to 
prevent Morrison’s embarking for Eng¬ 
land under any other flag. “ At any 
other period,” said he, in detailing these 
transactions to a director and friend, 
“ such a project, and the authors of it, 
would have been treated with contempt; 
but l confess / see so near a similitude be¬ 
tween the offers of the king (Shah Alum), 
and, the claims of the ministers of our own 
court on the government of Fort St. George , 
that I could not but be alarmed for the 
consequences with which . they might be 
attended, and I judged it of the most es¬ 
sential importance to prevent Major Mor¬ 
rison, if possible, from arriving in England 
before the court if directors could lie fur¬ 
nished with full intelligence of his errand , 
and take the necessary measures for obvi¬ 
ating its effect” * In another letter, 
written to the same important correspon¬ 
dent in England, he said--“What 1 have 
written to you upon the subject of Major 
Morrison will appear trifling, if his pro¬ 
ject should not meet with a favourable 
reception from the ministry. It appears 
to me a direct violation of the laws, but 
he is said to have a warm patron in Lord 
North, and the grant of the dewannee of 


* Letter to Sir George Colebrooke, as given by 
Mr. Gleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings.' 



Bengal to the crown may be 
valid plea for dispossessing the^ 
proprietors of it.” Having ascertained 
that tlie dangerous major had engaged a 
passage in a Danish ship, he applied to 
M. Die, a gentleman of the superior 
council of Trnnquebar, a Danish settle¬ 
ment in the southern Carnatic, deputed 
to regulate the affairs of the Danes in 
Bengal, and through his means he ob¬ 
tained a positive order that Morrison 
should not be admitted into any Danish 
ship.* Hastings knew quite enough of 
law to be aware that some of these pro¬ 
ceedings were not quite legal; but he 
took the responsibility upon himself, 
thinking it better to incur personal blame 
and the chances of heavy damages than 
to allow Morrison to get to England be¬ 
fore the court of directors could he put 
on their guard. It appears, that except 
the Dane there was no other foreign ship 
that could sail for Europe that season. 
This one embargo on the major was 
therefore enough—Hastings’s private let¬ 
ters and public dispatches would be in 
Ix?adenhalk;treet before the Mogul am¬ 
bassador could by any apparent possibi¬ 
lity sail from India. “ I do not consider 
it necessary,” wrote he, with a moderation 
which cost him nothing, “ to take any 
further steps in this business; what I 
have done is sufficient for the purpose 
w hich I intended. I neither wish to keep 
Major Morrison in India, nor indeed is it 

possible.As I know not what 

construction may be put on this detention 
of Major Morrison, in England, I have 
taken no notice of it cm our proceedings, 
choosing rather to hazard the consequences 
of it than, by making it an act of our go¬ 
vernment, involve the company in trouble 
by my indiscretion.” \ The major’s adven¬ 
ture ended in smoke. 


* Letter to Sir George Colebrooke, as given by 
Mr. Gleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings. Hast¬ 
ings* adds that lie had promised the Danish 
agent to represent to the court of directors at 
London this instance of the ready attention 
shown by the Danish gentlemen in India to the 
interests of the English company. But the 
Danes were in no condition to refuse compliance . 
with the will of the determined English governor, 
who could easily have done them many ill offices, 
and w ho knew that in their weakness and isola¬ 
tion they could only exist, or prosecute thoir 
trade through English sufferance. t Id. 
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erfectly clear that twenty -six 
jes per annum was too great a 
ay lor the merely ceremonial 
x of the company in the dewan- 
" Bengal, over which neither the 
reigning Mogul nor his predecessor had 
ever had the least control ; and the state 
of mutual obligations between Shah Alum 
and the English appears to be not unfairly 
described by Hastings, who taxes the 
Mogul with the basest treachery and in¬ 
gratitude, and savs— “ Of all the powers 
of Hindustan the English alone had really 
acknowledged his authority ; they invested 
him with the royalty he now possesses; 
they conquered for him and gave him a 
territory; they paid him an annual tri¬ 
bute, the only pledge of fealty which he 
has ever received.”* The territory here 
spoken of was Allahabad and Corah ; and 
shortly after detaining Major Morrison 
Hastings learned that the helpless Mogul 
had ceded both Corah and Allahabad to 
the Mahrattas, who were declaring their 
Intention of taking immediate possession. 
This was considered as equivalent to a 
complete discharge from all tbe obliga¬ 
tion’s of Clive’s treaty. Moreover the 
Nabob of Oiide, as the faithful ally of the 
English, claimed their assistance in. pre¬ 
venting the Mahrattas from obtaining a 
settlement in provinces that lay in the 
heart of his own country, and that would 
bring them close upon the frontiers of 
the company’s territories. The English 
at once threw a garrison into Allahabad, 
where the Mogul’s deputy or governor 
received them with a welcome, declaring 
that Iiis master was no longer a tree agent 
but a prisoner to the Mahratta chief-, 
who were in the habit of subjecting him 
even to the degradation of blows and 
other personal chastisement when he he¬ 
sitated to sign such grants, firmans, or 
decrees as they required. Hastings, who 
w is most anxious for the preservation, of 
peace, as the only possible means of re¬ 
storing the prosperity and trade of Ben¬ 
gal, would gladly have stopped here, and. 
for some time he wav. deaf to the prayeis 
and representations of Sujah Dowla, who 
continued to believe, or rather to wish 

* Lottvr to Sir George Colebrooke, as yivon by 
Mr. Qleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings. 



the English to believe, that thel 
tas, after subduing the ftohillas^ 
overrun the whole of Oude, an<r-m*H 
descending the Ganges, spread havoc 
over Bahar and Bengal. 

As a little episode, however, Hastings 
sent a detachment, under Captain Jones, 
to drive the Bootans, a resolute and daring 
people, out of Cooch-Bahar, and to annex 
that healthy and fertile province to the 
company’s dominions. At the same time 
the attention of the governor was called 
to the inroads and devastations of the 
Senassie fakeers, an assemblage of men 
who united the several characters of 
saints, living martyrs, jugglers, robbers, 
and cut-throats, which, according to In¬ 
dian notions and superstitions, were not 
irreconcilable. Tribes and hordes of the 
same species had long been in the habit 
of waudering throughout India, almost 
naked, pretending to live by alms, but 
stealing, plundering, murdering, and com- 
ndtring every act of obscenity and vio¬ 
lence. A host of tliis kind, headed by an 
old woman who pretended to the gift of 
enchantment, had defeated an army of Au- 
rungzebe, and caused that emperor, when 
at die height of bis power, to tremble 
on his throne at Delhi. They were 
not the least of the many scourges and 
curses to which the country was periodi¬ 
cally liable under the weak and divided 
empire and imbecile government of the 
native princes. The present swarm fell 
upon Bengal, rapidly and silently, like a 
flight of locusts. They rushed in search 
of their prey in bodies each two or three 
thousand strong, and wherever they pe¬ 
netrated they burned and destroyed the 
villages, and committed every abomina¬ 
tion. Five battalions of sepoys were sent 
in pursuit of them, but they moved a' u a 
speed that defied the pursuit of any re¬ 
gular infantry; and Hastings, to save the 
company money, had discharged the 
greater part of the native cavalry— the 
only cavalry, except a tr<xip or two, the 
English had in that port of India. When 
it was report' d and believed that the ma¬ 
rauders had crossed the Bramapootra 
River they turned aside and re-appeared 
unexpectedly in different parts of the in¬ 
terior. “ In spite of the strictest orders 
issued " wrote Hastings, “ and the severest 
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threatened to tlio inhabitants, in 
/fail in giving intelligence of 
ach of the Senassic s, they are so 
i by superstition as to be back¬ 
ward in giving the information, so that 
the banditti are sometimes advanced into 
the very heart of our provinces before we 
know anything of their motions; as if 
they dropped from heaven to punish the 
inhabitants for their folly.”* One of 
these parties fell in with a small detach¬ 
ment of newly-raised sepoys, defeated 
them, and killed Cnptain Edwards as he 
was attempting to rally them. Elated 
by this success the fakeers extended their 
ravages. Another liritish officer, with 
an entire battalion of sepoys, was vigilant 
in their pursuit wherever he could hear 
of them; hut to no purpose, they were 
always gone before he could reach the 
place to which he was directed. Hast¬ 
ings harried on another detachment to 
assist in the pursuit, and ordered another 
to follow' the track which the fakeers 
usually took on their return. Yet, after 
every possible exertion by all these corps, 
no great execution could be done upon 
the marauders, who, crossing rivers and 
mountains, got back to the wild country 
that lies between India, Tibet, and China. 
Their visit and their various depredations 
proved a serious blow to the revenues of 
the company, as well from real as from 
pretended losses. 

Soon after the departure of the fakeers, 
Hastings set out on a visit to Ottde, for 
various circumstances had induced him 
to change or modify his pacific policy, 
and to give a more ready ear to the 
prayers, plans, and suggestions of the 
ambitious nabob of that country, who 
now earnestly solicited a personal con¬ 
ference at Benares, in order to arrange 
new bargains and treaties with the Eng¬ 
lish.! The Mahrattas too were really 


* Another letter to Sir George Colebrooke. 
dated March, 1773. 

f Hastings states the following as some of the 
motives for this journey into Oude :—“ Hitherto 
he (tire vuier-nabob) has been entirely managed 
by our military, who have contrived to keep him 
so weak that his alliance is of no manner of use 
to us, but obliges us in every alarm to send our 
army to prevent his being overpowered by his 
enemies, which has been usually done at the 
company s expense, little being required for re¬ 



making war upon the Rohilla s,;. 
of Oude, and a considerable par^* 
English army, under Sir Robert Barker, 
had marched into Rohilcnnd, where they 
found the Mahrattas more inclined to a 
retreat than to fight, and the Rohillas 
more disposed to regard the English or 
the troops of the Nabob of Oude as enemies 
than as friends. And, in fact, the sove¬ 
reign of Oude had conceived, and haa 
some time before this communicated to 
the English governor at Calcutta, his 
plan of conquering the Rohilla country 
and annexing it to his dominions; and 
the correspondence upon this subject, more 
than anything else, had introduced the 
proposal of an interview. Hastings left 
Calcutta on the 24th of June, and arrived 
at Benares on the 19th of August, 1773. 
He found the vizier-nabob waiting his 
arrival, and eager for business. The 
affairs and interests to be arranged were 
numerous and mighty; and though no 
time was lost in idleness and ceremonies, 
the negotiations occupied three whole 
weeks.* These considerations, final re¬ 
solutions, and agreements were these r— 

1. The Rohilla chiefs, when attacked 
by the Mahrattas, made an offer of forty 
lacs of rupees to the vizier for his assist¬ 
ance, and the vizier had promised to give 
half of this money to the company for 
the services of the English troops and 
sepoys. The troops of Oude had been of 
little service, hut the troops of the com¬ 
pany had c leared the country of the Moh- 
rattas ; and yet the Rohilla chiefs, though 
bound by a solemn treaty with the vizier- 
nabob, refused to pay the forty lacs of 
rupees or any part of them. The Ko¬ 
fi.lias had always been turbulent and dan¬ 
gerous neighbours to Oude, and mnst. keep 
the nabob poor and in constant need of 

iinbursement, anti that little paid after long de¬ 
li vs. I wish to establish a new and more rational 
alliance between him and the company, and more 
creditable to both, and to establish his depend¬ 
ence on the government, instead of the military 
influence which has hitherto ruled him.”— Letter 
to Josuis Dupre, dated 9th March, 1773. 

It appears that Sir Robert Barker, the general 
and the head of this military influence, had drawn 
pretty largely from the Nabob of Oude’s treasury, 
though the company had been getting little or 
nothing from it. 

* Various Letters of Warren Hastings.—Scott, 
Hist, of Bengal. 
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distance, unless those powerful 
t one great effort, for which he 
[fing to pay a liberal price—and 
r how much the company wanted 
money—should conquer that Afghan race, 
who were themselves but conquerors of a 
recent date, without any right but that of 
the sword, and without any consideration 
or mercy for the original and peaceful 
occupants of the soil, who were still ten¬ 
fold more numerous than themselves. So 
far from being the industrious peaceful 
people that English parliamentary orators 
chose to fancy them, these Rohillas were 
about the most predatory, turbulent, and 
sanguinary of the Afghan tribes, who 
were all, and who all continue to this day 
to be, lawless and ferocious, and at the 
same time far braver and more formi¬ 
dable in war than any of the inhabitants 
of Lower India. Hastings ingeniously 
compared Rohilcund to Scotland before 
the union with England; but the Scots 
were one race thinly scattered over a poor 
couutry which had no other inhabitants, 
while the Rohillas were scattered over a 
rich country peopled by a different race, 
who regarded them as intruders and 
harsh task-masters, and heartily wished 
for their expulsion. In other respects 
the comparison was sufficiently correct 
for the occasion. “ The Rohilla coun¬ 
try,” says Hastings, “ is hounded on the 
west by the Ganges, and on the north 
and east by the mountains of Tavtary. 
Tt is to the province of Oude, in respect 
both to its geographical and political 
relation, exactly what Scotland was to 
England before the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. It lies open on the south 
where It touches Oude. The reduction 
of this territory would complete the de¬ 
fensive line of the vizier’s dominions, and 
of course leave us less to defend, as he 
subsists on our strength entirely. It 
would add much to his income, in which 
ws should have our share” * Upon all 
these, and other considerations, Hastings 
consented to employ an army against the 
Rohillas, and to unite the country to 
Oude, the vizier-nabob engaging to pay 
the entire expenses of the army, accord¬ 
ing to a liberalscale fixed by the English 

* Letter to Mr. Sulivan. 



themselves, and to pour into the? 
treasury at Calcutta forty lacs of r 
It is quite evident that thus last considera¬ 
tion was the weightiest of all, and that 
Hastings would not have embarked in 
the Rohilla war but for the lacs and the 
necessities and urgent demands of the 
court of directors. In his dispatches to 
the India House, as well as in his private 
letters, he spoke of this journey to 
Benares as a financial and money-making 
expedition — only not wholly so. 

II. The ruler of Oude w as as anxious 
to recover possession of Corah and A llaha¬ 
bad, and the Douub which stood within 
his frontier, as he was to annex Rohii¬ 
cund. Only a few years before lie had 
treacherously murdered a near relative 
in order to get the two fair provinces. It 
was impossible to allow the fulfilment of 
the grant extorted from the Mogul or the 
settlement of the Mahrattas in Corah and 
Allahabad; and it was held to be equally 
impossible for the Mogul to maintain 
himself in them, even if he could escape 
from the Mahratta thraldom and be par¬ 
doned and reinstated by the company 
whom he had so grievously offended. 
No regard was paid to ihe glaring fact 
that the Nabob of Oude would scarcely 
be more able to defend the two provinces 
than was the Mogul, without the aid of 
the company. But the nabob had money, 
the Mogul had none; and for fifty lacs 
of rupees — twenty paid dow n on the spot, 
and thirty to be paid in two years— Hast¬ 
ings sold Corah and. Allahabad to Sujah 
Dowla.* According to his own accounts, 
which on several points are rather am¬ 
biguous or confused, Hastings wrote to 
Shah. Alum in pressing terms to send to 
Benares a person in his confidence to 
treat on the subject of these provinces 
and about other affairs in which he might 
be concerned, he (Hastings) wishing for 
his concurrence in whatever plan might 


* “ Knowing,” says Hastings, “ that 10 give 
up these lands to him (the Mogul) would in 
reality be to give them up to the Mahrattns, our 
enemies, and to expose the dominions of the 
vizier our ally to almost certain ruin, I resolved 
to assert the right of the company to the posses¬ 
sion of them, and to convert them to such nes 
as their value and the neeessitk3 of the com\xLh>i 
required.”—Letter to Sir George Colebrwfie. 
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kI for the disposal of the pro- 
“ He appointed,” says Hastings, 
of distinction to appear at the 
iting, but afterwards recalled him and 
referred me to Sujah Dowla as his vizier, 
and to his naib Moneer-u-Dowla, w-lio 
had had the government of those districts, 
to whom the only orders which he gave 
were to demand the arrears of the tribute 
due from Bengal, the punctual payment 
of it in future, and the restitution of Corah 
and Allahabad.”* This asking of money 
from the company was like testing the 
patience of the devil with holy water; 
the arrears alone must by this time have 
amounted to seventy-eight lacs of rupees, 
or more I — and, to use his own words, 
the public treasury at Calcutta, when 
Hastings left it, “ had scarce a rupee in 
it, and was loaded with a debt of a 
crore and a half of rupees/’f Even the 
smooth and placid Hastings took fire. 
“ As,” said he, “ I saw no use in excuses 
and evasions which all the world can see 
through, 1 replied to a peremptory de¬ 
mand of the Mogul, for the tribute of 
Bengal, by a peremptory declaration that 
not a rupee should pass through our pro¬ 
vinces, till they had recovered from the 
distresses to which the lavish payments 
made to him had principally contributed. { 
The hoard have supported this declaration 
by a resolution to pay him uo more till 
they shall receive the company’s orders 
for it.” $ 

HI. As the unauthorised residence 
even of British subjects was frequently 
embarrassing or provocative of suspicion 
to the government of Calcutta — and per¬ 
haps the more so since John Morrison’s 


* I .otter to Sir George Colebrooke. 

f Id. A crore is a hundred lacs of rupees, or, 
estimating the rupee at two shillings, a million 
of pounds sterling. 

| Here the governor and president chose to 
overlook the horrible famine and depopulation, 
the wasting incursions of the fakeers and other 
marauders, the enormous drains made upon the 
specie of Bengal for the wars in the Carnatic and 
other purposes. He, however, reiterates this 
argument, and seems to have considered that 
men ought to believe that the poverty of Bengal 
had been almost wholly occasioned by paying for 
two or three years the annual tribute or stipend 
of twenty six lacs—Roe Letter to Sir Qeorge Cole- 
brothc. 

$ Letter to Sulivan. 



adventure—it was agreed that no^ 
peans whatsoever should be perm it ti _ 
reside in any of the territories of the 
Nabob of Oude, without the knowledge 
and consent of the company. 

IV. Cheyte Sing, the young Rajah of 
Benares, and son and successor of Bul- 
want Sing, was included in some of the 
arrangements between the company and 
the Nabob of Oude; for Benares, the holy 
city, and the dependent district were geo¬ 
graphically included in the province of 
Allahabad, and Sujah Dowla had long 
aimed at the destruction of the young 
rajah, whom the English by previous 
engagements were bound to support. 
Hastings insisted that all the rights of his 
father Bill want Sing should be confirmed 
to Cheyte Sing, “to continue unchanged to 
his posterity for ever” and that he should 
be confirmed in the zemindaries of G hazi- 
poor, &c., about which there had been 
some disputes. A plan of equal duties 
was also settled with the young rajah, 
who agreed to exempt from duties broad¬ 
cloth, copper, and lead. Sujah Dowla, as 
a matter of course, was diplomatically 
bound to respect iiis young and weak 
neighbour, Cheyte Sing. 

All these and some other collateral 
matters were settled when the Nabob of 
Oude was seized with a money panic, and, 
fearing that he had engaged beyond bis 
ability, he desired to decline for the pre¬ 
sent the conquest of Rohilcund, for which 
he was to pay the forty lacs of rupees and 
all the expenses of the company’s troops. 
To this postponement Hastings readily 
agreed.* He dearly foresaw that the 
Rohilcund enterprise would be open to 
severe animad version, and that people in 
England would not comprehend the real 
condition of the Rohillas, who, in sober 
truth, were little better than a great as¬ 
sociation of brigands and freebooters, who 
might be compared to the moss-troopers of 

* It appears from hia own letters that., while 
the immediate conquest of Rohilcund remained 
part of the bargain, Hastings had agreed to take 
forty-flvo lacs for Corah and Allahabad, and that 
ho raised this price on the nabob’s asking for a 
delay to the llohilla expedition. “ As,” says he, 
“ t.ho nabob would have less to pay and loss to lay 
out, the acknowledgment for Corah, &c., tens »a- 
creased to Jijty lacs." — Id. The times of pay¬ 
ment were also brought closer. 
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5 in the sixteenth century. “ I 
i said he, “ a few days after he 
rished his arrangements, to be freed 
from the Kohilla expedition, because I 
was doubtful of the judgment which 
would have been passed upon it at home, 
where I see too much stress laid upon 
general maxims, and too little attention 
given to the circumstances which require 
an exception to be made from them. . . . 
On the other hand, however, the absence 
of the Mahrattas and the weak state of 
the itoh ill as promised an easy conquest 
of them ; and I oion that , such was my 
idea of the company's distress at home, 
added to my knowledge of their wants 
alrroady that I should have been glad of any 
occasion to employ their forces , which 
would save so much of their pay and ex¬ 
penses .”* But in consenting to put off 
the grand expedition he obliged the na¬ 
bob to agree that, whenever or for what¬ 
soever occasion he might require the as¬ 
sistance of the company’s troops, he would 
pay for it at the rate of 210,000 rupees 
a-month per brigade, which w as the rate 
fixed at the commencement of the con¬ 
ference, when Sujah Dowla was contem¬ 
plating immediate operations against the 
Kohillas. This Hastings considered as a 
grand coup de finance , for hitherto the 
nabob had been constantly calling Eng¬ 
lish troops to his assistance without pay¬ 
ing anything to the company, The 
agreement respecting the Kohillas was 
kept out of the treaty, which was finally 
adjusted and signed on the 7th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1773. It has been said that Has¬ 
tings withheld from the court of directors 
intelligence of the project, which after 
all was only suspended; but this can 
scarcely have been the case, and we have 
his letters to two of .the principal directors 
—Sulivan and Colebrooke— minutely de¬ 
tailing what passed on the subject. It is, 
indeed, from these very letters to directors 
that the foregoing details are taken. 

When the meeting at Benares broke up, 
Sujah Dowla proceeded to reduce some 
forts and districts in his neighbourhood 
that were still held by the Mahrattas, and 
Hastings returned to Calcutta rejoicing 
in the money he had made and in the 

* Letter to Sulivan. 



money he had saved. In the ari 
saving alone — without counting tfi 
in prospective for the troops —the sus¬ 
pension of the Mogul's tribute, being 
added to the reduction of the young Na¬ 
bob of Bengal’s stipend und the stoppage 
of Mohammed lleza Khan’s and Shi tab 
Roy’s allowances, amounted to fifty-seven 
lacs per annum.* Speaking of the sup- 
presssion of the tribute or stipend to Shah 
Alum, he says— “ 1 am not apt to attri¬ 
bute a large share of merit to my own 
actions, but 1 own that this is one of the 
few to which l can with confidence affix 
my own approbation.” With respect to 
his other proceedings at Benares he says 
— ** If the court of directors shall think it 
proper to disclaim what I have done, they 
must also point out the means of undoing 
it. They must cancel the treaty (which 
God forbid 1); they must repay what 
they shall have received from the vizier, 
and relinquish their claim to the rest; 
they must discharge the arrears of the 
tribute and punctually pay the future 
yearly demands of twenty-six lacs to the 
king. But from what fund these great 
things are to be done I am sure they will 
be unable to direct.” f 

Hastings now applied himself to the 
internal administration of Bengal — to the 
establishment of something like an effi¬ 
cient police, to the posting detachments 
so as to prevent the incursions of the 
fakeers and other marauders, to the for¬ 
mation of local courts in the districts, 
to the regulation of taxes and of the 
collection of the revenue — a tremendous 
task!—to the protection of native trade 
and industry; to the removing absurd 
regulations and impolitic taxes, duties, 
and fees upon native marriages ;X t0 the 


* Letter to Sykes. 

-J- Letter to Sir George Colebrooke. At this 
time the constant and pressing advice of the 
company to their servant Hostings is, “ Get mo¬ 
ney, get money, at all events get money and 
they scarcely can he said to add the parentheti¬ 
cal part of the old adgge—“ honestly \fyou can." 

X In allusion to this and some other reforms 
he says—“ Of my foreign policy I have no cause 
to lie ashamed ; but that on which I chielly con¬ 
gratulate myself is the abrogation of laws and 
usages oppressive to the people, and of one most 
destructive to population, which, though requir¬ 
ing little more than.the stroke of a pen to re¬ 
move it, I particularly mention, because, though 
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i of peculation and rapacity in 

_ 4ny’s servants up the country or 

districts; and to other cares 
and occupations almost innumerable. 
Some of the means adopted may not have 
been of the purest or highest kind, several 
may not be reconcilable either with our 
modern notions of political economy or 
of morals and of justice, some may have 
beeu pro temp&re expedients; but the pre¬ 
sent end attained was most indisputably a 
great benefit and a. wonderful improve¬ 
ment on the immediately preceding state 
of things. Even those who were no en¬ 
comiasts of Warren Hastings, confessed 
that since his return to Calcutta as gover¬ 
nor of Bengal (in 1771), the whole coun¬ 
try had assumed or was rapidly assuming 
a different aspect. The fearful gaps 
made in the population by famine and 
disease began to be filled up by the re¬ 
moval of the impolitic checks upon mar¬ 
riage, by the improved condition and 
more abundant food of the natives, and 
by the frequent immigrations of quiet la¬ 
borious people from other parts of India, 
who sought and found that protection and 
encouragement under the government of 
Hastings, which they could find scarcely 
anywhere else in a country kept almost 
in a constant state of anarchy and misery 
by revolutions, petty feuds, and the ra¬ 
vages of flying Mahratta hordes, or of 
hordes of a still more destructive and 
murderous description—Afghans, Jaats, 
Deceits, Thugs, Reels, and others of that 
long array of monstrosity which gives to 
the authentic story of Hindustan the ap¬ 
pearance of fable or of a horrid dream. 
With rajahs and nabobs, with khans and 
other grandees, the case may have been 
somewhat different; but the native mer¬ 
chant, manufacturer, weaver, tiller of the 
soil, artisan, all that we call people, 
throughout the wide extent of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orissa, were brought to con¬ 
sider Hastings as a benefactor, and to re¬ 
vere his name. 

It was probably to this period he al¬ 
luded when he said in private conversa¬ 


little known, and perhaps forgotten, it is one to 
which my mind ever recurs with self-satisfaction 
—the abolition of the duties and fees on mar¬ 
riage." 


tion many years after, when 
England was accusing him of 
cruelty and oppression — “ 1 could have 
gone from Calcutta to Moorshedabad, and 
from Moorshedabad to Patna and Be¬ 
nares, without a guard, without a sepoy, 
without any protection but what was to 
be found in the good-will and affection of 
the natives.” In the multiplicity of his 
employments he found time to devote to 
sundry speculations and inquiries, and to 
an expansive scheme for enlarging our 
geographical knowledge of Asia, and ex¬ 
tending our commercial intercourse to 
regions which had scarcely been traversed 
by any European since ’ the days of 
Marco Polo. The detachment which 
he had sent into Coock Bahar had 
cleared that country of the Bootans, 
though not without some hard fighting, 
for that singular race of men were robust 
and bold, and resolute in keeping what 
they had once got. But, being reinforced, 
Captain Jones followed the Bootans iuto 
their own country and took their strong 
fortress of Dellamcotta by storm. The 
Daeb Rajah, or secular governor of 
Bootan, then implored for peace, and sent 
an ambassador w r ith presents to Calcutta. 
Hastings acceded to conditions, treated 
the ambassador, apparently a bonze or 
priest of the Bogdo-Lama, with great 
kindness, and eagerly grasped at what he 
considered a favourable opportunity for 
exploring the countries of Bootan, Tibet, 
and Cashmere, and for making inquiries 
respecting a direct land communication 
with China. He selected Mr. Bogle for 
this mission, and he carefully prepared 
for him a paper of instructions, showing 
the objects to which he ought more par¬ 
ticularly to direct his attention and in¬ 
quiries. Well furnished with presents 
and samples of English goods and manu¬ 
factures, and instructed by Hastings not 
to be sparing of his money where money 
could do good, or procure curious and 
interesting specimens of the natural his¬ 
tory and industry of the terra incognita 
he was about to visit, Mr. Bogle started 
on his adventurous journey in May, 1774. 
He penetrated as far as Tassisudon, the 
capital of Bootan Proper, but there he 
was stopped by the jealousies of the 
Dharma Rajah, or Bogdo-Lama, the spi- 
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Supreme ruler of Bootan, and 
/ incarnation of the deity; and 
and revered customs of the 
who are as exclusive and as 
averse to the visits of strangers as are the 
Chinese themselves, whom they nearly 
resemble in features and other particulars. 
Thus the Himalaya was not passed, no 
intercourse was established even with the 
interior of Bootan, and no great addition 
was made to our knowledge ; but the at¬ 
tempt was highly honourable to Hastings, 
and the care he devoted to the subject 


extraordinary in one so harassed 
oppressed by business of all kinds.* 

* Notes of Hastings, as quoted in Gleig’s Me¬ 
moirs.—Another little circumstance, but proper 
to assist in our estimate of this versatile, indefa¬ 
tigable, and remarkable man, is this. At his 
busiest time, just after his taking upon himself 
the government at Calcutta, he paid the greatest 
attention to the machinery, operations, and pro¬ 
jects of a Mr. Wits, who, apparently, had been 
sent out by the company to establish silk-works 
in Bengal, and to improve the tedious processes 
of the natives in the preparation of ailk thread. 
His biographer gives one long letter on this sub¬ 
ject, and no doubt others exist. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Hastings was not deceived in liis antici¬ 
pation that the Nabob of Dude would soon 
want his assistance. At the end of the 
year 1773 that prince was so terrified at 
rumours of invasion by the Abdallies, 
another numerous and warlike Afghan 
tribe, that he applied to Hastings for 
6ome place of shelter within the limits of 
the British dominions wherein his own 
women and children, and those belonging 
to the principal families of Oude, might 
have a secure asylum. The governor 
promptly granted this request, consider¬ 
ing it ns honourable to the English, and 
as tending to increase the population of 
the company’s provinces as well indirectly 
as directly; for — so Hastings calculated — 
the women and children of these great 
men would be sure to be accompanied by 
multitudes of retainers and attendants, 
male and female, and these would be sure 
to draw in their train another multitude 
of artisans, w ho might settle and remain 
within the English limits, and attract 
other immigrants by their example. As 
the Abdallies did not come this time, the 
nabob and his chiefs kept their wives and 
children at home at Lucknow and Eyza- 
bad, and the whole scheme evaporated, to 
the no small disappointment of Hastings. 
But very shortly after this strange appli¬ 
cation, the sovereign of Oude made another 
of a very different kind. Encouraged by 
some successes he had obtained over the 
Mahrattas, and by a new league he had 
struck up with Shah Alum, who had 
escaped from his Mahratta bondage, and 
had actually engaged to assist the nabob 
with his small army in the reduction of 
Rohilcund, Sujah Dowla applied eagerly 
for the instant marching of the English 
brigade which was quartered at Allahabad. 
Though the 210,000 rupees per month 
were acceptable, the suddenness of this 


application rather disconcerted Hastings. 
No time, however, was lost, and the 
brigade, under the command of Colonel 
Cl lampion, received orders to march into 
the province of Oude w ith the declared 
purpose of invading the Rohilla country. 
Hastings did not think that the vizier- 
nabob, who was witli the Mogul in the 
neighbourhood of Delhi, could possibly 
be.ready to take the field so soon; “ but,” 
said he, “ the brigade will gain in its dis¬ 
cipline by being on actual service, and 
its expense will be saved” From the 
middle of February to the middle of 
April the brigade remained in Oude doing- 
nothing ; but then the vizier-nabob with 
his forces joined Colonel Champion, and 
the open southern frontier of liohilcund 
w as immediately crossed. The Kohilla 
chiefs, who would long have defied the 
nabob and his host, were appalled at the 
approach of the company’s brigade, and 
they expressed an earnest inclination to 
come to an amicable accommodation. 
Sujah Dowla demanded, as the price of 
peace, two crore of rupees, which was, 
probably, more than the whole country 
contained in specie. The Rohillas then 
took up a good position on the side of 
Babul Nulla: nearly their entire force, 
which probably amounted to about 25,000 
fighting men, was collected on that spot; 
and they had cavalry, artillery, and 
rockets. But when they were attacked 
by the British brigade, on the morning of 
the 23rd of April, superior discipline and 
tactics, and better arms, led to the usual 
result They were thoroughly defeated 
and routed ; but their valour and stamina 
were proved by their fighting at un¬ 
usually close quarters for two horn's and 
twenty minutes, and leaving 2000 of their 
number on the field before they broke 
and fled. Several of their sirdars, or 
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/slain, and among-them Hafez 
{head of the confederacy, who 
l while bravely rallying his 
people. One of his sons was also killed, 
and two were taken prisoners and con¬ 
signed to the tender .mercies of Sujah 
Dowla. That nabob behaved as nabobs 
always did in battle: he kept at a great 
distance behind a river, surrounded by 
his cavalry and a great train of artillery ; 
he refused Champion the use of some of 
his gun® and some of his cavalry, nor 
would he move from his safe abiding- 
place till the news of the enemy’s defeat 
reached him.* Then he and his unwar- 
like rabble moved forward with alacrity, 
but it was only to plunder the Rohilla 
camp, -which Champion considered as the 
fair booty of his brigade. “ We had the 
honour of the day,” said he, “ and these 
banditti the profit.”f Hence there arose 
a soreness and bitterness between the 
nabob and die English commander, who 
certainly betrayed an over-anxiety for 
booty and prize-money, and that too in 
cases where his right, or that of his 
brigade, was more questionable than on 
the present occasion. Both nabob and 
colonel complained of one another to 
Hastings, and in their rancorous feelings 
each exaggerated the faults of the other. 
One consequence of this was, that the 
reports of the horrors of the war which 
reached Europe through English chan¬ 
nels, through Champion arid the officers 
serving with him, and all, like himself, 
incensed against the nabob for his appro¬ 
priating all the plunder, were considerably 
over-coloured. Hastings felt, to his cost, 
xhe consequences of this over-colouring, 
when the case came to be taken up by the 
ardent imagination of Burke. Still, how¬ 
ever unduly excited; Champion and his 
officers had too much English honour and 
veracity wholly to invent facts, circum¬ 
stances, and details; and it must remain 
upon record, as an unquestionable truth, 
that many horrors arid cruelties were 
committed in this Rohilla war—not by 
the English and their sepoys, who had all 
the fighting, but by the nabob’s rabble, 
who never fought at all—not with the 

* Letter from Colonel Champion to Hastings. 

f Id. 



connivance of Hastings, but in smt< 
his loud and repeated remcnsmttfcei 
The natural disposition, the habits, the 
policy, the cool calculations for the inte¬ 
rest of the company, and of the chances of 
profit and loss from the Rohilcuud expe¬ 
dition, all joined in making the English 
governor averse to cruelty, bloodshed, and 
devastation. Upon being informed by 
Champion that the nabob’s troops were 
plundering and burning the villages of 
the quiet Hindu inhabitants, who, so far 
from making common cause with the 
Rohillas, their oppressors, were ready to 
render all the services against them that 
their weakness and timidity allowed of, 
he wrote to the colonel to express his 
abhorrence of these proceedings, and to 
point out how impolitic they were, and 
how prejudicial to Sujah Dowla’s own 
interest. “ I cannot,” said he, writing to 
Champion, “omit to take notice of the 
sensible and humane counsel which you 
gave to the vizier, on the orders issued by 
him for laying waste the Rohilla country, 
a measure which would have reflected 
equal dishonour on our arms, and re¬ 
proach on his authority, iiad it been 
continued. You wisely judged that, to 
effect the conquest of the country', it was 
almost as necessary to conciliate the minds 
of the people as to defeat the actual 
rulers.” Many days later he wrote again 
—“The picture you have given of the 
vizier’s conduct is shocking to humanity; 
but surely your advice and strenuous 
remonstrance against acts of oppression 
and wanton cruelty ought to prove some 
restraint, and, if not, would be a justifi¬ 
cation of bolder conduct. You have 
afforded an instance at the commence¬ 
ment of the present operations, where the 
vizier put a stop to the ravages of the 
country at your intercession. I have 
addressed the vizier himself in the strong¬ 
est terms on the subject of his general 
conduct.” At the same time Hastings 
kept writing to Mr. Middleton, the con¬ 
fidential agent of his own appointing, and 
who was in Sujali Dowla’s camp; and the 
chief purport of his letters to this func¬ 
tionary was to recommend and to insist 
upon mercy and moderation. In speaking 
of the captive family of Hafez Earned 
whose blood Burke aocused him of selling 
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owla for gold, he said, in a 
would have done honour to 
Jve^i&lo^iience and humanity of Burke 
himself—“ Tell the vizier that the Eng¬ 
lish manners are abhorrent of every 
species of inhumanity and oppression, and 
enjoin the gentlest treatment of a van¬ 
quished enemy. Require and entreat his 
observance of this principle towards the 
family of Ilafez. Tell him my instruc¬ 
tions to you generally, but urgently 
enforce the same maxims; and that no 
part of his conduct will operate so power¬ 
fully in winning the affections of the 
English as instances of benevolence and 
feeling for others. If these arguments 
don’t prevail, you may inform him di¬ 
rectly that you have my ordei*s to insist 
upon a proper treatment of the family of 
Hafez Ramet; since in our alliance with 
him our national character is involved in 
every act which subjects his own to 
reproach ; that I shall publicly exculpate 
this government from the imputation of 
assenting to such a procedure, and shall 
reserve it as an objection to any future 
engagements with him when the present 
service shall have been accomplished.”' 1 * 
The necessity of clearing the whole 
region of the Rohilla chiefs and their 
bands, who neither tilled nor spun, who 
despised every occupation but that of war 
ami plunder, was understood from the 
first; but, if the nabob devastated the 
country, and destroyed or scared away its 
old and peaceful inhabitants, whose in¬ 
dustry paid the revenues, and if the 
English troops were to be allowed to 
appropriate the spoils of the vanquished 
Rohillas, how would the nabob be able to 
make his large payments to the company ? 
Hastings reminded Colonel Champion of 
these difficulties, and strongly condemned 
him for attempting to search for treasures 
and booty in the captured town of Peli- 
beet. The Rohillas had exhausted all 
their strength or spirit in one well-con¬ 
tested battle ; they never again made 
head in the interior of the country against 
the English, and the rest of the war 
consisted of skirmishes and pursuit. At 
Bissoulah, the principal city, in the very 



* Letters to Middleton, as given in Gleig’s 
Memoirs of Warren Hastings. 


centre of Rohilcund, the Englisn 
the army of Shah Alum, which, act 
to the Mogul’s agreement with the Nabob 
of Oude, had penetrated the country from 
the side of Delhi. This force had done 
nothing, and had now uothing to do, as 
the English had in reality finished the 
war; but, to the astonishment of Cham¬ 
pion, Nujeef Khan, the commander of it, 
demanded a part of the plunder and a 
part of the conquered territory for his 
master, the emperor, in right of the treaty 
which lie had concluded with Sujah 
Dowla. The nabob-vizier could not dis¬ 
pute the treaty, as Shah Alum sent the 
English commander a copy of it; but the 
Nabob of Oude pretended that the coun¬ 
terpart, which was in his own possession, 
stipulated that the emperor should take 
the field in person, and that, as he had not 
done so, but merely sent Nujeef Khan, 
the whole bargain was broken, and he had 
no right either to spoil or to territory. 
Champion obtained a sight of this curious 
counterpart, and ascertained, by means of 
the interpreter to his army, that there was 
no such variation in it; and Nujeef Khan 
and others affirmed that the emperor had 
never made such a stipulation even ver¬ 
bally. Champion would gladly have 
gratified the Mogul at the expense of the 
nabob, whom he so cordially hated; but 
Hastings and the council at Calcutta 
decided that the whole of the country 
should and must remain to Sujah Dowla, 
according to their own treaty with him, 
in which the emperor was certainly nei¬ 
ther named nor thought of. Fyzoola 
Khan collected the greater part of the 
dispossessed, fugitive Rohillas, and took 
up a very strong post near the frontiers 
of the country, expecting to be joined by 
other tribes of the great Afghan famity, 
to which he and his Rohillas belonged. 
It was apprehended by Sujah Dowla 
that the Mahrattas would come down also; 
and his fears induced him to open nego¬ 
tiations with Fyzoola Khan. This turn 
of affairs was promoted by the temper of 
the English troops, who, disgusted with 
their ally and all his concerns, dispirited 
by long marches, short commons, and the 
total absence of prize-money and of any 
chance of it, were not very anxious to 
attack a bold enemy in a formidable 
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gipong rocks and hills, and de- 
/W trenches, stockades, and other 
sW/A. treaty was, therefore, hurried 
_tfclusion, Fyzoola Khan surrender¬ 
ing one-half of all his effects to the Nabob 
of Oude, and that nabob granting him a 
jaghire in Kohilcund. Some few chiefs 
remained on the frontiers with Fyzoola 
Khan ; but the large majority, with their 
vassals or followers, went into other 
countries to seek new settlements with 
sword and spear. The Afghan race 
might almost be said to be rooted out of 
Rohiicund. Their entire number pro¬ 
bably never exceeded 80,000, counting all 
classes, and men, women, and children. 
The Hindu population that remained 
under the rule of the Nabob of Oude was 
estimated at 2,000,000. 

Just as the first Rohilla war came to 
this conclusion, the new constitution, as 
framed by parliament, commenced its 
operation, general Clave ring, Mr. Mon- 
son, and Mr. Philip Francis arrived at 
Calcutta (Mr. Harwell, the fourth mem¬ 
ber, liad been in India long before) on 
the 19th of October, 1774. On the fol¬ 
lowing day the existing government was 
dissolved by proclamation, and the new 
council, consisting of the four gentlemen 
named, and Hastings with the rank of Go¬ 
vernor-general of Bengal, took possession 
of its powers. Of his four colleagues Mr. 
Harwell alone was acceptable to Hastings. 
Three seemed to have come with the 
predetermination of opposing him in all 
things, and one of the three — Francis — 
hated him from the beginning with an 
intensity of which few English natures 
are capable. But among the judges who 
liad arrived with the members of this new 
council Sir Elijah Impey, the senior in 
rank, was an old and dear friend of the 
governor-general. They had been school¬ 
fellows at Westminster. Hastings, de¬ 
lighted at his appointment, had written 
to Impey—“ The news of your appoint¬ 
ment to preside over the high court of 
justice affords me every cause of satisfac¬ 
tion without a circumstance of regret to 
allay it. In truth, my friend, nothing 
else could have reconciled me to that part 
of the act, which, if any latitude is left to 
you in its first establishment, may, and I 
am sure will, be made a source of the 



most valuable benefits to this 

The general letter of the court _ 

tors, which was read at the first meeting of 
the new council, recommended above nil 
things unanimity and concord among 
those to whom the powers of the govern¬ 
ment were delegated: it required them 
to do all in their power to preserve peace 
in India; it required them to meet in 
council twice every week at least; it 
committed to Hastings, as governor-ge¬ 
neral, the charge of carrying on all cor¬ 
respondence with the country powers; 
but at the same time it prescribed that 
he should dispatch no letters without the 
previous sanction of the council, and that 
all letters received by him from the 
country powers should be submitted to 
the council at their first meeting: it re¬ 
commended a careful revision of all the 
Company’s affairs, alliances, connexions, 
&c., formed or likely to be formed with 
the Indian states in the neighbourhood of 
the three presidencies ; and, as by the act 
they alone had the power of peace or war 
in the country, it exhorted them to be 
careful and cautious in the extreme in 
committing themselves by any alliances, 
or compacts, with the native powers or 
with the Europeans settled iii India. 

As the company had fully approved of 
Hastings’s system of letting the lands on 
farm, and of other parts of his fiscal re¬ 
gulations, the council were instructed to 
leave those things as they were ; hut the 
directors urged an inquiry into all past 
abuses and oppressions with tne view of 
preventing the possibility of their recur¬ 
rence. The letter finished, as it began 
with an exhortation to unanimity and 
concord. That unanimity was incom¬ 
patible with a body so constituted, and 
with tempers, interests, and views so dia¬ 
metrically opposed. The temper of Fran¬ 
cis alone was enough to introduce discord 
into a paradise—and Calcutta was far 
from being any such sojourn of beatified, 
peaceful spirits. Besides, he, and Cla¬ 
vering, and Monson, who had never been 
in India before, had come out to detect 
and reform abuses, which the long local 
knowledge of Hastings and Barwell viewed 
in a different light, or with a better ac¬ 
quaintance with the primary causes of 
them, and the difficulty of making auy 
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hqnge. Correctors of abuses and 
particularly when deficient iu 
, find more abuses than really 
yfmd no class of men are more in¬ 
tolerant. Hastings, too, conscious of his 
own superior knowledge of Indian affairs 
and the Indian character, and accustomed 
for some time to an almost undivided 
authority, was not likely to descend very 
willingly from a whole to be only a fifth, 
or to entertain an implicit deference to the 
opinions of men who had passed their lives 
in such a different sphere. The natural 
love of power, and, perhaps, not less, the in¬ 
timate and unselfish conviction that such a 
system was the only one that could work 
well with the native princes, who had no 
idea of a divided rule, had led him to act 
upon the recommendation of Clive, and, 
at least in his political negotiations, to 
assume a high and almost single authority. 
In conformity with this plan of action he 
had of his own accord appointed his 
friend Middleton to he resident and agent 
at the court of the Nabob of Oude, with 
instructions on all secret and important 
matters to correspond with himself alone, 
without communicating to the council at 
Calcutta, who did not invariably preserve 
the secrecy considered necessary to the 
success of his schemes and diplomacy.* 
And this was the first point to winch 
Francis, Clavering, and Monson directed 
their attack. They demanded that the 
whole of Middleton's correspondence from 
his first appointment should be laid before 
them. Hastings refused to produce more 
than a part of it, saying that the other 
portions had reference to merely private 
matters or opinions ; and hereupon they 
began to assert, by implication, that he 
had embarked in an unnecessary and 
unjustifiable war — the war with the Ko¬ 
fi ill as — for private and sordid motives; 
nud that his whole connexion with Sujah 
Dow la had been a series of bad actions, 
fraud, and selfishness. As far as money 
was concerned, these aspersions were un¬ 
just to the utmost extent of injustice. 


* Hastings insisted that the immemorial usage 
of the service hod left the whole correspondence 
with the country powers in the hands of the 
govern'Or; and that Mr. Middleton in that light 
could only receive his orders from, and address 
his letters to, him. 


Hastings was actually a poorer ml 
than when he quitted his inferior enfcpl^ 
ment at Madras in 1771 ! He had mad 
savings and gathered large contributions, 
and perhaps neither the economy nor 
the gain had proceeded upon strict prin¬ 
ciples of justice ; but he had made them 
solely for the company’s benefit, and 
mostly at the company’s express com¬ 
mand. He was above the motives im¬ 
puted to him: he was, as many other men 
have been and are, constitutionally indif¬ 
ferent to money for himself. 

As Francis™ we must put this name 
first, for he was ever the most active and 
by far the most able of the trio—Claver- 
lag, and Monson constituted the majority 
of the council, they assumed all the 
powers of government, and for a time re¬ 
duced Hastings, with his adherent Har¬ 
well, to the condition of a cypher. Of 
course they soon turned the government 
into an anarchy. They voted the immediate 
recall of Middleton from Oude, although 
Hastings declared that such a measure 
would be attended with the very worst ef¬ 
fects, as proclaiming to the natives that the 
English authorities were no longer agreed 
among themselves, and that the govern¬ 
ment of Calcutta was tailing into a state 
of revolution. Sujah Dowln, wkfr in truth 
had no conception of a division of power, 
and wl ii had always looked to Hastings, 
and tv none other, was utterly con¬ 
founded : and when Middleton showed 
him his letter of recall, he burst into 
tears, regarding it as the beginning of 
hostilities intended against himself. Other 
differences arose daily in the supreme 
council; and Hastings began to complain 
bitterly of the precipitancy and violence 
of the majority, At the beginning of 
December he wrote to one of the moot 
powerful members of the court of direc¬ 
tors:—“I am afraid you will see too close 
a resemblance in the disputes in which I 
am engaged to those between our late 
friend (Mr. Vansittart) and his council; 
but I trust that, by the benefit of his ex¬ 
ample and my own experience, and by a 
temper which, in spite of nature, I have 
brought under proper subjection, I shall 
be aole to prevent the same dreadful 
extremities which attended the former 
quarrels.Without friends, without 
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. aw<M$ncy of/personal interest, X have but 
prospect; but I am pre- 
;pa,r<?il Xpr r tbe worst, and shall return 
quietly and even contentedly to England 
the moment I hear of my recall, for there 
is no room for palliatives*. I hope that my 
reputation will be spared ; but if it is to be 
blackened for the sake of giving a fair 
colour to the severity which is to be ex¬ 
ercised towards me, I will most certainly 
defend myself, and I am sure that I shall 
be able to do it to the shame of my calum¬ 
niators/”" And in a letter, dated the 
same day, to Lord North, the English 
premier, he said—“ The public dispatches 
will inform you of the division which 
prevails in our councils. I do not mean 
m this letter to enter into a detail of its 
rise and progress, but will beg leave to 
refer to those dispatches for the particulars, 
and for the defence both of my measures 
and opinions. I shall here only assure 
your lordship that this unhappy difference 
did not spring from me, and that, had 
General Clavering, Mr. Monson, and 
Mr. Francis brought with them the same 
conciliatory spirit which I had adopted, 
your lordship would not have been embar¬ 
rassed with the appeals of a disjointed 
administration, nor the public business 
here retarded by discordant councils.”f 
One long-continued cause of quarrel 
was the Rohilla war. The majority de¬ 
clared that war to be monstrous, and the 
dispossessed and tyrannical tribes to be a 
brave but meek and inoffensive people, 
who had particular claims on the sym¬ 
pathies of generous minds. The Rohillas 
were what we have described them; 
and to their qualities remain to be 
added those of craft and treachery in a 
degree excessive even for Ind\a, and a 
bloodthirstiness like that of famishing 
tigers. But, though the war was to be 
reprobated and the Rohillas pitied, £ 
though Champion and his brigade were 
to be instantly ordered to evacuate Rohil- 
cnnd, the price of the war was to be 
poured into the company's exchequer, 
the Nabob of Oude was to be made to 


* Letter to Sulivan. 

f Letter to Lord North, as given by Mr. Gleig. 
£ The real objects of pity in Rohilcund were 
rather the poor Hindus than the Rohillas. 


pay to the last rupee of what he hauS5%- 
mised, and he was to be threatenctTamr 
bullied into earlier payments than he had 
stipulated for. Thus, if they considered 
the Avar as diabolical work, they could 
still love the devil's money. In vain 
Hastings and Harwell remonstrated and 
protested ; they were but two to three, 
and the determinations of Francis and 
his colleagues were carried forthwith 
into execution. Their behaviour vexed 
'and terrified Sujah Dowla, and may have 
contributed to hasten his departure from 
the cares of this world, for he died a few 
months after their arrival, at. the very 
beginning of the year 1775, dictating in 
his last moments a letter to Hastings to 
implore his friendship and protection for 
his son. This son, who took the name of 
Asoff-ul-Dowla, succeeded without oppo¬ 
sition to Oude and its dependencies, which 
now included the country of the Rohillas, 
The majority in council were as harsh 
towards the son as they had been towards 
the father: they called upon him for 
prompt payment of all that was owing, 
and at the same time they declared that 
their treaty was dissolved by the death 
of the old nabob. Mr. Middleton had 
been succeeded at the court of Oude by 
Mr. Bristow, who took his orders from, 
and acted entirely in the spirit of, Francis, 
Clavering, and Monson. Bristow com¬ 
pelled the young nabob to accede to a 
treaty which contained as an essential 
article an incomparably more questionable 
arrangement than Xlastings’s engagement 
for the expulsion of the Rohillas. By 
this treaty the company guaranteed to 
Asoff-ul-Dowla the possession of Corah 
and Allahabad; but the nabob, in return, 
ceded to the company the territory of Cheyte 
Sing , the liajah of Benares , which was 
not his to cede, and which had been solemnly 
guaranteed to the rajah by Hastings. The 
revenue of Cheyte Sing’s territory thus 
alienated was estimated at 22,000,000 of 
rupees; but, as this took nothing out of 
the pocket of the young Nabob of Oude, 
he was hound in the same treaty to dis¬ 
charge all his father’s debts and engage¬ 
ments whatsoever with the company, and 
to raise greatly the alloAvance to the com¬ 
pany’s brigade. Hastings indignantly re¬ 
fused to sanction this treaty, which never- 
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ef itho warm approbation of the 
^directors at home, who, as usual, 
/the money clauses without re- 
j^on the injustice of the conditions, 
or the ability or inability of the young 
nabob to pay. 

The supreme council, as provided by 
the Regulating Act, asserted their autho¬ 
rity over the other presidencies, and re¬ 
quired from each of them a full report of 
its actual condition, political, financial, 
and commercial. The political status of 
the presidency of Bombay, which had 
long been so quiet and removed from the 
struggles of war, was at this moment as 
troublous as wav and politics could make 
it, for the council there had entered upon 
the stormy and incomprehensible sea of 
Mahratta politics. The first temptation 
had been Salsette, that rich island that 
lay in their immediate neighbourhood, 
and that had been coveted for more than 
a hundred years by the English at Bom¬ 
bay. The directors at home had fully 
partaken in this desire, and in 1769 had 
greatly applauded an attempt made to 
obtain Salsette by negotiation with the 
Mahrattas. In 1773, after various other 
attempts had failed, advantage was taken 
of the confusion and civil wav which en¬ 
sued on the assassination of Narrain Row 
and the election of a new Peishwa; the 
presidency of Bombay dispatched a con¬ 
siderable force to Salsette, which carried 
the principal fort by assault and then 
took quiet possession of the island. To 
secure this valuable possession, and to 
obtain future advantages and cessions of 
territory in the neighbourhood of Surat, 
the presidency concluded a treaty with 
Ragoba, whom, for the occasion, they 
chose to consider legitimate Peishwa of 
the Mahrattas, who were themselves 
much divided in opinion whether the 
right or the might lay with Ragoba, or 
Futtee-Sing, or some other Sing or Row, 
and who were cutt ing one another’s throats 
to decide the question. Ragoba, who 
counted upon English troops and sepoys as 
certain to give him the superiority, made 
a grant of Salsette, Bassein, and other 
places to the presidency; and the presi¬ 
dency sent Colonel Keating with 600 
European infantry, 80 European artillery¬ 
men, 1400 sepoys, and 160 lascars, with 


a fielcl-train and some heavier 
assist Ragoba, who had himself 
army of horse.* On the I8th oPMay, 
1776, Keating, on the plain of Arras, re¬ 
pulsed the attack of one of the Mahratta 
confederacies hostile to Ragoba; but lie 
lost a considerable number of men, and 
found his future movements impeded by 
the discontents of the Peishwa’s troops, 
who refused to cross the Nerbuddah until 
they should be paid their arrears. But 
in the month of July, when Ragoba had 
got money and had weakened the hostile 
confederacy by detaching some of its most 
powerful members, the road to Poona, 
which was a kind of Mahratta capital, 
seemed open to him and his English al¬ 
lies. At this point the supreme council 
at Calcutta judged it proper to strike in; 
and they did so with the same temper 
they had displayed on other occasions. 
They rated the members of the council 
of Bombay as if they had been a set of 
clerks or schoolboys; they called them 
to account for daring to enter upon such 
important negotiations and operations 
without their consent and sanctiou; they 
ordered them instantly to withdraw their 
troops and to recall their resident from 
Poona; and after this they sent an agent 
of their own to undertake treaties and 
pursue a line of policy the very opposite 
to that hitherto pursued. Colonel Upton, 
this new agent, did not reach Poona till 
the end of the year 1775. His instructions 
were to treat with the chiefs of the Mah¬ 
ratta confederacy, which the supreme 
council considered as likely to he the 
stronger party in the end; but he was also 
furnished with a letter from the council 
to Ragoba, in case he should prove the 
stronger. If the confederacy prevailed 
the letter might be burned, but if they 
should be defeated then it would serve as 
an introduction to negotiations with Ra¬ 
goba. But Upton had been only a tew- 
days at Pood a ere he found that the Mah¬ 
rattas were much iu the same uncertain 
state of mind as the supreme council. 
“ For,” said he, “ the chiefs of this coun¬ 
try are quite at a loss which side to take, 
and are waiting to see what the English 


* Forbes, Oriental Memoirs. Mr. Forbes was 
at this time private secretary to Colonel Keating, 
the commanding officer. 
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pertinacity of the Mahratta 
aerated against Ragoba, in 
l the immediate restoration of 
Bassein, and all that had been 
acquired by the recent treaty with Ra¬ 
goba, removed the doubts and vacilla¬ 
tions of the supreme council, who finally 
determined that the Peislrwa recognised 
by the presidency of Bombay was to be 
recognised by them also as the rightful 
sovereign, and that the cause of Ragoba 
was to be supported “with the utmost 
vigour, and with a general exertion of the 
whole power of the English arms in In¬ 
dia/’ But Ragoba gained nothing by 
this high-sounding resolution. His ene¬ 
mies jockeyed him when he thought him¬ 
self close to the winning-post. Seeing 
that they would not be satisfied with less, 
the confederates agreed to yield Salsette 
and the small islands near it, upon which 
the majority of the supreme council agreed 
to abandon the cause of Ragoba and give 
up their claims to Basseiii and the other 
territory which the lawful then and un¬ 
lawful now Peishwa had given to the 
presidency of Bombay as part of the price 
of their assistance. A treaty to this effect 
was concluded by Colonel Upton; and 
then Ragoba, knowing that his life was 
in danger, prayed for an asylum in Bom¬ 
bay. That presidency granted his prayer, 
but the supreme council sent orders from 
Calcutta that they were not to receive 
him, as such a measure would give um¬ 
brage to the party with whom the treaty 
had been concluded ; and Ragoba was 
therefore condemned for some time to 
lead a vagabond life. 

While these events were passing in 
Western India, other hosts of Mahrattas 
descended into the valley of the Ganges 
from Agra and Delhi, and plundered the 
more northern parts of the dominions of 
the young Nabob of Oude, who is de¬ 
scribed as being as great a coward as his 
father, and destitute of ability, which his 
father was not. These devastations, which 
went to stop the current of supplies to a 
treasury which the supreme council had 
emptied, were accompanied by rumours 
of a new coalition between the emperor, 

• Letter to the council as quoted by Mill, Hist. 
Brit, Iud. 


the Mahrattas, the Seiks, the ij* 
and other Afghan tribes, for the 
of conquering the whole of Oude. 
plans adopted by the supreme council to 
break or resist this league were not very 
wise or consistent, and Asofl-ul-Dowla 
owed his safety for the present to quar¬ 
rels which broke out among the mem¬ 
bers of the coalition, and to the poverty 
and indecision of Shah Alum. In all 
consultations in couucil the voice the 
least heeded was that of the governor- 
general. Irritated and hopeless of any 
change there, Hastings remitted a load of 
papers, said by him to he complete and 
literal copies of his correspondence with 
Mr. Middleton, to Lord North, in vindi¬ 
cation of his own character; and an¬ 
nounced to his friends in England that 
he should certainly return home by the 
next ship unless he received the approba¬ 
tion of the court of directors to his past 
conduct. The hostile majority continued 
to heap accusations against him. “ These 
men,” said he, “ began their opposition on 
the second day of our meeting. The symp¬ 
toms of it betrayed themselves on the 
very first. They condemned me before 
they could have read any part of the pro¬ 
ceedings, and all the study of the public 
records since, all the informations they 
have raked up out of the dirt of Calcutta, 
and the encouragement given to the 
greatest villains in the province, are for 
the sole purpose of finding grounds to 
vilify my character and undo all the la¬ 
bours of my government.”* Francis, 
Clavering, and Monson had got hold of 
the great informer or arch-devil of Ben¬ 
gal, the notorious Nuncomar, and were 
now inciting him to collect evidence and 
bring charges against Hastings, as Has¬ 
tings had encouraged him, by command 
of the secret committee of the court of 
directors, to produce charges against Mo¬ 
hammed Roza Khan.f Knowing as he 
did the depth of the craft and malignity 
of that Hindu’s nature, Hastings had suf¬ 
ficient reason to feel disquieted. “ Nnn- 
comar,” said he, “ whom 1 have thus long 
protected and supported, whom against 


* Letter to Sulivan, dated 25th February, 1775, 
as given bv Gleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings, 
•j* See.au te, pp. 141, 142. 
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[ have cherished like a serpent, 
j/stung me, is now in close con- 
vith my adversaries, and the 
''mover of all their intrigues; but 
he will sting them too, or I am mistaken, 
before he quits them. I have expelled 
him from my gates, and. while I live will 
never re-admit him.”* At the prompt¬ 
ing of Nnncomar, Francis and his friends 
called in the further aid of a Hindu 
woman, the Ranee or liana of Burdwan, 
whom Hastings had turned out of Cal¬ 
cutta as an intriguing, violent woman. 
The ltance, with proper assistance, sent 
in circumstantial charges, accusing Hast¬ 
ings of extorting 1,500,000 rupees; his 
bauyan, or native secretary, who was re¬ 
sident in Burdwan, and others of his ser¬ 
vants, of extorting a great deal more; 
the fabulous total being set down by the 
Ranee and her accountants and advisers at 
considerably above nine millions of rupees. 
She produced witnesses to prove some of 
the facts; but they were Indian witnesses, 
and as such entitled to no credit. Upon 
examination the hostile majority felt 
obliged to drop these accusations. Never¬ 
theless in the presence of Hastings they 
proceeded to vote certain honours and 
distinctions to the Ranee. At this gross 
insult he broke up the council, which as 
its president he conceived lie had a clear 
right to do. The trio then passed the 
resolution that a vote of adjournment 
could be passed only by the majority, 
voted one of themselves into the presi¬ 
dent’s chair, and continued their sittings. 
The next great charge they entertained 
was that Hastings had appropriated to 
himself two-thirds of the salary of the 
Pbousdar or governor of Hooghly—a 
place which had once been held by Nun- 
comar. Hastings was ready to refer this 
business to the English judges, hut he 
denied the competency of the council to 
take it up; and it seems to us that no 
man in his senses, however conscious he 
might be of his innocence, would have 
submitted to the judgment of three im¬ 
placable enemies, who had determined 
that they were omnipotent in their majo¬ 
rity. He was supported, as on all other 



occasions, by Mr. Harwell. The 1 

sisted on the right of proceeding. _ 

declared that he would not sit there to be 
confronted with such vile accusers, or 
suffer a judicial inquiry into his conduct 
at a board of which he was president; 
and as president, as governor-general, he 
again dissolved the council. But one 
of the trio again took the chair, and the 
business was continued by themselves 
when Hastings and Barwell were gone. 
This charge was even worse supported 
than those made by the revengeful Ranee. 
Two letters of most doubtful authenticity 
and two Indian witnesses were all the 
evidence produced. But other charges 
came flying in to the supreme council, 
for the great informer was indefatigable 
in his calling. “ The trumpet, ” said 
Hastings, “has been sounded, and the 
whole host of informers will soon crowd 
to Calcutta with their complaints and 
ready depositions. Nuncomar holds his 
durbar in complete state, sends for zemin¬ 
dars and their vakeels, coaxing and 
threatening them for complaints, which 
no doubt he will get in abundance, be¬ 
sides what he forges himself. The system 
which they have laid down for conduct¬ 
ing their affair is, as I am told, after this 
manner. The General rummages the 
consultations for disputable matter, with 
the aid of old Fowke. Colonel Monsen 
receives, and I have been assured de¬ 
scends even to solicit, accusations. Fran¬ 
cis writes” [And with what gall the pen 
of Junius could write, or, if there he any 
unconvinced of the identity, what gall 
Francis put in his avowed letters, pamph¬ 
lets, and speeches, is pretty well known.] 
“ Goring is employed as their agent with 
Mohammed Reza Khan, and Fowke with 

Nuncomar.Was it for this that 

the legislature of Great Britain formed 
this new system of government for Ben¬ 
gal, and armed it with powers extending 
to every part of the British empire in 
India ?”* Three or four days after writ¬ 
ing these words Hastings informed the 
same correspondents that one of the prin¬ 
cipal native witnesses had waited upon 
him and affirmed with the most solemn 


* Letter to Sulivnn, tinted 25th February, 1775, 
as given by Gleig, Memoirs of Warren Hastings. 


# Letter to Mr. Graham and Colonel Mac 
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s that Nur.comar, Mr. Fowke, 
were guilty of conspiracy 

_ __ ; that this native had offered 

to produce evidence to that effect; and 
that, consequently, he (Hastings) had re¬ 
solved on the prosecution of Fowke, Nun- 
coniar, and the rest. And he accord¬ 
ingly sought redress from the judges of 
the newly elected supreme court, where 
his friend and schoolfellow Irapey pre¬ 
sided. The judges, after a long exami¬ 
nation of the cose, made Nuncomar and 
Fowke give bail,, and bound over the 
governor-general to prosecute them for 
a conspiracy. Immediately after this 
General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and 
Mr. Francis made a visit of honour to 
Nuncomar, a compliment which had never 
been paid him before either by them¬ 
selves or by the members of any preced¬ 
ing administration. 

But on the 11 th of March, a month 
previous to his appearance before the 
judges, and a week or ten days previous 
to the visit of the native witness to 
Hastings, the great informer had accused 
the governor-general of procuring the 
acquittal of Mohammed Keza Khan and 
Shitab Roy for large sums of money; and 
had further accused him of accepting or 
extorting more than three millions and a 
half of rupees for the appointment of the 
Begum and of Nuncomar’s own son Coor- 
dass. These charges had all the . wild¬ 
ness of an Oriental fiction; but the majo¬ 
rity had not only determined that they 
should be discussed, but had even, upon 
evidence which ought not to have been 
allowed to injure the character of a dog, 
declared Hastings guilty of one fraction 
of them, and called upon him to refund 
two lacs of rupees, not, however, to the 
Begum at Moorshedabad, from whom it 
was said he had received them, but to the 
company's treasury at Calcutta ! The 
visit of the trio was intended to support 
—what the mighty Himalaya kself could 
not have propped up — the character and 
veracity of Nuncomar, and to intimate 
that the governor-general's proceedings 
with the judges were intended to get rid 
of a troublesome witness whom Hastings 
had refused to meet in the council-cham¬ 
ber, or to answer. The war was thus 
widened, inasmuch as the majority of the 
supreme council considered the majo¬ 



rity of the supreme court of justice i 
allies und confederates of the govettfol^' 
general and Mr. Bar well. The Begum, 
who had denied a letter said to be here 
and produced in evidence against Hast¬ 
ings, was set down as another enemy by 
the trio, who determined to deprive her 
of the care of her son the young nabob, 
and of the management of his household 
and sixteen annual lacs. Every way the 
battle thickened and became a combat a 
entrance, in which all the generous feel¬ 
ings of the national character seem to 
have been suppressed by all the English 
part of the combatants. 

The charge presented against Nunco- 
mar and Mr. .Joseph Fowke, and for 
which they had been held to bail, was 
simply that they bad headed a conspiracy 
and forced a native to write a petition 
against the governor-general and some of 
his servants; but another and a far more 
serious charge, which had long been hang¬ 
ing over the head of the rajah, now buTSt 
upon him like a thunder-clap. About 
five years before the arrival of Sir Elijah 
Impey and the new English court, which 
was bound by the Regulating Act to ad¬ 
minister justice according to the law of 
England, Nuncomar had been charged 
with the crime of forgery by one Mohun- 
persaud, a native and a Hindu like himself. 
The dark business had been taken up in 
the Mayor's court at Calcutta, over which 
Hastings then presided. This court, ac¬ 
cording to an act of George II., was bound 
to administer English law; but no proper 
judges or law-officers were appointed then, 
either by the crown or by the company; 
the governor’s functionaries made a med¬ 
ley of English law, Hindu law, and Mo¬ 
hammedan law; and the governor him¬ 
self often interfered in the proceedings 
and decisions of the court. This Mayor’s 
court considered the charge so grave, and 
the evidence so good, that it arrested and 
committed Nuncomar; but Hastings, who 
had been ordered by the secret committee 
of the court of directors to avail himself 
of the services of Nuncomar, ordered 
that the then half-convicted villain should 
be released, and the Mayor’s court had 
released Nuncomar accordingly. As there 
was then no other criminal court to resort 
to but this one in which Hastings pre¬ 
sided, and as Hastings had interposed 
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he law arul the offender, neither 
Editor Mohunpersaud nor any 
native took further steps, or could 
have taken them before the arrival of the 
supreme court. Besides, the forged in¬ 
strument was kept in the Mayor’s court, 
and could not be procured from thence. 
Hastings, who evidently feared Nunco- 
mar almost as much as he hated him— 
Hastings, who knew by experience the 
malice, ingenuity, falsehood, and remorse¬ 
lessness of the Hindu, and the iittle trust 
to be put in the candour, wisdom, and 
justice of the court of directors, may 
very possibly have kept this forged docu¬ 
ment as a shield of defence for himself, 
and as a cutting sword against Nunco- 
inar: but with this intention, or with this 
retention of the document by Hastings’s 
Mayor’s court, the new supreme court, 
over w T hich Sir Elijah Impey presided, 
had nothing to do. The supreme court 
sat for the first time towards the end of 
October, 1774. The records and papers 
of the Mayor’s court were demanded, and 
were delivered up to it. Among the 
papers was found the document wherein 
Nuncoznar was alleged to ha ve committed 
his act of forgery. The supreme court 
restored the document to the party enti¬ 
tled to it, thus putting that party in a 
condition to proceed against the rajah. 
This, it must be attentively noted, was 
months before Nun comar, under the en¬ 
couragement of Francis, Clavering, and 
Monson, preferred his charges against 
Hastings. It seems proved by every pos¬ 
sible variety of evidence that the supreme 
court could neither have tried the forgery 
case sooner than it did nor later than it 
did; and that, with the startling coin¬ 
cidence of time and facts (which years 
afterwards was turned to such account by 
Francis and the other numerous enemies 
of Hastings and Impey, and which made 
so deep an impression on the public mind 
in England), proceeded from natural and 
almost inevitable causes and circum¬ 
stances, over which neither the supreme 
court, collectively, nor Sir Elijah Impey 
individually, had any sort of control. It 
further appears that Impey, though sub¬ 
sequently selected out of that body as the 
sole object of prosecution, had less to do 
with tiie measures which preceded the 
trial and condemnation of Nuncomar 



than any one of the four memb 
the supreme court. Judge Chambers'dul 
indeed suggest that the indictment should 
be laid under an act of Queen Elizabeth, 
when forgery was not held as a capital 
offence; but the other three judges all 
agreed that the .said act of Elizabeth was 
obsolete; that the act of George II. and 
the Regulating Act left them no choice, 
binding them to administer English law 
in Calcutta as it was administered in 
England ; and that, therefor:*, the indict¬ 
ment of Nuncomar must be laid under the 
act which made forgery an offence punish¬ 
able with death. The whole amount of 
Chambers’s difference of opinion was this, 
and no more. This old associate of Dr. 
Samuel Johnson sat on the bench during 
the whole trial, concurred in the sentence, 
and approved of whatever was done. It 
was not Impey, but Judge Lemaistre, who 
issued the warrant upon which Nuncomar 
was arrested and thrown into the common 
prison of Calcutta. Nuncomar’s arrest 
was on the 6th of May, 1775, when the 
party injured by the forger had repro¬ 
duced the charge — according to some 
at the secret instigation of Hastings; ac¬ 
cording to others, from there now seem¬ 
ing, for the first time, to be a prospect 
of obtaining inpartia! justice. On the 
9th of May, three days after Nunco¬ 
mar’s imprisonment,• Francis, Clavering, 
and Monson, by their right as a ma¬ 
jority, dismissed the Begum from her 
office, and gave it to N imeomar’s son 
Goordass, who hitherto had been acting 
under her. And, as if to show their con¬ 
tempt for the judges of the supreme court, 
or to influence opinion by testifying still 
farther their esteem for the greatest scoun¬ 
drel in all India, the trio visited Nunco¬ 
mar in his prison, going thither with 
pomp and preparation, and the General 
(Clavering) being attended by his aide- 
de-camp Captain Thornton. “ The visit 
to Nuncomar,” said Hastings, “when he 
was to be prosecuted for a conspiracy, 
and the elevation of his son when the 
old gentleman was in gaol and in ct fair 
ivau to be hanged , were bold expedients. 
I doubt if the people in England will 
approve of such barefaced declarations of 
their connexions with such a scoundrel, 
or such attempts to impede and frustrate 
the course of justice. Neither can I sup- 





TRIAL AND EXECUTION OF NUNCOMAR. 



p the dismission of Munny Begum, 
sake of carrying a point of party 
ijch she has no concern, -will be 
consistent with justice, honour, 
or common decency.”* ** These reproaches 
were well grounded—in each particular 
the conduct of the trio was indefensible, 
gross, indecent—but it was indecent too, 
it was horrible in Hastings, considering 
the position in which he stood relatively 
to Nuncomar, and his own rank and sta¬ 
tion in India, to hint at the gibbet before 
the man was tried. 

On the 18th of May Hastings revoked 
a discretionary power he had given his 
friends and agents in England, Mr. 
Graham arid Colonel Mac I^eane, in let¬ 
ters dated the 27th of March, declaring 
that, whatever advices the first packet 
from Leadenlia 11-street might bring, he 
was resolved to stay where he was “ to 
see the issue of his appeal, believing it 
impossible that men whose actions were 
so frantic could be permitted to remain 
in charge of so important a trust.” f The 
trio made a great show of wrath at the 
arrest and imprisonment of the great in¬ 
former, a degradation awful in Brahmins’ 
eyes, and to which no native of his rank 
had ever been subjected: they remon¬ 
strated, they interfered with the judges, 
and the judges told them to attend to 
their ow n business. The trio then pro¬ 
tested against the right of the judges to 


* Letter to Graham and Mac I^eaue, dated 
18th May, 1775. 

+ Letter as given by Gleig. Hastings adds,— 

** Good God 1 what will be said if it be asked 
with authority what the council of India have 
done with the vast powers which were assigned 
them ? In the course of the last seven months they 
have worried their chief, and kept every office and 
businesn of the state wholly impeded.” Ina preced¬ 
ing letter ho says that absolutely nothing had been 
done in the wav of business for the last six months, 
except the very little which the majority of the 
council had allowed him to do himself at the 
revenue board. To Lord North he wrote on the 
27th of March, the same day on which he sent the 
discretionary power to Graham and Mac Leane 
—“1 now most earnestly entreat that your lord¬ 
ship—for on you, I presume, it finally rests— 
will free me from the state I am in, either by 
my immediate recall, or hy the confirmation of the 
trust and authority of which you have hitherto 

thought me. deserving.The meanest drudge, 

who owes his daily subsistence to daily labour, en¬ 
joys a condition of happiness compared to mine, 
while I am doomed to share the responsibility of 
measures of which 1 disapprove, and to bean idle 
spectator of the ruin which I cannot avert.” 



commit on any such charge; all 

manded that Nuncomar should be JibjJ_ 

ated on bail. The judges replied that 
forgery was a capital crime, and not bail¬ 
able, by the laws of England ; that by the 
last act the laws of England were esta¬ 
blished in Calcutta, and consequently that 
the prisoner must remain in gaol until the 
day of trial. When that black day arrived, 
Nuncomar was brought before the supreme 
court and a jury of Englishmen. A native 
merchant of Calcutta, the original ac¬ 
cuser, and othef witnesses, deposed to 
facts, and there was an accumulation of 


evidence} to prove that, six years betore, 
the prisoner had committed forgery on, 
or in, a private bond. Nuncomar had 
witnesses to swear against nearly every¬ 
thing that the witnesses for the prosecu¬ 
tion swore to, so that the deliberations 
of the jury were little more than a weigh¬ 
ing of probabilities and chances as to the 
side where the perjury lay. The great 
informer’s knowledge and tactics did not 
exteud beyond this producing of witnesses, 
who were always to be bought by any 
party who had money or power, and for 
the prosecution as well as for the defence; 
but he was assisted hy counsel — by two 
English barristers — and so far from being 
unacquainted with the nature of the Eng¬ 
lish laws relating to forgery, and with 
the dangerous predicament m which he 
stood, he was very well informed as to 
those laws, and knew perfectly well that 
life and death depended upon the verdict 
of the jury. In fact the particular law 
in question, as well as other criminal 
laws of England, had beeu applied in 
Calcutta before the establishment of the 
supreme court, and before the passing 
of the Regulating Act, which (lid but 
confirm and provide for the due execu¬ 
tion of the Act of Geo. II. (which Act 
declared the law of England to be the 
law of Calcutta and of our other actual 
possessions in India). As far back as 
1764 one Raddachund Mettre, a Hindu 
of rank like Nuncomar, had been con¬ 
demned to death for forgery; and, though 
he had received the king’s pardon, other 
natives had been hanged for the same 
crime years before the trial and conviction 
of Nuncomar.* Nuncomar’s witnesses 


• Examination of Mr. Banvell on Hastings's 
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mbered by the witnesses for 
lotion, among whom were in- 
st of the principal native in¬ 
habitants of Calcutta. The deed now 
produced in court w as held to be a damn¬ 
ing proof of guilt; and the whole tenor 
of the man’s life was against him. All 
the judges concurred; the jury returned 
a plain and unqualified verdict of guilty; 
and Sir Elijah Impey, as the organ of 
the court, pronounced sentence of death. 
When Kaddachund Mettre lay under sen¬ 
tence of death for forgery, the principal 
native inhabitants of Calcutta drew up 
aud signed an earnest petition in his fa¬ 
vour ; but now no such step was taken by 
the natives; neither the Hindus nor the 
Mahommedans, neither the English resi¬ 
dents of the Francis party nor those of the 
Hastings party recommended the prisoner 
to mercy, or prayed for a suspension of the 
execution: the only party or person that 
petitioned for Nuncomar was Nuncomar 
himself, and his petition was never pre¬ 
sented to dhe judges, but was burned by 
the hands*of the common hangman as a 
libel on the supreme court—and this 
burning w r as done not by order of the su¬ 
preme court, who never saw the petition; 
not by order of Hastings, who could carry 
no measure; hut by the trio, Francis, 
Clavering, and Monson, who controlled 
everything that was (lone in council, 
and who were pretending to be ex¬ 
tremely anxious to save and serve the 
rajah 1 These men had seized upon all the 
powers of government; they had repeat¬ 
edly set the authority of Hastings at de¬ 
fiance, voting another president to fill his 
chair; they had interfered in matters of 
far greater import; they had broken 
treaties and alliances of his making; and 
had made treaties and compacts of their 
own; they had declared to his own face 
and to the court of directors, and still 
higher authorities at home, that Hastings 
w r as an embezzler, a plunderer, a conspi¬ 
rator, and that they believed him to be 
capable of the darkest crimes, and Nun¬ 
comar wholly innocent of the two charges 
—of the conspiracy on which he w as 
admitted to bail, and of the forgery for 
wlfich he was to be hanged;—they con- 


trial. Mr. Harwell deposed that he had himself 
presided in the court which condetnued these men. 



tinued to defy his authority after 1 
event, as before it; and everything gftesi 
prove that If they had been seriously bent 
on preserving the old rajah’s life they 
might have preserved it. If they had 
been animated by the generous feelings 
and the enthusiastic regard for justice 
which Francis afterwards laid claim to 
for himself aud his colleagues, they would 
have risked hostile collision and actual 
civil war in the streets of Calcutta rather 
than have permitted the execution. In 
a very short time they did risk that ex¬ 
tremity. In the presem case they seem 
to have felt that the death of Nuncomar 
would give them the opportunity of pro¬ 
claiming to the world (unacquainted with 
the particulars) that Hastings had pre¬ 
cipitated the arrest, trial, and execution 
of a troublesome witness whose charges 
he could not answer, in order to terrify 
other witnesses from appearing against 
him. And to this account they certainly 
began to turn the old rajah as soon as he 
was dead. 

We reserve any further remarks upon 
this trial and execution for a future 
period, when we will take a compre¬ 
hensive view of the whole subject: for 
the present it will suffice to say that Nun¬ 
comar was left for immediate execution, 
aud that he was hanged on the 5th of 
August, 1775.* 


• When wo first wrote the first part of these 
judicial proceedings, we were deceived by the 
trust we placed on the authority of certain writer? 
who were supposed to he well acquainted with the 
whole subject, and who ought certaiulv to have 
been so from the position they had occupied anil 
the opportunities they had enjoyed. An attentive 
reconsideration of the subject, with an examina¬ 
tion of documents both printed and manuscript, 
have convinced us that our trust was misplaced. 
Hence the important alterations in our present 
text. We have now before us a great body of 
Indian correspondence, comprising many original 
letters of Sir Elijah Impey, and many letters of 
Mr. Hastings, not published in Mr. Gleig’s Lite 
of the Governor-General. Wo have also in our 
possession ' MS. Notes and Documents relating 
to the Administration of Justice iu India by Sir 
Elijah Impey, from 1774 to 17S4, compiled irom 


Oxford. Iti answer to the misstatements of.T. II. 
Mucaulay, Esq.’ 

And, in nearly every instance, we have com¬ 
pared the copies, extracts, &c. contained in this 
raauuscript with the original document'. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


The majority of the council knew nothing 
if they did not know the conduct of Nun- 
comar towards Mohammed Reza Khan, 
yet they had supported and courted the 
old Hindu notwithstanding those transac¬ 
tions. Now, however, that the Hindu 
was hanged, they chose to consider his 
rival as the most trustworthy man in 
Bengal ; and they proposed that lie 
should have not only the charge of the 
young nabob’s household instead of 
Goordass, whom they themselves had so 
recently promoted, but also the higher 
office of dewaii, which he had held pre¬ 
viously to his downfall and arrest in 1772. 
They proposed that he should have the 
superintendence of the native penal courts 
as the naibs had had before, and that the 
Nizamut Adaulut should be removed from 
Calcutta back to Moorshedabad. This 
latter measure wont wholly to destroy the 
achievement which Hastings had so much 
prided himself upon, and which he con¬ 
sidered indispensable to the preservation 
of the English" government in Bengal; 
but the three against two carried their 
proposals into execution by right of their 
majority, and in contempt of the opinion 
and remonstrances of the governor-general. 
In the same temper the trio proceeded to 
condemn and destroy Hastings’s recently 
introduced system of revenue and finance, 
a system not without faults, but freer from 
them than the practice which had preceded 
it, and far less tyrannical than the old 
plan of collection under the native princes. 
Hastings sent home complaints and repre¬ 
sentations, but these now were more fre¬ 
quently addressed to the prime minister 
than to the court of directors, of whose 
opinion and approbation he was long un¬ 
certain, as he reasonably might be, seeing 
with what rapidity they could change 
their plans, and with what ease they 


could condemn in one dispatch what 
they had approved of and applauded in 
another. He continued to represent that 
his arms were tied, and that the greater 
part of the public business was at a stand¬ 
still ; that the judges of the supreme court 
were insulted and outraged by the ma¬ 
jority of the council, and were only hin¬ 
dered from wining to an open rupture by 
his endeavours, and their own regard to 
public order. 

Francis, who led Clavering and Monson 
by the nose, and speechified and wrote 
them out of their senses, was not a man 
to care much for the sharp horns of this 
dilemma. If Mohammed Reza Khan was % 
worthy of trust, honour, and employment, 
then was Nuncomar, who had sworn 
against his life, the worst of villains; if 
N uncomar was worthy of the sympathy 
which had been bestowed upon him, and 
of the visits of honour paid to him in his 
prison by the members of the council, 
then was it monstrous in the same men to 
court, applaud, and promote his life-long 
rival and foe, Mohammed Keza Khan, as 
soon as Nuncomar was hanged. We 
have not been over lenient to Hastings in 
dealing with the manner in which he 
executed the dishonouring and iniquitous 
orders received from Leadenhal 1-street; 
but we conceive that it would be a gigantic 
mistake to admit that Francis had purer 
motives or a more delicate conscience 
thate the governor, or to believe that those 
who became,the censors and afterwards 
the public accusers of Warren Hastings 
were not quite capable of doing worse 
things than any he did, and that too from 
mean mid personal motives, which never 
influenced the conduct of the governor. 
Their conduct with regard to Glide, and 
the whole course of their policy during 
the short time of their pre-potency, totally 




NUNisr^ 



OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 



reclaims to moderation, mag- 
,1 iustice. If they opposed 
i of the war with the Afghan 
tHbesfwith the Mahrattas or other native 
powers, they avowedly did so not from 
any sense of its injustice, but from their 
own unmanly fears and selfish calcula¬ 
tions that the war would cost more than 
the prizes of victory would be worth, if, 
contrary to their deep-rooted belief, victory 
should attend upon the bold plans of 
Hastings. Without being at war they 
would fain have made all the subjected 
and allied parts of India pay war-taxes, 
n as they exacted them from the young 
Nabob of Oude. While the governor was 
spending in the public service the small 
private fortune he had accumulated during 
his long residence in India, and from ser¬ 
vices which for many years had never 
been unattended by excessive toil and by 
great personal danger, Philip Francis, a 
man new to the country, who had never 
known either toil or danger, was hoard¬ 
ing and scraping, jobbing and speculating, 
and resorting to all those means suggested 
by a keen intellect, and by the passion of 
avarice, which enabled him to return to 
Europe with a very large fortune.* 

But on the 25th of September, 177(3, 
the majority was reduced to an equality 
by the death of Colonel Monson. There 
thus remained only two on either side, 
but the casting-vote of the governor-gene¬ 
ral gave him the superiority. “ It has 
restored me the constitutional authority 
of my station,” he wrote the very next 
day to the minister, “ but without ab¬ 
solute necessity I shall not think it pro¬ 
per to use it with that effect which I 
should give it were I sure of support from 
home/’ It appears, however, that he 
at once used his re-acquired authority 
with boldness and effect, deciding all 
measures by his casting-vote, and leaving 
Clavering and Francis to declaim and 
protest as they had recently left him to 
do. They had, however, sufficient influ¬ 
ence in the court of directors to procure 
a strong reprimand. On the 4th of July, 
1777, the directors wrote: — “To our 
concern we find that no sooner was our 
council reduced, by the death of Colonel 
Monson, to a number which rendered the 
president’s casting-vote of consequence to 


him, than he exercised it to' inve! 
self with an improper degree of p< 
the business of the revenue, which 
could never have expected from other 
authority.” But the storm in Leadenhall- 
street did not disperse with this little 
gale. It will be remembered that Hast¬ 
ings, in a moment of despair, had an¬ 
nounced to his friends Graham and 
Mac L^ane that he thought of resigning. 
Colonel Mac Leane, after keeping the let¬ 
ter by him for many mon ths, showed it to 
the chairman, deputy-chairman, and an¬ 
other director, and upon their report the 
resignation was formally accepted and a 
successor to Hastings was chosen in the 
person of Mr. Wheler. Further, the 
court resolved that General Clavering, as 
senior member of the council, should 
occupy the chair till Mr. Wheler arrived. 
This new-named governor-general was 
even presented to the king and accepted 
as such. The news of these proceedings 
reached Calcutta and threw everything 
into fresh confusion. Hastings declared 
that the court of directors could not ac¬ 
cept what he had never given; that his 
letter about resigning had been revoked 
by a subsequent letter; that Colonel 
Mac Leane had no authority to show a 
letter written in the confidence of friend¬ 
ship, and expressive merely of the feel¬ 
ings of the moment; that nothing in that 
letter amounted to a tender of his resigna¬ 
tion, and that, even if it had contained 
anything of that sort, it was annulled by 
the second letter, written not many weeks 
after, and strongly declaring his intention 
to remain at his post. He refused to 
submit to General Clavering’s taking the 
chair, and he summoned the council to 
assemble under his own presidency as 
before. On the other hand, Clavering 
insisted on his right, and summoned the 
council in liis own name. Barwell at¬ 
tended the summons of Hastings, Francis 
that of Clavei ing; and thus there were 
two councils or parties, each claiming the 
supreme authority. The general and 
Francis met at the usual council-table; 
Hastings and Barwell at the board of 
revenue. The general immediately pro¬ 
ceeded to take the oaths as governor- 
general ad interim , and to deliberate and 
preside. Hastings requested the judges 
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feme court to attend him at die 
hoard to give him their opinion. 
<%es met immediately, but to no 
t ; for the general had got posses¬ 
sion of all the dispatches from Europe, 
and refused to deliver them up. Hastings 
assured the judges, in writing, that if, 
upon inspection of the papers, they should 
find any act of liis from which his resig¬ 
nation could be deduced, he would imme¬ 
diately vacate the chair. Clavering and 
Francis then. enclosed copies of some of 
the dispatches upon which, they said, 
their claims were indubitably and im¬ 
movably grounded: they did not offer to 
abide by the decision of the judges, but 
they agreed to suspend the execution of 
their orders as a council till the judges 
had given their opinion. In the mean 
while Clavering demanded the keys of 
the fort and treasury, and wrote a letter 
to the commandant of the fort requiring 
his obedience; and Hastings, not idle, 
clenched the keys with a firmer grasp, 
sent opposite orders to the commandant, 
and showed the fullest determination of 
meeting force by force. The sword of 
civil war seemed half unsheathed. But 
the military man cooled at the sight of 
this unexpected boldness in the civilian. 
The judges were most decisively and 
unanimously of opiniou that it would be 
illegal in General Clavering to assume 
the chair or otherwise persevere in his 
course; and thereupon both the general 
and Francis succumbed and wrote a letter 
to the judges agreeing to acquiesce in 
their judgment Francis, however, ab¬ 
sented himself when the council met 
under the presidency of Hastings, and 
would not apologise for his absence. 
With his decided majority, that is to 
say liimself, with his casting vote, and 
Mr. Harwell against General Clavering, 
Hastings now carried a resolution that 
the general, by taking the oaths as 
governor-general, &c., had actually va¬ 
cated his seat as senior counsellor, and 
could no longer sit at the board in any 
capacity. But here the judges refused to 
go along with him, and Hastings was 
compelled to submit to a compromise dic¬ 
tated by the judges. The hostile parties 
consented to refer their several claims to 
England for decision, and in the mean 

VOL. i. 



time to leave everything at Calcutta 
stood before the arrival of the packet, 

Mr. Middleton was sent again to reside 
at Oude, and Mr. Bristow, who had been 
nominated by the trio, was recalled; Mr. 
Francis Fowke, the son of Mr. Joseph 
Fowke, was recalled from Benares, and 
other changes were made in favour of 
Hastings’s friends. Colonel Monson’s 
place in the council was soon supplied 
by Mr. Wheler, who, though he came 
out as governor-general, consented to fill 
an inferior post, and commonly voted 
with Francis; but before that'party could, 
recover their confidence it was again re¬ 
duced to a minority by the loss of General 
Clavering. On the 22nd of November, 
1777, Hastings wrote to a private friend : 
—“ The death of Sir John Clavering has 
produced a state of quiet in our councils 
which 1 shall endeavour to preserve 
during the remainder of the time which 
may be allotted to me. The interests of 
the company will benefit by it; that is to 
say, they will not suffer, as they have 
done, by the effects of a divided admi¬ 
nistration.” 

It was high time that there should be 
more unanimity, for danger was approach¬ 
ing on various sides. Most of the Mah- 
ratta chiefs who had been parties to the 
treaty with Colonel Upton were already 
weary of their bargain j fresh intrigues 
and combinations were forming at Poona, 
and a French ship had put into one of the 
Mahratta ports, and a French agent was 
reported to be living at Poona and exer¬ 
cising great influence in that capital. 
The war in our American colonies was 
raging, and, as Frenchmen of name and 
rank were taking part in it without any 
declaration of war from the court of Ver¬ 
sailles to the court of St. James’s, it was 
not imagined that the French would be 
very scrupulous in India, where, in fact, 
they had never once ceased their intrigues 
since the treaty of Paris had restored 
Pondicherry and allowed them their fac¬ 
tory at Chandemagore. Besides, every 
letter from England complained of tho 
interference of France in the American 
quarrel, and announced hostilities with 


• Hastings’!! Letters to Mr. Sykes and Lord 
North. 
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*jas inevitable. The presidency 
, who were nearest to the scene 
dtta intrigue, and likely to be 
fleeted by it, wrote alarming letters 
to the supreme council at Calcutta, and 
recommended anew alliance with Kagoba, 
in order to anticipate the designs of the 
French aud the Mahratta chiefs. They 
were eager for the recovery of Bassein 
and the other territory which had been 
given up by Colonel Upton; and their 
last advices informed them that the court 
of directors disapproved in toto of that 
treaty, and thought that much more ad¬ 
vantageous terms, i. e, more territory and 
more revenue, might have been secured 
by supporting Kagoba. Hastings, too, 
disapproved that treaty—the work of 
Clavering, Monson, and Francis—Which 
he would have prevented at the time if 
he had been able. The Mnhrattas had 
scarcely performed one article of it when 
the Chevalier de St. Lnbin arrived at 
Poona with letters and presents from 
Louis XVI. The governor-general, who 
had long been accustomed to reflect on 
the best means the English possessed of 
defending their Indian empire, and the 
most likely means the French had for 
recovering their ascendancy, had come to 
the conclusion that our greatest danger 
would proceed from a union of the French 
with the Mahrattas, and that any attempt 
of that kind ought to he met on the in¬ 
stant, and, if possible, prevented by arms, 
leagues, combinations, by the utmost 
exercise of our power and policy. At 
this critical juncture he received intelli¬ 
gence that there was a fresh quarrel 
among the Mahratta chiefs at Poona, who 
constituted a sort of regency; and that a 
powerful faction headed by Baboo had 
resolved to declare for Kagoba, and had 
actually applied to the English at Bombay 
for assistance. It appeared also that the 
presidency of Bombay had committed 
itself to this party by promises or en¬ 
couragements, and that its territories 
would be in danger if the faction opposed 
to Baboo and Kagoba should prevail in 
this new contest. 

Without hesitation Hastings proposed 
in council that every assistance should be 
given in men and money, and that an 
army should be sent from Calcutta to 


Bombay. He was supported hy\28%<|l, 
and opposed by Francis and Whdj^rJ 
protested as usual; but, as usual7 the 
governor-general’s casting vote settled 
the matter. Ten lacs of rupees were 
immediately sent to Bombay by bills; 
and on the 23rd of February orders were 
issued for assembling an army at Culpee, 
on the east bank of the Ilooghly river, 
and about thirty-three miles in a straight 
line below Calcutta. There then arose a 
fresh dispute in council as to the properest 
way of sending these troops on their long 
journey: if they went by sea they would 
have to go round nearly the whole of the 
immense peninsula of India, and it was 
not the proper season for such a voyage, 
nor were there transports to carry the 
troops, or ships of war to give them con¬ 
voy : to make such a march by land was 
a bold idea that had not yet presented 
itself to the mind of any Anglo-Indian, 
soldier or statesman; but Hastings, who 
had studied the capabilities of the native 
troops, who had a high reliance on their 
steadinevss and powers of endurance, and 
who had long wished for an opportunity 
to show the might of the Company to some 
of the princes and potentates of the inte¬ 
rior, who, from the remoteness of their 
situation, had hitherto remained strangers 
to it, or but very insufficiently informed 
upon it, after consulting with some officers, 
confidently proposed the land march right 
across the peninsula—a peninsula vast 
enough to be called a continent—through 
the hostile and unknown regions that in¬ 
tervened between the banks of the Ganges 
and the Gulf of Cambay. Francis and 
Wheler again protested : according to 
some accounts, even his constant echo, 
Harwell, was silent or doubtful on this 
occasion, and Hastings ordered the ha¬ 
zardous march on his own responsibility.* 
The army was composed of six native 
battalions, a corps of native cavalry, fur¬ 
nished by the Nabob of Oude, and a 
company of native artillery, altogether 


* Captain Williams, of the Bengal army, His¬ 
torical Account of the Ilise and Progress of the 
Bengal Native Infantry, from its first formation 
iu 1757 to 1796.—Hastings, however, says in hisi 
letters that Mr. Harwell, whose advice he had 
taken in all his measures, concurred also in this, 
while Francis and Wheler opposed and protested. 
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103 European officers, 
tfe'tfoops, with 31,000 followers, 
he bazar, carriers of baggage, 
yatijkof officers, and families of sepoys; 
and this host had to march upwards of 
1000 miles through countries where nearly 
every kind of obstacle had to be overcome. 
The command was intrusted to Colonel 
Leslie, who did not prove worthy of exe¬ 
cuting so daring and brilliant a conception. 
Except the officers, there were no British 
or Europeans of any other nation. The 
army began its march on the 12th of June, 
1778; and it had not proceeded far when 
a letter from Mr. Baldwin, the English 
consul at Cairo, brought to Calcutta the 
news that war had been declared both in 
London and Paris. Francis and Wheler 
then insisted that the army should be re¬ 
called, as they considered that Bengal was 
as likely to be attacked by the French as 
Bombay, and as some great difficulties 
were already presenting themselves to 
the advance of the troops; but Hastings 
insisted that thf3 army should go ou, and 
that the river Hooghly, Calcutta, and 
Bengal could be very well defended with¬ 
out it. Clive himself could not have 
kicked down obstacles and projected de¬ 
lays, or have acted in all respects with 
more determination than did Hastings on 
. this trying occasion. He seized Chander- 
nagore, which had not been re-fortified, 
and all the French factories in Bengal: 
he sent orders to the presidency of Madras 
to occupy Pondicherry instantly — hut, in 
infraction of the last treaty of peace, Pon¬ 
dicherry had been re-fortified, and could 
not be taken without a desperate siege : 
he threw up strong works near Calcutta; 
and, still further to impede the approach 
to that capital, he collected a vast number 
of vessels of all kinds, shapes, and rig¬ 
gings, and improvised a regular marine 
establishment; he raised nine new bat¬ 
talions of sepoys and a numerous corps of 
native artillery; and, being thus perfectly 
at ease in this quarter, he directed his 
attention to the westward, to the march 
of the army and to the proceedings at 
Poona and Bombay. 

Previously to the first move of the 
troops he had sent letters and presents to 
several of the native princes through 
whose territories the army must pass; he 



had almost settled the prelimina _ 
treaty and close alliance with tli 
ratta ruler, or Kajah, of Berar, who§e ter - 
rilories were most extensive and about 
midway between the Bay of Bengal and 
the western coast, and whose power and 
consideration were equal to those enjoyed 
by any Mahratta prince of the time. 
Colonel Leslie had been instructed to 
conciliate and captivate the goodwill of 
the rulers and people of all the districts 
through which his line of march lay; 
but, as he was to go on at all events, he 
was to fight his way where he could not 
win it by gentle means. The army met 
with a feeble resistance in crossing the 
river Jumna from a Mahratta chief called 
Ballajee. This chief also engaged the 
young Kajah of Bondilcund to oppose it, 
and as the forces advanced in Bondil¬ 
cund they were frequently harassed and 
occasionally saw their supplies of pro¬ 
visions intercepted; but a spirited and 
successful attack made on their principal 
post, not far from Chatterpoor, com¬ 
pletely disconcerted the rajah and Bal¬ 
lajee, and compelled them to retire to a 
respectful distance. After this action 
Leslie was joined by an elder brother of 
the rajah, who laid claim to his throne, 
and by several other Bondilcund chiefs— 
for, go where they would, the English 
found factions, disputed successions, and 
other mad contentions to tempt their am¬ 
bition and furnish means for its gratifica¬ 
tion. Hastings, however, did not wish 
Leslie to engage for the present in these 
particular contests. “The rest of the 
march,” wrote the governor-general, “will 
be easy and creditable if Colonel Leslie 
does not entangle himself in the domestic 
contests of the two brothers, to which his 
inducements are strong arid his provoca¬ 
tions great. He was on the 30th of July 
at Chatterpoor, where he had been for 
some time detained for the repair of his 
carriages. He writes that he was then on 

the point of leaving it.I shall be 

satisfied if he advances. I do not wish him 
to be in a hurry.”* But Colonel Leslie was 
less in a hurry than Hastings desired; hav¬ 
ing reached Kajaghur, a principal city of 
Bondilcund, “ tire Country of Diamonds,” 

• Letter to Suit van, datbd 18tl\ August, 1T78. 
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’Jtlf jo f August, he halted there 
’time, and entered into various 
Initiations with the pretender 

_ /chiefs of that country, in doing 

which it was suspected that he had an eye 
to his own private interest. But the 
delay is certainly in part attributable to 
the indecision of the presidency of Bom¬ 
bay, under whose orders Leslie had been 
told to consider himself from the moment 
he passed the Jumna. It is true that 
embarrassing incidents had occurred at 
Poona — that the treaty with JRagoba 
and the cause of that chief had not run 
so smoothly as the Bombay politicians had 
anticipated; but still their conduct must 
be considered as a near approach to the 
very perfection of absurdity. They sent 
an order to Leslie to suspend his march, 
alleging their apprehensions of the risk 
and expense, and the dissent of two of 
the members of their council from the 
original plan. “ A strange reason this 
for a majority! ” exclaimed contemptu¬ 
ously the governor-general of Bengal, 
whose majority depended on his own 
voice, and whose ears constantly rung 
with the dissents and protests of Francis 
and Wheler. Two or three days after 
this first order the Bombay magnates 
sent Leslie another order, revoking the 
former one and pressing for the rapid 
advance of the army. More than one 
familiar proverb will explain the condi¬ 
tion in which Leslie found himself. Of 
a weak and irresolute character himself, 
and probably not entirely free from the 
motives imputed to him of money-making 
and present-seeking, he remained where 
he was in Bondilcund, justifying his in¬ 
activity by showing that an army which 
was to advance from Bombay to meet 
him had not taken the field, and that that 
presidency had done nothing to avail them¬ 
selves of the distractions at Poona, or to 
pave the way for his advance at the points 
where it would become most dangerous. 
On their side the presidency of Bombay 
excused their inactivity by representing 
that the leading members of their party 
at Poona, from whom assistance was ex¬ 
pected, had been scattered or put into 
prison, and that there was no possibility 
of calculating the chances of Ragoba’s 
success. Hastings thought it necessary 



to recall Colonel Leslie to Beni 
to confide the command of the ar) 
Lieutenant - Colonel Goddard, a ' 
more active and enterprising officer, who 
had been his second in command. By the 
same courier he wrote letters to the llajah 
of Bondilcund and his competitors, dis¬ 
avowing the acts of Colonel Leslie, and 
declaring all his treaties and agreements 
invalid. It is possible that the loitering 
commander might have been brought to 
account at Calcutta for some of his bar¬ 
gains ; but he died on the 3rd of October, 
several days before the sentence of recall 
could reach him.* Goddard, raised to 
the rank of full colonel, was immediately 
freed from the orders which had tied the 
hands and feet of his predecessor: he was 
instantly released from the authority of 
the presidency of Bombay, which might 
interrupt, but could not promote his suc¬ 
cess. lie forthwith quitted “ the detested 
land of Bondilcund,” and, taking the road 
through Malwa, he continued his inarch 
a long while in peace, case, and plenty, 
without experiencing or expecting any of 
the many impediments which Leslie had so 
long complained of.f He soon crossed the 
Nerbudda, and reached the city of Nagpoor, 
which Hastings with a prospective glance 
declared to be the exact and proper centre 
of all our possessions and connexions in 
India! By the 1st of December God¬ 
dard had established friendly relations 
with the Mahrattas of Berar. Here he 
received dispatches from Bombay ac¬ 
quainting him that they had at last put 
an army in motion for Poona, and ex¬ 
pected that he would meet it in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of that city. This Bombay 
force, 4500 strong, under Colonel Egerton, 
quitted the coast, advanced boldly through 
the ghauts, arrived at Condala, and by 


* “The wild conduct of Colonel Leslie,” said 
Hastings, “deprived me of every hope of effecting 
any useful purpose with the detachment while he 
had the command of it. . . . Instead of pursuing 
the route which had been prescribed him, he 
loitered away four months in Hondilcund, busied 
in the paltry work of accommodating the domestic 
contests of that government, nnd making treaties 
of alliance with the rajah and his mean attend¬ 
ants. These were direct infringements of his 
positive instructions .”—Letter to Sulivan, dated 
29 th November , 1778 . 
f Letter to Sulivan. 









VAR AND TREATIES WITH THE MAHRATTAS. 


? iinmary, 1779, were in full 
B^Jroona, with twenty-five days’ 
rdAn hand. Loose squadrons of 
dahratta horse kept skirmishing and 
retreating before them, but Colonel Eger- 
ton could nowhere see the friendly Mah¬ 
ratta army which Ragoba had assured 
him would repair to his standard. Ra¬ 
goba, who was accompanying Egerton 
with a very diminutive force, ana who 
had received a considerable loan from 
the Bombay government, was taken to 
task; but he represented that the waver¬ 
ing Mahratta chiefs were not likely to 
join until the English should have ob¬ 
tained some decisive advantage, 

Egerton, therefore, kept advancing till 
die 9th of January, when he was only 
sixteen miles from Poona, in which neigh¬ 
bourhood he was to meet and form a 
junction with Goddard. But here a halt 
was suddenly ordered, for a large army 
of Mahratta horse was seen in front. 
Unfortunately for the credit of the expe¬ 
dition, the Bombay government had sent 
two civil commissioners to share the 
authority and direct the movements of 
Egerton. The civilians allowed them¬ 
selves to be overcome by unma nly fears, 
and, upon pretext that the subsistence of 
the troops would be very precarious if 
they advanced—they had still in camp 
provisions for eighteen days!—they or¬ 
dered a retreat. The Mahratta army of 
horse followed them and almost enveloped 
them, cut to pieces three or four hundred 
men, and carried oflfthe greater part of their 
baggage and provisions. The two com¬ 
missioners fell into a state of helplessness 
and despair; and even Colonel Egerton 
declared it to be impossible to carry back 
the army to Bombay. The three deserved 
hanging, and two of them, who had been 
the chief cause of this precipitate and 
wretchedly managed retreat, were well 
nigh incurring the risk of a worse fate. 

A deputation was sent to the Mahrattas 
to know upon what terms they would con¬ 
descend to permit their quiet march back 
to the coast. The Mahratta chiefs de¬ 
manded that Ragoba should be delivered 
to them. With this demand Colonel 
Egerton and the commission complied, 
excusing this breach of honour and hos¬ 
pitality by alleging, what was probably 



true enough, that Ragoba, desrtanl 
success, had opened a correspondence 
with the enemy. When the. Mahratta 
chiefs had got Ragoba into their hands, 
they asked another price for permitting 
the retreat, and this was nothing less than 
a new treaty by which the English should 
agree to give up all the acquisitions they 
had made in that part of India since the 
year 1756, and send orders to Colonel 
Goddard to return peaceably to Bengal. 
Egerton and the commissioners did as 
they were commanded, and signed a 
treaty to this effect. The Mahratta chiefs 
then asked for hostages, intimating that 
they must be men of importance. The 
army recommended that the two commis¬ 
sioners should be delivered over to them; 
but it was finally arranged that two other 
civilians^ should be sent to the Mahratta 
camp. The dishonoured army was then 
told it might pursue its march to Bom¬ 
bay without fear of molestation. In the 
meanwhile Goddard had continued ad¬ 
vancing upon Poona, in the full confidence 
that he should meet Egerton and his army 
near that city. But when he reached 
Boorhampoor, the ancient capital of Can- 
deish, 980 miles from Calcutta by the 
route he had taken, Goddard too was 
brought to a halt by perplexing hitters 
and advices. By one letter from the field 
commissioners, written in compliance 
with their treaty, he was told that he 
must retrace his steps; by another from 
the same field commissioners he was told 
that he must pay no attention to what 
they had said; but these lack-brains gave 
him no account or intelligible hint of 
what had befallen their Bombay army. In 
this state of doubt Goddard remained at 
Boorhampoor till the 5th of February, 
when he learned the real state of affairs. 
Luckily he was no Egerton and had no 
field commissioners with him. lie re¬ 
solved not to be bound by a treaty made 
by fools and cow’ards, who had no au¬ 
thority over him or his movements, and 
no right to include him in their dis¬ 
grace; and he bravely determined to 
continue his march to the western coast, 
avoiding Pooua, where the game for the 
present was lost, and making direct for 
Surat, where he would be in an English 
settlement, with the sea open to Bombay, 
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to act as occasion, or his orders 
jeutta, might require, 
urat was nearly 250 miles off, the 
on of the intervening country very 
doubtful, and a great and increasing army 
of the Mahratta cavali*y was hanging on 
his rear. His decision and rapidity, the 
discipline and altogether admirable con¬ 
duct of his native Bengal infantry, could 
alone save him from destruction or dis¬ 
honour. But he and his army, wherever 
they went, were preceded bv the sweet 
odour of a good name. In the course of 
their long and toilsome march, no plun¬ 
dering, no excesses, no insults or wrongs 
of any kind had been permitted. Hence 
the country people flocked to supply him 
with provisions, and to render him such 
information and services as they could. 
From Boorliampoor to the coast his route 
lay through the most fertile and best cul¬ 
tivated fields of Hindustan, thickly dotted 
with open villages and defenceless towns, 
with property in them, and commodities 
and luxuries most tempting to the sepoys; 
but nothing was touched, nothing taken 
without being paid for, and thus the in¬ 
habitants, instead of flying and conceal¬ 
ing their provisions and property, as they 
ever had done at the approach of an 
army, quietly pursued their occupations, 
or thronged to relieve his wants by a 
traffic equally beneficial to both parties. 
Goddard and his sepoys performed the 
250 miles’ march in nineteen days, and 
entered Surat amidst acclamations. They 
had achieved a triumph more valuable 
than any victory: they had left a moral 
impression which could not be soon 
effaced, and which was scarcely overrated 
by Hastings. “ Be assured/' wrote the 
governor-general to one of the directors, 
“ that the successful and steady progress 
of a part, and that known to be but a 
small part, of the military force of Ben¬ 
gal from the Jumna to Surat has con¬ 
tributed more than perhaps our more 
splendid achievements to augment our 
military reputation, and to confirm the 
ascendant of our influence over all the 
powers of Hindustan. To them, as to our¬ 
selves, the attempt appeared astonishing 
and impracticable, because it had never 
before been made or suggested. It has 
shown what the British are capable of 



effecting.”* Goddard was prom<5!|d| 
the rank of general, and soon i 
the commands of the supreme council to 
take upon himself all future wars or ne¬ 
gotiations with the Mnhrattas. Ragoba, 
escaping from his confinement at Poona, 
took refuge in Surat. 

Goddard proposed an amicable treaty 
with the Poona regency or confederacy, 
upon condition that they would annul the 
dishonourable treaty extorted from Eger- 
ton and the field commissioners, and give 
up all connexion with the French. The 
Mahratta chiefs replied that they would 
enter upon no negotiation until Ragoba 
was given up and Salsette restored to 
them. Upon this Goddard prepared for 
the held, which,he took at the beginning 
of January, 1780. In a few days he re¬ 
duced the fortress of Dubhoy and carried 
by storm the important city of Ahmeda- 
bad, the ancient capital of Guzcrat. He 
was recalled in the direction of Surat by 
intelligence that a Mahratta army under 
the two great chiefs or princes, Scindia 
and Holkar, was approaching that city. 
On the 8th of March his rapid marches 
had brought him up with this army. It 
was 40,000 strong, but he resolved to 
attack it that very night. But the attack 
was prevented by a letter from one of the 
two hostages whom Egerton had left in 
the hands of the Mahrattas, and who now 
intimated that those chiefs were desirous 
of peace, and inclined to purchase it upon 
Goddard’s terms. Scindia even liberated 
the two hostages and sent them to the Eng¬ 
lish camp with a vakeel, or agent, to open 
negotiations. But, as Scindia wished to 
bargain for the person of Ragoba, who 
was following Goddard, and as he and 
Holkar were soon suspected of a design 
to waste the time until the setting in of 
the rains should interrupt the campaign, 
the general broke oft' the negotiations. 
By the more rapid movements of their 
cavalry Scindia and Holkar were for 
many days enabled to avoid an attack; 
but on the 3rd of April, between night 
and morning, Goddard with a small but 
select part of his army surprised them in 
their camp and gave them a thorough 
defeat. Flying in the greatest confusion 

* letter to Sulivan, as given by Mr. Gleig. 






CAPTURE OF LAHATt AKD GUALIOR. 


glyauts, the Mahrattas left Goddard 
sjpmed master of all the country be- 
\yme mountains and the sea. Having 
itthm possession of the principal towns, 
Goddard put his army into cantonments. 

In the mean time Hastings had formed 
an alliance with a Hindu prince, com¬ 
monly' called the Karina of Gohud, who 
possessed an extensive hilly country on 
the Jumna, between the territories of the 
great Mahratta Scindia and the kingdom 
of Oude; and Captain Popham with a 
small force had been detached to assist 
the Hanna in expelling a Mahratta inva¬ 
sion. Popham had taken the field at the 
beginning of the year, and had not only 
driven out the Mahrattas from the do¬ 
minions of tin* Hanna, but had crossed 
Sinde, had followed them into their own 
territory, and had taken by storm the 
fortress of Lahar, the capital of Cutch- 
wagar. Hastings recommended the im¬ 
mediate reinforcing of Popham as an 
officer capable of shaking the power of 
Scindia and Holkar in the heart of their 
own country. Francis protested against 
any extension of the war, but it was re¬ 
solved to send another detachment. Be¬ 
fore it had time to arrive, Popham with 
extraordinary skill and daring took by 
escalade the fortress of Gualior, one of 
the very strongest and most important 
places in all India, built upon a lofty and 
almost perpendicular rock, and then de¬ 
fended by a numerous garrison. Scindia 
had made it a grand depot for artillery 
and military stores. The brave young 
Bruce, who led the escalading and storm¬ 
ing party, was one of a family insensible 
to danger—he was brother to Bruce, the 
Abyssinian traveller. Gualior had long 
been deemed impregnable by the natives: 
it was only about 190 miles from Delhi, 
and not more than 50 from Agra, which 
was then Scindia’s capital. The Mulirat- 
tas abandoned all the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, and carried terror and dismay into 
Agra. 

The opposition to this brilliant cam¬ 
paign of Popham was about the last pub¬ 
lic act in India of Francis. A hollow 
reconciliation had been effected between 
the governor-general and this member of 
the supreme council, Francis agreeing 
to cease or moderate his opposition, and 
Hastings agreeing to allow Francis a 



larger share in the distribution of p 
of honour and profit. But the tempo! 
one of these contracting parties Avas un¬ 
controllable, and so were the suspicions 
and antipathies of the other. If Hastings 
on vital occasions could suspend his re¬ 
sentments, he was not of a forgiving tem¬ 
per; and Francis had offered him insults 
difficult to be forgiven by any man, un¬ 
less on a death-bed. He attributed the 
far greater part of the agony of mind he 
had endured, and of the risks he had run, 
to the “ incendiary impressions ** of the 
ex-clerk of the War-office. “ Francis,” 
said he to a confidential correspondent, 
“ is the vilest fetcher and carrier of titles 
to set friends, and even the most intimate 
friends, at variance, of any man I ever 
knew. Even the apparent levity of his 
ordinary behaviour is but a cloak to de¬ 
ception.”* The governor-general more¬ 
over felt that he was not governor so long 
as Francis remained as a check upon 
him ; and never was man more eager for 
a single and supreme authority, or what 
he called “ an undivided form of govern¬ 
ment.” Even after his compact with 
Francis be declared with bitterness—“ I 
am not governor. All the powers 1 
possess are those of preventing the rule 
from falling into worse hands than my 
oAvn. . . . 1 came to tbi? government 

when it subsisted on borrowed resources, 
and when its powers were unknown be¬ 
yond the borders of the country Avliich it 
held in concealed and unprofitable sub¬ 
jection. 1 saw it grow into Arealth and 
national consequence, and again sink into 
a decline that must infallibly end it, if a 
very speedy remedy be not applied. Its 
present constitution is made up of dis¬ 
cordant parts, and contains tile seeds of 
death in it. I am morally certain that 
the resources of this country, in the bauds 
of a military people and in the disposi¬ 
tion of a consistent and undivided form 
of government, are both capable of vast 
internal improvement and of raising that 
power which possesses them to the domi¬ 
nion of all India.”f Now Francis’s con¬ 
stant theme was that this dominion 
of all India was a Avild and danger¬ 
ous dream; and, as to power in the go¬ 
vernment, he proclaimed daily and almost 


# Letters to Sulivun. 
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Hastings had already a great 
jeh. Under all these circum- 
utterly impossible that the 
WBtrv ,'ishould l)e binding, or that the 
truce between the governor-general and 
his opponent should be lasting. The 
agreement had been entered upon in 
1779, when Hastings received his re¬ 
appointment as governor-general, but only 
for a single year; and when Mr. Barwell, 
his steady supporter, was impatient to 
return to England to enjoy the fortune 
he had made. Barwell, however, had 
consented to remain, to vote for his friend, 
if Francis could not be induced to forego 
his opposition to the extension of the 
Mahratta war in the direction of the 
Jumna and Agra, or would not consent to 
its being conducted according to the plans 
of the governor-general, who willingly 
took the whole responsibility upon him ¬ 
self. Francis had agreed to be neutral 
on these points, and thereupon, or in 
consequence of this agreement, Barwell 
had taken his departure for England. 
Incensed at the renewal of opposition 
and the pains taken to thwart the cam¬ 
paign of Popham, Hastings, on the 14th 
of July (1780), in answering a minute 
of council, declared ,—“ I do not trust to 
Mr. Francis’s promises of candour, con¬ 
vinced that he is incapable of it. I judge 
of his public conduct by his private, 
which I have found to be void of truth 
and honour.” Upon this, Francis could 
not do less than challenge the governor- 
general ; and, not being veiled and de¬ 
fended by the impenetrable cloud and 
mist that hung over Junius, he was shot 
through the body.* The wound, though 
dangerous, did not prove mortal; but he 
resigned his place and returned home a 

* “ Judging it unbecoming,” says Ilastings, 

*' to surprise him with a minute at the council- 
table, or send it lirst to the secretary, I enclosed 
it in a note to him that evening. Tito next day, 
after council, he desired me to withdraw with 
him into a private apartment, of the council- 
house, where, taking out of his pocket a paper, 
he read from it a challenge in terms. 1 accepted 
it, the time nnd place of meeting were llxed be¬ 
fore we parted, and on the morning of the Thurs¬ 
day following, being the 17th. betw een the hours 
of five and six. we met. We exchanged shots at 
nearly the sump instant; mitte entered his side 
just below the right shoulder, anil lodged in the 
opposite side under the left. He fell, and was 
conveyed to a house in the neighbourhood.”— 


few months after receiving it. 
to the pistol was in these times < 
in India, where men’s tempers seen 
become as fiery and as peppery as the 
favourite dish at their tables. This was 
the second duel in which Hastings him¬ 
self had been engaged. 

When Francis challenged Hastings and 
raised his pistol against him, he was plan¬ 
ning and hoping to be his successor as 
governor-general of India. This dream 
of ambition scarcely forsook him during 
the whole remainder of his life, and even 
in his old age he intrigued and sighed for 
that more than vice-regal office. His 
hopes at first might be encouraged by the 
suddenness of his promotion from an hum¬ 
ble and poorly paid place in the War- 
office to be a counsellor in India with the 
splendid salary of 10,000/. a-year. Con¬ 
vinced, as we are, that Francis was the 
author of 4 Junius,’ we believe that this 
sudden and excessive promotion was 
granted by the administration of Lord 
North, in order to stop his sharp, venom¬ 
ous pen. From the time Francis got the 
Indian appointment ‘Junius’ ceased to 
write. One who had already obtained so 
much by the pen might naturally count 
upon obtaining more by the same means, 
by the exercise of a talent which wits 
almost demoniac, and by the active em¬ 
ployment of a practised turn for intrigue, 
and of the eloquence and abilities he in¬ 
disputably possessed in a rare degree. 

Letter to Suiivun, doted 30 th of August, as given bg 
Mr. Gleig. This letter contains Hastings’s own 
account of the whole transaction, which certainly 
makes the conduct of Francis appear in very dura 
and dirty colours. As, however, the agreement 
between him and Francis was a verbal one— 
neither party could have ventured to put down 
such a bargain in writing—there is a want of do¬ 
cumentary evidence to establish the charges of 
broken faith, &c. Hastings, indeed, produced a 
paper containing the following words: ** Mr. 
Francis will not oppose any measuies which tlio 
governor-general shall recommend for the prose¬ 
cution of the war in which we are supposed to be 
engaged with the Mahruttas, or for the general 
support of the present politicnl system of his go¬ 
vernment.” But the paper was not signed, and 
Francis declared that, though the p iper had been 
shown to him, he had never agreed to it, or 
bound himself by its contents. It thus became a 
question of personal honour and veracity, for 
Ilastings could not disclose the "hole ot the bar¬ 
gain, or call upon Mr. Harwell, who had been a 
party in it, to do so. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 


Between Goddard and Popham the 
most brilliant successes had been obtained, 
and the Mahratta war promised a com¬ 
plete triumph, when the Mysoreans again 
took the field, threatening ruin to the 
English power and possessions on the 
Coromandel coast. 

For the space of seven years Hyder Ali 
had been concerting schemes with the 
French at Pondicherry, improving and 
increasing his army, and preparing the 
nerves of war by a financial system which 
has been much applauded, but which ap¬ 
pears to have consisted mainly in extor¬ 
tion from his subjects and plunder from 
his neighbours. Hyder could neither 
read nor write; hut he had a sort of 
mental arithmetic which is described as 
being wonderfully rapid and correct; and 
he was assisted by learned Brahmins, said 
to be great financiers, Vjr at least great 
accountants. He had adopted the com¬ 
mon Indian practice of squeezing his trea¬ 
surers, finance ministers, and collectors; 
and when they escaped him by death, he 
got at their money by torturing their 
family and servants. These utter horrors 
were as common almost in every part of 
the East, from Pekin to Constantinople, 
as was the practice of secreting treasure — 
a practice which gave rise to them, and 
which had not been unknown in Europe, 
and even in England, in the middle ages, 
when men buried in earth what they 
could not secure in trade or in banks, 
and the possession of which they could 
not own without danger. One of his 
Brahmin dewans sent a dying declaration 
that the full amount of his fortune was 
50,000 pagodas, and honestly come by; 
and he implored as a favour that his 
master would receive the money into the 
treasury, and leave his family in peace 
when he should be gone. Hyder not only 
took the money, but made a me'it of excus¬ 
ing the bereft family from the usual process 


of torture; which, he doubted not, would 
have led to the discovery of concealed 
hoards. His next dewan, also a Brahmin, 
was tortured until he disgorged all he 
had, and was then dismissed, a cripple 
and a beggar. The successor to this 
victim was a Mussulman, the first of that 
religion he ever employed in the finance 
department: he was esteemed an able 
and an honourable man; but after a while 
he too was seized, and he died under tor¬ 
ture inflicted to extort money w hich he 
did not possess. The next dewan, on 
being dismissed from oliice, declared that 
he was neither poorer nor richer than 
when he first ventured or was forced into 
the employment; that all the money he 
possessed amounted to 10,000 rupees, the 
exact sum lie had when he became dewan. 
Nevertheless he was thrown into prisoD, 
where he died: the 10,000 rupees which 
he had mentioned—and no more—were 
found in his house, and Hyder took them 
from his family, who were left to starve 
or beg* We presume that the English 
and French writers who have so highly 
applauded Hyder’s financial system would 
not have chosen to be his ministers of 
finance. The treasury of Mysore w as cer¬ 
tainly well filled, and all the weight 
which money could give was on the side 
of Hyder, when, in the summer of 1780, 


* Colonel 'Wilks, Historical Sketches of the 
South of India. — The honest missionary 
Schwartz, who lived some time in Mysore, and 
who w as admitted to his presence, said of Hyder, 
“ Ho is served through fear : two hundred people 
with whips itltheir hands stand always ready for 
duty; not a day passes on which numbers aro 
not flowed. Hyder applies the same cat to all 
transgressors alike—-gentlemen and horuekeepers, 
tax-gatherers and his own sons. It w ill hardly 
lie l>elieved what punishments are daily inflicted 
on the collectors. One of them was tied up, and 
two men came with their whips and cut him 
dreadfully: with sharp nails they tore his flesh 
asunder, and then scourged hnn afresh; his 
shrieks reut the air.” 
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p in all the mosques, and cere- 
J all the Hindu temples, he 
/ingapatam and poured through 
its with 15,000 drilled infantry, 
40,000 peons, 28,000 cavalry, 2000 artil¬ 
lery and rocket-men, and 400 Europeans, 
Frenchmen and other ad venturers. There 
was a complete staff of French officers to 
direct operations according to the best 
rules. The artillery exceeded one hun¬ 
dred pieces of all calibres. To meet 
these long preparations and this immense 
force, the presidency of Madras had an 
empty exchequer, a divided and factious 
council, an army not exceeding 6000 
men, couuting sepoys, who formed by far 
the largest part of it; and these troops, 
wholly unprepared, were scattered over a 
wide tract of country, in Pondicherry, 
which had been taken from the French, 
in Trichinopoly, in Arcot, in Madras, in 
cantonments far apart, and in forts in¬ 
capable of resisting a battering-train, or 
badly supplied with provisions and stores. 
As for the forces of their ally, the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, there was no reliance to 
be put in them: they ran away, or they 
deserted to Hyder, as soon as his army 
defiled through the ghauts. It was diffi¬ 
cult to collect the detachments; and they 
were hardly anywhere strong enough or 
quick enough to check the rapid advance of 
the Mysorean. Porto Novo, on the coast, 
and Conjeveram, close to Trichinopoly, 
were captured and plundered; the people 
were flying in all directions from lire and 
sword towards the English presidency; and 
the flames kindled by Hyder were seen by 
wight from the top of Mount St. Thomas. 
Blacks and whites gathered under the 
guns of Fort St. George as the only place 
where they could be safe, and the neigh¬ 
bouring villas, the Black town, and Ma¬ 
dras itself, were deserted by their- panic- 
stricken inhabitants. Almost the first 
thing the presidency did was to dispatch 
a fast-sailing ship to*Calcutta, with letters 
and agents, to implore the governor-ge ¬ 
neral to send them help, hut above ail 
money ; and Hastings and the supreme 
council were told that if they sent money 
all would go well, but that without money 
everything must be lost, and a deathblow 
be given to the British empire in India.^ 
We shall presently see how Hastings an-’ 



swered to this appeal, and the* 
means he adopted to procure and C(i 
the enormous supplies that were f5ally~ 
required to save India. 

To complete the embarrassments of the 
presidency of Madras, the arrival of a 
French armament on the coast, to recover 
Pondicherry and co-operate with Hyder, 
was confidently reported. The presi¬ 
dency issued contradictory orders to thfi 
officers commanding the detached parts 
of their army, and there appears to have 
been no concert or good understanding 
among the chief commanders of their 
forces. One place of rendezvous was 
named, and then another; and the two 
main divisions, which might, have re¬ 
pulsed the invaders if united, never formed 
a junction, and were beaten separately one 
after the other. Colonel Baillie, with a 
lamentable deficiency of judgment, al¬ 
lowed himself to be surrounded, near 
Conjeveram, by the whole host of Hyder, 
witli upwards of sixty cannon. But the 
bravery of his small body of men was 
even more conspicuous than his own folly. 
Though worn out by forced marches, and 
almost sinking with hunger, sepoys, as 
well as British, kept their ground-with a 
spirit that has rarely been surpassed. But 
for the French start* around him, Hyder 
would have given up the contest and re¬ 
treated. The English repelled charge 
after charge, and the lire of their platoons, 
as regular as the motions of a machine, 
inflicted terrible slaughter. But, at half¬ 
past seven in the evening, when the battle ' 
had lasted for many hours, and when 
Ilyder’s troops appeared to be com¬ 
mencing a retreat without orders, two 
tumbrils blew up, killed a number of 
men, overset their guns, and left the Eng¬ 
lish almost without ammunition. Still 
they kept their ground, and they con¬ 
tinued fighting on till nine o’clock, when 
all the sepoys that remained were broken 
and cut to pieces. The British that sur¬ 
vived—less than 400 in number, and most 
of them wounded—gained the ridge of a 
hill and formed in square, the officers 
fighting with their swords, the men with 
their bayonets, or only now and then 
burning a cartridge. They resisted many 
attacks, and would have resisted more if 
Coionel Baillie had not gone forward to 
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Her, waving his handkerchief 
•fng them to lay down their 
said that Baillie committed 
ke in supposing that his signal 
was favourably answered; it is said that 
some of his men would not lay down their 
arms, and continued to use them; but the 
undisputed termination of the affair was 
a cowardly butchery of one half of the 
English and a horrible captivity to the 
rest. Of eighty-six officers thirty-six 
were killed and thirty-four wounded and 
mangled. The young soldiers of Hyder 
and his son Tippoo amused themselves 
with fleshing their swords and exhibiting 
their skill on men already helpless and 
dying, on the sick and wounded, and even 
on women and children. The prisoners 
that were taken and allowed to live were 
stripped of their clothing to the last rem¬ 
nant, and none escaped this brutal treat¬ 
ment except u few who were saved by the 
humane interposition of French officers.* 
Sir Hector Munro, who commanded 
the other main division of the Madras 
army, was within a short march of 
HydeFe rear, delayed by want of rice and 
other necessaries. Upon learning the 
dreadful catastrophe he abandoned his 
tents and baggage, threw his heavier 
guns into a tank, and fled, rather than 
retreated, to Chingleput, and thence to 
Mount St. Thomas and Madras, being fol¬ 
lowed the whole way by clouds of My¬ 
sorean horse. A great part of the country 
was again laid waste, and, within a few 
weeks from Hyder Ali’s first descent, 
Waudewash, Chingleput, Vellore, and 
Arcot were either captured or closely be¬ 
sieged. But for Hastings there was an 
end to our power, not only in the Carnatic, 
hut also in the Northern Circars. He 
too had to contend with an empty trea¬ 
sury and with a council that was still far 
from unanimous. Money, however, was 
procured, and fifteen lacs of rupees were 
sent off to Madras as a present supply 
for the army; more money was promised, 
and the governor-general’s missives and 
agents were sent flying through the coun¬ 
try to procure it—at Moorshedabad, at 
Patna, at Benares, at Lucknow, in every 

* Colonel Wilks, Sketches of the South of 
India; and Memoirs of the late War in Asia, 



place where Hastings had a\ 
could invent one—-for all eonsfUi„ W v.. D 
gave way in his mind to the paramount 
duty of preserving the British empire in 
the East. If he could have coined his 
body, and his soul too, into lacs of rupees, 
he would have done it at this tremendous 
crisis. The inept governor of Fort St 
George, or Madras, was recalled, and Sir 
Eyre Coote, who had fought under Clive 
at Plassey, who had defeated Lally and 
Hussy at Waudewash, and who had taken 
Pondicherry in tire last w ar, was invited 
to take the command of Fort St. George, 
and the entire management of the war 
with Hyder Ali. Peace wits concluded 
with Scindia, Popham was recalled from 
the Jumna, and amicable arrangements 
were adjusted with the other Mahratta 
powers, under the guarantee of the liajah 
of Berar. * 

Sir Eyre Coote, who had only recently 
returned to India as commander-in-chief 
of Bengal and a member of the supreme 
council, had uot always agreed with 
Hastings at the council-table; but, in the 
moment of danger, he gave him his entire 
support, recognised the spirited wisdom 
and decision of his plans, and, though 
infirm and suffering, undertook the com¬ 
mand. Some faint murmurs of opposi¬ 
tion or disapprobation were heard from 
Francis, who had not yet taken his de¬ 
parture; hut the imminence of the peril, 
and the conviction of the necessity of 
agreement and of energetic measures, 
would not permit men to listen to him; 
and Hastings, at every demur or hesita¬ 
tion of the council, ofl'ered, in the maimer 
ot Clive, to take all the responsibility 
upon himself- Not a moment was to be 
lost; for if the French armament should 
arrive before Coote, then all would be 
lost. Five hundred choice British troops 
were embarked at Calcutta, and with 
these, and six hundred lascars and be¬ 
tween forty and fifty gentlemen volun¬ 
teers, the Indian veteran sailed for Madras 
on the 23rd of October. On the night 
after his departure there arose a terrible 
storm, which continued all the next dav. 
Some alarmists whispered that the veteran 
and his little army had gone to the bot¬ 
tom of file Bay of Bengal; but the squa¬ 
dron weathered the storm, and after a 
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iM/passage got safe to Madras, 
ijug' that further reinforcements 
" required in the Carnatic, and 

Rmiwdng, since Goddard’s progress to 
Surat, that the native troops might be 
trusted on the longest marches, Hastings 
resolved that another detachment should 
be got ready and sent to Madras, not by 
sea, but by land; he strained every nerve, 
he looked out for the best officers and the 
best men, and early in the ensuing year 
r 1781) Colonel Pearse, a counterpart of 
Goddard, started from Calcutta with five 
small regiments of native infantry, some 
native cavalry, and a proportionate train 
of artillery, to find or force his way 
through Cuttack, the Northern Cirears, 
and half of the Carnatic, a distance of 
more than 1100 miles, and through a 
country intersected by many rivers, which 
were all to be crossed where broadest, or 
nearest their mouths. Pearse and his 
detachment overcame all obstacles, per¬ 
formed the journey, got to Madras at a 
most critical juncture, and were emi¬ 
nently useful in that quarter. 

In the mean time Coote had commenced 
operations with 1700 Europeans and about 
5000 native troops, by marching to reco¬ 
ver Wandewash, the scene of his greatest 
exploit. Hyder Ali, terrified at his name, 
abandoned Wandewash with the utmost 
precipitation, raised several of his sieges, 
and seemed more than once inclined to 
fly altogether, or to treat with Coote. 
But at this juncture the arrival of a 
French fleet obliged the English to change 
their line of march; and after a few days 
Coote encamped on the hills behind Pon¬ 
dicherry, in the roadstead of which there 
rode at anchor seven French ships of the 
line and four frigates. On taking Pon¬ 
dicherry, Sir Hector Monro had contented 
himself with destroying the fortifications, 
and putting a very small garrison into it, 
which had been withdrawn at the begin¬ 
ning of Hyder’s present invasion. The 
French officers had given their parole, 
the inhabitants had been allowed to con¬ 
tinue their trade; but the temptation was 
too great, and when it was seen^ that the 
English were Hying in all directions, and 
known that au armament was coming 
from France, they clapped the English 
resident into prison, flew to arms, enlisted 



sepoys, and collected provisions* 
army at Karangotty, at a convenidu 
tance from Porto Novo. Coote disarmed 
the inhabitants of Pondicherry and then 
marched away to destroy the depot, 
Hyder, emboldened by the arrival of the 
French ships, had descended to the coast; 
and he now moved-on the right flank of 
the English, rapidly and with the evident 
intention of protecting the depot, and 
keeping open his communications with 
the fleet. At one time the two armies 
were very close to each other; and Coote, 
with the spirit and nimbleness of former 
years, mounted his horse and rode along 
the English lines, telling his men that the 
day was come for beating Hyder. But 
the Mysorean would not accept the chal¬ 
lenge to battle; and in a very few days 
he moved rapidly back into the interior, 
despondent and terror-stricken at the de¬ 
parture of the French ships, which, with 
the old apprehension of the approach of a 
superior English squadron, set sail for the 
Isle of France on the 15th of February, 
1781. Coote could not follow Hyder, for 
a sickness broke out in his camp, and the 
country had been so wasted that he could 
not find forage for his cattle. 

Penetrating into Tanjore, Hyder con¬ 
tinued his ra vages in that beautiful mid 
productive district; and his son Tippoo 
returned to Wandewash, and even laid 
siege to that town. Sir Edward Hughes 
with an English squadron destroyed 
Hyder’s infant navy in his own ports of 
Calicut and Mangalore, and about the 
middle of June arrived at Madras with 
somd reinforcements from Bombay. On 
the 18th of June Coote attacked the for¬ 
tified pagoda of Chillambram, but was 
repulsed with considerable loss. In a 
military sense, however, the loss was a 
gain, for the aft'air of Chillambram gave 
Hyder such confidence that he came 
again down to the coast and encamped at 
Cuddalore with the determination to risk 
a battle rather than permit Coote’s ad¬ 
vance to Trichinopoly and Tanjore. 
Hyder took up good ground and raised 
formidable redoubts according to the 
plans drawn for him by French officers; 
yet, nevertheless, he was completely de¬ 
feated by the English, who advanced from 
Porto Novo and attacked him in his lines 
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lijof July. The old Mysorean, 
i portable stool upon a hill in 
‘ his army, was thrown into a 
wiadness by Coote’s most unex¬ 
success 5 he raved and tore his 
clothes, refusing to move from the spot, 
till an old servant pulled his slippers on 
his legs, and put him on a fleet horse. 
Coote had no cavalry to pursue niin. He 
ordered his son Tippoo to raise the siege 
of Wandewash, and he retired himself to 
Arcot quite crest-fallen. He began to 
have a corrector notion of the spirit and 
resources of his enemy. “ The defeat of 
many Bail lies,” said he, “ will not destroy 
these English. 1 can ruin their resources 
by land, but I cannot dry up the sea." 
He bitterly regretted having allowed him¬ 
self to be drawn into the war by French 
counsels; he still more bitterly com¬ 
plained of having been amused by idle 
expectations of a great French force from 
Europe. He, however, recovered heart 
enough to risk another battle for the de¬ 
fence of Arcot The ground he chose 
was the very spot where Bail lie’s detach¬ 
ment had been annihilated, and which he 
therefore considered a lucky spot. He 
was again defeated; but this time, owing 
to some squabbles and jealousies among 
the superior English officers, Coote’s army 
suffered much more than in the preceding 
affair. This was on the 27t.h of August. 
On the 27th of September another battle 
was fought in the pass of Shoiinghur, 
near BelJore. Here Hyder was routed 
with teirible loss, and the fortress of 
Bel lore, one of the keys of the Carnatic, 
almost reduced to extremities by famine, 
was relieved and saved. The rains, the 
monsoon floods, and the rising of the 
rivers, put an end to further extensive 
operations; hut before Coote retired into 
cantonments, Chittore, Palipett, and other 
places were retaken. 

In the mean time an able and a truly 
excellent man had arrived from England 
as governor of Madras. This was Lord 
Macartney, who landed at Fort St. George 
on the 22 nd of June of this present'year 
(1781). His lordship brought intelli¬ 
gence of the declaration of war between 
England and Holland; and his flrst care 
was to make himself master of all the 
Dutch factories or settlements on that 


coast. Sadras surrendered" 
mons; Poulicat, having a regij 
garrison and a corps of Hytft 
quartered in its vicinity, offered resist¬ 
ance ; Fort St. George had not a soldier 
to spare, it had been drained of men and 
almost of stores to supply Sir Eyre Coote; 
but Lord Macartney put himself at the 
head of some gentlemen volunteers and 
Madras militia, and on the approach of 
this force Poulicat surrendered. These 
operations were only a prelude to the siege 
and capture of Negapatam, the chief of 
all the Dutch settlements, and which, 
being situa ted on one of the mouths of the 
Cavevy river, and close to the frontier of 
Tanjore, was of immense importance both 
in a commercial and a military point of 
view. Hyder, in scouring Tanjore, had 
drawn assistance and supplies through 
this port. His lordship had still no troops 
to dispose of; but Admiral Hughes had 
good marines and good sailors ready for 
any tiling; and on the 21st of October tire 
seamen and marines were lauded in the 
neighbourhood of Negapatam to co-ope¬ 
rate with a small, detachment under Co¬ 
lonel Brathwaite, who had maintained 
himself in. the Tanjore country, and who 
now crossed the Cuvery. With admirable 
rapidity ground was broke and a battery 
raised of ten 18-pounders, and by the 12th 
of November Negapatam, with all that 
it contained, was ours. 'Among its con¬ 
tents were six thousand five hundred and 
odd men—a number far exceeding that of 
the besiegers, counting marines, seamen, 
and all—a vast quantity of arms and war¬ 
like stores, and a double investment of 
goods for Europe, no ships having arrived 
from Holland in the preceding year, in 
consequence of the alarm created in the 
Dutch East India Company try Commo¬ 
dore Fielding’s attack on the squadron of 
Count Beyland.* 


* Though in a stale of peace with Great Britain, 
the Dutch hatl long persisted in carrying articles 
contraband of war to the ports of France and to 
the ports of the revolted British colonies in 
America; and the Dutch government had pro¬ 
tested against our right of search, and had turned 
a deaf ear to all the remonstrances of the British 
cabinet against this serious infraction of the law 
of nations. At Inst the matter came to a hostile 
issue. Our government sent out Commodore 
Fielding with a good squadron to intercept u 
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1 more remained in that quar- 
from them; but on the other 
talk’s Strait, not many leagues 
Coromandel coast, was the 
island of Ceylon, all access to which the 
Dutch had most jealously guarded for more 
than a hundred years, and there they pos¬ 
sessed the famed town and port of Trinco- 
malee, one of the most important in ail 
India, the most secure place of refuge for 
ships surprised by storms or o vertaken by 
the violent monsoon, and so conveniently 
situated with reference to the English 
settlements on the Coromandel coast, that 
a vessel may reach it from Madras in two 
days. It was a depot too of “ the sweet 
cane,” or cinnamon, and of pearls of great 
price. Macartney resolved to add it to 
the list of conquests. Admiral Hughes, 
taking on board only five hundred land 
troops, sailed from Negapatam on the 
2nd of January (1782), and by the 11th 
of the same month the English flag was 
planted in Trincomalee, the Dutch 
making a most feeble resistance.* Colo¬ 
nel Brathwaite, after assisting in the re¬ 
duction of Negapatam, returned into Tan- 
jore with the view of recovering some of 
the fortresses of that country which had 
been taken by Ilyder and his son Tippoo, 


Dutch lleel of merchantmen (said to be bound 
for the Mediterranean, but, m reality, chiefly 
destined for French ports with stores, &c.) under 
the convoy of Count Beyland. On the 1st of 
January, 1780, Fielding came up with these 
Dutchmen a little to the westward of the Islo of 
Wight, and desired that he might be allowed to 
examine the merchant vessels. The Dutch ad¬ 
miral refused, and fired on the boats which were 
»ent off to search the vessels. The English com¬ 
modore then fired a shot a-head of the count’s 
ship, and the Dutchman replied by a whole 
broadside. Fielding then fired a broadside him¬ 
self, upon which Beyland, who, besides tho mer¬ 
chantmen, had only two ships of the line and 
two frigates, struck his colours. The English 
seized seven of the trading vessels, which were 
principally laden with warlike or naval stores; 
nut. the rest escaped in tho darkness of the night, 
and got safelv into Brest. Count Beyland was 
given to understand that he might hoist his 
colours and proceed on his voyage. He hoisted 
his flag and sainted the British Hag; but he de¬ 
clared ho could not proceed unless the seven 
merchant vessels were restored to him; and lie 
sailed into Spithead, and came to anchor close to 
Fielding’s squadron.— Pictorial History of Eng¬ 
land. 

* Sir John Barrow, Account of the Public Life 
of the Earl of Macartney. 



ratker through bribery than for 

the same arts Brathwaite was _ 

and misled by the Tanjoreans : and while 
encamped on the left bank of the Cavery 
he was surprised, enveloped, and de¬ 
stroyed, on the 18 th of February, by Tippoo 
and a French corps, after maintaining 
a most unequal struggle from sunrise to 
sunset. The circumstances of Brath- 
waite's defeat resembled those of Colonel 
Baillie’s: he had only 100 English, 1500 
sepoys, and 300 cavalry; while Tippoo 
had 10,000 horse, 10,000 infantry, 20 
pieces of cannon, and 400 Europeans com¬ 
manded by French officers. The French 
decided the long and obstinate contest by 
charging the exhausted sepoys with the 
bayonet. The massacre of the prisoners 
was prevented by the feeling and spirit 
of the French officers, who were seen 
risking their own lives and cutting down 
Tippoo’s savages to prevent it. This 
severe blow was almost immediately fol¬ 
lowed by the arrival on the coast of M. 
de Suffrein with ships and an army 3000 
strong, two-thirds being veteran French 
troops and the other third Cafires picked 
up at the Isles of France and Bourbon. 
Ilyder and Tippoo were in a rapture of 
joy; yet the wily old Mysorean, upon re¬ 
flection, was alarmed at the greatness of 
the force of his allies, and made up his 
mind never to admit them in force into My¬ 
sore. Admiral SufFrein had had an adven¬ 
turous voyage. Among the Cape de Yerd 
Islands lie had encountered the squadron 
of Commodore Johnstone, who, after an 
indecisive battle, had followed him as far 
as the Cape of Good Hope, and who pro¬ 
bably might have spoiled his v oyage if he 
had not preferred capturing five rich 
Dutch East Indiamen in Saldanha Bay. 
Johnstone returned home with Ids prizes; 
but a part of his squadron, with the trans¬ 
ports and Indiamen having on board 
troops for India, followed in the track of 
Admiral SufFrein. The French put into 
the Isle of France, where they were joined 
by several other ships, some of the line, 
some frigates. The English, whose crews 
were veiy sickly, stopped at the island 
of Johanna for twenty or four and twenty 
days, when they continued their course 
for the western coast of India, hoping to 
form a junction with Sir Edward Hughes, 
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droops. and then with united 
Voy .Sufirein’s fleet But the 
/ere becalmed for several weeks; 
hen within 260 leagues of Bombay 
they were caught by the changing mon¬ 
soon and carried to the coast of Arabia 
Felix. At the beginning of December 
the winds allowed them to resume their 
voyage; and, under the impression that 
the French armament was destined for 
xhat neighbourhood in order to co-operate 
with the Mahrattas, in conformity with 
engagements made by M. Lubinat Poona, 
part of the fleet ran for Bombay, and 
part continued in quest of Admiral 
Hughes, who had left the western for the 
Coromandel coast several months before, 
and who was at this time at Negapatam 
or at Trincomalee. 

The first of these divisions reached 
Bombay on the 22nd of January: it had 
part of the troops on board, under the 
command of Colonel Humberston Mac¬ 
kenzie. This officer, on learning that ail 
was quiet in that, neighbourhood, and that 
the real scene of the war was on the op¬ 
posite coast, sailed almost immediately 
for Madras; but, in consequence of fresh 
intelligence reporting that Hyder was 
triumphant iu the Carnatic, that Madras 
was in danger, and that the French fleet 
was assembling in groat force on the Co¬ 
romandel coast, by which he must pass, 
Colonel Mackenzie, after consulting a 
council of war, resolved to attempt a di¬ 
version on the Malabar side of ilyder’s 
dominions, and on the 18th of February 
landed his troops at Calicut. Mackenzie 
had scarcely 1000 men; but there was 
already an English detachment on that 
part of the coast, and when the forces 
were united the colonel was strong enough 
to drive before him a Mysorean army, to 
take several towns and fortresses, and 
to create great alarm in the mind of 
Hyder, who was forced to weaken his 
army in the Carnatic in order to check 
Mackenzie. 

Suffrein did not leave the Isle of France 
until some time after the English squa¬ 
dron had left Johanna; but his voyage 
was more fortunate than theirs, and he 
reached the Coromandel coast early in 
January, having captured on his way the 
* Hannibal,’ a fifty-gun ship, which had 



been separated from the rest of" 

lish squadron.* His approach - - 

known at Madras by the arrival, of some 
country ships flying from his pursuit. 
Several of these vessels, loaded with grain 
for +he supply of the half-famishing army 
of Sir Eyre Coote, were taken by the 
French. Sir Edward Hughes, leaving a 
small garrison in Trincomalee, returned 
to Madras, and was fortunate enough to 
arrive there on the 8th of February, with¬ 
out encountering the very superior force 
ol Suffrein, although he had passed very 
near it. With equal good fortune the 
part of the squadron from England which 
had separated from the rest on the western 
coast ran past the French and joined 
Hughes at Madras on the 9th. f Sir 
Edward now counted nine sail of the line; 
but six of these ships were foul and 
damaged from long service. On the 15th 
Suffrein appeared in the offing, and sent 
in his lighter vessels to reconhoitre the 
English force. The report was vexatious 
and disappointing, as he had counted upon 
fightiug Hughes with his six ships of the 
line only ; and although he had himself 
twelve ships of the line and six frigates, he 
was not over anxious to engage. He was 
as brave a man as ever fought under the 
white flag or any other national standard; 
but the positive orders of his government 
were, to act with extreme caution, as their 
finances could not bear the equipping of 
another fleet for this distant service, and if 
he lost his ships there would again be an 
end to the hopes of the French, in India. 

The English admiral, fully expecting 
an attack, placed his ships, with springs 
on their cables, in the best position to de¬ 
fend themselves and the numerous trans¬ 
ports and trading shipping which lay iu 
the road. Instead of coming in, Suffrein 
stood away to the southward. Hughes, 
having taken on hoard some provisions, 
and some sound men to supply the places 


* The ‘ Hannibal,’on the clearing up of a thick 
fog, found herself in the very midst of Sulfreiu’s 
fleet; but she was not taken without a desperate 
combat. 

f This division of the squadron consisted only 
of three ships of the line and some transports, 
and it must have been sacrificed if it had fallen 
iu with Suffrein. The loss would have been 
almost fatal, for the ships contained about 1000 
or 1200 English soldiers. 
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iiiirpus sick, weighed and fol- 
dnrench. On the 16th the 
ps that were clean and cop- 

_ _ _(up with and captured six sail 

of Suffreiu’s convoy, one of these sail 
being a large French transport loaded 
with shot, powder, and guns, and having 
on board many officers and 300 men, the 
other five being English transports which 
had been captured a few days before by 
the French. Suffrein, as Hughes had 
anticipated, bore round lo protect his con¬ 
voy. The two fleets came close together 
during the night, and on the following 
day, the 17th, they came into action. 
Suffrein had the double advantage of the 
weather-gage and concentration of force, 
for some of Hughes’s ships had fallen 
away to leeward —the original superiority 
of force remaining the same, 1 e. twelve 
ships of the line, without counting the 
frigates, against nine. The brunt of the 
action on the English side, indeed, was 
borne by only flve ships; and two of 
these, the ‘ Superb* and * Exeter,’ suffered 
severely, though, after the old fashion, 
more in their masts and rigging than in 
their crews. When the ‘ Exeter ’ was a 
wreck, and when two French ships were 
bearing down to attack her in that con¬ 
dition, Commodore King asked his sail¬ 


ing 


master what he should do with the 


ship. “ There is nothing to be done but 
to fight her till she sinks,” was the mas¬ 
ter’s reply. But a sudden squall brought 
up the ships that were to leeward, and 
gave the British the advantage of the 
wind ; and in twenty-five minutes more 
Suffrein suspended the conflict, and bore 
away for Porto Novo. Hughes made for 
Trincoraalee, as the most convenient place 
for repairing his ships. His lulled and 
wounded amounted to about 130. The 
captain of the * Exeter’ and the captain of 
the ‘ Superb * were among the slain. 
SufFrein’s loss in men was more consi¬ 
derable; but his ships, or at least his 
masts and spars, were less damaged.* 

The 2000 French and the 1000 Caffres 
landed at Porto Novo were under the 
command of M. Bussy, who, no more than 



* Captain SeUom berg’s Naval Chronology.— 
Anu. Kegiat. 


Coote, was the man he had beej 
years before. They united with t 
of Tippoo ; but they performed 
ploit till the beginning of April, when they 
besieged and captured Cud dal ore, a con¬ 
venient station for their fleet. A few 
days before this capture Suffrein quitted 
his anchorage at Porto Novo in quest of 
a fleet of English Indiamen which had 
arrived upon the Coromandel coast under 
the escort of two . liue-of-battle ships 
having on hoard a king’s regiment. 
Hughes, who had completed his repairs 
and" returned to Madras, instantly slipped 
after him to protect the Indiamen. The 
English admiral met this merchant fleet 
and saw it safely into the roadstead of 
Madras, and then taking the two escort¬ 
ing ships of the line with him, he hastened 
to throw some provisions and reinforce¬ 
ments into his recent conquest, Trinco- 
malec. On the 8th of April, Hughes 
found himself almost within gun-shot of 
Suffrein’s fleet; but he pursued his course 
for Ceylon to execute his more imme¬ 
diate object, and was closely followed by 
the French. He made the coast on the 
] 1th, about fifteen leagues to windward 
of Trincoraalee, for which place he bore 
away during the night. On the morning 
of the 12th, when the English ships were 
close upon a dangerous lee-shore, the 
French, having the weather-gage and 
crowding all sail, came down upon them 
and brought them to action under almost 
every possible disadvantage. The com¬ 
bat began at noon, became general at 
three o’clock, and lasted till dark; hut after 
all it w as a drawn battle, in which both 
sides suffered very severely, and neither 
could boast of the advantage, although 
there remained to the English sailors the 
honour of having overcome by their skill 
and steadiness the natural terrors of the 
situation they were in when first engaged. 
The number of killed and wounded was 
about equal, being stated on either side at 
from bOO to 600 men. For six or seven 
days the hostile fleets lay close to each 
other repairing their damages, which ren¬ 
dered them incapable of renewing the 
conflict. After some manoeuvres which 
seemed to announce his intention to attack, 
Suffrein ran along the Ceylon coast to 
Battacolo, or Baticalo—another Dutch 
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M. BUSSY AND TIPPOO RETREAT. 


d Hughes ran into Trin- 


_Avimdalore, Bussy and Tippoo 

Wander ash; but Coote, 
_ rsu tiering from a recent and vio¬ 
lent apoplectic attack, advanced rapidly 
t.o the relief of that place, and on the 
24th of April encamped on the very spot 
where he had defeated Tally and Bussy 
in the year 1760. Instead of accepting 
the battle he offered, Bussy and Tippoo 
retreated before Coote and his prestige. 
The English then threatened the strong 
fort of Arnee, where Hyder had deposited 
plunder and provisions. The old Myso¬ 
rean advanced in person for the defence 
of this place, anti fought a loose, irre¬ 
gular battle, in which he sustained some 
loss ; but, while he was thus facing Coote, 
his son Tippoo succeeded in carrying off 
the plunder and provisions from Arnee. 
After these operations Bussy retreated 
towards Cuddalore and Pondicherry. 
Hyder put himself in quarters near the 
coast, and Tippoo and some strong French 
detachments hurried away to Calicut, 
where the affairs of his father seemed 
going to utter ruin, for the Nairs or Hindu 
chiefs of the Malabar coast, who had been 
cruelly oppressed by the Mysoreans, were 
rising in arms, and joining the English 
force under Colonel Mackenzie. At this 
juncture, when experience had shown him 
tliat even with the aid of his European 
allies he could not maintain his ground 
in the Carnatic, or face the English, 
Hyder was thrown into dismay by learn¬ 
ing the result of Hastings’s successful 
policy, or the conclusion of the treaty be¬ 
tween the English and the Mahrattas. 
He expected every moment to have the 
Mahratta confederacy upon him; aud the 
Mahrattas alone had on a former occa¬ 
sion proved more than a match for him. 
u I must, go alone,” said the perplexed 
and suspicious old tyrant, “ against these 
faithless Mahrattas, who will be falling 
on Mysore, for I dare not admit the 
French in force to my own country.” 
His health, which had been declining for 
some time, was shaken by his anxieties 
and still increasing suspicions. He had 



• Captain Schombery’s Naval Chronology.— 
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long been haunted by visions ol 
and murder. Once, when ask£ 
familiar companion, Gholaumi***, 
made him start so much in his sleep, he 
replied, “ My friend, the state of beggars 
is more delightful than my envied mo¬ 
narchy, for they see no conspirators when 
awake, and dream of no assassins when 
asleep.” He, however, permitted himself 
to be persuaded by Bussy that the war in 
the Carnatic, was far from hopeless, that 
means might be found to counteract 
Hastings’s negotiations and win back the 
Mahrattas, not merely to a neutrality, 
but to a close alliance; and, while the 
cunning old man amused Sir Eyre Coote 
and kept him inactive, by the intimation 
that he might accede to the governor- 
general’s treaty with the Mahrattas and 
become a party to it, he was preparing to 
co-operate with Bussy in an attack upon 
Negapatam. 

The operations of the French and 
English fleets, on which the success of 
the powers contending on shore mainly 
depended, were of a curious and a com¬ 
plicated kind. Having refitted in Ceylon 
as best they could, Suffrein and Hughes re¬ 
turned to the coast, and on the 3rd "of July 
fought another drawn battle, but one in 
which the Fi ench suffered by far the greater 
loss, and were only saved from a total 
defeat by one of those sudden shiftings 
of the wind which make sea-battles wi th 
sailing-ships so much a matter of chance. 
Suffrein, however, who was as skilful as 
he was brave, had the merit of availing ' 
himself of his chance with admirable sea¬ 
manship and dexterity. After the battle 
the French went to anchor at Cuddalore, 
and the English to Madras. Suffrein 
was the first to he ready for sea, and, 
making again for Ceylon, and being joined 
on that coast by two more ships of the 
line, fresh from Europe, aud with a strong 
body of troops on hoard, he dashed into 
Trincomalee Bay and summoned the forts 
and town. There had not been time to 
put these forts even in decent order, and 
the garrison, originally weak, was re¬ 
duced by the sickliness and swmmpiness of 
the situation ; but, well knowing that his 
antagonist. Hughes, would not he long 
behind him, he offered the most honour¬ 
able terms in order to procure a capitula- 
o 
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jri the English fleet should arrive. 
Prison surrendered on the 31st of 
md on the 2nd of September 
arrived. Preferring fighting 
sea-room to being attacked in the 
Suffrein came out, and another 
battle, far more desperate than either of 
the preceding ones between him and 
Hughes, took place, the French having 
sixteen sail uf the line, and the English 
twelve.* For three or four hours the 
centres of the two lines were hotly en¬ 
gaged, ship to ship, the rival admirals, in 
the ‘Superb’ and ‘L’Heros,’ fighting 
with the greatest fury. At half-past five 
in the afternoon there was a short hush; 
but Hughes, wearing round with all his 
ships, and with wonderful order and ra¬ 
pidity, renewed the attack with advantage 
and with double vigour. Suffrein’s main¬ 
mast was shot away by the board, and his 
mizenmast soon followed it. At seven 
o’clock the French, with a slackened fire 
and in some confusion, hauled their wind 
and became exposed to a most galling 
fire from the ships in the English rear. 
As night set in the whole of the French 
fleet ran back to Trincomalee, and in such 
hurry and confusion that one of their best 
ships ran ashore and was lost, and two 
others missed the broad mouth of the bay 
and fell down the coast. The English 
were in no condition to pursue : they had 
lost in ^he action 51 in killed and 283 
in wounded, and the rigging of most of 
their ships was ruined. Among the slain 
were Captain Watt, of the ‘Sultan,’ 
Captain Wood, of the ‘Worcester,’ and. 
the Hon. Captain Lumley, of the ‘ Isis.’ 
It appears that Suffrein’s captains had 
been more careful of their lives; and he 
was sc much dissatisfied with the conduct 
of some of them in the action that he im¬ 
mediately broke six of them and sent 
them prisoners to the Isle of France. He 
concealed as ranch as he could the loss he 
had sustained, but it soon became known 
that the slaughter had been great beyond 
precedent; that in his own ship, which was 

* We count 50-gun ships as ships of the line, 
which at this period they were reckoned. Suffruin 
had four 50-gun ships, and Hughes only one : in 
seventy-fours and sixty-fours the French had 
twelve, and the English eleven ships. The num¬ 
bers of guns were—EugUsh, 704; French, 954. 





crowded with men, about 140 wei 
and 240 wounded, and that his 
in killed and wounded exceeded lobtn 
Admiral Hughes returned to Madras, 
where he found Sir Eyre Coote deter¬ 
mined to make an attack upon the French 
lines at Cuddalore, though almost de¬ 
prived of the use of his limbs by another 
attack of paralysis. Coote required the 
admiral to remain to co-operate with him, 
and he was the more eager upon this point, 
as he now learned the concerted attack of 
Hyder and the French on Negapatam: 
but Hughes, who had considered himself 
ill used both by the general and by Lord 
Macartney, or the council of Madras, re¬ 
presented that he could not stay with any 
safety to his ships during the monsoon, and 
insisted upon going round to Bombay, 
where he could properly refit his shattered, 
fleet. It is said that shelter might have 
been found for him nearer at hand on the 
Coromandel coast; but it is not so clear 
that Hughes could have found there the 
accommodations, materials, and workmen 
he wanted, though Suffrein had contrived 
to do wonders in this way at Cuddalore, 
improvising an arsenal or ship-yard, and, 
to encourage others, working himself in 
his shirt-sleeves like a commou ship¬ 
wright. It is possible that, but for his 
ill-huraour, Hughes would have remained; 
but, if he had remained a day longer than 
he did in Madras-roads, he would, in all 
human probability, have been a sacrifice, 
and the entire loss of his fleet would have 
been added to other tremendous calamities.. 
He sailed on the 15th of October, and 
was well out at sea before night. In the 
course of that night the well-known roar 
of the coming monsoon was heard by 
anxious ears in Fort St. George and the 
town of Madras, and the surf began to 
shake the coast; and by the next morn¬ 
ing the strand was seen covered with 
wrecks or fragments of merchant-ships 
that had stayed behind when Hughes took 
his departure. The sight was every way 
dreadful, for some of these ships were 
loaded with rice for the garrison, the 
town, and the army; and every bag of 
rice w as lost when there seemed no pos¬ 
sibility of procuring another supply by 
sea or by land. There had been a scarcity 
before, but now there was absolute fa* 






BATTLE OF PANIANY. DEATH OF IIYDEB. 



jhousands of the poor natives of 
atic, who had tied from Hyder 
refuge under the guns of Fort St. 

_ w , were the first to feel these hoi 1 ' 

rors:"they died by hundreds, and they 
soon had fellow-sufferers. The roads that 
led to the town, the streets of the town 
itself, were strewed with the dead and 
dying; and nothing was heard but cries, 
and moans, and unavailing prayers for 
relief addressed to men who had not a 
grain of rice to spare, and who might sooi^ 
be subjected to the same want and agony. 
It is said that 10,000 souls perished before 
supplies of rice were obtained from Ben¬ 
gal and other parts. 

Pour or five days after the departure of 
Sir Edward Hughes, Sir Richard Bicker- 
ton put into Madras-roads with a squadron 
of ships of war arid land troops from Eng¬ 
land ; but, having no provisions to spare 
after his long and. tedious voyage, and 
considering it to be at once his duty and 
the only mode of securing his safety— 
menaced by the monsoon and by the 
vast superiority of Suffrein—to join the 
admiral, he put again to sea, and ran 
round Cape Comorin and up the western 
coast to Bombay. Shortly after Sir Eyre 
Coote, in a deplorable state of health, set 
sail for Calcutta. The commaud de¬ 
volved to General Stuart, who sent 500 
men to reinforce the garrison at Ne- 
gapatara, 400 Europeans to co-operate 
with the Bombay army under Goddard 
(who was preparing to invade the do¬ 
minions of ilyder from the west), and 
300 Europeans into the Circars, where 
a French invasion was expected, but 
never took place. In fact, both Bussy 
and Suffrein became inactive at the very 
moment when activity would have been 
attended with the greatest chance of suc¬ 
cess. They did not attack Negapatain, 
when its garrison was weak and unpre¬ 
pared ; they did not intercept or attempt 
to intercept the weak squadron of Sir 
Richard Bickerton, who passed them and 
repassed them at no great distance; they 
made no attempt against Madras when it 
was panic-stricken and famine-stricken, 
and they allowed the place to he re vic¬ 
tualled from the Circars and from Ben¬ 
gal, though a few frigates might have 
stopped the grain-ships and compelled 


a surrender through hunger. \E§*i<#is 
causes may be imagined as contJb3^_ 
to this passiveness, such as shattered and 
ill-repaired ships, tempestuous weather, 
poverty, and a lack of provisions or stores 
in the French quarters; but the greatest 
cause of all probably was the declining 
health and spirit of Ilyder. Tippoo, his 
son and heir, was gone to the Malabar 
coast with an army of 20,000 men and a 
French corps 400 strong. Colonel Hum- 
berstone Mackenzie was pressing on My¬ 
sore from the south, and was preparing 
for the siege of Palagatchcrry, not many 
marches from Seringapatam, having dis¬ 
persed the Mysorean army that attempted 
to cover the fort, when the approach of 
Tippoo constrained him to retreat towards 
the coast. On his vray back Mackenzie 
blew up several forts which he had taken 
iii his advance. He halted at Paniany, a 
seaport town about 35 miles from Calicut, 
and there resolved to defend himself 
against Tippoo and the French, who, 
during the latter part of his march, had 
pressed closely on his rear and caused him 
some loss. 

On the following morning (the 28th of 
November), before day broke and before 
he could put the place in some defensive 
order, lie was attacked by the enemy in 
four columns advancing from different 
points, and being guided or headed by the 
French. His sepoys -were driven in at 
one point, and two or three of his guns 
were taken before the British-horn part 
of his troops got under arms; but pre¬ 
sently the pride of Highland regiments, 
the gallant 42nd, advanced to the charge, 
and drove French and Mysoreans before 
them at the point of the bayonet, and with 
a terrible slaughter, for the columns bad 
got mixed and confused, and Tippoo had 
blocked up the roads and avenues with 
masses of horse and foot, who had no in¬ 
clination to fight at close quarters them¬ 
selves, but who impeded the retreat to 
those that had engaged. At last, how¬ 
ever, the whole host withdrew , leaving 
nothing behind them but killed and 
wounded. The lesson he thus received 
was a severe one, and it is not credible 
that Tippoo either contemplated making 
another attack upon lines that were every 
hour becoming stronger, and that were 
o 2 
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yby 900 choice British troops 
poys, or proceeding by blockade 
to a town which was open to the 

sea, and situated on a coast where the 
entire population favoured the English 
cause. 

But at this juncture Tippoo received 
intelligence of his father’s death, and it 
behoved him to look after his inheritance, 
for he had brothers and cousins. He 
therefore turned his back upon Paniany, 
and made all haste to secure the musnud 
and the treasure. Hyder Ali died of 
a disease known to the Hindus under 
the name of the raj-poro or rajah-boil, 
from its being supposed to be peculiar to 
persons of royal rank-—an Indian king s- 
CYil—and called by the Mohammedans 
the “ crab,” from a fancied resemblance 
to that creature in the swelling behind the 
neck, or the upper portion of the back, 
which is the first indication of the dis¬ 
order. French physicians and surgeons 
were called in, but their science was 
as ineffectual as the conjuring and the 
charms of the native practitioners in 
curing a dangerous disease in. an octo¬ 
genarian.* 

The “ Tiger”—for such, being trans¬ 
lated, is the appropriate name of his son 
and successor—had reached the manly 
age of thirty years when he assumed the 
reins of government, with an army of 
90,000 men, a treasury containing three 
crores of rupees in hard money, and a 
mass of booty, jewels, and other valuables, 
estimated at an immense amount. With 
these resources, with the French alliance, 
and with a passion for war and aggran¬ 
dizement, Tippoo scorned all overtures 
for a peace with the English—overtures 
which his wiser father would certainly 
have accepted, if he had lived a few 
months or a few weeks longer. Having 
performed the last duties to the remains 
of Hyder, he hastened to join the main 
army of Mysore, well provided with 


* The precise date of the birth of Hyder All is 
not ascertained, but he is supposed to have been 
at least 80 years old when he died. His body was 
secretly deposited in the obscure tomb of Ms 
father at Colar; but Tippoo subsequently caused 
it to be removed to the superb mausoleum at S<- 
ringaputam, which is still endowed and carefully 
kept up by the English. 



money and presents to secure thei 

giance. This was at the end of II- 

her. On the 4th of January (1783), 
General Stuart took the field against him. 


The Mysorean army, though joined by 
900 French, 2000 sepoys, 250 Cadres, 


■* 11' . ' 

and twenty-two field-pieces, all sent by 
the French from Cuddalore, retreated 
before Stuart, whose entire force con¬ 
sisted of about 14,000 men— but nearly 
3000 of these were British, and crossed 
the river Arnee in disorderly haste. Tip¬ 
poo had recalled his garrison from Arcot 
and other places, and it became evident 


that he was evacuating the whole of the 
Carnatic. He was not, however, flying 

i Cl a. _..r rlrvf/lrwl 


so much from Stuart as flying to defend 
his own dominions. Colonel Humber- 


stone Mackenzie, soon after the retiring 
of Tippoo from the Malabar coast, marched 
his sepoys by land, and sent his High¬ 
landers and other British by sea, north¬ 
ward to the coast of Canara to co-operate 
with a part of the army from Bombay, in 
reducing some of the richest provinces or 
dependencies of Mysore. The march was 
long, the voyage stormy, but the junction 
of the forces moving to meet each other 
from such opposite and distant points was 
effected in the course of the month of 
January, when General Mathews, who had 
arrived at Bombay, from England, with 
king’s troops, in the preceding autumn, took 
upon himself the command of the w hole. 
The fort of Onore was taken by storm, 
the range of rocks which runs between 
the coast and Bednore, and which varies 
in height from 4000 to 5000 feet above 
the level of the sea, w. .s scaled, the steep 
ghauts, though defended at intervals by 
batteries, were cleared by the bayonet, 
and on the 26th of January the rich 
capital of Bednore surrendered to Ma¬ 
thews without firing a gun. It is said 
that this easy conquest was owing to the 
small affection entertained by the governor 
and garrison and the people of the coun¬ 
try to their new master Tippoo, or. to 
some old animosities and grudges existing 
between him and the governor. 

With the capital the English got pos¬ 
session of a considerable portion of that 
fertile province. Most of the other fort# 
surreudered at or before a summons; but 
A nan pore and Mangalore held out. Anan- 
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arried by storm, and Manga- 
Jfe coast, surrendered as soon as 
• ' a-breach was made. The further opera¬ 
tions^ of this combined force were ham¬ 
pered by quarrels and complaints about 
the division of the spoil. General Mathews 
refused to divide any part with the officers 
and soldiers, which was the more illi¬ 
beral and irrational as the men had re¬ 
ceived no pay for many months. Colonel 
MacLeod, Colonel Humberstone Mac¬ 
kenzie, and Major Shaw left the army and 
repaired to Bombay to lay their com¬ 
plaints before the governor and council 
of that presidency. Upon their repre¬ 
sentations Mathews was superseded, and 
Colonel MacLeod, raised to the rank of 
brigadier-general, was sent back to Bed- 
nore, to take the command. Humber- 
stone Mackenzie and Major Shaw accom¬ 
panied MacLeod; but on their voyage 
down the coast they were attacked, in a 
weak small vessel, by five Mahratta 
pirates, who killed or wounded nearly 
every Englishman on board. Major 
Shaw was dispatched outright; Colonel 
Mackenzie, one of the best -officers that 
had ever served in India, died of his 
wounds; and MacLeod was carried into 
Gheriah. 

In the mean while Mathews had been 
acting like a madman : he had scattered 
his army all over the country in con¬ 
temptible mud forts or open towns; he 
had sent the 42nd hack to the coast; and 
he had fixed his head-quarters in the city 
of Bednore, without laying in a stock of 
ammunition and provisions, or doing any¬ 
thing to strengthen the fort. He was in 
this state of .stupid security when Tippoo, 
on the 9th of April, appeared in the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood with an immense 
army, which secured the ghauts and cut 
off all communication between the coast 
and the town. Mathews threw himself 
into the fort of Bednore, but any pro¬ 
longed resistance was impossible, and, 
very honourable terms being offered by 
Tippoo, he capitulated on the last day of 
April. Hut instead of permitting the 
general and his troops to withdraw to the 
coash according to the terms of the capi¬ 
tulation, Tippoo bound them with chains 
or ropes, and sent them into Mysore to be 
thrown into horrible dungeons, excusing 



his conduct by accusing Mathev 
loining some of the public treasuK 
he had agreed to leave in the fort.* But 
this mode of treating prisoners was all 
along a fixed rule of conduct both with 
Hyder and his son. After this success 
Tippoo went through the ghauts and 
down to the seaport town of Mangalore, 
in which the 42nd and some fragments of 
Mathews’s army had thrown themselves. 
This was considered a most important 
point, as the harbour was the best on the 
coast of Canara; and about the middle of 
May, Tippoo and his French allies in¬ 
vested Mangalore. They counted on a 
short and easy conquest; but the siege 
detained them from more important 
operations for months, and after all Man¬ 
galore was not taken. 

The sudden departure of the main 
army of the Mysoreans had left General 
Stuart scarcely any enemies to contend 
with in the Carnatic except the French 
and their sepoys, who remained behind 
their fortified lines at Cuddalore. Sir 
Eyre Coote had returned to the coast to 
resume the chief command, but a third 
fit had proved fatal to him, and he had 
died on the 26th of April, three days after 
landing at Madras. Stuart appeared be¬ 
fore the French lines on the 7th of June, 
but there was no proper concert or co-ope¬ 
ration between him and Admiral Hughes, 
who had returned to the coast. The 
French had been allowed time to erect 
works that were really formidable, and part 
of Suffrein’s fleet, being left unmolested 
in the harbour of Cuddalore, was enabled 
to lend material assistance. And, as if time 
enough had not been given therp to com¬ 
plete their preparations, Stuart lay from 
the 7th to the 13th of June before the 
French lines doing nothing. If he con¬ 
sidered the co-operation of the fleet as 
essential—which it certainly was—he 
ought to have waited a day or t wo longer. 


* Mathews had certainly gained a sad character 
for rapacity and selfishness; but Tippoo’s accusa¬ 
tion was probably not more true than the charge 
brought against him bv his ow n army, which 
made the amount of plunder he had secured 
amount to more than 800,100/. in money, besidc$ 
jewels ! Rednore had once been a very wealthy 
city, but it had been visited too often by Hyder 
to be very rich now. 
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the 13th, he began to attack in 
ilumns at three different points, 
signals were misunderstood, the 
attacks were not made simultaneously, 
and the French making a sortie did ter¬ 
rible execution upon his disjointed army; 
and after he had broken into their lines 
at one point, and carried and occupied 
some of their works, he was compelled to 
retreat to his camp. In this unfortunate 
assault a very important military doubt 
was removed, and that was whether 
native troops, under any training and 
under the best officers, would stand the 
bayonet charge of European troops. A 
battalion of Bengal sepoys, a part of the 
force which had marched from Calcutta 
with Colonel Pearse, not only stood a 
charge hut drove back the French at the 
point of their own buyonets, and with 
severe Joss. 

On the very next day Sir Edward 
Hughes appeared in the offing, but Suf- 
frein appeared at the same time, or nearly 
so, and got between the English fleet and 
Cuddalore. The two admirals, some¬ 
times in sight of the lines and the English 
camp, and sometimes out of sight, tacked 
and manoeuvred from the 13th to the 20th, 
each trying to get the weather-gage or 
some advantage over the other. But on 
the 20th Suffrein engaged at long shots, 
firing for twenty minutes before a single 
shot was returned by the British line. 
Then, the two fleets being somewhat 
closer, Hughes replied with a warm can¬ 
nonade; but Suffrein, who had the ad¬ 
vantage of the wind, chose his own dis¬ 
tance, and never brought his ships to very 
close quarters. Four or five of Hughes’s 
ships were so unmanageable that they 
fell off to leeward and could scarcely be 
brought into action at, all. Some of Suf- 
frein’s were so leaky that the crews were 
obliged, during the action, to divide their 
labours between their pumps and their 
guns. As it grew dark the two old an¬ 
tagonists Separated, each with a good 
number of killed and wounded on his 
decks, but without either capturing or 
losing a single ship: and thus indecisively 
ended the fifth and last engagement be¬ 
tween Sir Edward Hughes and M. de 
Suffrein. The next morning the French 
were out of sight; but on the 22nd Sir 



Edward Hughes discovered them 
chor in Pondicherry road, and gave \ 
an invitation to another battle, which 
they declined. Hughes, declining to 
attack them where they were, put into 
Madras, and Suffrein immediately got his 
whole fleet into the harbour of Cuddalore, 
where he landed every man he could 
spare to assist Bussy in defending the 
lines against General Stuart. Altogether 
the force now collected within these works 
must have been equal or superior to the 
force outside of them. This encouraged 
the French to attempt several sorties and 
surprises, which were not however very 
successful. In one of them, made at the 
dead of night, several Frenchmen were 
wounded and taken prisoners, and among 
them was a brave young sergeant, whose 
youth, gallantry, and superior manners 
attracted the attention of Colonel Wangen- 
heim, who was serving under General 
Stuart with a corps of Hanoverians, and 
who had the young man conveyed to his 
own tent, where he was treated with 
every possible kindness. That wounded 
young sergeant was Charles John Berna¬ 
dette, afterwards General of the French 
republic, Priuce and Marshal of the em¬ 
pire, Prince of Ponte Corvo, Crown Prince 
of Sweden, and afterwards Charles John 
XIV., King of Sweden, Norway, &c.* 

A few days after this, when Stuart was 
expecting to be reinforced by Colonel 
Fullarton, and was preparing for another 
desperate assault, the news reached 
Madras that a treaty of peace had been 
concluded between France and England. 
A flag of truce was immediately dis¬ 
patched to M. Bussy, who, though he had 
not received any French dispatches, and 
though even the intelligence of the English 
was not official, agreed ftt once not only 
to a cessation of hostilities by sea and 
land, but also to invite Tippoo to be a 
party in these pacific arrangements. The 
Mysorean at the time was ruining his 

* Colonel Wilks, “Sketches of the South of 
India.” The interest of the anecdote is com¬ 
pleted by the fact that more than twenty years 
after, when Eernadotto took possession of Han¬ 
over as a conqueror, lie met the kind-hearted 
veteran, then deneral Wan^enheim, and testified 
to him his Krateful recollection of what had passed 

in front of the lines at Cuddalore. 
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iifeffbctual attempts to take a 
/fort and town. Though 
the prospect of being left 
__e war, he did not seem very 
anxious for peace, for more than a month 
passed before M. Bussy received any 
answer to his letter. His tone even then 
was hi^h, his vakeels intimating that 
everything the English had taken from 
him or his father must instantly be re¬ 
stored, and not speaking quite so plainly 
as to the restitutions to tile English on his 
part. Lord Macartney, however, sent 
three commissioners to accompany his 
vakeels to Seringapatam in order to treat 
there. Tippoo all the while continued 
his siege, and made several desperate 
efforts to get possession of Mangalore 
before entering upon negotiations. Nor 
were military operations suspended by 
the English. Colonel Fullarton, an ex¬ 
cellent officer, who had arrived from 
England with some of the reinforcements 
at the end of the preceding year, was 
making a rapid progress in the country 
beyond Tanjore when he was called back 
to the coast to assist Stuart in that pre¬ 
meditated attack which was stopped by 
the news of peace. He had taken ( on the 
2nd of June) the important fortress of 
Daraporam, in the province of Coim- 
batoor, which opened one of the roads to 
Seringapatam, and was only about 140 
miles from that capital. “ This valuable 
place,” says Fullarton himself, ,f affords 
ample supplies of grain and cattle, is 
capable of considerable defence, and is 
far advanced in the enemy’s country, 
being equally distant from the two coasts. 
Although the position of an army there 
would always be of eminent advantage, it 
was more peculiarly so when we reduced 
it, because Tippoo Sultaun had recovered 
Bednore, captured General Mathews, and 
invested Mangalore. The southern army 
[the array which Fullarton commanded 
was so called] was not in sufficient strength 
to think of marching to Seringapatam, 
and was so far from being able to oppose 
the whole power of Tippoo, that we could 
not even afford to garrison Daraporam, 
and were obliged to destroy the fortifica¬ 
tions. Yet we might, assuredly have re¬ 
duced the rich tract that lies below the 
mountains of Mysore, which would pro¬ 



bably have forced Tippoo Sul 
raise the siege of Mangalore, and b.^ .» 
his main body against us; or, if Tippoo 
had persisted against Mangalore, we 
should have amply subsisted the army, 
have reduced a valuable territory, and 
prepared for more important conquests. 
But General Stuart’s orders to march 
towards him at Cuddalore obliged me to 
relinquish those advantages.”* Fullar¬ 
ton, however, left a garrison in Dindigul, 
another important fortress, built on u 
granite rock, which he had gallantly 
taken by storm, and made other arrange¬ 
ments to keep open his communications, 
and to facilitate his return towards the 
heart of Mysore. Colonel Forbes, whom 
he left behind him in the south, carried 
out these arrangements with much ability, 
and established friendly relations on all 
sides. 

When the main English army was 
withdrawn from before the lines of Cud¬ 
dalore, Lord Macartney reinforced Ful¬ 
larton with about 1000 Europeans and 
with four battalions of sepoys, and in¬ 
structed him to resume the campaign 
which Stuart had interrupted. After 
reducing the numerous polygars of 
Tinivelly, who had all thrown off their 
allegiance to the Company at the com- 


* “ A View of the English Interests in India 
and “ An Account of the Military Operations in 
the Southern Parts of the Peninsula during the 
Campaigns of1782, 1783, and 1784 ;’* by William 
Fullarton of Fullarton, M.P. Stuart certainly 
spoilt this promising campaign. The whole of 
his conduct had given universal dissatisfaction. 
Lord Macartney, as soon as the truce was con¬ 
cluded with M. Bussy, submitted amotion to the 
council at Madras, whose commands and in¬ 
structions had been repeatedly disobeyed and 
despised by the general, that Stuart should be 
dismissed from the Company’s service. The 
motion was unanimously adopted. Stuart then 
insisted that, he had a right to retain the com¬ 
mand of all the king's troops that were serving 
on that coast—and it. appears to us that, in ordi¬ 
nary circumstances this right could not be dis¬ 
puted—and he spoke loudl y of using force against 
force. Decisive steps were necessary, and Lord 
Macartney was bold enough to take them. He 
dispatched his private secretary (the present Sir 
John Barrow, we believe) and the town adjutant, 
wi + h a party of sepoys, to take the general pri¬ 
soner in his villa near Madras. Stuart, who 
appears to have offered no resistance whatever, 
was carried to the fort, and in a day or two ship¬ 
ped oil’ quietly for England. 






misr/ffr 


OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 



[chap. 


.@bI of Hyder’s invasion, and who 
jgferf ravaging the country from 
nr^tt/Cape Comorin, being assisted 
_ jicotTraged by the Dutch at Colombo, 
who kept up a traffic and correspondence 
with, the cape from the opposite coast of 
Ceylon; after reducing a number of their 
forts and carrying one of their forests— 
which, like the Cingalese of Ceylon, they 
considered their best fortresses—and re¬ 
ducing these polygars to their former 
state of quiet and tribute ; and after chas¬ 
tising the hill colleries, who had been 
committing horrible excesses,—Colonel 
Fullarton, with 1(5,000 fighting men, and 
many more thousands of <. nap-followers, 
continued his march to ndigul and 
Daraporam without me or any other 
means of supply, except such magazines 
of the enemy as he might be enabled to 
reduce. He was, however, well provided 
with artillery, shot, and gunpowder, 
which had been collected from the south¬ 
ern garrisons; and the Kajah of Travan- 
core, who had given a cordial support to 
Colonel Humberstone Mackenzie, engaged 
to furnish some stores and provisions in 
the event of his moving against the 
southern coast possessions of Tippoo. A 
correspondence was also opened with the 
Zamorin, or ancient Hindu sovereign of 
Calicut, and with the other rajahs on the 
Malabar coast, whom Hyder had dis¬ 
possessed of their sovereignties, and most 
barbarously treated. A 11 these princes or 
chiefs, eager for Vepossession and revenge, 
agreed to contribute what little aid they 
could; and other parties, less interested 
in the overthrow of Tippoo, occasionally 
furnished some stores and provisions, and 
took bills upon the presidency of Madras 
in payment. But Fullarton adopted 
other measures, which contributed in a 
much greater degree to facilitate his pro¬ 
gress, to insure success, and to gain the 
good-will and esteem of all parties. He 
gave up some paltry duties, which former 
commanders had been accustomed to levy 
upon all articles bought or sold in the 
bazaar or market of the army, for the 
sole benefit of themselves and staffs ; he 
completely checked plundering by hang¬ 
ing two or three of the first offenders; he 
paid the greatest respect to the deep-rooted 
religious prejudices of the natives, and he 



enforced that respect on the 
soldiery; and, having no money toTpiJ 
he endeavoured to gain credit for 
drafts by kind treatment, and friendly 
explanations as to the faith and stability 
of the company. He also made a material 
change in the mode and order of march¬ 
ing, which hitherto bod been by files, so 
that a large arm) as many miles in 
length with little communication between 
the distant parts of the line; he esta¬ 
blished a system of intelligence, the want 
of which precaution had led to many dis¬ 
asters in this w r ar ; and so complete and 
effective was this system, that statements 
were procured, not only of the military 
force of the enemy, but also of the grain 
deposited anywhere within 200 miles of 
his front and flank. Several hundred 
people — cunning natives, who have a 
natural genius for the occupation of scouts 
and spies, and who, after inspection, can 
model you a fortress in clay, and show to 
a nicety its strong and its weak points— 
were constantly employed on these ser¬ 
vices, and confidential intelligencers were 
established at every considerable town in 
Mysore, in the durbars of the rajahs, in 
the very camp of Tippoo. “ On the first 
notice of any material incident, these in¬ 
telligencers dispatched small cadjeans,* 
which were more rapidly conveyed to rae 
than any horse could travel, by tappals or 
relays of colleries, stationed at moderate 
distances, and unsuspected by the enemy. 
Ilarcarrahs, peons, lubby-merchants, and 
sepoys were also constantly traversing all 
parts of the enemy’s country; others car¬ 
rying dispatches to Madras and the 
southern provinces, to Travancore, to 
Cochin, to the Malabar rajahs, to General 
MacLeod at Cannanore, to Colonel Camp¬ 
bell at Mangalore, and to the residency at 
Telicherry. The intelligence of every 
individual was carefully registered, and 
tended to confirm or to refute the various 
intimations constantly arriving. By these 
means, during many months of continued 

* “Cad jeans,” says Colonel Fullarton in a note, 
“are thick leaves 'resembling the papyrus, on 
which the Gentoos write.” They are strips of 
the enormous leaves of the talipot or talipat tree, 
universally used for wriling among the Cingalese 
and the people of the extreme south of the con¬ 
tinent. 
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through a country almost un- 
we never once failed in our 
nor did any material incident 
escape our knowledge.”* For a short 
time Fuliarton halted in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Daraporam, waiting for intelli¬ 
gence from the three commissioners; but, 
on the 16th of October, when he was in¬ 
formed, by an official letter from the re¬ 
sidency of Telicherry, that Tippoo had 
recommenced active hostilities at Manga¬ 
lore, he took immediate measures to re¬ 
sent the insult. 

His mind and that of the council at Ma¬ 
dras had been divided between two plans 
—I. To march right across the peninsula 
through an enemy’s country, 500 miles in 
extent, to the relief of Mangalore. 2. Or 
to advance upon Seringapatam, and either 
overthrow the dynasty of Hyder in their 
capital, or compel Tippoo to hurry from 
the coast in order to save that capital. 
He determined upon the latter movement, 
though not by the direct road, which 
offered no intermediate p]ace of strength 
in which to lodge stores and provisions 
for the prosecutiou of his undertaking, or 
in which to secure a retreat in case of a 
reverse. But there was a more circuitous 
route which presented this essential re¬ 
commendation, and several other military 
advantages. Palagatcherry, nearer to 
the coast, had been completely rebuilt by 
Hyder, was furnished with most of the 
advantages of European fortification, and 
was considered one of the strongest for¬ 
tresses in India: the mountains bounding 
the pass which it commanded were 
covered by thick forests throtigh which 
there was no passage, and the plain below, 
a long and wide extent of deep rice- 
grounds, was cut and intersected, like a 
chess-board, by the Paniany River, and 
might be defended by a small body of 
infan try against all Tippoo’s cavalry. 
The fort further commanded the only 
practicable communication between the 
coasts of Coromandel and Malabar: it 
opened the means of supply from Travan- 
core, Cochin, Calicut, and other places; 
its occupation by the English would 
afford confidence to the Zamorin and the 
other disaffected chiefs from Cochin to 



Goa, who were all struggling to _ 

the yoke of Tippoo, and it would leave 
Fuliarton at liberty to disguise his move¬ 
ments, and to proceed to the siege of 
Seringapatam by the route of Coinibatoor 
and the pass of Gudjereddy, or by the sea- 
coast route to Calicut, and then through 
the pass of Damalcherry. The colonel 
therefore determined to capture Palagat¬ 
cherry; and, on the 18th of October, he 
began his march, apparently witli a con¬ 
fident hope that it would end under the 
walls of Seringapatam. Carrying several 
little forts on his way, and passing through 
a country abounding with dry grain, rice, 
cattle, and wood, he soon reached the 
high ground of Palatchy, whence the 
streams run east and west to the Coro¬ 
mandel and Malabar seas. But beyond 
this point his progress was slow and most 
difficult, for he had to force his way 
through a forest twenty miles in depth, 
with frequent torrent-courses and ravineB 
within it. These ravines had to be filled 
up before it was possible to drag the 
heavy guns across them;—innumerable 
large trees which obstructed the passage 
required to be cut down and drawn out of 
the track, and then the whole road was to 
be formed before the carriages of the 
army could pass. Fourteen days were 
spent in these arduous labours, and in 
getting the materials of the army through 
that (tense forest; and, to increase their 
toils and discomforts, a tremendous rain, 
altogether unexpected as being unusual in 
other parts of India at that season of the 
year, began as they first entered the wood, 
and never ceased till they had cleared 
their way through it. The ravines were 
filled with water, the bullocks lost, their 
footing, and the soldiers were obliged to 
drag the guns and the carriages nearly 
the whole of the way. There was no 
possibility of pitching tents, or of pro¬ 
curing for them any kind of cover or 
comfort. Difficulties and operations like 
these elevate the character of the Indian 
service, and they were frequent. Goddard 
and Pearse, for example, in their long 
marches, had often to make the road by 
which they were to advance. 

On the 4th of November the van and 
the main body emerged from the forest, 
and reached a position on the Paniany 
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I the following day a part of 
dnc^r stores arrived, and the river 
ed. The Pettah, or open town 
ugatcherry, was presently occupied, 
and a fire was opened on the east and 
north faces of the fort. But it was the 9th 
before the heavy battering train could be 
brought to the encampment—“ after a 
succession of toils,” says Fullarton, “ that 
would appear incredible if related in de¬ 
tail ” On the night of the 15th the gar¬ 
rison called out for quarter, and delivered 
up a place capable of making a long re¬ 
sistance. The English found in the fort 
50,000 pagodas in money, together with a 
very large supply of grain, guns, powder, 
shot, and military stores. The son of the 
Zamorin of Calicut,—or, jas the colonel 
calls him, with more solemnity, “the 
heir apparent,”—-remained with Fullarton 
during the siege; and at its triumphant 
conclusion he urgently solicited the Eng¬ 
lish commander to restore him to the do¬ 
minions of which Hyder had deprived his 
family. Fullarton declared that, in the 
event of his moving by Calicut, he might 
hope to effect his re-establishment in that 
city, the ancient capitafot the Zamorins ; 
and, as a pledge of his good intentions, he 
put him in immediate possession of the 
territory of Palagat, an ancient depend¬ 
ency of Calicut, only requiring from him 
that he should furnish grain for the army 
while in that vicinity, and imposing no 
other obligation until the conclusion of 
the war, or until the government of 
Madras should make some regular agree¬ 
ment with him. Fullarton’s intercourse 
with the Hindu prince, and with the 
Hindu population of the country, was car¬ 
ried on by means of a large body of 
Brahmins, who constantly attended the 
army, and whose entire friendship he had 
secured. Accompanied by these influ¬ 
ential agents and interpreters, the colonel 
frequently rode through the adjacent vil¬ 
lages, assembled the head people, and as¬ 
sured them of protection. During these 
proceedings he maintained his corre¬ 
spondence with Brigadier-general Mac¬ 
Leod, who had been liberated after a short 
captivity at Gheriah, and also with Co¬ 
lonel Campbell, who commanded in Man¬ 
galore, intimating his intention of ap¬ 
proaching their coast, and his earnest 



wish for a joint movement and 
vance in full force against Seringa^ _ 
But the English residency at Teliclterry 
could not, or would not, furnish some ad¬ 
ditional artillery and stores; Sir Edward 
Hughes, who was then at Teli cherry 
with part of the fleet, declined sending a 
vessel with stores to Paniany ; and Mac¬ 
Leod represented, that, though most will¬ 
ing to unite in prosecuting the movement 
to Seringapatam, he could not put his 
army in motion in less than two months 
for want of bullocks and other things. 
Fullarton, therefore, gave up the notion 
of proceeding by the sea-coast to Calicut, 
and the pass of Damalcherry, and took 
the route that led by Coimbatoor to the 
pass of Gudjereddy. He was annoyed on 
his march by a large body of Mysorean 
cavalry, who threw rockets; hut, on the 
2Cth of November, he sat down before the 
fort of Coimbatoor, which surrendered to 
him before he could finish a battery. 
Here, too, he found a great quantity of 
grain, ammunition, and stores. Money 
there was none; but the adjacent fields 
were covered with rich crops, which pro¬ 
mised resources for the future. Coimba¬ 
toor, though a place of no strength, was 
important from the high estimation in 
which it was held by the Hindu .popula¬ 
tion, as the very ancient capital of a 
rajr.hship, where no Mussulman conqueror 
had ever penetrated, and where the old 
gods of India had never been disturbed, un¬ 
til a comparatively recent period. Evei-y 
ancient rajah flew to arms, or made pre¬ 
parations for doing so; all the Hindus, 
between the ghauts and the sea, encou¬ 
raged by the presence of General Mac¬ 
Leod, the advance of Fullarton, and the 
still continuing failure and losses of 
Tippoo before Mangalore, were in open 
revolt, or ripe for it; and in the country 
above the ghauts, in the very centre of 
Mysore, Fullarton's Brahmins had excited 
the Hindus, who were far more numerous 
even there than their conquerors, and who 
engaged to render every possible assist¬ 
ance to the English arms.* The Coorga 

* “A recent conspiracy,” says Colonel Ful- 
larton, “ had occurred in Seringapatam, menac¬ 
ing the releaseinent of the English prisoners, 
‘he exclusion of Tippoo's family, and the re-es¬ 
tablishment of the ancient liana, or Gentoo so- 
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a-powerful chief under the moun- 
tlfat separate the Malabar country 
M ysore, was actively asserting his 

_ dence; and General MacLeod, 

strong in Europeans, artillery, and native 
corps, moved from point to point, some¬ 
times by land and sometimes by sea, to 
keep up this flame all along the coast, and 
to co-operate wherever his services might 
be most useful. Nor were these all the 
enemies that were girding in Mysore; tor 
General Jones was at the same time ad¬ 
vancing in the G'uddapah country, or 
northern and inland possessions of Tippoo, 
where his power was ill-established, and 
his person and government not more po¬ 
pular than they were on the coast. “ The 
army under my own direction/’ says Ful- 
larton, “ was perhaps the strongest force 
belonging to Europeans that had ever 
been employed in India. The countries 
we had reduced extended 200 miles in 
length, afforded provisions for 100,000 
men, and yielded an annual revenue of 
600,000/., while every necessary arrange¬ 
ment had been made for the regular col¬ 
lection of these resources. The fort and 
pass of Palagatcherry secured our western 
flank, and the intermediate position of 
General MacLeod’s army between Pala¬ 
gatcherry and Tippoo’s main army at 
Mangalore, together with the singular 
combination of ravines, rivers, and em¬ 
bankments that intersect the Malabar 
countries, and the mountains that divide 
them from Mysore (the passes through 
which were occupied by our friends the 
disaffected rajahs), rendered it almost 
impracticable for Tippoo to move in that 
direction against our new acquisitions. 
To attack them by a movement through 
the posses of the ghauts, on the eastern 
flank towards Salem and Erode, sup¬ 
posed a circuit of 500 or GOO miles from 
the position of Tippoo’s army before Man¬ 
galore. His movement, therefore, against 
these acquisitions could only be attempted 

voreign of Mysore. In addition to this enume¬ 
ration of advantages, we had every reason to rely 
on the Gentoo or Canara race, forming the great, 
mass of inhabitants in Mysore, who had unequi¬ 
vocal proofs of mv earnest zeal to support their 
interests and favourite family; while every cir¬ 
cumstance of present situa'ion or of future pro¬ 
spect seemed to mark this interesting moment as 
the crisis of the war.” 


by the central pass from Mysore 
jereddy, which is not fifty miles in troml , 
from Coimbatoor: and the possessitxh-or^-^ 
that pass assured us an immediate access 
to the capital of Tippoo’s kingdom, com¬ 
manding a communication with our new 
acquisitions, and with the company’s 
southern provinces.”* The Coorg, or 
Coorga, rajah, whose territories extended 
to within thirty miles of Seringa patam, 
promised abundant supplies; and the 
more faith was placed in these promises, 
as the young Zanioriu, who had faithfully 
kept his own engagements in furnishing 
grain abundantly, confirmed and gua-* 
ranteed them. This prince likewise en¬ 
gaged that all the Hindu chiefs on the 
west would not only provide for the Eng¬ 
lish during the siege of Seringapatam, hut 
form magazines in strong positions among 
the mountains, and, if required, join with 
20,000 or 30,000 nairs, all animated with 
hatred and revenge. 

Fullarton had provided his army with 
ten (lays’ grain, repaired the carriages, 
and was on the point of pushing forward 
to Tippoo’s capital with the utmost ra¬ 
pidity, and with every assurance of suc¬ 
cess, when, on the 28th of November, he 
received the commands of the English 
commissioners, who were treating of peace 
at the durbar, and who were invested by 
the council at Madras with full authority 
over the army, to restore immediately all 
posts and forts, all the country lately 
reduced, and to retire within the limits 
occupied by the English on the 2f>th of 
July. Feeling himself at liberty neither 
to disregard this peremptory order nor to 
obey it to the extent of its literal significa¬ 
tion, Fullarton recalled his own orders for 
advancing towards Seringapatam, stayed 
at Coimbatoor for further instructions, 
and sent letters to the commissioners on 
the Malabar coast, and an aide-de-camp 


* View of the English Interests in India, &c. 
Colonel Fullarton adds “ Besides, ns far as the 
svstem of defending front, flanks, and rear can 
ever be extended from the position of an army to 
the topographical circumstances of a country, it 
would enable us to secure those territories from 
any considerable irruptions At. this period, too, 
the chumt>a, or great crop, throughout the coun¬ 
try was upon the ground, and, independently of 
the magazines in our front, promised ample pro 
vision.” 
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ouncil at Madras, to explain his 
nd the situation of Mangalore, 
still invested, and to prove 
flie forward movements contemplated 
and prepared, by him would put the 
throne of Tippao in the utmost danger. 
The colonel employed the interval which 
followed in adding to the completeness of 
his equipments, in collecting supplies in 
Dindigul, in procuring money at Tini- 
velly, and in bringing up arrack and am¬ 
munition from Cochin and Paniany. No 
soldier could abandon such a scheme ns 
be had formed at the very moment when 
the prospect of success was brightest with¬ 
out a hitter pang. Ten days of march, 
with little or no lighting,—for there was 
no Mysorean army in the neighbourhood 
except irregular cavalry -would have 
brought Fullarton under the walls of 
Seringapatam ; at that, time ten more days 
might have sufficed for the reduction of 
that capital; the events of twenty-five 
years might have been anticipated, an in¬ 
estimable amount of money and of blood 
might have been saved, the power of the 
British in the whole of the south of India 
might have been established, and a quar¬ 
ter of a century might have been won to 
the cause of order and tranquillity. But 
Fullarton had to feel, the bitter pang;— 
the bright perspective which his arms 
had opened was destined to he smeared 
over by diplomatic ink and orders in 
council. About the middle of December 
he received another letter from the com¬ 
missioners repeating their former instruc¬ 
tions; and also the minutes of a consulta¬ 
tion ijfrom the government at Madras, 
directing him to Mfil the order of unqua¬ 
lified restitution enjoined by the commis¬ 
sioners, as the preliminary of negotiation 
with Tippoo Sultaun. Upon this the 
army of the south began to retrace their 
steps towards Tanjore and Trichinopoly, 
to the dismay and grief of the poor Za- 
morin and the other Hindus who had 
openly committed themselves with Tippoo, 
in the belief that the army was not only 
to remain to protect their country, but to 
continue its triumphant progress until the 
power of the Mysorean should be no 
more. Fullarton had scarcely begun his 
backward march when events occurred 
which must have made the council aud 



commissioners regret the positive 
they had sent. But, throughout, thk _ 
missioners had blundered, and had done 
nothing but mischief, partly through their 
own fault, and partly through the care 
taken by Tippoo to shut them out from 
all communication with the English array. 
Instead of going to the head-quarters of 
Tippoo, and following in his train like 
supplicants, these deputies ought to have 
remained with the main body of the 
British army, with the forces under Ful¬ 
larton. They had scarcely got within 
the power of the enemy when they found 
themselves treated more like wretched 
hostages than ambassadors; they were 
commanded to send Colonel Campbell 
orders to evacuate Mangalore, at that mo¬ 
ment, almost the only security the English 
had for the lives of their officers and men 
who had fallen into the clutches of the 
“ Tigerthey were not allowed to enter 
Seringapatam, or to have any communi¬ 
cation with their unfortunate countrymen 
imprisoned at Bangalore and other places; 
they were hurried down, through a most 
rough and inhospitable country, where 
some of their cattle, and even some of 
them attendants, perished through fatigue 
aud want, to Tip poo’s camp near Manga¬ 
lore, and neither on their journey nor on 
their arrival there were they permitted 
any freedom of corresp( dencf: .11 tlicir 
letters being intercepted, ? . their bond¬ 

age made so strict that even Fullerton's 
artful Brahmins, who got at everything 
else, could not get at them. From the 
camp these negotiators had the oppor¬ 
tunity of witnessing some of Tippoo’s 
proceedings, and of hearing of sundry 
others that took place before their arrival. 
Seeing how Mangalore was defended 
now, and reflecting how speedily it had 
been surrendered to General Mathews, he 
came to the conclusion that his governor, 
Rustum Ali Beg, must have been either a 
traitor or a coward; and therefore he cut 
off that poor governor’s head. Yet,, in 
truth, the place was contemptible, aud 
scarcely defensible at all, except by troops 
like the 42nd, and an unyielding com¬ 
mander like Colonel Campbell. When 
the siege began the garrison consisted of 
about 700 British troops, counting officers 
and all, and about 3u00 sepoys; wliile 
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SIEGE OF MANGALORE. 


; was estimated at 50,000 or 
j^vaU-y of all kinds, 30,000 disci- 
rftry, 600 French infantry under 
_ _ hand of Colonel Cossigny, a smal 1 
body of French, Dutch, Portuguese, and 
natives mixed, under the command of an 
officer of the King of France; having 
among them all nearly 100 pieces of ar¬ 
tillery. Batteries were erected by the 
besiegers on the north, the east, and the 
south; on the west was the sea; the 
paltry fortifications on the northern side 
were knocked to pieces, and almost le¬ 
velled ; one broad breach was made after 
another ; but every time the besiegers at¬ 
tempted to storm they were driven back 
at the point of the bay onet. That weapon 
was also employed in frequent sorties 
made by the garrison, wherein batteries 
were taken, guns spiked, and great 
slaughters committed. On one occasion, 
when the siege had lasted for months, a 
general assault was made from every side 
except the sea, which remained open and 
free to the garrison; but the result was 
most disastrous to Tippoo’smarmy. By an 
unpardonable negligence in the presi¬ 
dency of Bombay, sufficient supplies were 
noc thrown into the place, and Campbell 
and his brave companions were beginning 
to feel the approaches of famine, when 
news arrived of the conclusion of peace 
in Europe and in the Carnatic. M. Cos¬ 
signy, after vainly endeavouring to pre¬ 
vail upon the Mysorean to join in the 
treaty, withdrew with the regular French 
troops under his command; but many 
French officers, with all the less regular 
European forces, remained to assist in 
the siege. 

After many other cannonades and most 
fruitless attempts at storming, Tippoo 
consented to a cessation of hostilities, in¬ 
cluding Onore, which had made as heroic 
a defence as Mangalore itself, and ano¬ 
ther small fort on the coast, which had 
both been held by a mere handful of Bri¬ 
tish troops. By this armistice Tippoo 
agreed to allow Colonel Campbell to pur¬ 
chase provisions in the country at the 
same rate as that paid in bis own camp ; 
but as soon as the English began to buy 
they found either that there was nothing 
to be sold, or that the prices were exorbi¬ 
tant. This was Tippoo’s management 



Twelve rupees were asked for a i 
last the country people were forfttai 
under penalty of ears and noses 
anything for any price; and the English 
were reduced to the uncleanly diet of 
horse-flesh, rats, mice, frogs, snakes, and 
carrion-birds. It is said that they even 
shot and ate the jackals that descended 
by night in packs from the woods and 
hills to devour the bodies of the dead. 
Matters were in this state on the 22nd of 
November, when an English squadron 
appeared off the town. The ships were 
filled with the army of General Mac¬ 
Leod, who, in his anxiety to co-operate 
with the native chiefs along the coast, 
committed the monstrous absurdity of 
making a fresh agreement with Tippoo, 
and then sailed away without landing 
any provisions. This new' agreement was 
a counterpart of the former one, and it 
was observed in the same manner. In¬ 
stead of permitting the English garrison 
to purchase wholesome food, Tippoo al¬ 
lowed them to procure nothing but some 
damaged stores, so fetid and foul that the 
very dogs would not eat them. General 
MacLeod returned to Mangalore, but jft 
was only to commit a fresh folly in again 
taking the word of Tippoo. This was 
on the 31st of December, or about a fort¬ 
night after Fullarton had begun his re¬ 
trograde movement. Colonel Campbell 
had soon occasion to acquaint MacLeod 
that as soon as his back was turned the 
Mysorean again began to starve him. 
The general then sent a letter accusing 
Tippoo of broken faith. The Mysorean 
replied in a letter written by one of his 
Frenchmen —“ It is one lie, or mensonge.” 
This fired the blood of the Highlander, 
and he wrote again—“ Permit me to in¬ 
form you, prince, that this language is 
not good for vou to give, or me to receive; 
and that, if I was alone with you in the 
desert, you would not dare to say these 
words to me.”* MacLeod would have 

* Colonel Wilks, Sketches of the South of 
India. General MacLeod concluded this curious 
letter with a curious challenge to Tippoo. “ If,” 
said ho, “ you have courage enough to meet me, 
take 100 of your bravest men on foot, and meet me 
on the sea-shoro. I will fight you, and 100 of mina 
will fight, with vours.” A quarter of a century 
after this Highland challenge was sent, the Eng¬ 
lish found in the palace at Seringapatam a book 
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>{t$r by sending a vessel with 
►^visions to the famishing garri- 
' 'QQP *we can scarcely understand 
►FtSceedings on the coast, when for 
two or three months he seems never to 
have been very far from Mangalore. 
Colonel Fullarton, however, praisep him 
for his active and spirited conduct; and 
no doubt, if the main army of the south 
had been allowed to continue its advance 
on Seringapatam, the value of the ge¬ 
neral’s services might have been felt. 
But at the moment Fullarton began to 
retire, those services might have been 
suspended, and some time and care de¬ 
voted to Campbell and his heroic garri¬ 
son, who were now suffering the double 
calamities of disease and famine. Two- 
thirds of the men were sick and helpless, 
and those that remained on duty could 
scarcely carry their muskets and car- 
touch-boxes. * The number of deaths was 
great for so small a force, and daily in¬ 
creasing; it must naturally have occurred 
to Colonel Campbell that there was no 
use in keeping that single and by no 
means good or defensible position when 
all the rest of the coast and country was 
to be given back to the enemy; and at 
last, on the 23rd of January, 1784, after 
sustaining a siege and blockade of nine 
months, lie agreed to quit Mangalore 
upon honourable conditions. Tippoo had 
lost before those rotten walls, by war, 
sickness, and desertion, nearly one-half of 
his immense army; but he considered 
the place as a charm on the possession of 
which the fortunes of his house depended, 
and he was made so happy by entering 
into it that for once he kept his engage¬ 
ments, and allowed Campbell, with his 


entitled “ The King of Histories,” written under 
the dictation or immediato directions of Tippoo 
himself, and containing orientally exaggerated 
accounts of his own bravery and exploits. In 
this manuscript the challenge was alluded to, 
and Tippoo’s answer to it~or, at. least, an answer 
he said he had sent to it—was inserted. After 
calling MacLeod a Nazarcne, and all the Naza- 
renes idolaters and monsters addicted to every 
vice this note went on—“ If thou hast any 
doubt of all this, descend, as thou hast written, 
from thy ships, with thy forces, and taste the 
flavour of the blows inflicted by the hands of the 
holy warriors, and behold the terror of the religion 
of Mohammed.”—Of course the “ King of His¬ 
tories” ends this story by saying that the British 
general fled immediately. 


troops and baggage, sick and 
to march, unmolested to Telicherr| _ 
that place Campbell died soon after, worn 
out by the fatigues and sufferings he had 
undergone. General Mathews, a very 
different man, who had capitulated at 
Bednore, was deliberately murdered in 
prison, together with several of his officers. 

Mangalore was scarcely evacuated, and 
Fullarton had not reached the old boun¬ 
daries, when he received orders from 
Madras to reassemble his army, to pre¬ 
pare for a recommencement of hostilities, 
and to regain, if possible, possession of 
Palagatcherry, which had been left in 
the hands of the Zamorin. But before any 
succour could be sent to him, that Hindu 
prince was surrounded by Tippoo’s troops, 
who scared him and his adherents out of 
the fort by sacrificing a number of much 
venerated Brahmins, and exposing their 
heads on poles. Palagatcherry was there¬ 
fore to be regained only by a fresh siege. 
As Fullarton was concentrating his forces, 
and was receiving considerable reinforce¬ 
ments from Fort St. George, ancl some 
heavy ordnance from that place and from 
Tanjore, a letter reached him from the 
commissioners, dated near Mangalore, on 
the 11th of February, or just nineteen 
days after the evacuation of that place. 
This letter spoke of the continued enmity 
of Tippoo, and convinced Fullarton that 
a renewal of the war was unavoidable— 
an opinion which was soon afterwards 
confirmed by a letter from General Mac¬ 
Leod. He immediately began to advance 
with the main body of his army, and was 
again flattering himself with the hope of 
being the conqueror of Seringapatam, 
when he received intelligence that preli¬ 
minaries of a peace had been exchanged 
between the commissioners and Tippoo 
Sultaun, and along with this intelligence 
orders from the commissioners to restore 
the forts and countries of Carroor and 
Daraporam, but to keep possession of 
Dindigul, and station a strong force there 
until the Euglish prisoners should ah he 
liberated from their horrible captivity. 
The commissioners, the governor and 
council at Madras, every man in India, 
knew that there was no confidence to be 
placed in the faith, humanity, or mode¬ 
ration of the “Tiger;” and they must 






PEACE WITH TIPPOO. 



[ the bloodshed and devasta- 
^aited the wretched Hindus of 
and Mysore — calamities 
terrible than the expulsion of 
i from Rohilcund, and befall¬ 
ing a people far more tranquil, amiable, 
helpless, and interesting than those sol¬ 
diers of fortune;* — but the negotiations 
were justified by the tenor of instructions 
and orders received from the British 
government and from the court of direc¬ 
tors, by the actual state of our political 
relations in Europe, and by the impo¬ 
verished condition of the company’s terri¬ 
tories. Yet assuredly France would not 
have gone into a new war solely to de¬ 
feud Tippoo; and, as for poverty, Fuliar- 
ton had shown that an army might be 
supported in the enemy's country without 
money, and the capture of Seringapatam 
and the reduction of Mysore would have 
enriched the company not merely with 
a great present booty, but also with 
a large permanent revenue. The reten¬ 
tion of the districts which Fullarton had 
conquered would by their revenues aloue 
have soon paid the expenses of another 
campaign; and nothing but absolute fa¬ 
tuity could have prevented another cam- 


* These cruelties upon the Hindus of the Mala¬ 
bar coast were continued through several years, 
and were made more dreadful by a mixture of re¬ 
ligious fanaticism, which for ages had been .little 
known among the Mohammedans in India. In 
1788 Tippoo paid a visit to Calicut, where he 
found the natives living peaceably in habitations, 
scattered over the country. He compelled them 
to quit their habitations and reside in villages 
of 40 houses each ; he then issued proclamations 
stating that they were a turbulent and rebellious 
people, that their women went shamelessly abroad 
with their faces uncovered and committed other 
obscene offences, and finally that, if they did not 
forsake their sinful practices and live like the 
rest, of his subjects, he would march them all off 
to Mysore ana make Mussulmans of them, whe¬ 
ther they would or not. The very next year he re¬ 
turned to tho country with his whole army, des¬ 
troying pagodas and idols, and threatening to 
exterminate 11 the infidels of Malabar.’’ Having 
surprised about 2000 nairs with their families, 
he gave them the alternative of a voluntary con¬ 
version to his faith, or a forcible conversion with 
immediate deportation from their native land. 
The poor prisoners chose the latter:—the rite of 
circumcision was forthwith performed on all the 
males, and the capricious tyrant finished the cere¬ 
mony of conversion by compelling both sexes 
to eat beef—a monstrous act of impietv in 
Hindu faith. 



paign from finishing the story ( 

Sultaun. It was, however, that' 
fate that he should be left to scoifrrgf fts J 
kind, and to renew his contest with the 
English when he should be again encou¬ 
raged by the French. 

The treaty with him was finally con¬ 
cluded on the 1 lth of March, upon the con¬ 
dition of a restitution by both parties of 
all that they had gained in the war. The 
tales told by the English prisoners of war, 
whom he now liberated, excited horror 
and indignation, and by themselves alone 
rendered the duration of any peace with 
him very problematical. Parts of these 
narratives will not bear relating; but they 
proved that Tippoo had committed acts 
which English soldiers would never for¬ 
get or forgive. 

Compared with the danger and despon¬ 
dency at the beginning of the war, or 
with the result of the national contests in 
other parts of the globe, even this was a 
most honourable and advantageous peace. 
The real danger in the Carnatic was over 
as soon as Sir Eyre Coote gained the 
battle of Porto Novo. Many errors of 
judgment were committed in the manage¬ 
ment of the war, and the vices of jealousy, 
selfishness, and rapacity were * too fre¬ 
quently visible both in council and in the 
field; yet, nevertheless, taken as a whole, 
the war was highly creditable to the abili¬ 
ties, perseverance, and valour of English¬ 
men. The extent of their operations was 
something magnificent and astounding: 
it embraced the two sides of the vast 
triangle of India, from the mouths of 
the Ganges to Cape Comorin, and from 
Cape Comorin to Bombay and Surat and 
the Gulf of Carnbay; and inland it 
nearly traversed the base of the triangle: 
countries hitherto known to the English 
only by name were penetrated and ex¬ 
plored from end to end; and some of 
the most wonderful marches upon record 
were performed by the native troops in 
our service. Impressions were made 
that time and partial miscarriages would 
not easily efface: the Indians were im¬ 
pressed with the idea that no obstacles 
were insurmountable to the steady per¬ 
severance of the British and the troops 
they had trained ; and the British learned 
for the first time the entire dependence 
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natic in 
should 


placed on the constancy 
if their sepoys. It was not 
what had been achieved, 
a consternation and indeci- 
had disgraced us in the Car- 
the summer and autumn of 1780, 
occur again. Thus India was 


saved when our empire in til 
lost. No Englishman, we prefci 
even now reflect without a slant 
the effect which would have been pro¬ 
duced in Europe if the loss of our Indian 
empire had been added to the loss of the 
thirteen provinces of North America. 
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HOW HASTINGS PBOCU11ED HONEY. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 


But the expenses of this Indian war had 
been, particularly in the early stages, tre¬ 
mendous ; and, as the far greater part of 
the money could come only from Bengal, 
Warren Hastings had put no trifling 
burden upon his conscience to procure it. 
His only principle of action was that the 
Carnatic must be rescued, that India 
must be saved, cost what it might; and, 
as the first step to that salvation was the 
obtaining of money, he determined that 
money should be obtained by whatever 
means lay in his power. Some of the 
neighbouring princes that owed their 
political existence to the power of English 
arms, and that were entirely dependent 
upon the government of Calcutta, were 
known to possess hidden treasures of vast 
amount. The plan was to squeeze them. 
The first to whom Hastings applied the 
pressure was Cheyte Sing, the Rajah of 
Benares, whose territory had been trans¬ 
ferred to the Company by the Nabob of 
Oucle, in a treaty concluded not by Hast¬ 
ings, but by Clavering, Monson, and 
Francis. Cheyte Siug bad, however, 
been left in possession upon condition 
of paying a fixed annual tribute to 
the Company. At the first breaking 
out of the war with France he was 
called upon, by the governor-general 
for an extraordinary contribution amount¬ 
ing to about 50,000t.; and as he delayed 
payment he was fined in 2000k more. In 
the following year (1779) another extra¬ 
ordinary contribution was demanded and 
paid, for Hastings employed his armies 
as collectors or receivers general. In 
1780, when dangers and embarrassments 
were thickening around him, the gover¬ 
nor-general demanded another contribu¬ 
tion.* The rajah sent a confidential 


* In a letter to one of his agents, dated the 2?th 
of June, 1780, the determined governor-general 
says—“ The only difficulty we can possibly feel 
in the prosecution of the war will be from a want 
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agent to Calcutta to plead poverty and 
to soften Hastings with two lacs of rupees, 
or about 20,000k, which were offered in 
secret, and doubtless intended as a bribe*. 
Hastings took the present, paid it over, 
though not till some time had passed, to 
the Company’s treasury, and then exacted 
the contribution all the same. I Cheyte 
Siug implored, remonstrated, and endea¬ 
voured to show that he had no money. 
Hastings knew better, and the troops 
were ordered to march to Benares. The 
rajah then found the 50,000/., and 10,000/. 
more imposed as a fine. The next de¬ 
mand was not for money, but for troops. 
It is pretty evident, however, that troops 
were asked only as a means for getting 
at more rupees. A resolution was passed 
in the council at Calcutta, which now 
consisted of Wheler, Sir Eyre Coote, and 
Macpherson, that the Rajah of Benares, 
besides his tribute and the extraordinary 
contribution of five lacs to be paid annu¬ 
ally till the end of the w ? ar, should furnish 
a certain force in cavalry for the service 
of the Company. Hastings hereupon 
made a prompt demand for 2000 horse. 
Cheyte Sing represented that he had only 
1300 horse in all; and that these were 
indispensable to him in maintaining the 
police and collecting the revenues of his 
country. The governor-general then re¬ 
duced his demand to 1500—to 1000. The 
rajah collected 500 horse and 500 match¬ 
lock men; sent word to Hastings that 
this force was at his orders, and that it 


of money; anrl this difficulty may, I think, he 
easily obviated by your insisting upon Cheyte 
Sing’s contributing his quota to the expenses of 
our advanced army, in lieu of being ordered to 
join it at the head of his ow n forces. Wore he 
a zemindar dependent on any other government 
than our own, this would be insisted upon ; and, 
ns his ability to advance a large sum seems to be uni - 
penally acknowledged, why should he alone be ex¬ 
empted from the 'expenses , as well as the deno¬ 
tations, of war f" 
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; he possibly could spare. It 
dt no answer was returned to 
/md that what was really wanted 
d a ground of quarrel and occa- 
^siotfto accuse him of failing in the obedi¬ 
ence which he owed to the Company as 
their dependant and vassal. Hastings 
had private dislikes and animosities 
against Cheyte Sing, and, though these, 
of themselves, and apart from the sovereign 
consideration of saving India, might not 
have led to the extreme acts of violence 
and spoliation adopted, they were not 
likely to qualify or soften those proceed¬ 
ings when they seemed justifiable and justi¬ 
fied in the eyes of Hastings by the neces¬ 
sity of the case. “ l was resolved,” says 
he, “ to draw from his guilt the means of 
relief to the Company’s distresses. In a 
word, I had determined to make him pay 
largely for his pardon, or to exact a se¬ 
vere vengeance for his past delin¬ 
quency.”* In an agony of alarm at the 
governor-general's silence and at loud 
notes of preparation among the Company's 
forces, the rajah now sent to offer twenty 
lacs of rupees, or 200,000/., in one round 
sum, for the public service. But Hasti ngs 
now said that nothing less than fifty lacs, 
or half a million sterling, would satisfy 
him or supply the immediate wants of 
the public service $ and he forthwith pre¬ 
pared to go in person to Benares in order 
to settle these and other weighty matters, 
all connected with money. “ If I cannot 
do all that I wish, I will, at least, do all 
that I can,” were words which he had 
uttered on a former occasion, and which 
contained the ordinary rule of his con¬ 
duct. He was very guarded in the lan¬ 
guage which he held; few or none knew 
his real intentions or the full extent of 
them; and he began his journey as if he 
anticipated no danger and no possibility 
of resistance, taking with him little more 
than the body-guard which attended him 
cn ordinary occasions. He even con¬ 
ducted Mrs. Hastings w r ith him as far as 
Moughir. 

Cheyte Bing came eastward as far as 
Buxar to meet the governor-general, at¬ 
tended by 600 horse. Hastings received 


* Hastings’s own narrative of the transactions 
ut Benares, &e. 


the rajah with great pride and 1 
and refused to hold any private! 
dential discourse. In his ownwcJ 
rajah “ professed much concern to heal¬ 
th at I was displeased with him, and con¬ 
trition for having given cause for it, as¬ 
suring me that his zemindary, and all 
that he possessed, were at my devotion; 
and he accompanied his words by an 
action either strongly expressive of the 
agitation of his mind, or his desire to 
impress on mine a conviction of his sin¬ 
cerity—by laying his turban on my lap.” 
But not the extremest sign of Eastern sub¬ 
mission and devotion could tarn the heart 
of Warren Hastings from its fixed pur¬ 
pose. On the 12th of August, “ on the 
way to Benares,” Hastings wrote to Sir 
Elijah Impey :—“ As to the rajah, I can, 
at present, say nothing; his behaviour, 
except in ceremonials, has been so bad to 
me that I cannot commend it to others.”* 
Continuing his journey with the rajah 
in his train, he entered Benares on 
the 14th of August, 1781, and the very 
next day, after again refusing any pri¬ 
vate conference, he sent to Cheyte Sing 
a long paper containing various com¬ 
plaints oi past misconduct, and. demands 
higher than any that had hitherto been 
made. As commanded, the rajah replied 
in the course of the day; but his reply 


• MS. Correspondence of Sir Elijah hnpey .— 
From these aud some other expressions, we are 
induced to conclude that the governor-general was 
unxious to impress the chief justice with the notion 
that Cheyte Sipg, who owed his establishment 
and existence as ruler of Benares to the English, 
had been, previously to the insurrection, uudu- 
tiful aud ungrateful to them. It is very probable 
too that Hastings by no uncommon casuistry had 
reasoned himself into the belief that the mau that 
he was about to injure had previously injured him ; 
nor is it at all improbable that the rajah had dis¬ 
played some symptoms of ingratitude. If Cheyte 
Sing wus grateful and steady iu his attachments, 
and alien to plots and intrigues, then was lie a 
most rare Indian priuce. In this same letter, writ¬ 
ten on the road, the governor-general expresses 
his hope that the chief justice will travel into 
Oude. He sava, " I wish you to see Benares, and 
I shall be gla.l to see you there; but you must re¬ 
gulate your visit thither by my return to it, of 
which 1 will give you timely uotice—a precaution 
perhaps not necessary, as my motions are likely 
to lie rapid, and as you are likely to meet with 
many stops in your way. ... I shall make but 
about a week’s stay at Benares, though I fear I 
shall have much to do there . I go on by land to 
Lucknow.” 







CHEYTE SING, AND THE BENARES INSURRECTION. 


pt'skl^red evasive and impertinent; 

vo’clock at night the governor- 
^ene^I^ave Mr. Markham, his chosen 
resident at Benares, orders to arrest the 
rajah at an early hour the following 
morning, before the town-people should 
be stirring. Markham (a son of Dr. 
Markham, Archbishop of York) perform¬ 
ed his service with two companies of 
sepoys and without any opposition or 
disturbance. But the arrest kindled a 
flame which went nigh to consume 
Hastings, and with him the fortunes of 
the English in India. 

The rajah was popular among his own 
subjects; the indignity of such an arrest 
was not to be borne ; the spirit of fanati¬ 
cism co-operated with the spirit of love 
or affection for the old Hindu dynasty to 
which Cheyte Sing belonged. Benares 
was the holy city of India, being to the 
Brahmins what Mecca is to the Moham¬ 
medans, or Jerusalem to the Jews: it 
contained an enormous population, who 
claimed a superior sanctity from the place 
of their residence; it was thronged by 
pilgrims and devotees from all parts of 
Hindustan, from every place where the 
ancient faith had penetrated; and where 
that strange faith was once established 
no human power had beer able to sup¬ 
press it. It was this continual concourse 
of devotees that tended to fill the rajah’s 
treasury, and much of the money* that 
Hastings had wrung from him was sup¬ 
plied by the religious Hindu world. 
These pilgrims, who had travelled far to 
wash off their sins in the Ganges, where 
it was holiest, and to offer their prayers 
and oblations in Benares, were the most 
likely men in the world to resent any in¬ 
sult offered in that sacred city to the ruler 
of it; and moreover, the ordinary inha¬ 
bitants of Benares, and the Hindu popu¬ 
lation of the whole country, were a far 
more robust, brave, and fiery race than 
the people of Calcutta or Moorshedabad, 
or any of the places in the lower pro¬ 
vinces where Hastings had formed his 
estimate of the Hindu character. Mark¬ 
ham had scarcely reported to the gover¬ 
nor-general the ease with which he had 
performed his task, and the meekness 
with which Cheyte Sing had submitted 
to his fate, when there arose from the 



narrow, crowded streets the roai^oj _, 

thousand angry voices, and the cries of 
tens of thousands upon that; and then 
there followed a tramping, a rushing, 
and the rattle of arms. It bas been ima¬ 
gined, from this sudden rising in arms, 
that the first insurgents consisted of a levy 
of troops which Cheyte Sing had been or¬ 
ganizing for some time previously in order 
to oppose the English ; blit the greater part 
of the people in the upper provinces al¬ 
ways wear arms, and the pilgrims carry 
weapons under their mantles to protect 
themselves in their long way-faring, or, 
when their resources are low or the op¬ 
portunity tempting, to fill their stomachs 
and their purses. The rajali had not been 
removed from bis palace, but left there 
with the two companies of sepoys placed 
over him as a guard. Thither the living 
streams' flowed and concentrated from 
many points. Such was the security of 
the English managers, that the sepoys had 
been left with their muskets aud bayonets, 
but without any cartridges. When the 
danger was seen, two other companies 
were sent to carry ammunition to them 
and support them. This small force got 
buried in the crowd, aud in attempting to 
open their way to the palace they were 
massacred almost to a man. The furious 
multitude then fell upon the two com¬ 
panies at the palace, and massacred them 
too, men and officers. The English 
officers died with their swords in their 
hands; a heap of the assailants were slain, 
and only a very few of the sepoys escaped. 
During the confusion the rajah ran out by 
a wicket-gate which opened on the steep 
bank of the Ganges, and, letting himself 
down to the river-brink by a string formed 
of turbans tied together, he threw himself 
into a boat and escaped to the opposite 
bank, whither he was soon followed by 
the multitude. 

If, instead of flying, the rajah and his 
people had fallen upon Hastings, the con¬ 
sequences could scarcely have been doubt¬ 
ful, for at the moment the governor-gene¬ 
ral had only fifty regular and aimed se¬ 
poys at hand for the defence of his house, 
in which were assembled a number of 
civilians without arms.* But even after 

* Hastings says himself, “ If Cheyte Sing’s 
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[ fury of the populace was spent, 
(..rajah had shown that he was not 
yi o risk bold measures, the situa- 
' Hastings and his small party re¬ 
mained very critical. They were block¬ 
aded on all sides, they had hardly any 
money with them, and they had not pro¬ 
visions even for a single day. . If the 
governor-general had been at fault in 
risking such a storm with such trail re¬ 
sources, he certainly showed no want of 
courage in bearing the brunt, and his 
decision and promptness never forsook 
him. The rajah sent to offer apologies for 
what had happened, to protest that he 
was innocent of the tumult, and to declare 
that he was ready to submit to any con¬ 
ditions. Hastings did not deign to answer 
these messages. In the course of the day 
he collected about 400 sepoys in Benares; 
and he sent orders to another small body 
of sepoys that were cantoned at Mirza- 
poor, ou the other side of the Ganges, to 
inarch against the palace of Ramnagur, 
just opposite to Benares, in which Cheyte 
Sing had taken up his temporary abode. 
In order that his emissaries might get 
through the blockade without losing their 
despatches, he wrote in the smallest hand 
on small slips of paper, which were rolled 
up and put into the ears of his mes¬ 
sengers.* * ** In this manner lie wrote to 
the British officers commanding in the 
nearest cantonments; he wrote to his wife 
at Monghir, to assure her that he was 
safe; he wrote to the chief justice to re¬ 
quest his advice and assistance; and 
he even wrote a letter of instructions 


people, after they had effected his rescue, had 
proceeded to my quarters, instead of crowding 
after him in a tumultuous manner, as they did, 
in his passage over the river, it is probable that 
my blood, and that of about thirty English gen¬ 
tlemen of my party, would have been added to 
the recent carnage.”— Narrative. 

* When the Indians travel they lay aside 
their enormous gold earrings, and put. quills 
into the orifices to prevent their closing up. 
These quills were not always inserted in the cars; 
they were sometimes carried in the mouths ot the 
hirears. itome of those which were sent to the 
chief justice are still preserved as relics by oue of 
Sir Elijah Imney’s daughters. 

Hustings always acknowledged that lie owed 
his escape chiefly to the prompt measures taken 
by Sir Elijah Impey, and Sir Elijah, alluding to 
these occurrences, was in the habit of quoting 

** Quod Thebse cecidere meura est, &c.’\ 


to the envoy who was 
with the Mahrattas. In thej. ^ 
noon, the officer in command of the stfpoy 
that had rapidly advanced from Mirza- 
poor, imprudently attempting to carry 
the palace of Ramnagur, which was for¬ 
tified, without the aid of artillery, got 
engaged in the narrow streets leading to 
it, and was repulsed with considerable 
loss—a loss including that of his own life. 
This incident gave fresh courage to the 
multitude, and induced Hastings to think 
of a retreat. Under cover of night he 
fled from Benares, and, with singular 
good fortune, he reached in safety the 
strong fortress of Chunar, built on a rock 
that rises several hundred feet above the 
Ganges, and is situated about seventeen 
miles below Benares. On the following 
morning the reported flight of the gover¬ 
nor-general gave still further encourage¬ 
ment to the insurgents. The whole of 
the district rose in arms; and people be¬ 
gan to flock in from the adjoining ter¬ 
ritories of Oude and Bahar, vowing that 
they would protect the rajah and his holy 
city. 

The numbers and the spirit of the 
Hindus who thus surrounded him rani- 
mated for a moment the weak and timid 
soul of Cheyte Sing; and, after making 
more humble applications by messengers 
and by letters to Hastings, who continued 
to refuse any answer, he put himself at 
the head of the insurgents, appealed by a 
sort of manifesto to the neighbouring 
princes, and, it is said, even spoke of 
driving the English out of the country. 
Notwithstanding his ingenious precau¬ 
tions, several of Hastings’s letters mis¬ 
carried ; but others reached their desti¬ 
nations, and were obeyed with that 
rapidity which the exigencies of the case 
required. Money was sent to him from 
Lucknow, the capital of Oude, and troops, 
quitting their various cantonments, con¬ 
centrated under the rock of Chunar. At 
this crisis everything depended on the 
fidelity of the sepoys, for there were 
hardly any troops in the country hut 
natives; and the sepoys were, for the 
most part, men of the same tribe and 
country as those against whom they 
were to act, were many of them natives 
of Benares aud the surrounding district, 
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such had been wont to consider 

_^ Sing as their legitimate prince. 

It is perhaps only in India that the 
natural sympathies and passions of men 
have ever been so subjugated by disci¬ 
pline and other artificial means. But the 
event proved that Hastings was right in 
relying on their unalterable fidelity to 
their standard or their salt, and on their 
attachment to the military point of honour 
as greater than any they bore for their 
country or kindred, their native prince, 
or even their religion. Not a corps showed 
any reluctance to engage the rajah and 
the people of Benares, not a single case 
of desertion occurred; and the insurrec¬ 
tion, which might speedily have become 
a far-reaching revolution, was put down 
by thes?e sepoys. On the 29th of August 
a considerable body of Cheyte Sing’s 
people, who had advanced to a small fort 
not far from Chunar, were routed and 
compelled to leave all their rice and 
baggage behind them; on the 3rd of Sep¬ 
tember a still larger body were defeated 
with the loss of their artillery; on the 
15th other corps were put to flight; and 
on the 20th the pass of Sukroot and the 
large and fortified town of Pateeta were 
forced, cleared, and taken by the sepoys 
commanded by Major Popham. The har¬ 
dy insurgents had fought bravely in some 
of these affairs; but they were without 
discipline, and poor Cheyte Sing was no 
hero—his courage or confidence vanished 
at the first roar of his enemies’ guns.* In 
a few hours nothing could be seen of 
his army, which had been estimated at 
30,000 men; “ and in a few hours,” adds 
the governor-general, speaking as a king 
or the servant of kings, “ the allegiance 
of the country was restored as completely 
from a state of universal revolt, to its 
proper channel, ai if it had never de¬ 
parted from it.” The rajah, with his 
family and a few attendants, fled preci¬ 
pitately to Bidjeeghur, the principal 

• It was not however at Sukroot or Pateeta that 
the 'insurgents fought bravely. We have in our 
hands a note written in pencil by Major Popham 
on the 20th of September, immediately after the 
affair. The major tells the governor-general that 
two or three rounds fired from a single cannon 
put them all to flight; that very few of his sepoys 
had been killed, and not an officer hurt; that the 
enemy sustained great loss in their flight, &c. 



stronghold of the Benares prince^ 
about fifty miles from the capital. To 
that capital the governor-general returned 
triumphantly, issuing a proclamation, and 
an amnesty for all except Cheyte Sing 
and his brother. No time was lost in 
sending troops to Bidjeeghur. The poor 
rajah had not courage to await their ar¬ 
rival : lie fled in the night to find refuge, 
and an exile from which he never re¬ 
turned, among the rajahs of Bondilcund. 
In his haste, in his anxiety for his own 
safety by means of a flight too rough and 
rapid for ladies, he left behind him his 
wife, his mother, and all the females of 
his family, who were taken prisoners in 
the fort, which surrendered by capitula¬ 
tion on the 9th of November. According 
to Hastings, the rajah had carried oft’ 
with him an immense sum of money, be¬ 
sides jewels; but current rupees to the 
amount of about 250,000?. sterling were 
found in the old castle of Bidjeeghur. 
Even this sum, which was not an eighth 
of the booty the governor-general ex¬ 
pected to obtain from the expulsion of 
the rajah, never reached the public trea¬ 
sury, being appropriated by the troops, 
who for some five months had received 
little or no pay. “ Judge of my astonish¬ 
ment,” says Hastings, “ when I toll you 
that the distribution of the plunder was 
begun before I knew that the place was 
in possession, and finished before I knew 
that it was begun 1”* When the prin- 


* Hastings has been charged with deceiving, 
the troops, or with leading them to believe, 
before the place was taken, that the plunder was 
to be divided among them, and of attempting to 
retract and get the money for the public service 
when the place was in possession. The select 
committee of the House of C- .non* went into 
the matter, and one or two * es written by the 
governor-general to Majo opham, the com¬ 
mander of the force, \v read. Hut one of 
these notes had no dab .nd neither of them 
was very clear or decisive as to t. "ooint in 
debate. Hastings himself, in anoth«. ’etter 
written to his friend and present agent in Eng¬ 
land, Major Scott, on the 21st of Febrn ry- 82, 
or rather more than three month .c, the 
event, expressed his astonishment a, the apa- 
city of the officers, and said that he had not th© 
shadow of a suspicion that Major Popham would 
have taken any decided step in a matter of such 
concern without an express authority from him, 
especially as lie was so near the spot. He added 
—«* A very uncandid advantage was taken of a 
private letter written by me to Major Popham 









OUR INDIAN EMPIRE. 


[CBAPi 



i their relations and attendants 
hi' the old castle—three hundred 
in all, besides children—they 
were rudely subjected to search by the 
soldiery, notwithstanding the terms of 
the capitulation, which expressly pro¬ 
vided against such an indignity. The 
soldiers wanted no such warning; but 
Hastings, in a note to the commanding 
officer, hinted that the old Ranee might 
contrive to defraud them of a consider¬ 
able part of the booty if the women were 
suffered to retire without examination. 
The Ranee affirmed, before and after the 
capitulation, that the money was hers 
and not her son’s. This is very likely to 
have been the ease; but it made no dif¬ 
ference to the soldiers, and would have 
made none to Hastings, who wanted all 
the money he could get. In the mean 
while, the governor-general, still consi¬ 
dering a puppet rajah indispensable at 
Benares, had selected a nephew of Cheyte 
Si rig to fill that part, raising at the same 
time the tribute to forty lacs of rupees, 
and taking the entire jurisdiction and 
management of the city and country into 
his own lianas. Even the mint, the last 
vestige of sovereignty, was taken from 
this boy rajah and placed under the con¬ 
trol of the Company’s resident at Benares. 

By this revolution an addition of about 
200,00 Ol. per annum was made to the 
revenues of the Company; but ready 


on another occasion during the heat of the siege, 
at which time I made it a point to answer all his 
letters on the instant of their receipt, and gene¬ 
rally by another hand, and often in the most 
familiar style. The fact is, that, instead of 
receiving my letters as authority, they were 
afraid that I should stop or qualify the distribu¬ 
tion, and therefore precipitated it to prevent 
me. I referred the matter to the board, but 
they chose to wait ray return ; and we have 
since publicly Called upon the sharers to refund, 
and submit their pretensions wholly to our deci¬ 
sion. If they refhse, I shall propose to try 
Whether the law may not compel them. Pop- 
ham's fault in the business was a want of reso¬ 
lution, and he has avowed that he could not 
withstand the universal clamour and vehemence 
of his ollieors for the scramble. The officers sent 
a very elegant sword as a present to me, and a 
set of dressing-boxes for Mrs. Hastings, all 
beautifully inlaid with jewels: 1 returned them 
all .”—Letter to Major Scott, as given by Olcig. 
It appears that the refunding was found impos¬ 
sible—that the officers and soldiers kept what 
they had got. 


money there was none, and thiff 
be procured somewhere. The govK 
general, therefore, determined to apply 
the screw to Asoff-ul-Dowla, nabob of 
Oude and master of Rohilcund, and one 
of tiie most extravagant, debauched, and 
contemptible of Indian princes. He had 
been kept on the musnud solely by the 
British brigade quartered in bis domi¬ 
nions, but, as he wasted his money iu 
pleasures and scattered it among his fa¬ 
vourites, he soon complained of poverty 
and of his inability to pay the brigade, 
the price of whose services had certainly 
been raised upon him from year to year 
with little delicacy or justice. In the 
year 1779 he had stated that he had no 
money to pay his own cavalry', without 
whom there was no collecting the re¬ 
venues of the country; that he had no 
money to pay his father’s debts, or to 
support the harem and children his father 
had left behind iiim; no money to pay 
liis own servants or keep up his own 
court. Hastings admitted that it was 
possible the nabob might be as poor as 
he stated; but he insisted that his poverty 
was the effect of his folly, vices, and ex¬ 
travagance, and not produced by the pay¬ 
ment of a few lacs to the brigade. He 
told him — what was notorious to all 
India—-that he could not defend himself 
agaiust the Mahrattas and Rohillas, or 
even against the discontents and insur¬ 
rections of his own subjects, If the Com¬ 
pany’s troops were withdrawn; and he 
gave him clearly to understaud that, 
whatever might be the wording of the 
treaty, the brigade, and a large body of 
cavalry called a “ temporary brigade,” 
which had been superadded, should be 
kept there as long as the Company chose, 
and that as long as it was there he must 
find means to pay it. But pay he could 
not; though, if sundry stories that are 
told he true, the rapacious officers in 
command of the brigade frequently got 
large sums from him for their own pri¬ 
vate use, making, a constant harvest of 
his unmanly fears; his other expenses 
continued and were augmented by a new 
taste for erecting gorgeous and most 
costly buildings’; the cultivators of the 
soil, overburdened with taxes, began to 
run away or to neglect their labours; his 
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sfhccumulated, and before Hastings 
'enares the nabob stood charged 

_ Company’s books with a debt 

to nearly one million and a 
“halt sterling. Indeed one of the objects 
of the governor-general’s journey up the 
country was to obtain some settlement of 
this account—though we are not so cre¬ 
dulous as to believe that he would not 
have put the pressure upon the nabob 
even if there had not been any such ac¬ 
count in existence. He knew that, though 
the nabob might have an empty treasury, 
there were others in Oude who had abun¬ 
dance of money hoarded up and concealed 
in the Oriental manner; and after this he 
was hunting with the keenness of a lur¬ 
cher and the pertinacity of a bulldog. 

AsofY-ul-Dowla was journeying be¬ 
tween Lucknow and Benares, to meet 
the governor-general with all due ho¬ 
nour and respect, when he heard ac¬ 
counts of the insurrection which had 
been provoked by the arrest of Cheyte 
Sing. He did not, however, retrace his 
steps, as might have been expected, but 
continued his journey to the fortress of 
Chunar, in which the governor-general 
had taken refuge. On that elevated spot, 
while 30,000 bold men of Benares were 
gathering on the Ganges within view of 
the fort, Hastings coolly bargained with 
the nabob. He began with gratifications, 
concessions, and seeming sacrifices; but 
great were the concessions and sacrifices 
lie expected in return. He agreed that 
the nabob had been charged too much for 
the brigade, and had been squeezed most 
mercilessly by English officers—“ as well 
as other gentleraeu” who had quartered 
themselves upon his treasury; he even 
agreed that the territories of Oude and 
liohilcund might be defended with a 
much smaller force, and that all the 
Company's troops should be withdrawn 
except the single brigade, and a regiment 
of sepoys for Mr. Middleton the resi¬ 
dent’s guard. In return for this libe¬ 
rality Asoff-ul-Dowia was to rob his own 
mother and grandmother, and to give the 
produce of the robbery to Hastings in 
discharge of his debts and obligations to 
the Company. The two Begums, one the 
mother of the late nabob, Sujah Dowla, 



the other his wife, and the parent^ 
reigning nabob, were the possess? 
the hoards and hidden treasures ' 
Hastings had been led to consider as vast 
enough to achieve the salvation of the 
British empire in India. At the death 
of Sujah Dowla a considerable part of 
the treasure which happened to be in his 
hands at the time was certainly left to 
these two ladies, and secured by them; 
and the dying nabob had further marked 
his affection to his mother and the most 
beloved of his wives by bequeathing them 
certain jaghires. The two ladies had 
continued to live with great state and 
magnificence; but Asotf-ul-Dowla, find¬ 
ing his own large revenues insufficient to 
supply his expenditure, soon envied them 
the possession of the treasure and the 
annual proceeds of their jaghires, and, 
long before his interview with Hastings 
on the rock of Chunar, he had wrung and 
extorted money from them. As early as 
the year 1775 the grandmother and mother 
of the unduteous Asoff-ul-Dowla had writ¬ 
ten pathetic letters to the government at 
Calcutta, complaining of the harsh treat¬ 
ment they received, and imploring to be 
taken under the protection of the Com¬ 
pany, which alone was strong enough to 
protect any one in Oude. The nabob’s 
mother had stated' in one of these letters 
that he bad actually extorted from her 
twenty-six lacs of rupees, and was then 
endeavouring to force from her thirty 
lacs more— thirty lacs down, in hard cash 
and in one payment. The governor and 
council, not having at that moment to 
provide for the defence of the Carnatic, 
for the defence of Surat and Bombay, for 
the enormous charges of the war against 
llyder Ali and the French, expressed 
themselves as morally and correctly as a 
decalogue, quoted the Commandments to 
Asoff-ul-Dowla, and then, with a virtuous 
indignation at his conduct, extended the 
shield of their protection to the two old 
ladies. At the nabob’s request a solemn 
agreement was drawn up, concluded, and 
guaranteed byj the Company, by which 
the Bhow Begum gave to her son the 
thirty lacs of rupees, and her son engaged 
that no further invasion, or attempts at 
invasion, should be made on the treasure 
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jaghires. But the nabob could 
hi ( s hands from picking and 
mg; fresh attempts were made on 
the purses of the two old ladies, who held 
their money with a truly Eastern tenacity 
of grasp, and kept complaining to the 
English as the framers and guarantees of 
this broken family compact. In the year 
1778 the grandmother Begum, whose re¬ 
sidence had been rendered irksome and 
disgusting to her by her grandson, re¬ 
solved to quit his dominions and go on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. The nabob, dread¬ 
ing that the old lady might carry some of 
the treasure with her, refused to permit 
her departure. Tfte Begum then applied 
to Mr. Middleton, the resident at Luck¬ 
now, whose time was almost absorbed by 
these constant squabbles. The Begum, 
who was more anxious for peace and 
quietness, and the possession of her 
money at home, than for the spiritual 
pleasures and advantages of the pilgrim¬ 
age to the tomb of the prophet, repre¬ 
sented that she was deprived of her jag- 
hires, that her servants and tenants were 
plundered, and herself insulted by the 
vile favourites of the nabob; and that the 
women and children—-a very numerous 
brood—of the late nabob, including Asoff- 
ul-Dowla’s own brothel’s and sisters, 
were all left in a degrading state of desti¬ 
tution. At the same time the younger 
Begum raised fresh complaints against 
her unloving son; and Middleton, by his 
reports to the council at Calcutta, seemed 
to verify the charges. On the 23rd of 
March (1778) the council—that is to say, 
Hastings, Barwell, Francis, and Wheler 
—wrote in the strongest terms to Middle- 
ton, commanding him to take immediate 
steps for preventing these acts of violence 
and robbery. He was to represent to the 
nabob that the honour and reputation of 
the Company were committed by his 
cruelty and injustice. In what related to 
the grandmother and her affairs he was 
only to remonstrate ;—“ but,” subjoined 
these moralists, “ with respect to the 
mother of the nabob, her grievances come 
before us on a very different footing. She 
is entitled to our protection by an act not 
sought by us, but solicited by the nabob 
himself. We therefore empower and di¬ 



rect you to afford your support ancJ^j^ 
tection to her in the due maintenance of 
all the rights she possesses.” * 

Now that it was determined to tear up 
the family treaty, and utterly despoil both 
the ladies of all their money and all their 
jaghires, it was thought expedient to de¬ 
vise some means of colouring over the 
transaction, so as to save the honour and 
reputation of the governor and council. 
Hastings’s only excuse—allowing any 
excuse to be admissible—would have been 
contained in a simple fact, which might 
ha ve been announced in words like these: 
—“ India must be saved; it cannot be 
saved without more money; and were the 
Begums my own mother and grand¬ 
mother, I would have their treasure !”— 
But this enunciation would have been too 
bold; and, daring as he was in action, the 
governor-general had a natural turn for 
subterfuges, and an earnest anxiety on all 
occasions to make his black look white, 
and to pay homage not merely to public 
opinion in its higher sense, but to the 
conventionalities and established pro¬ 
prieties of society. Hence, therefore, he 
pretended that the two poor old women 
were dangerous rebels and traitors to the 
sovereign Company, and that great doubts 
might be entertained as to the validity of 
Sujah Dowla’s testamentary bequests. It 
was said that the will, under which they 
claimed, had never been produced; and 
it was pretended also that the deceased 
nabob could not lawfully alienate the 
treasure and territory of the suite, which 
of right belonged to his successor. But 
Indian princes had at all times made 
similar dispositions of money and lands; 
and the government of Calcutta had 
solemnly recognised the rights, at least, of 
Sujah Dowla’s widow, without any ques¬ 
tion or doubt or reservation as to a will 
or any other document, The rebellion 
and treason were still more groundless 
charges. Hastings’s accusations were, 
that the Begums by money and other 
means had excited and encouraged the 
disturbances in Oude, which had followed 
the insurrection at Benares. Now, the 

* Parliamentary Reports; Minutes of Evi¬ 
dence taken at Hastings's trial. 
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allies were much too fond of 
^to/part with it on any account; 
other means, in the seclusion 
in which they lived they had none. 
Whatever good cause Hastings now gave 
them to think otherwise, they had, up to 
this point, regarded the English as their 
best and only protectors, with whose 
power and authority their own fortunes 
were inseparably linked; and if they 
could have been capable of making any 
sacrifices or exertions, it would assuredly 
have been in a direction altogether oppo¬ 
site to that in which, they were charged 
with acting. Hastings, indeed, pretended 
that the insurrection at Benares was a 
planned thing, and that the rajah had 
been for some time preparing for a 
struggle with the Company; but every 
circumstance tends to show that the in¬ 
surrection was a sudden and spontaneous 
movement, provoked by the daring no¬ 
velty of putting the nabob under arrest 
in his own palace. If there had been any 
preconcerted scheme, nothing could have 
contributed more to its success, or have 
been more easy of execution, than the 
cutting off of the governor-general, or the 
making him a prisoner, which might have 
been done by a little stratagem and very 
little force, either on his journey between 
Buxar and Benares, or in the latter city 
the night after his arrival. If the in¬ 
surrection was, as we firmly believe, 
wholly unpremeditated and unforeseen, 
there was not time between its breaking 
out and the first tumultuary movement in 
Oude for the Begums to do anything, as 
those two ladies were shut up in the 
palace of Fyzabad, which is about 115 
miles in a straight line from Benares, and 
a great deal farther by travelling distance. 
Nor had the Begums time to do much 
between the tumult at Benares and the 
arrival of their grandson and son at 
Chunar and the conclusion of the treaty 
of spoliation. The insurrection happened 
on the 16th of August, the treaty was 
signed on the 19 th of September. The 
people of Oude that lived in the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood of Benares were 
excited against the English by the vio¬ 
lence offered to Cheyte Sing; but what¬ 
ever disturbances had happened in the 
interior of Oude had arisen not out of 


any malice or any project agaiiw 
company, but out of a detestation ofTfie 
nabob; and the English resident himself 
had represented to the governor-general 
and council, many months before—nay, 
more than three years and a half before 
the present troubles—that revolt and in¬ 
surrection were inevitable in Oude, and 
that the filthy vices of the nabob and the 
violence and injustice of his execrable 
favourites would drive evoiy man of any 
property or reputation out of the country/' 
Hastings, however, chose now to con¬ 
sider that any attack on Asoff-ul-Dowla 
amounted to the same thing as a direct 
attack upon the Company; and, it was 
no doubt easy to prove that there had 
been at least some rioting in the coun¬ 
try before Hastings came to Benares. 
In the examinations which were held at 
Lucknow, and in the depositions which 
were there delivered in writing (as well 
by British officers as by natives), it was 
demonstrated in the clearest manner that, 
many thousands of people, besides his own 
immediate subjects, had taken up anus 
for Cheyte Sing, had attacked parties of 
British sepoys, and had marched against 
the governor-general; but it was not 
proved that these people had not been 
provoked wholly and solely l>y the go¬ 
vernor-general's harsh treatment of the 
rajah, or that, if Hastings had not come 
to Benares to extort money, there would 
not have been any insurrection against 
his authority. 

The two ladies at Fyzabad were neither 
present at the examinations, nor repre¬ 
sented by any vakeel or agent; they 
knew nothing of what was going on until 
judgment was passed, and that judgment 
was even carried into execution without 
their ever having been informed of the 
charges against them! f The decision was, 

* Mr. Middleton, Letter dated Fyzabad, 3rd of 
February, 1778. 

f Hast ini's, however, maintained (and English¬ 
men ns well as natives swore to the facts), that 
the Begums or their agents were privy to the ra¬ 
jah’s plans, and sent Cheyte Sing assistance as 
soon as he began to collect an army to wage war 
upon the English. In a letter to SuliVan, the 
governor-general savs:—-“On the revolt of 
Cheyte Sing, she (tho Bhow Begum) and the 
old Begum, Stijah Dowla’s mother, raised tmops; 
caused levies to be made for Cheyte Sing, 
excited all the zemindars of Garookpoor and 
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i! treaty or family agreement, 
' guaranteed by the governor and 
ri should be thrown to the winds; 
aM^f^nabob should be allowed to seize 
idlippropriate the Begum’s jaghires for 
his own use, and to seize the treasure for 
the use of the Company, who were to take 
it in liquidation of the debt he owed them 
or was said to owe them. Even the heart 
of Asoff-ul-Dowla misgave him when he 
returned to Lucknow to carry this judg¬ 
ment, into execution. Perhaps he felt 
some natural compunction, some return 
of tenderness for the mother that had 
borne him; perhaps he only feared the 
effect that might be produced on the minds 
of his people by such atrocious acts; but 
what is certain is, that he hesitated and 
hung back from the execution of the 
treaty of Chunar. Even Mr. Middleton, 
the chosen agent of Hastings, the man 
who had managed the arresting or in¬ 
veigling of Mohammed Reza Khan and 
Shitab Roy, the active and ready instru¬ 
ment of the governor-general on all occa¬ 
sions, seems to have shrunk from the 
odious work. But Hastings wrote both 
to nabob and agent to tell them of his im¬ 
patience and to urge them on, and Mid¬ 
dleton was ordered to do the work him¬ 
self if Asoff-nl-Dowla would not. Here¬ 
upon the nabob, to save his authority, 
proceeded to take possession of the jag¬ 
hires which were to be his (at least after 
some payments to the Company, if the 
money of his mother and grandmother 
should not prove enough); but a fresh 
wavering and hesitation came over him 
when he was urged or commanded to 
seize the treasure which was to be the 
Company's. it appears that Hastings 
threatened to go on to Fyzabad and per¬ 
form the part of spoliator himself. But at 
last the nabob and the resident, with a 
body of English sepoys, set out from 
Lucknow for the dwelling of the Begums 

Bareicli to rebellion, cut off many parties of 
sepoys, and the principal Aumil and a favourite 
of the younger Begum openly opposed and at¬ 
tacked Captain Gordon, one of our officers sta¬ 
tioned in his neighbourhood. Let this be an 
answer to the men of virtue who may exclaim 
against our breach of faith and the inhumanity of 
declaring war against widows, princesses of high 
birth, and defenceless old women. These old 
women had very nigh effected our destruction.” 


at Fyzabad, or the. “ Beautiful R«j^dc| 
pleasantly situated among stream^|a§d 
woods, and hills, about eighty mile 
east of Lucknow. Several days were 
spent; in negotiations with the Begums, 
who, as tenacious of their money as ever, 
would accede to no terms, though they 
could make no resistance. Orders were 
then given to storm that quiet town and 
the defenceless palace. Little or no op¬ 
position was made: the sepoys took pos¬ 
session of the palace, the shrieking women 
shut themselves up in the innermost 
apartment, hut the treasure was not to be 
found, nor would any one give informa¬ 
tion of the place or places where it was 
hidden. But the nabob was familiar with 
the detestable practices of the East—with 
the processes usually, and in most in¬ 
stances successfully, adopted by Hyder 
Ali in discovering money secrets,—and 
the mind of Mr. Middleton, Englishman, 
and English gentleman, as he claimed to 
be, does not appear to have shrunk from 
their adoption. 

There were two old eunuchs in the 
palace, Jewar Ali Khan and Behar Ali 
Khan, who had been the favourites and 
most confidential servants of Sujah Dowda, 
and who, ever since that nabob’s death, 
had continued in the service of his widow, 
the Bhcw Begum. There could be no 
doubt that these two unhappy beings knew 
where the money lay, or, if they did not, 
it was thought probable that their suffer¬ 
ings would work upon the Begums’ hearts 
and extract the key: and therefore it was 
determined to throw them into a dungeon, 
to load them with irons, to starve them, to 
torture them, as the best means of getting 
at the rupees, directly or indirectly: 
and, at this stage, Hastings’s agent and 
friend was more than acquiescent in the 
damnable atrocity; for the officer in com¬ 
mand of the sepoy guard placed over the 
two old men received his orders from 
Middleton. The sufferings of the old 
men, or their own sufferings and alarms, 
for they, too, were close prisoners, over¬ 
came the passion of avarice in the Be¬ 
gums, and a large sum of money was 
handed over to the English agent. But 
this sum fell far short of the amount of 
the nabob’s debt to the Company, and 
still farther short of the supposed amount 
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a,sure. The elder Begum so- 
o tested that she had no more 
she had nothing left except 
^goods; but Middleton would not 
believe her, and he left the two eunuchs 
in?their horrible captivity, and the Be¬ 
gums themseJves such close prisoners, 
and so straitened in their supplies that 
they, with their numerous female attend¬ 
ants, w ore half-starved. Eight days after 
the first storming of the palace Middleton 
wrote to the officer commanding the 
sepoys: “ Sir, when this note is delivered 
to you, I have to desire that you order 
the two prisoners to be put in irons, keep¬ 
ing them from all food, &c., agreeable to 
my instructions of yesterday.” It seems 
scarcely possible to credit that such a 
note could be written by any Englishman 
at the end of the eighteenth century. A 
more infernal document never proceeded 
from King John, or the worst of his 
agents, when it was the fashion to torture 
Jews in England for the same purpose, 
and when the nation had hardly begun to 
emerge from barbarity. Middleton’s cool 
“ &c.,” which might include every horror 
that man can inflict or endure, seems to 
us the maximum—the very essence of the 
atrocious! Under fresh sufferings the 
two eunuchs undertook, by a written en¬ 
gagement, to furnish some more money on 
their ow r n credit or out of their own effects 
in the course of one month. Middleton 
took their engagement, but kept them in 
their dungeon all the same. The avarice 
of the Begums relented again, and they 
produced more money, and then more, 
until upwards of 500,000/. sterling were 
received by Middleton, who then began 
to doubt whether they really had any 
more. The last payment was made in 
clearance of the engagement or bond 
which had been extorted from the eunuchs, 
but it fell short of the total amount of that 
bond by several thousand pounds. It 
was therefore resolved to continue the 
imprisonment, the starving, and the tor¬ 
ture of those two beings, who, like their 
mistresses, vowed that there was no more 
money—that not a single rupee more 
could possibly be procured unless they 
were restored to their liberty, and allowed 
to go forth among friends and bankers to 
raise money upon credit. But Middleton 


and Hastings, and their active,agl 
these money-extorting processes, ^libujl 
that suffering and agony might quicken 
the old men’s memories and lead to the 
discovery of some other hiding-places, 
and they were ordered to be kept where 
they were, and as they were, with their 
emaciated bodies loaded with chains. 
When months had passed, the officer in 
command of the sepoy guard wrote to 
Middleton at Lucknow, to inform him 
that the two prisoners, Behar Ali Khan 
and Jewar Ali Khan, who seemed to be 
“ very sickly/’ implored that their irons 
might be taken off for a few days, and 
that they might be allowed to take a 
little air in the garden. “ Now,” said the 
officer, “ as 1 am sure that they will be 
equally secure without their irons as with 
them, I think it my duty to inform you 
of this request. 1 desire to know your 
pleasure concerning it.” The resident’s 
pleasure was that the prayer should be 
refused, and that no alleviation of misery 
should be allowed. And a few days after 
this the two eunuchs were informed that, 
unless they produced more money, they 
would be brought in their chains over to 
Lucknow, there to be subjected to a still 
harder fate, and made to answer for other 
crimes. These threats terrified the old 
men out of their senses, and seemed to 
make a deep impression on the Begums, 
who did not, however, come forward with 
any more money. The captives were 
therefore carried to Lucknow, the capital 
of Oude. There they were kept in an Eng¬ 
lish prison, or, at least, their gaolers and 
guards were English officers and sepoys 
in the Company’s service. But, out of 
deference to the superior skill of the 
nabob’s people in the art of torturing, or 
out of some lingering remains of English 
feeling, or out of a paltry notion of cheat¬ 
ing the fiend with a “ Thou canst not say 
I did it,” Middleton and his gang now 
left the more active part of the business 
to the officers or torturers of Asoff-ul- 
Dowla. The assistant resident wrote to 
the English officer a note perhaps more 
atrocious than that which Middleton had 
written at Fyzabad. Like that note it 
was horribly brief. It was to this effect: 
li Sir, the nabob having determined to 
inflict corporeal punishment upon the 
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pJon4r§ | under your guard, this is to 
^Jire/ that his officers, when they shall 
inaj have free access to the pri- 
sone^arul be permitted to do with them 
asmey shall see proper.” 

While these things were doing at 
Lucknow, the imprisonment of the Be¬ 
gums and the semi-starvation of their 
household were continued at Fyzabad. 
At last, however, when the horrible pro¬ 
ceedings had lasted altogether more than 
a year, and when Hastings had procured, 
in specie, in jewels, in bills, in household 
goods—for nothing was spared—not even 
the table utensils of the Begums—a sum 
considerably exceeding a million sterling, 
orders were sent from Calcutta, through 
the resident at Lucknow, to cease the 
persecution of the two old women in 
the “Beautiful Residence,” and to libe¬ 
rate the two old eunuchs, who had been 
restored to their original dungeon at 
Fyzabad. The governor-general and the 
resident hoped that they had so managed 
the whole transaction that the cruelty and 
the rigour, or the greater part of it, would 
fall to the share of the nabob, and the 
mildness and the mercy to themselves. 
The resident declared to the Begums 
that it was none but, the governor-general 
that had restored them “ to their dignity 
and consequence and the two broken¬ 
hearted old men were told that they 
owed their life and liberty to the resident 
at Lucknow and the great man at Cal¬ 
cutta. The English officer commanding 
the sepoy guard at the time of the libera¬ 
tion—apparently a silly man, but not bad- 
hearted—was taught the same lesson. In 
describing to the resident the enlarge¬ 
ment of the two eunuchs, and the joy of 
the Begums, and of the city of Fyzabad 
in general, this officer said—“ In tears of 
joy, Behar, and Jewar Ali Khan expressed 
their sincere acknowledgments to the 
governor-general, his excellency the 


* The resident nt this moment was not Mid¬ 
dleton, but Bristow, the former nominee of 
Francis, Clavering, and Monson, who had been 
reinstated at Lucknow by the positive commands 
of the court of directors. It does not appear, 
however, that liristow was a whit more scru¬ 
pulous or merciful than Middleton, whom Hast¬ 
ings, in more than one letter, treats as a milksop, 
deficient in energy, too much moved by old 
women’s tears, &c. &c. 


nabob-vizier, and to you, sir, for rei 
them to that invaluable blessing, liubi 
for wliich they would ever retain^ 
most grateful remembrance : and at their 
request I transmit you the enclosed let¬ 
ters. I wish you had been present at the 
enlargement of the prisoners. The qui¬ 
vering lips with the tears of joy stealing 
down the poor men's cheeks, was a scene 
truly affecting. If the prayers of these 
poor men will avail, you will at the last 
trump be translated to the happiest re¬ 
gions in heaven.” We are hot informed 
how the resident looked, or how Hastings 
felt, at the perusal of this letter, aud the 
reference to the day of judgment, when 
all secrets would be revealed, and when 
no juggle or mystery would avail them.* 
As all the money extorted — wrung, at 
last, from the Begums and their servants, 
drop by drop, like blood from their hearts 
—was not enough for the wants of the Com¬ 
pany, for the support of the rui nous war in 
the Carnatic, for the operations on the side 
of Bombay, and for subsidies or presents 
to keep the Mahrattas quiet, and as the 
sums collectively did not cover the debt 
claimed from the Nabob of Dude, the re¬ 
venues of the jaghires which had been 
taken from the Begums were claimed and 
appropriated by the governor-general. 
During the conferences at Chimar the 
nabob offered and Hastings accepted a 
present of 100,000/. This, on the part of 
the governor-general, was altogether ille¬ 
gal, for, though there had been no such . 
laws at the time of Clive's dealings with 
Meer Jaffier, there now existed the most 
positive prohibitions against the Com¬ 
pany’s servants receiving any such pre¬ 
sents. Hastings and his friends appear, 
at first, to have maintained that he only 
accepted the present in order to have 
something more to apply to the public 
service. But, as the nabob had no ready 
money, he drew bills upon one of the 
great Indian bankers, and these bills could 
not be negotiated without giving publicity 
to what was in itself an illegal act. A 
good many months after, Hastings re¬ 
vealed the transaction to the court of di¬ 
rectors; but as it has been observed—“as 


* All the astounding facts here related were in 
evidence on Hastings’s trial. 
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i of concealing the transaction 
6t* pe imputed to Mr. Hastings, 
ar as evidence appears, so in 

_ he disclosure cannot be imputed 

to him as virtue, since no prudent man 
would have risked the chance of discovery 
which the publicity of a banker's] trans¬ 
actions implied/’* Hastings, moreover, 
in this letter to the directors, begged to 
be permitted to keep the money as a re¬ 
ward for his late important services. He 
had hitherto saved little, arid the 100,000/. 
would not have been a bad contribution 
to a fortune to retire upon. 

In the same conferences at Chunar, the 
affairs of Fyzoola Khan, the last of the 
great Bohilla chiefs that remained in 
Rohilcund, came under discussion. By 
the treaty between this chief and the 
Nabob of Oude, which the Company had 
guaranteed, Fyzoola Khan was to be al¬ 
lowed quiet possession of a certain terri¬ 
tory near the Rohilcund frontier, with a 
revenue estimated at 15 lacs per annum, 
he being bound, besides other sacrifices, 
to cease all connection or intercourse with 
the other Bohilla chiefs. Complaints, 
true or false, had been raised by the court 
of Oude, that Fyzoola Khan disregarded 
his engagements, and was making himself 
strong and dangerous in Rohilcund. Yet 
at the breaking out of the war with France, 
Fyzoola, as bound by his treaty, sent 
some troops to join the Nabob of Oude, 
the ally of the English, and promised to 
send more. Hastings and the council 
hereupon recommended the Nabob of 
Oude to make an instant demand for 
5000 Bohilla horse, “ as the quota stipu¬ 
lated by the treaty.” But the treaty sti¬ 
pulated no such thing — what it stipulated 
was, that Fyzoola Khan should never 
retain in his service * more than 5000 
men, and that, whenever the nabob-vizier 
wanted them, he should send 2000 or 
3000 of his troops to join him — the word 
in the treaty was troops, not horse. Fy¬ 
zoola Khan represented these things to 
the nabob, assuring him that all the ca¬ 
valry he had did not exceed 2000. The 
nabob reported the Khan’s answer to Has¬ 
tings, who, after some curious quibbling 
about tlie meaning of the treaty, ordered 

_ * Mill. 


that a deputation, consisting partly of ^ 
cers from the Nabob of Oude and parti 
of English officers to represent the Cor 
pany as guarantees of the treaty, should 
immediately wait upon Fyzoola Khan, to 
demand on the instant 3000 horse, and, in 
case of any refusal or evasion, to declare 
the treaty broken and the guarantee of the 
Company void. The khan again quoted 
the document, which said troops , not horse, 
and which stipulated that the number of 
his contingent was to be 3000, or only 
2000, according to bis ability; but after 
making these representations he offered 
to furnish 2000 horse and 1000 foot if a 
little time were allowed him, to pay down 
in advance money enough to satisfy these 
troops for a whole year, and to be regular 
and punctual in his future payments. 
But the deputation would not accede to 
propositions which far exceeded what the 
Bohilla chief was bound to, and they, in 
obedience to their orders, made the decla¬ 
ration and protest which left the treaty a 
piece of waste paper. The meaning of 
all this was that Asoff-ul-Dowla was han¬ 
kering after the remnant of Rohilcund, 
and that Hastings was determined to gra¬ 
tify him. Except the protest, nothing, 
however, was done till Asoff-ul-Dowla 
and Hastings met face to face on the rock 
of Chunar, and the nabob consented ;to 
the conditions which have been described. 
Then, in the treaty there made, the go¬ 
vernor-general inserted and signed an 
article affirming that., as .Fyzoola Khan 
had, by breach of treaty, forfeited the 
protection of the English government, and 
was causing “ by his present independent 
state, great alarm and detriment to the 
nabob-vizier,” lie the said nabob should be 
permitted, “ when time should suit,” to re¬ 
sume possession of his territory. This 
clause, however, was scarcely signed ere 
Hastings informed the council it Calcutta 
that it was to be looked upon as a mere 
sham to gratify the Nabob of Oude for 
the present; that no active measures for 
dispossession were to be allowed, as he 
was of opinion that neither the real in¬ 
terests of Oude nor the interests of the 
Company w T ould be promoted by despoil¬ 
ing Fyzoola Khan, or depriving him of 
his independence. “And I have there¬ 
fore,” said he, “ reserved the execution of 
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merit to any indefinite term; 
bvernment may always interpose 
fipvpd any ill effects from it.” Asoft- 
vla’s impatience, however, was not 
to be controlled; and when the Company 
had got the money of the Begums, and 
nearly all the advantages for which Has¬ 
tings had stipulated in the Chunar treaty, 
he became clamorous for permission to 
drive out the last of the Rohillas. At the 
time of the first Rohilla war that turbulent 
and martial people were, no doubt, dan¬ 
gerous to Oude arid to the territories of 
the Company, but this could scarcely be 
the case at present, when the far greater 
part of them were dispossessed and scat¬ 
tered over Upper India, unless the danger 
consisted in their presenting an opening 
across the frontier, and into the heart of 
Oude, to some fresh invaders—some con¬ 
federacy of Rohillas and other kindred 
tribes in the north of India, whose faces 
were generally turned towards the rich 
south. It does not appear, however, that 
this cause of alarm was set forth, or that 
there was any proof or even appearance 
of Fyzoola Khan’s entertaining any views 
beyond the quiet possession of the terri¬ 
tory ceded to him. In a short time Has¬ 
tings induced the nabob to agree that it 
would be proper and advantageous to give 
up the notion of invasion and disposses¬ 
sion for another payment in hard cash; 
and an English officer was dispatched to 



ask fifteen lacs of rupees from the 1 

who for this sum was to be secured_ 

in his jaghire, and that jaghire to be made 
perpetual and hereditary in his family. 
The money was to be paid into the hands 
of the Company, who were to keep it in 
part liquidation of the Nabob of Dude’s 
inextinguishable debt. But Fyzoola Khan 
protested that he had not fifteen lacs— 
that there was not so much money in all 
his country;—and the bargain could not 
be concluded. As there was no money 
to be procured, Hastings, who afterwards 
confessed that his conduct towards the 
Rohilla chief had been blameable, put his 
interdict on any hostile proceedings by 
the Nabob of Oude; and Fyzoola Khan 
kept possession of his territory till his 
death, which happened thirteen years 
after, and when he had attained a patri¬ 
archal age. This able chief, favoured by 
political circumstances which he neither 
made nor controlled, but which were of 
inestimable benefit to him as tending to 
keep him and the country around him 
comparatively undisturbed, left his little 
dominion in a high state of cultivation 
and prosperity. The thriving and peace¬ 
ful aspect which this corner of Rohilcund 
presented at the end of the year 1794 
seems to be incorrectly assumed by some 
writers as true of the whole of the country 
at the time of the first Rohilla war in the 
year 1774. 
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CHAPTER XIX 


The surrender of Lord Cornwallis at 
York Town put an end to the American 
war, and to the ministry which had so 
wofully mismanaged it. On the 20th of 
March, 1782, Lord North resigned, and 
the formation of the joint Rockingham 
and Shelburne administration brought 
Mr. Burke into place, though not into the 
cabinet. Various changes and reforms 
were then precipitated, and measures of 
rigour adopted, which the indolence and 
good nature of the late premier had shrunk 
from. Philip Francis, ever since his re¬ 
turn from India, had possessed himself of 
Burke’s ear, had filled it with monstrously 
exaggerated accounts of Hastings’s pro¬ 
ceedings, had represented Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, the chief judge, as the vile instrument 
of the governor, and had filled the ex¬ 
citable mind of Burke with indignation 
and horror. The art employed by Francis 
must have been consummate, for the great 
orator and statesman never recovered 
from his delusion, nor looked upon Indian 
affairs except through the jaundiced or¬ 
gans of Francis. Now, Burke almost en¬ 
tirely directed the nominal premier, the 
Marquess of Rockingham, and the effects 
of this ascendency were soon seen in re¬ 
lation to India. On the 3rd of May it 
was settled that Sir Elijah Impey should 
be recalled ; and the letter of recall was 
afterwards written and dispatched by 
Lord Shelburne, Secretary of State.* 
Some weeks after this, Hastings himself 
ran a narrow chance of being recalled as 
a criminal. On the 9th of April (1782) 
Dundas, as chairman of the secret com- 


* Lord Shelburne’s letter of recall was dated 
the 8th of July. The great driver in this business 
was Philip Francis, a man whose motives of action 
seem always to have had a large alloy of personal 
feelings and animosities. The following story 
of his Indian life is told by one who was perso¬ 
nally acquainted with moat of the parties men¬ 
tioned ; and, as far as wo know, no important 


mittee, moved that their reports should bo 
referred to a committee of the whole House; 
and in the speech which he delivered 
on this occasion he condemned every¬ 
thing that had been done in India, and 
held up the conduct of all the three presi¬ 
dencies, of nearly every important func- 

particular in it has ever received contradiction;— 
“ Strong resentment was a leading feature in his 
(Francis’s) character. I have beard him avow 
this sentiment more openly and more explicitly 
than 1 ever heard any other man avow it in the 
whole course of my life; I hate heard him pub¬ 
licly suy in the House of Commons, ‘Sir Elijah 
is not fit to sit in judgment on any matter where I 
am interested, nov am I lit to sit in jnr'gment on 
him.’ A relation of the ground of this ill-will 
may bo amusing. Mrs. lo Grand, the wife of a 
gentleman in the civil service of Bengal, was ad¬ 
mired for her beauty, for the sweetness of her 
temper, ami for her fascinating accomplishments. 
She attracted the attention of Mr. Francis. This 
gentleman, by means of a rope ladder, got into 
her apartment iu the night. After ho had re¬ 
mained there about three-quarters of an hour, 
there was an alarm, and Mr. Francis came down 
from the lady’s apartment by the rope-ladder, at 
the foot of which he was seized by Mr. le Grand’s 
servants. An action was brought by Mr. le Grand 
against Mr. Francis, in the supreme court of Cal¬ 
cutta. The judges in that court assess the damages 
in civil actions without the intervention of a jury. 
The gentlemen who at that time filled this situa¬ 
tion were Sir Elyah Impey, chief justice, Sir Ro¬ 
bert Chambers, und Mr. Justice Hyde. I was 
intimate with the first and the third from early 
life, having lived with them ou the Western Circuit. 
On the trial of this cause, Sir Hebert Chambers 
thought that , ai no criminality had been jrroved, no 
damages should be given . But he afterwards pro¬ 
posed to give 30,000 rupees, which are worth about 
3000/. sterling. Mr. Justice Hyde was for giving 
100,000 rupees. I believe that Mr. Justice Hvde 
was as upright a judge ns ever sat on any bench*; 
but he had an implacable hatred to those who in¬ 
dulged in the crime imputed to Mr. Francis. ;Sir 
Elijah Impey was of opinion that, although no 
criminal intercourse had been proved, yet that the 
wrong done by Mr. Francis to Mr. le Grand iu en¬ 
tering Jiis wife's apartment in the night, and 
thereby destroying her reputation, ought to be 
compensated w ith liberal damages- He thought 
the sum of 30,000.rupees, proposed by Sir Robert 
Chambers, tyo small, and that proposed by Mr. 
Hycte, of 100,000, too large, He, therefore, sug- 
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the Company, to censure and 
:e. A bill of pains and penalties 
ght in against Sir Thomas Rum- 


gested a middle course of 50,000 rupees. This 
proposal was acquiesced in by ius two colleagues. 
When Sir Elqah Impey was delivering the judg¬ 
ment of the court, my late friend Mr. Justice 
Hyde could not conceal his eager zeal on the 
subject; and when Sir Elijah named the sum of 
50,000 rupees, Mr. Justice Hyde, to the amuse¬ 
ment of the bystanders, called out, * * Siecas, 
brother Impey,’ which are worth eleven percent, 
more than the current rupees. Perhaps this story 
may not be thought worthy of relation; but it 
gave occasion to that animosity which Mr. Francis 
publicly avowed against Sir Elijah Impey; and 
the criminal charge, afterwards brought against 
him in the House of Commons, was the offspring 
of that animosity. I will follow up this auecdote 
by mentioning the consequences of the action 
brought by Mr. le Grand. The lady was divorced; 
she was obliged to throw herself under the pro¬ 
tection of Mr. Francis for subsistence. After a 
short time she left him and went, to England. In 
London she fell into the company of M. Talley¬ 
rand de Perigord. Captivated by her charms, ho 
prevailed on her to accompany him to Paris, 
where he married her.”— Recollections and Reflec¬ 
tion*, Personal and Political , as connected with 
Public Aflhin, during the Reign of George III.; 
bo John NichollSy Esg., Member of the House of 
Commons in theflfteenth. sixteenth, and eighteenth 
Parliaments of Great Britain. 

If the stories told by the Parisians of Madame 
Talleyrand, Princess of Benevento—whom bv the 
way they call Madame Grant, and not Madame 
le Grand—be true, the lady’s accomplishments 
were not of a literary kind. Madame le Grand 
was a native of Pondicherry; Monsieur, her hus¬ 
band, w as a Swiss. He lost his fortune, including 
Francis’s sicca rupees; and, at the peace of 
Amiens, went over to Paris to seek a new one, or 
to solicit a place under Napoleon’s government, 
through the patronage of his ex-wife and M. de 
Talleyrand 1 What followed was a tour d'ndresse 
worthy of the great master Talleyrand. He was 
Bent ou t as governor to Batavia, but without proper 
credentials, and was disclaimed at the seat of go¬ 
vernment 1 He resented this treatment by writing 
a libel on Madame la Princesse, who bought up 
and destroyed the few copies that were printed. 
The end of M. le Grand wo know not; but for the 
humanity of Talleyrand it might be very well 
fancied ho ended his days in Finistrelle, or some 
other fortress, as a state prisoner. It. appears 
that, during his stay in India, Francis lost his own 
wile by death ; and Lord Byron somewhere men¬ 
tions a letter written by the unloving husband, 
while her dead body was yet in the house, that 
struck him with horror. 

[Since writing the above, we have found a brief 
mention of Monsieur le Grand in Sir James Mac¬ 
kintosh’s journal of his voynge from India. Sir 
James met the peripatetic Swiss at the Cape of 
Good Hope, in January, 1812.—“ At the *African 
Uub, where l went to read newspapers and re¬ 
views, I met Monsieur Grand, the lirst husband of 



bold, late president of Madras, 
read a, first time, arid afterwards \ 
in a manner not very honourable either to 
the House or to the party accused. On the 
30t,h of May, Dundas, who had grounded 
his accusations on intelligence tbeD re¬ 
cently received and scarcely authenticated, 
of the destruction of the Rajah of Benares, 
moved a resolution to the effect—“ That 
Warren Hastings,. Esq., Governor-Gene¬ 
ral of Bengal, having in sundry instances 
acted in a manner repugnant to the honour 
and policy of this nation, and thereby 
brought great calamities on India and enor¬ 
mous expenses on the East India Com¬ 
pany, it is the duty of the directors to pur¬ 
sue all legal and effectual means for the 
removal of the said governor-general, &c., 
and to . recall him to Great Britain.” * 
But this motion was made at a moment 
when the danger of India was at its height 
—when, according to the last news that 
could have been received in England, 
Hyder Ali and the French were masters 
of a great part of the Carnatic, and Bussy 
was expecting great reinforcements from 
Europe; and, notwithstanding many quar¬ 
rels or disagreements with him, a ma¬ 
jority of the court of directors, and a most 
decided majority among the holders of 
India stock, were of opinion that Hastings 
alone was capable of guiding tlieir in¬ 
terests through this terrible storm, and of 
piofiting by the calm that might follow 
it. There was, moreover, the instinctive 
dread of any interference or exercise of 
direct authority by the crown or by par¬ 
liament, which were about equally sus¬ 
pected of the design, or at least of a wish, 
to assume the entire powers of govern¬ 
ment in India. The measure also lost 
the efficacious countenance and protection 
of ministers, or of that'part of the ministry 
where hostility to Hastings and deference 
to. the opinions of Burke were most pro¬ 
minent—for the Ma rquess of Rockingham 
died at this critical moment, and though 


Madame Talleyrand; he is rather a gentleman¬ 
like old man, a native of Lausanuc, sent here with 
an office during the peace.”— Journal in Memoirs 
of the Li fe of Mackintosh , edited by his .Srw.l 

* Dimdas’s resolution included William Horn¬ 
by, Esq , president of the council of Bombay, 
who was charged with the same general faults, 
and who was also t;o bo recalled. 
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yresplution had been adopted, no 
'(fos were taken. Indeed, this 
would be sufficiently accounted 
Ke immediate disseverance of the 
Rockingham and Shelburne parties, by 
the bitter contentions which ensued be¬ 
tween them, and by the all-absorbing sub¬ 
ject of the American peace then negotiat¬ 
ing. On the other side, the directors and 
the shareholders friendly to Hastings were 
uncommonly active and determined. At 
a great meeting of the proprietors of India 
stock, held on the 31st of October (1782), 
it was determined by a large majority that 
the resolution of the House of Commons 
should be set at defiance, and that Has¬ 
tings should not be recalled; and a reso¬ 
lution of their own was adopted, affirming, 
with perfect truth, that they were intrusted 
by law with the right of naming and re¬ 
moving their governor-general; and that 
they were not bound to obey the direc¬ 
tions of a single branch of the legislature 
with respect to such nomination or re¬ 
moval. At the re-assembling of parlia¬ 
ment Dundas harangued against these 
proceedings in .Leadeuhall-street, as being 
of a most dangerous tendency, and, in the 
highest degree, insulting to the authority 
of the House. But in the middle of this 
session—on the 5th of April, 1783—the 
Shelburne ministry, which had been 
patched up on the death of Lord Rock¬ 
ingham, was shattered and dissolved, after 
being only nine months in office, by the 
jealousy and enmity of the Rockingham- 
ites. Then the memorable coalition mi¬ 
nistry succeeded to a still shorter tenure 
of office; and Dundas, who was too cun¬ 
ning to couple his fortunes with it, re¬ 
mained in a high patriotic state of oppo¬ 
sition—in a state not likely to win minis¬ 
terial favour to any scheme of his pro¬ 
posing; and the coalition, unpopular as 
it was out of doors, commanded an over¬ 
whelming majority in the House of Com¬ 
mons. Besides, Indian reforms were the 
peculiar province of Burke.* It must, 

* Major Scott relates some amusing particulars 
about Lord North at this time. Burke, among 
other crimes and misdemeanors, had imputed 
peculation to the governor-general. “ Do you 
Know,” said Lord North, speaking to Governor 
Johnstone, while the major was present, “ that 
Major Scott flew into a violent passion yesterday 
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therefore, have been without anyl 
success that Dundas rose on the 1 __ 
April to introduce a bill, providing that 
the king should have the power of recall¬ 
ing the principal servants of the company, 
&c.; to repeat his former arguments for 
the recall of Hastings; and to recommend 
Lord Cornwallis, who had recently lost 
his army and capitulated to the Americans 
and French, as the proper man to be the 
Governor-General of India. Although 
Cornwallis had been so unfortunate, lie 
retained the esteem*and warm good-will of 
the king; and, though not a man of bril¬ 
liant abilities either as a general or as a 
statesman—we believe that there would 
have been in India some worse capitula¬ 
tion than that of York Town if his lord- 
ship had been in Hastings’s place between 
the years 1779 and 1783—he had many 
estimable and even high qualities; among 
which was a disinterestedness or a disre¬ 
gard to money, marvellous in those days. 
“ Here,” exclaimed Dundas, alluding to 
Lord Cornwallis, “here is no broken for¬ 
tune to be mended, no avarice to be gra¬ 
tified ! Here is no beggarly mushroom 
kindred to be provided for! No crew of 
hungry followers gaping to be gorged 1” 
Fox’s unfortunate East India Bill, which 
was brought forward on the 11th of No¬ 
vember of the same year (1783), and 
which would have overthrown Hastings 
if it had been passed, overthrew the ooali- 


in his majesty’s presence ? ami what do vou 
think it was for ? Why, because Mr. Burke had 
made use of the word peculation in the House. 
Now you know that peculation is a very common 
word in our House, and strict parliamentary lan¬ 
guage.” The major said that was true enough, 
and that he had often heard Mr. Burke apply 
the same word to his lordship- “ There was a 
time, my lord,” added Scott, “ when Mr. Burke 
persecuted your lordship with as much invete¬ 
racy as he does now Mr. Hastings.” “ True,” 
replied the easy-minded ex-minister; “ they 
badgered me till they turned me out; and shall 
I tell you a secret? They will badger Hastings 
till they rout him out too .”—Letter to Hastings , 
dated the \ Sth of July, 1783, as given by Gleig . 

In an earlier letter Scott describes the character 
of North with aome truth. He tells Hastings— 
“ If he had remained in office you would have 
been supported as vigorously- as it was in the 
nature of Lord North to support any man. Ilia 
lordship, with wit, knowledge, integrity, and 
abilities equal to any of his successors, was cer¬ 
tainly so indolent as to be the worst minister for 
the public this country has ever had.”— Id. 
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itry. Mr. Pitt then ascended 
diich he was destined to occupy 
pg a period; and it was under 
administration that the sceptre 
he Governor-General of Bengal was 
broken. On the 13th of August, 1784, 
Pitt's Indian Bill was passed into a law. 
It instituted the Board of Control, by 
which ever since the government of India 
may be said to have been directed. It 
did" not, like Mr. Fox’s bill, claim the 
nomination of the members of this con¬ 
trolling power for the House of Commons, 
but left, it solely to the crown. It did not 
abolish the two existing courts of directors 
and proprietors, as Fox had proposed to 
do, but it created a secret committee, 
which was to absorb nearly the whole of 
the diminished power that was left to the 
directors, and it greatly curtailed the 
powers of the court of proprietors. It 
enacted that, every individual who had 
held any office of trust in India should, 
on his return home, disclose the amount 
of the fortune he brought, with him, and 
it provided a new tribunal for the trial 
and punishment of offences liable to be 
committed in India, or “ for the prosecu¬ 
ting and bringing to speedy and condign 
punishment British subjects guilty of ex¬ 
tortion and other misdemeanors, while 
holding offices in the service of the king 
or Company in India.”* The hoard of con¬ 
trol was to be composed of six commis¬ 
sioners, all members of the privy council, 
chosen by the king,of whom the chancellor 
of the exchequer and one of the principal 
secretaries of state were to be two; and 

* This clause, which, as it originally stood, 
was strangely conceived, soon became a dead 
letter, and was, we believe, never once acted 
upon. 'I’lie new and extraordinary court for the 
trial of Indian delinquents was to be formed of 
four members of the House of Lords ami 9ix of 
the House of Commons, to be chosen bv their 
respective Houses, and of one Judge from each 
of the common law courts in Westminster Hall. 
They were to have power to send for papers, 
persons, and records; to commit to prison for 
all prevarication; to compel witnesses, by 
punishment, ns for a misdemeanor, to attend 
their summonses, and to force them to give evi¬ 
dence, by fine or imprisonment, at their own 
discretion The British subjects in India took 
the alarm, as well they might, and soon began 
to pour in petitions and representations. Sub¬ 
sequently the clause was somewhat remodelled 
ana changed. 



in absence of the chancellor oil 
chequer and the principal secret^! 
senior of the remaining four was 1 
side. As neither of the two great func¬ 
tionaries named were ever likely to find 
time for a constant attendance, the whole 
business soon rested with that senior, 
known by the name of the President of 
the Board of Control, who is essentially a 
secretary of state for the India depart¬ 
ment. In the act, however, the authority 
was vested in the plural number—iu com¬ 
missioners. These commissioners were 
not to interfere in commercial matters, but 
in all other matters their power was most 
extensive. They were vested with a con¬ 
trol and superintendence over alt civil, 
military, and revenue officers of the Com¬ 
pany, and the directors were obliged to 
lay before them all papers relative to the 
management of their possessions, and to 
obey all orders which they received from 
them on points connected with their civil 
or military government, or the revenues 
of their territories. The commissioners 
were obliged to return the copies of papers 
which they received from the directors in 
fourteen days, with their approbation, or 
to state at large their reasons for disap¬ 
proving of them; and their dispatches, so 
approved or amended, were to be sent to 
India, unless the commissioners should 
attend to any representations of the court 
of directors respecting further alterations 
in them. The court of directors had no 
power to send any orders regarding their 
civil or military government without the 
sanction of the commissioners; but these 
might (if the directors neglected to send 
true copies of their intended dispatches, 
upon any subject, within fourteen days) 
send by themselves orders and instruc¬ 
tions relative to the civil or military con¬ 
cerns of the Company to any of the presi¬ 
dencies of India: and these instructions 
the court of directors were, in such case, 
bound to forward. If the commissioners 
forwarded any orders to the court of 
directors on points not relating to the 
civil or military government, or to the 
revenues of the territorial possessions of 
the Company, the directors might appeal 
to the king and council. In all cases of 
secrecy, and particularly such as related 
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rlfjeace with the native powers of 
ho Commissioners had the power 
their orders to the local go- 
_tit of India through a secret com¬ 
mittee of the court of directors, which 
committee, by the act, could in this case 
only be considered as the vehicle of the 
instructions to the local authorities of 
India. The chief government in India 
was to consist of a governor-general and 
a council of three, of whom the com- 
raander-in-chief of the forces for the time 
being was to be one, and to have a voice 
and precedence next after the governor- 
general ; but the said commander-in- 
chief was not to succeed as governor- 
general in the eveut of a death or va¬ 
cancy, unless by a special appointment of 
the court of directors. The constitution 
of the government of the subordinate 
presidencies of Madras and Bombay w r as 
the same as at Bengal, and at both the 
governor had, like the governor-general, 
a casting vote in council. But these two 
minor presidencies were placed com¬ 
pletely under the rule of the governor- 
general in council, ou all points con¬ 
nected with their relations or negotia¬ 
tions with the country powers, peace or 
war, and the application of their revenues 
and military forces. These subordinate 
presidencies were strictly prohibited from 
making war or peace without orders from 
the governor-general at Calcutta, or from 
the court of directors, or the secret com¬ 
mittee at home, except only in cases of 
sudden emergency or imminent danger, 
when it would be ruinous or unsafe to 
postpone such hostilities or treaties. The 
supreme government at Calcutta was to 
be intrusted with the power of suspending 
the governors of Madras and Bombay in 
case of any disobedience of orders; but 
the power of war and peace was now to 
be restrained even in the supreme go¬ 
vernment at Calcutta, it being declared 
by this act that, as the pursuit of schemes 
of conquest was repugnant to the wish, to 
the honour, and the policy of the British 
nation, it was not lawful for the governor- 
general in council, without the express 
authority of the court of directors or of 
the secret committee, to commence hos¬ 
tilities, or to enter into any treaty for 


making war against any of tl" 
princes or states in India, or iivtbl 
treaty guaranteeing the dominions cfr'suS 
princes or states, except when hostilities 
had been commenced or preparations ac¬ 
tually made for the attack of the British 
nation in India, or of some of the states 
and princes whose dominions the British 
nation was engaged by subsisting treaties 
to protect and defend. The right of recall 
was vested wholly in the crown:* the 
king was to have power to recall the go¬ 
vernor-general or any other officer of the 
Company; and, if the court of directors 
did not within two months nominate to 
vacancies which might occur in any of 
the principal charges or employments, 
such as governor-general, governor, com- 
mander-m-chief, or member of council, 
then the crown became possessed of the 
right to make such nomination. The 
patronage of India, by this bill, was left 
to the directors, but with material de¬ 
ductions ; for the king was to name the 
commander-in-chief, who was always to 
be second in council; and the governor- 
general, governors of Madras and Bom¬ 
bay, and members of all the three coun¬ 
cils, were subject to the approbation of 
the king, who was to have the power of 
recalling any or all of them. The secret 


* The directors were soon made to feel that 
this right of recall was pretty nearly tantamount 
to the right of nomination. In the month of 
October, 1784, before Pitt’s bill was two months 
old, the directors appointed Mr. Holland, an old 
servant, who had been iong at Madras, and was 
reputed to have ability, integrity, and an exten¬ 
sive knowledge of the country, to succeed Lord 
Macartney in the government, of that part of 
India, in case of his lordship’s resignation, death, 
or removal. The board of control objected to 
the choice. The court of directors persisted in 
their appointment, and intimated that fhe hoard 
of control were meddling in a matter that did not 
belong to them, inasmuch as by the lute act the 
power of appointing to such places mated with 
the directors. Hereupon the board of control 
said:—“ If the reasons which we have adduced 
do not satisfy the court of directors, we have cer¬ 
tainly no right, to control their opinion.” But 
at the same time they informed Mr. Holland 
that if he accepted the appointment and went to 
India, he would be recalled the moment he got. 
there. This settled the dispute; and Mr. Dun- 
das was allowed to nominate Sir Archibald 
Campbell, who, whatever were his other quali¬ 
fications, had the merit of being Dundas's friend. 

Q 2 
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which in effect was to share 
power with the board of con- 
to he chosen by the directors, 
to exceed the nuipber of three. 
By the clause in which the commissioners 
or board of control was authorised in all 
cases requiring secrecy to transmit their 
orders through this secret committee of 
three without communicating them to the 
court of directors, and to receive answers 
under the same concealment, the board of 
control and the committee of secrecy 
could interrupt and suspend, as often as 
they thought proper, the power of the 
court of directors. In fact, as far as 
related to all the higher functions of go¬ 
vernment in India, the court of directors 
was reduced to three, and these three, in 
conjunction with the president cf the 
board of control, formed the executive. 
The greatest outcry raised against Fox's 
India Bill was that it went to increase in 
a most dangerous degree the influence 
of the minister.* As Pitt's bill followed 
so closely on that scheme, and as all the 
exclamations and declamations made by 
himself and his party were fresh in the 
public mind, it was incumbent on him to 
shun as much as possible any appearance 
of an intention to increase the ministerial 
patronage, or that most envied part of it 
which lay in the distribution of new 
places of great profit. Hence no salaries 
were annexed to the offices of president 
or member of the board of control, Pitt 
pretending and openly stating, to serve 
the purpose of the moment, that these 
offices might always be filled without any 
increase of expense to the nation, or of 

* In the debate on Fox’s motion for leave to 
bring in his India Bill, Pitt had said, among 
other things still more pointed, “ Was it not 
the principal and declared object of this bill, 
that the whole system of Indian government 
should be placed in seven persons, and those 
under the immediate appointment of no other than 
the minister himselff” In a subsequent debate he 
had said that ho objected to the bill “ because it 
created anew and enormous influence by vesting 
in certain nominees of the minister all the pa¬ 
tronage of the East.” But Pitt’s exquisite 
alarms about the crown and constitution all 
subsided when these seven men -soon reduced, 
in effect, to four— were to be appointed solely by 
himself; when the three directors and the mem¬ 
bers of the privy council were to be, to all 
intents and purposes, his own nominees. 


influence to the crown, by indi 
holding other places of profit So gli 
an anomaly as that of public men doing 
double duty without double pay must 
have shocked the tenderest sensibilities 
of many members of both Houses; anti 
every one that reflected on this new con¬ 
stitution for the India Company, and on 
the extent of difficult and important busi¬ 
ness it put into the hands of the board of 
control, must have foreseen that so much 
w ork would not long be done for nothing. 
Burke, who is generally believed to have 
had more to do in the composition of the 
unfortunate India Bill brought in by the 
coalition than Fox, whose name it bears, 
declared that Pitt's bill in reality vested 
in the crown an influence paramount to 
any that had been created by Mr. Fox’s 
bill—that it put the whole East India 
Company into the hands of the crown. 
Fox said,—“ By whom is this board of 
superintendents to be appointed? Is it 
not by his majesty? .... Is not this 
giving power to the sovereign for the 
ends of influence, and for the extension 
of that system of corruption which has 
been so justly reprobated? .... The 
last parliament, to their imjnortal honour, 
voted the increasing influence of the 
crown to be inconsistent with public li¬ 
berty. The right honourable gentleman, 
in consequence'bf that vote, finds the in¬ 
fluence probably unequal to the great ob¬ 
jects of his administration. He is there¬ 
fore willing to take the present oppor¬ 
tunity of making his court where he 
knows our late doctrine will never be 
acceptable; and the plain language of 
the whole matter now is, that the pa¬ 
tronage of India must be appended to the 
executive power of this country, which 
otherwise will not be able to carry out 
schemes hostile to the constitution, in 
opposition to the House of Commons.” 
And, indeed, it can scarcely be denied 
that Pitt's bill gave as much influence 
and patronage to the crown as Fox's bill 
would have given to parliament; but, as, 
by the rejected hill, parliament was ouly 
to name the board of seven directors in 
the first instance, the power would in 
four years have reverted to the crown, 
so that the operation of the two bills in 
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he power of the crown would 
/pretty nearly equal. Fox did 
L propose the creation of a board 
htrol out of the members of his mar 
jesty’s privy council; but the seven su¬ 
preme and controlling directors named 
by the king could not be less dependent 
ou the crown than the members of the 
privy council selected by his majesty 
to be a board of control. In either case 
the influence of the crown would be 
nearly the same; but, in other points of 
view, Pitt’s scheme seems preferable to 
that of Fox. It had, for example, become 
essential that there should be, at least in 
all political matters, such as wars, trea¬ 
ties, &c., a perfect accordance between 
the government at home and the govern¬ 
ment in India; and that the two should 
not be pulling different ways, as they 
had so often done, not less to the dis¬ 
honour than to the loss of the nation, and 
not less to the disgrace of the home go¬ 
vernment than to the danger of the go¬ 
vernor-general, governors, and councils 
in India. Now, the only way of secur¬ 
ing this perfect accordance was to blend 
the two governments, and to put at the 
head of them, with an ample controlling 
power in India, men who were members 
of the British administration, or — as 
happened almost immediately after — a 
man who was in fact king’s secretary of 
state for Indian affairs, and one of the 
most essential parts of the national ad¬ 
ministration. It is altogether beyond 
our ingenuity to conjecture how the In¬ 
dian executive could have been reduced 
to a proper working number, or how the 
agreement and concord between the na¬ 
tional government and the Company, and 
its servants in India, could possibly have 
been brought about, without increasing 
the power and influence either of the 
crown or of the parliament. In w’hich 
hands, for the greater benefit of the li¬ 
berties of the nation, the deposit ought to 
have been made, we will not determine; 
but it appears to us that the surest way 
to throw the affairs of India info hope¬ 
less confusion, and eventually to lose our 
empire in the East, would have been to 
have left it wholly dependent on the 
conflicting votes of a popular assembly, 
not exempt from the ordinary vices and 


a 


I passions of mankind, not self-deny 
' triots or martyrs, hut, at the time* 
unhappily distinguished by what Oliver 
Cromwell called “ self-seeking.” 

The enormous debts of Mohammed 
Ali, Nabob of the Carnatic, or, as he was 
more commonly called in England, “ the 
Nabob of Arcot,” had been several times 
the subject of parliamentary discussion, 
and had for a long time excited the at¬ 
tention of the nation, who had been 
taught to believe that the greater part of 
the claims of the nabob’s creditors were 
fictitious and fraudulent. Mr. Macpher- 
son, a man of intrigue and ability, had 
come over to England as far back as the 
year 1768, to plead the cause of the In¬ 
dian prince with the English ministry, 
but in a secret and under-hand way. To 
the Duke of Grafton, who was then at 
the head of the cabinet, the acute Isle-of- 
Skye man represented that the nabob had 
personal merits as a statesman and a gen¬ 
tleman ; that Great Britain owed the rise 
of her power in India chiefly to him; 
that he was treated with indignity, and 
even tyranny, by the Company; and that 
the servants of the Company claimed from 
him sums of money which he did not 
owe. Macphersou employed his pen, 
which was a good one, in advocating the 
cause of the nabob in many publications ; 
he offered bribes or presents to the mi¬ 
nister—Grafton, that compound of vil- 
lany and violence, according to Junius 
and John Wilkes—who refused to ac¬ 
cept them; he offered bribes to the mi¬ 
nister’s secretary, but he also rejected 
them; and he next offered to advance 
seventy lacs of rupees, or even more, to 
the minister, as a loan for the public ser¬ 
vice, at the low interest of two per cent., 
but this also was declined. Either to 
rid themselves of a troublesome oppo¬ 
nent, or from a sense of his very great 
address and abilities, the Company pro¬ 
moted instead of dismissing this intrigu¬ 
ing servant; and from the time that Mac- 
pherson had attained the rank of p mem¬ 
ber of the supreme council of Calcutta, 
he had ceased to care about the sur¬ 
charged debts and grievances of the Na¬ 
bob of Arcot. The select committee of 
the House of Commons not only ex¬ 
pressed their disapprobation of Mac- 
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pifs appointment, but accused him 
ayuig by his “ flattering delusions,” 
f^aged extravagant hopes and ex- 
mions in the nabob of becoming an 
independent prince; and this, they said, 
had disturbed the peace of India, shaken 
the lawful government of the Company 
at Madras, &c. There were other re~ 
condite passages, into which we cannot 
enter, in this almost interminable bu¬ 
siness. “ The debts of the Nabob of Ar¬ 
cot,” " the Nabob of Arcot’s debts,” were 
sounds that rang through the land session 
after session, year after year, like some 
mysterious Shibboleth; and in every bill, 
in nearly every discussion on Indian af¬ 
fairs, it was said, and by every party in 
turn, that something must be done to 
effect a settlement, and to check a pro¬ 
gressive increase, by interest and com¬ 
pound interest, by agencies, brokerages, 
and additions of all kinds, that bade fair 
to rival the national debt of Great Bri¬ 
tain. Dundas, in his scheme for the 
management of Indian affairs, had pro¬ 
posed that the governor-general and the 
council “ should take into consideration 
the present state of the affairs of the Na¬ 
bob of Arcot, and inquire into and ascer¬ 
tain the origin, nature, and amount of his 
just debtsand then take the most speedy 
and effectual measures for discharging 
them. Fox 5 s India bill contained a clause 
to the same effect, together with a pro¬ 
vision to prevent those evils in future, by 
declaring it “ unlawful for any servant, 
civil or military, of the Company, to be 
engaged in the borrowing or lending of 
any money, or in any money transactions 
whatsoever, with any protected or other 
native prince.” Pitt’s India Bill was still 
more explicit. The clause in it was— 

“ Whereas very large sums of money are 
claimed to be due to British subjects by 
the Nabob of Arcot, .... be it 
enacted, that the court of directors shall, 
as soon as may be, take into consideration 
the origin and justice of the said demands; 
and that they shall give such orders to 
their presidencies and servants abroad 
for completing the investigation thereof, 
as the nature of the case shall require; 
and for establishing, in concert with 
the nabob, such fund for the discharge 
of those debts which shall appear to 


be justly due, as shall appear c9 

with the rights of the Compaii_ 

security of the creditors, and the ho¬ 
nour and dignity of the said nabob.” 
As this bill, and all the parts of it, had 
become law, and as further delay seemed 
impracticable or dangerous, the court of 
directors proceeded to act upon it, con¬ 
sidering that, by the words ox the clause, 
which mentioned nothing about the hoard 
of control, first called into existence by 
this bill, it was clearly and wholly de¬ 
volved upon them; nor do the words of 
the clause admit of any other interpreta¬ 
tion. Accordingly the directors drew up 
a set of instructions for their presiden¬ 
cies and servants in India, to inquire 
into the origin and justice of the said 
demands, &c.; and they transmitted 
copies of these instructions to the board 
of control merely for approbation: but, 
to their astonishment and consternation, 
the hoard of control, with the prepotent 
Dundas at its head (for he had assumed 
the lead immediately after the passing 
of Pitt’s bill, although Lord Sydney, one 
of the secretaries of state, had been ap¬ 
pointed to the office of president), took 
the whole matter into their own hands, 
and, with an intrepidity in injustice 
which has not often been surpassed, 
commanded and decreed that the Nabob 
of Arcot’s debts should be admitted in 
toto , without any inquiry at all, Dundas 
said, in this famous decree, that they 
were also to be discharged in toto; but 
to extract payment for such enormous 
sums was beyond his power and the 
limited duration of the life of man. The 
debts were divided by the board of con¬ 
trol into three classes; and twelve lacs 
annually were to be set apart by the 
nabob or by the Company administering 
for him, to pay interest for, and to go to 
the gradual liquidation of, the said debts. 
The current interest was to vary from 
six to ten and twelve per cent. The 
court of directors, whose hostility to 
Fox had materially contributed to place 
Pitt and Dundas in their proud pre-emi¬ 
nence, and who had expected a large 
return of ministerial gratitude—so cre¬ 
dulous at times are the most practised 
politicians—concealed their rage, and 
mildly represented to the board of con- 







WIN/S Tffy. 



THE NABOB OF AECOT’S DEBTS. 


be debts ought to be examined 
rig admitted; that they consi- 
inquiry as left to them; that 
_ brtion of the debts owing to the 
Company as a body ought certainly to be 
discharged before any private claims, 
&c.: they submitted to the consideration 
of the board whether inquiry could have 
done any harm, and they said, with a 
little more boldness, that their duty re¬ 
quired them to state their strongest dis¬ 
sent to the appropriation of the twelve 
lacs of rupees per annum by the board. 
They represented that the nabob had, 
long before the passing of the act, agreed 
to pay them seven lacs per annum in 
liquidation of their arrears; and they 
declared that, until their own debts 
should be discharged, they could by no 
means consent to give up any part of the 
seven lacs to the private creditors.* This 
correspondence between the court of di¬ 
rectors and the board of control passed 
in the autumn of 1784. Soon after the 
re-assembling of parliament. Fox, not 
without a little malicious exultation at 
the woful discovery made by tiie direc¬ 
tors, that they had caught a Tartar in 
Dundas, moved that the directions for 
inquiry, &c. which had been transmitted 
to India by the court of directors, should 
be laid before the House. The foulest 
motives were attributed to the great 
manager of the board of control in re¬ 
scinding those instructions. Dundas 
undertook the defence of the board of 
control, which was his own defence. 
He maintained that the conduct of the 
board had been within the strict letter of 
the statute (Pitt’s bill), inasmuch its that 
board w as enabled by a clause in the act 
to originate orders in cases of urgent 
necessity, and to direct their being trans¬ 
mitted to India; nor had the orders of 
the board about the nabob’s debts been 
given till after a careful and sufficient 
examination into the subject and the 
justice of the claims. He contended that 
the papers in the Company's records at 
the India House — which by the way 
Dundas had hardly seen, even at a dis¬ 
tance — contained as full information on 


• Appendix to Burke's Speech on the Nabob of 
Arcot’s Debts. 



every transaction relating to the ni 
debts as the court of directors could! 
hope to receive. He next proceeded to 
justify all the claims made on the nabob, 
merely hinting that inquiry would stiJi 
be open as to some of the private credi¬ 
tors. (This last hint, however, differed 
widely from the official letter of the 
board of control, which indicated no such 
possibility of inquiry, but affirmed — 
1. That it was inexpedient to keep the 
nabob’s debts longer afloat ; 2. That the 
final conclusion of the business would 
tend to promote tranquillity; and, 3. 
That the debts were admitted, inasmuch 
as the debtor, Mohammed Ali, had con¬ 
curred with the creditors in establishing 
the validity of their claims.) Dundas 
concluded with cautioning the House, if 
they wished to have an established go¬ 
vernment in India, not to suffer them¬ 
selves to imbibe prejudices against a board 
that w r as but newly instituted, and not to 
interfere with the executive poicer on all 
frivolous occasions. Mr. Smith, the chair¬ 
man of the court of directors, said that 
some of the private debts ordered to be 
paid by the board of control, without 
inquiry, might be just and unexception¬ 
able; but that others were of a very dif¬ 
ferent complexion. He . might be sup¬ 
posed to know as much of the records at 
the India House as the recently ap¬ 
pointed board of control could possibly 
know; and he was of opinion that they 
did not contain all the information re¬ 
quired. Smith was followed by Sir 
Thomas Rumbold, the late governor of 
Madras, whom Dundas had previously 
threatened with impeachment or a bill of 
pains and penalties. Rumbold threw 
suspicion on nearly all the debts public 
or private — the old debt of 17(37, the 
cavalry loan of 1777, and the consoli¬ 
dated debt of the same year, which last, 
he said, swallowed up all the others, by 
its magnitude and enormity. Many of 
the sums, he affirmed, had been lent to 
the nabob, in direct contradiction to the 
standing orders of the Company, which 
prohibited their servants from "lending 
money to the princes of the country; and 
he added that he believed this was not 
the worst circumstance attending that 
particular debt. But the impressio n 
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ffhese two speeches was nothing 
“Mo the effect produced by Burke, 
on this evening—the 28 th of 
ftary, 1785—to deliver his wonder¬ 
ful speech “on the Nabob of Arcot’s 
debts/’ Under the touch of this great 
master the crooked figures of accounts 
turned into glorious figures of rhetoric; 
and u subject as dry as the sand of the 
desert became interesting, succulent, and 
full of life, like the luxuriant vegetation 
of some Indian valley:—“ The times we 
live in, Mr. Speaker,” said Burke, “ have 
beeu distinguished by extraordinary 
events. Habituated, however, as we are, 
to uncommon combinations of men and 
affairs, I believe nobody recollects any¬ 
thing more surprising than the spectacle 
of this day. The right honourable 
gentleman (Dundas) whose conduct is 
now in question formerly stood forth in 
this House the prosecutor of the worthy 
baronet who spoke after him (Rumbold). 
He charged him with several grievous 
acts of malversation in office, with abuses 
of a public trust cif a great and heinous 
nature. In less than two years we see 
the situation of the parties reversed: and 
a singular revolution puts the worthy 
baronet in a fair way of returning the 
prosecution in a recriminatory bill of 
paius and penalties, grounded on a breach 
of public trust, relative to the govern¬ 
ment of the very same part of India. 
.... * But the change of relation 

* Tho charges brought against Sir Thomas 
Rumbold, late governor of Madras, &c„ and 
assuredly a corrupt and mercenary man, had 
been sufficiently heavy. The Company, disco¬ 
vering among other particulars, that, though his 
salary and emolument* did not exceed 20,000/. 
a-year, he had remitted to Europe as savings 
made iu less than three years 164,00!)/., dismissed 
him from their service’ iu 1781, together with 
four members of the council of Fort St. George. 

In April, 1782. Dundas, as chairman of the secret 
committee, had presented such a report and made 
such a speech against Sir Thomas, that it was 
impossible to avoid criminal proceedings. Ac¬ 
cordingly, some months after, Dundas himself 
had been allowed to draw up articles of charge, 
and to bring in a bill of pains and penalties for 
high crimes and misdemeunorscommitted by the 
said Sir Thomas Rumbold. But Rumbold had 
made an able defence, and, as the House grew 
weary of the business, and were agitated by 
the war of parties, the bill had been neglected, 
and after the dismissal of the coalition minis¬ 
try a motiou had been carried for adjourning 



between these two gentlemen is ui 
striking us the total difference of t 
deportment under the same unhappy cir¬ 
cumstances. Whatever the merits of the 
worthy baronet’s defence might have 
been, he did not shrink from the charge. 
He met it with manliness of spirit, and 
decency of beha viour. What would have 
been thought of him if he had held the pre¬ 
sent language of his old accuser ? When 
articles were exhibited against him by 
that light honourable gentleman, he did 
not think proper to tell the House that 
we ought to institute no inquiry, to in¬ 
spect no paper, to examine no witness. 
He did not tell us (what at that time he 
might have told us with some show of 
reason) that our concerns in India were 
matters of delicacy; that to divulge any¬ 
thing relative to them would be mis¬ 
chievous to the state. He did not tell us 
that those who would inquire into his 
proceedings were disposed to dismember 
the empire. He had not the presumption 
to say that, for his part, having obtained, 
in his Indian presidency, the ultimate 
object of his ambition, his honour was 
concerned in executing with integrity the 
trust which hud been legally committed 
to his charge; that others, not having 
been so fortunate, could not be so disin¬ 
terested ; and therefore their accusations 
coukl spring from no other source than 
faction, and envy to liis fortune. Had he 
been frontless enough to hold such vain, 
vapouring language in the face of a 
grave, a detailed, a specified matter of 
accusation, whilst he violently resisted 


the 'further consideration of the bill for six 
months; and so the whole matter was let drop 
just at tho time when Dundas, the original Pro¬ 
secutor, by coming into power with Pitt, might 
have continued the prosecution with sure effect. 
As long as the Rockingham party or the coali- 
tiou had been in office, Dundas had bitterly 
eompluined of obstacles thrown iu the path of 
justice, of the thin attendance and the indifference 
of the House to the delinquencies of Rumbold. 
It was impossible that all these circumstaur.es 
should not give rise to rumours very unfavour¬ 
able to Dundas. One of these rumours, as re¬ 
ported bv Sir Nathaniel Wraxall, was that Sir 
Thomas Rumbold entered into a very close con¬ 
nexion with Rigby, who was the intimate friend 
of Dundas, and, though no longer in office, 
“still possessed great capacities of being useftil, 
and was not snpposed to lie under the dominion 
of any fastidious scruples.” 
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5 which could bring the merits 
e to the test; had ho been wild 
anticipate the absurdities of 
by—that is, had he inferred, as his 
late accuser has thought proper to do, 
that he could not have been guilty of 
malversation in office for tins curious 
reason, that he had been in office; had he 
argued the impossibility of his abusing 
his power on this sole principle, that he 
had power to abuse, he would have left 
but one impression on the mind of every 
man who heard him and who believed 
him in Ms senses—that, in the utmost 
extent, he was guilty of the charges.” 
But it was for the House to consider 
whether the chancellor of the exchequer 
and his friend the treasurer of the navy, 
acting as a board of control, were justi¬ 
fied by law or policy in suspending the 
legal arrangements for inquiry made by 
the court of directors, in order to transfer 
the public revenues to the private emolu¬ 
ment of certain servants of the Company 
without the inquiry prescribed by par¬ 
liament. He maintained that the board 
of control had no right whatsoever to 
intermeddle in that business; that the 
intermeddling of ministers was a down¬ 
right usurpation, and a forcing them¬ 
selves into a very suspicious office, 
which every man delicate as to his 
character would rather have sought to 
avoid. It had been objected, over and 
over again, that gentlemen living all 
their lives in England could not com¬ 
prehend the labyrinths of Indian af¬ 
fairs. “ But,” exclaimed Burke, “ on 
any specific matter of delinquency you 
are us capable of judging as if the same 
thing were done at your own door. 
Fraud, injustice, oppression, peculation, 
engendered in India, are crimes of the 
same blood, family, and caste with those 
that are born and bred in England. To 
go no further than the case before us: 
you are just as competent to judge whether 
the sum of four millions sterling 
ought or ought uot to be passed horn the 
public treasury into a private pocket, 
without any title except the claim of the 
parties, when the issue of facts is laid in 
Madras, as when it is laid in Westmin¬ 
ster.” He called the nabob's debts “a 
gigantic phantom of debt,” “ a prodigy 


that w ould have filled any conn! 
with superstitious fears.” Any lk 
the confident young minister “ would 
have exorcised that shapeless, nameless 
form, and, by everything sacred, would 
have adjured it to tell by what means a 
small number of slight individuals, of no 
consequence or situation, possessed of no 
lucrative offices, without the command of 
armies, or the known administration of 
revenues, without profession of any kind, 
without any sort of trade sufficient to em¬ 
ploy a pedlar, could have, in a few years 
(as to some, even in a few months), 
amassed treasures equal to the revenues 
of a respectable kingdom? Was it not 
enough to put these gentlemen, in the no¬ 
viciate of their administration, on their 
£uard, and to call upon t hem for a strict 
inquiry (if not to justify them iu a re¬ 
probation of those demands without any 
inquiry at all), that, when all England, 
Scotland, and Ireland had for years been 
witness to the immense sums laid out by 
the servants of the Company in stocks 
of all denominations, in the purchase of 
lands, in. the buying and building of 
houses, in the securing quiet seats in 
parliament; or in the tumultuous riot of 
contested elections, in wandering through¬ 
out the whole rauge of those variegated 
modes of inventive prodigality which 
sometimes have excited our wonder, 
sometimes raised our indignation; that , 
after all , India was four millions still in 
debt to them ! ” Dundas had made some 
sneering allusions to Fox’s India Bill, and 
the way in which it dealt with the present 
question. He (Burke) denied that these 
private debts were ever protected, or funds 
provided for them, by Fox’s bill, which 
positively forbade any British subject to 
receive assignments upon any part of the 
territorial revenue of the nabob. He ac¬ 
cused ministers of having wickedly put 
their hands in the public purse for this, 
and for transactions ten times worse than 
this. The motive, he vsaid, was plain— 
it was to obtain parliamentary influence , 
that source of all our inisgovermnent, and 
of almost all our misery. To that influ¬ 
ence everything was to be sacrificed by a 
remorseless administration. “ Our won¬ 
derful minister, as you all know, formed 
a new plan, a plan insujne , recens f indie* 
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a plan for supporting the 
bjt our constitution by court in- 
id for removing its corruptions 
. ^Indian delinquency. To carry that 
bold paradoxical design into execution 
sufficient funds and apt instruments be¬ 
came necessary. You are perfectly sen¬ 
sible that a parliamentary reform occupies 
liis thoughts day and night. In his 
anxious researches upon this subject, na¬ 
tural instinct, as well as sound policy, 
would direct his eyes and settle his choice 
on Paul Benfield.* Paul Benfield is the 
grand parliamentary reformer, the re¬ 
former to whom the whole choir of re¬ 
formers how, and to whom even the right 
honourable gentleman himself must yield 
the palm : for what region in the empire, 
what city, wliat borough, what county, 
what tribunal in this kingdom is not full 
of Paid’s labours ? Others have been 
only speculators—he is the grand pr&cti- 

* This money-getting man enjoyed but an in¬ 
different reputation for honour or honesty. Ter¬ 
rible things had been related of him in committees 
of the House of Commons, and afterwards pub¬ 
lished in parliamentary reports, &e. The select 
committee at Fort St. George had, in 1783, ac¬ 
cused him of almost every possible rascality in 
his transactions in the Carnatic, and with the na¬ 
bob in particular. They said that, to secure the 
permanency of his own power and profit, he had 
kept the nabob an absolute stranger to the state 
of his affairs; that he had kepn the accounts and 
correspondence in the English language, which 
neither the nabob nor his son could rend; that he 
had surrounded the nabob on every side, keeping 
him totally at his mercy, and “ making him believe 
what teas not true, and subscribe to what he did not 
tmderstand. ,> They solemnly declared, not as 
parties in a cause, or even as voluntary witnesses, 
but. as executive officers in the discharge of their 
duty, and under the impression of the sacred ob¬ 
ligation which bound them to truth and justice, 
that Paul Benfield and his creatures had prose¬ 
cuted projects to the injury and danger of the 
Company and individuals, and .that it would be 
improper to trust and dangerous to employ them 
any longer. Mr. Petrie, late resident atTanjoro, 
on his examination before the select committee 
of the Commons, deposed to the facts that Paul 
Benfield had abused his authority, and had l>een 
a great, extortioner. Being asked whether he was 
not informed by the rajah or by others, that Mr. 
Benfield, w hile ne managed the revenues of Tan- 

i 'ore, treated the inhabitants with great rigour, 
te said, he did hear from the rajah that Mr. Ben¬ 
field did treat the inhabitants with rigour. In 
reply to other questions Mr. Petrie alleged that 
Benfield had often treated the Rajah of Tanjere, 
the Nabob of Arcot, and the nabob’s eldest son, 
in a very harsh manner. 



cal reformer; and, whilst the chi 

of the exchequer pledges in vain tb|_ 

and the minister to increase the provin¬ 
cial members, Mr. Benfield has auspi¬ 
ciously and practically begun it. Leaving 
far behind even Lord Camelford’s gene¬ 
rous design of bestowing Old Sarum on 
the Bank of England, Mr. Benfield has 
thrown in the borough of Cricklade to 
reinforce the county representation. Not 
content with this, in order to station a 
steady phalanx for all future reforms, this 
public-spirited usurer, amidst his chari¬ 
table toils for the relief of India, did not 
forget the poor rotten constitution of his 
native country. For her he did not dis¬ 
dain to stoop to the trade of a wholesale 
upholsterer for this House, to furnish it, 
not with the faded tapestry figures of an¬ 
tiquated merit, such as decorate, and may 
reproach, some other houses, but with real, 
solid, living patterns of true modern vir¬ 
tue. Paul Benfield made (not reckoning 
himself) no fewer than eight members in 
the last parliament. What copious streams 
of pure blood must he hot have transfused 
into the veins of the present ? But what 
is even more striking than the real ser¬ 
vices of this new-imported patriot, is his 
modesty. As soon as he had conferred 
tfiis benefit on the constitution, he with¬ 
drew himself from our applause. He 
conceived that the duties of a member of 
parliament might be as well attended to 
m India as in England, and the means of 
reformation to parliament itself be far 
better provided. Mr. Benfield was there¬ 
fore no sooner elected than he set oft’ for 
Madras, and defrauded the longing eyes 
of parliament We have never enjoyed 
in this House the luxury of beholding 
that minion of the human race, and con¬ 
templating that visage which has so long 
reflected the happiness of nations.” But, 
though Paul was gone to India, he had 
left his representative and exact resem¬ 
blance behind him in that grand contrac¬ 
tor Mr. Richard Atkinson—“ a name that 
will be well remembered as long as the 
records of this House, as long as the 
records of the British treasury, as long as 
the monumental debt of England shall 
endure.” 44 This gentleman, Sir,” con¬ 
tinued Burke, 44 acts as attorney for Mr. 
Paul Benfield. Every one who hears me 
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jjl ahqiiamtcd with the sacred friend- 
mutual attachment, that 
v tween hits and the present ini- 

He would not, he said, deter¬ 
mine how much Mr. Richard Atkinson 
had been consulted in the original frame 
and fabric of the bill commoniy called 
Mr. Pitt’s India bill; but the public was 
an indignant witness of the ostentation 
with w hich that measure was made his 
own, and the authority with which he 
brought up clause after clause, to stuff and 
fatten that corrupt act. These clauses 
were all received by the new minister 
with implicit submission: the r .'formation 
might be estimated by seeing who was the 
reformer; and Paul Benfield’s associate 
and agent was held up to the world as 
legislator of Hindustan. Burke next pro¬ 
ceeded to couple more closely the Indian 
interest and the parliamentary majority 
which Pitt had so suddenly obtained by 
the general election in the preceding 
year; and though, as we have stated, the 
unpopularity of the coalition ministry and 
(After causes were in operation, few men 
will now doubt but that an immense in¬ 
fluence was exercised by the richest of 
the nabobs, and by others not quite so 
rich, in favour of the young premier. 
“ But.” said Burke, “ it was necessary to 
authenticate the coalition between the 
man of intrigue in India and the minister 
of*intrigue in England, by a studied dis¬ 
play of the power of this their connecting 
link (Atkinson). Every trust, every 
honour, every distinction was to be heaped 
upon him He was at once made a di¬ 
rector of the India Company; made an 
alderman cf London; and to be made, if 
ministers could prevail (and 1 am sorry 
to say how near, how very near, they were 
prevailing), representative of the capital 
of this kingdom. But to secure his ser¬ 
vices against all risk, ho was brought jn 
for a ministerial borough. His advertise¬ 
ments show his motives and the merits 
upon which he stood. For your minister 
this worn-out veteran submitted to enter 
into the dusty field of the London contest; 
and you all remember that in the same 
virtuous cause he submitted to keep a sort 
of public office or counting-house,, where 
the whole business of the last general 
election was managed. It was openly | 



managed by the direct agent and an 
of Benfield. It was managed upon f 
principles, and for an Indian interest. 
This was the golden cujyof abominations; 
this the chalice of the fornications of ra¬ 
pine, usury, and oppression, which was 
held out by the gorgeous Eastern harlot, 
which so many of the people, so many of 
the nobles', of' this land have drained to the 
veiy dregs. Do you think that no reck¬ 
oning was to follow this lewd debauch-- 1 - 
that no payment was to be demanded for 
this riot of public drunkenness and na¬ 
tional prostitution? Here! you have it 
here before you ! The principal of the 

f raud election-manager must be indemni- 
ed: accordingly the claims of Benfield 
and his crew must be put above all in¬ 
quiry' 1 For several years Benfield has 
appeared as the chief proprietor, as well 
as the chief agent, director, and controller 
of this system of debt. 7 he worthy 
chairman of the Company has stated the 
claims of this single gentleman ou the 
Nabob of A root as amounting to 500,000?” 
But Burke went on to show that the debts 
or claims of the great Paul were conti¬ 
nually varying in their dimensions, ex¬ 
panding, and contracting, and then ex¬ 
panding again, according to circum¬ 
stances, now sleeping under one rate of 
interest, and now waking to clutch some 
four or six per cent, additional interest 
According to the orator’s calculation, by 
the scheme now adopted by ministers, the 
smallest of the sums ever mentioned for 
Mr. Benfield would form a capital of 
592,000/., at the interest (fixed at hist) at 
six percent.* “Thus,” said he, M beside* 
the arrears of three years, amounting to 
100,500/. (which as fast as received may 
be legally lent out at twelve per ceDt), 
Benfield receives by the ministerial grant 
an annuity of 35,520?. a year. 

* Paul Benfield Was not so green in these prac¬ 
tices as to keep all these shares or claims or debt 
in his own hands or under his own name. They 
were assigned over, or, as Burke said, ** the gene 
ral corps of creditors, as well as Mr. Benfield him¬ 
self, not looking well into futurity, nor presaging 
the minister of this day, thought, it not expedient 
that such a name as his should stand at the Imad 
of the»r list. It was therefore agreed amongst 
them that. Mr. Benfield should disappear by 
making over his debts to Messrs. Taylor, Majen- 
die, and Call, and should in return be secured by 
their bond.” 
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i specimen of the new and pure 
4. created by the right honour- 
deman (Pitt), as the support of 
1 and constitution against the old, 
corrupt, refractory, natural interests of 
this kingdom; and this is the ^rand 
counterpoise against all odious coalitions 
of these interests. A single Benfield out¬ 
weighs them all! ” * After giving many 
details of this dark transaction—and his 
assertions were never satisfactorily an¬ 
swered—after holding up to 6corn the 
education, the manners, the meannesses of 
the great Paul, Burke concluded:—“I 
believe, after this exposure of facts, no 
man can entertain a doubt of the collusion 
of ministers with the corrupt interest of 
the delinquents in India. ... I have 
thus laid before you, Mr. Speaker, I think 
with sufficient clearness, the connexion of 
the ministers with Mr. Atkinson at the 
late general election ; I have laid open to 
you the connexion of Atkinson with Ben¬ 
field ; I have shown Benfield’s employ¬ 
ment of his wealth in ereatiug a parlia¬ 
mentary interest to procure a ministerial 
protection; I have set before your eyes 
Benfield’s largo concern in the debt, his 
practices to hide that concern from the 
public eye, and the liberal protection 
which he has received from the minister. 
If this chain of circumstances does not lead 
you necessarily to conclude that the mi¬ 
nister has paid to the avarice of Benfield 
the services done by Benfield’s connexions 
to his ambition, I do not know anything 
short of the confession of the party that 
can persuade you of his guilt.” But votes 
in the House of Commons were submis¬ 
sive to other influences than those of 
astounding eloquence and still more 
astounding facts; and Fox and Burke 
were out-voted by a majority of nearly 
one hundred — the numbers being 164 
against 69. But out of doors—for Burke 
immediately published his speech, with a 

* Here Burke spoilt one of the best parts of 
his admirable speech, by one of his offensive out¬ 
breaks of grossness and bad taste: he added, 
ns descriptive of Benfield and the fate lie me¬ 
rited—“ A criminal who Iona since ought to have 
fattened the region kites with, his offtil is by his 
majesty’s ministers enthroned in the government 
of a great, kingdom, and enfeoffed with an estate 
which, in the comparison, effaces the splendour 
of all die nobility of Europe.” 



copious appendix of facts and par* 
tary reports—the effect produced wd 
mendous. Many men were made to 
doubt whether the young premier was a 
“ heaven-born miuister,” and imputations 
were heaped upon Dundas, from which he 
never escaped during the rest of his public 
life.* The nabob’s debts, classed or lumped, 
were all to be discharged in process of 
time; and the high interest upon them 
was guaranteed and secured by the faith 
of the British government. We know not 
whether the business is settled even now: 
it is but a few years sin’ce there was still, 
under the wing of the treasury, a snug 
little office with two or three geutlemen 
with large salaries for doing nothing, and 
three or four clerks with small salaries 
for doing little, charged with the inter t 
minable examination of accounts for the 
liquidation of the Nabob of Arcot’s debts. 
The diminished phantom will be seen 
flitting across the stage more than once 
ere this history closes; but to assist in the 


* To some of the vulgar imputations Burke’s 
speech certainly gave no countenance. Me did 
not mean to imply that Pitt ami Dundas were to 
go shares with Paul Benfield, or sordidly to put 
any part, of the money into their own pockets for 
their own private uses. He drew a strong dis¬ 
tinction between two bad offences—both bad, but 
one more mean than the other. “ I know,” said 
he, “ that ministers will think it little less than 
acquittal, that they are not charged with having 
taken to themselves some part of the money of 
A\hich they have made ho liberal a donation to 
their partisans. If 1 am to speak my private sen- 
t ; ments, I think that, in a thousand cases for one, 
it. would be far less mischievous to the public 
(and full as little dishonourable to themselves) 
to be polluted with direct bribery, than thus to 
become a standing auxiliary to the oppression, 
usury, and peculation of multitudes, in order to 
obtain a corrupt support to their power, it is by 
bribing, not so often by being bribed, that wicked 
politicians bring ruin on mankind. Avarice is a 
rival to the pursuits of many. It finds a multi¬ 
tude of checks and many opposers in every w alk 
of life. But the objects of ambition aro for the 
few; and every person who aims at indirect pro¬ 
fit., and therefore wants other protection than in¬ 
nocence and law, instead of its rival becomes its 
instrument ; there is a natural allegiance and 
feaUy due to this domineering paramount evil 
from all the vassal vices which acknowledge its 
superiority, and readily militate under its ban¬ 
ners: and it is under that, discipline alone that 
avarice is able to spread'to any considerable ex¬ 
tent, or to render itselfa general public mischief. 
It is, therefore, no apology for ministers that 
they have not been bought by the East India de¬ 
linquents.” 







NEW ACTS TO AMEND PITT'S INDIA BILL. 


bg bf an idea as to the extent of 
: acity of the Pitt administration in 
all the claims of the Paul Ben- 
srand others, it may be well to mention 
in this place what happened under other 
administrations between the years 1805 
and 1815. The commissioners appointed 
by act of parliament in 1805 to examine 
and decide upon the claims of the private 
creditors of the Nabob of Arcot, had, by 
the month of November, 1814, adjudi¬ 
cated on claims to the amount of 
20,390,570/., of which only 1,346,796/. 
were admitted as good, all the other 
claims, to the amount of 19,043,774/., 
being rejected as bad! 

In the course of the year 1786, before 
Pitt’s India bill was two years old, it 
was found necessary to explain and 
amend it by three new bills, introduced 
by the minister and his friend Dundas. 
The first of these bills freed the gover¬ 
nor-general from his dependence upon 
the majority of his couucil—a depen¬ 
dence which Hastings had found so 
irksome, and at times so dangerous—by 
enabling him to act, in extraordinary 
cases, by himself and on his own personal 
responsibility, after the opinions of the 
members of the council,’ and the reasons 
with which they supported them, had been 
duly heard and put upon record. The same 
bill gave the same discretionary powers to 
the governors of Madras and Bombay ; but 
it gave the power only to such governor- 
general or governors as were specifically 
appointed at home, and not to their casual 
successors in case of death, &c.; and it 
did not extend the discretionary power 
to cases of a judicial nature, or to the 
alteration of any established regulations 
for the civil government of the British 
settlements. It also enabled the offices 
of governor-general and commander-in- 
chief to be united in the same person. 
This was done in order to keep the mili¬ 
tary power dependent upon the civil 
power, and so prevent the jealousies and 
conflicting authorities of the two powers 
when separate. Burke made one of his 



most eloquent and vehement . 
against these innovations, which, ot *m, 
were calculated and solely intended to 
establish an absolute despotism in India. 
Dundas said that despotism might exist 
in the hands of many, as well as in the 
hands of one ; and that the responsibility 
of the governor-general to parliament 
and the nation would be increased in 
exact proportion with the increase of his 
power. The second of these three acts 
was a sham—a barrel thrown to amuse 
that credulous whale the public; it re¬ 
pealed the clause in Pitt’s original act 
which made necessary the approbation 
of the crown in the choice of the gover¬ 
nor-general ; but it left undisturbed the 
king’s power of recall! The third of 
these amending acts was to repeal, as 
inquisitorial, and as contrary to the spirit 
of English law and liberty, that part of 
Pitt’s original bill which bound the ser¬ 
vants of the Company, on their return 
home, to give in a schedule of the pro¬ 
perty they brought with them or had 
made in India. If there could have been 
a chance of obtaining correct schedules, 
this might have proved an effectual check 
on rapacity and corruption. But this 
was clearly an impossibility, unless re¬ 
course were had to inquisitorial pro¬ 
ceedings of the most odious kind. Indeed, 
it may be doubted whether any measures 
short of those employed upon the two 
old men at Fyzabad would, in some cases, 
have extracted an accurate account, or 
anything approaching to it. Either the 
clause must have remained a dead letter, 
or an excess of odium must have been 
produced without any benefit; and it was 
therefore proper to rescind it. In the 
course of the same session—in the month 
of June, 1786—another bill was carried, 
granting relief to the Company, who had 
petitioned for it, and enabling them to 
raise money by the sale of 1,207,559/. 
15s. of the 4,200,000/. which they had 
lent to the public; and also by adding 
800,000/., by new subscriptions, to their 
capital stock. 
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In the mean time Hastings had not 
been recalled, but had resigned. The 
two last years of* his administration in 
India formed by far the happiest period 
of his public life. The peace with 
France, which paralyzed the most power¬ 
ful of the native princes, enabled him to 
get the whole country into a state of tran¬ 
quillity which had not been known for 
ages. It also enabled him to extend the 
British influence in several new direc¬ 
tions, and to confirm it in others. Not¬ 
withstanding some great exploits, like 
Rodney’s victory and. Elliot’s defence of 
Gibraltar, the war had been more dis¬ 
honourable to England than any m which 
she had been engaged in modern times: 
America was lost—disasters had attended 
her flag almost everywhere except in 
India, where her power aud reputation 
were far greater at the end than they 
had been at the beginning of the war. 
Nor was it a vain boast in Hastings to 
say—“ This is my work ! Whatever else 
I have done, 1 have done this—I have 
rescued the Carnatic when at the last 
gasp; I have preserved and extended the 
British empire in the East!” No one 
in India, either native or British, doubted 
the fact. In the supreme council all 
opposition ceased or became of the 
mildest ki id, and the records and pro¬ 
tests of Clavering, Monson, and Francis 
were read with astonishment and indig¬ 
nation, and with the intimate conviction 
that if their schemes had been followed 
India would have been lost, like America. 
At the interview at Chunar, Hastings 
had proposed—or, as he says, Asoff-ul- 
Dowla had requested—that there should 
be an annual meeting in Oude between 
the nabob and the governor-general, in 
order to settle any difficulties that might 
arise. Early in the year 1784 Major 
Palmer, who was commanding the troops 
there, represented^ the whole country of 


Oude as being in an alarming state 
that called for the presence of the go¬ 
vernor-general. At the same time the 
nabob and his chief minister made simi¬ 
lar representations, and implored Hast¬ 
ings to make a visit to Lucknow. The 
necessary consent of the council was 
obtained on the l()th of February, and 
on the following day the governor-gene¬ 
ral set out for the capital of Oude. 
In passing through Benares he made 
some very necessary changes in the 
government or sub-government of that 
province, which had suffered severely 
by the insurrection and the short war of 
Cheyte Sing, and by the contributions 
levied afterwards. He arrived at Luck¬ 
now on the 27th of March, and stayed 
there five months, busily engaged with 
the ministers of the nabob and the agents 
of other native princes. The poor Great 
Mogul, Shah Alum, was again a prisoner 
in the hands of the turbulent chiefs, at 
Delhi, or somewhere in that neighbour¬ 
hood ; but his eldest son waited upon 
Hastings to solicit his protection, ' and 
the assistance of the Company, in a plan 
he was entertaining, and which, we 
believe, was rather to secure the imperial 
dignity with some territory for himself 
than to liberate liis helpless, unhappy 
father. Hastings discovered in this young 
prince considerable ability and spirit, and 
a good knowledge of the affairs of the 
country ; he treated him with high dis¬ 
tinction, but did nothing for him beyond 
recommending him to apply for aid to 
Scindia, the greatest of the Mahratta 
princes, who at that time kept his court 
at Agra, and was the friend and ally of 
the English. The application was made; 
and Scindia, though he did not go in 
person, sent his most confidential minis¬ 
ters to Lucknow to confer with the gover¬ 
nor-general and the prince. The result 
of these conferences appears to have been, 
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j was to assist the prince, and 
ninions of the Nabob of Dude 
(Company were to be respected 
/war that might take place. It is 
supposed that the governor-general 
clearly foresaw that the ambitious Mali* 
ratta would euter into this struggle only 
for his own benefit, and that he did not 
disapprove of his intention of making 
himself master of Delhi and all Upper 
India; but this conjecture is scarcely 
borne out by* any evidence ; and Hastings 
afterwards declared that, though he must 
have been a madman to have involved 
the Company in a war with the Mahrattas 
on account of the Mogul or his son, he 
had never entered into any treaty or ne¬ 
gotiations with Scindia for delivering the 
Mogul into his hands. It, indeed, ap¬ 
pears certain that the Mahratta wanted 
neither encouragement nor assistance 
from the Company. It was quite enough 
for him that the English remained neu¬ 
tral; and this they had determined to 
do.* To prevent what followed in a very 
few months—that is to say, the alarming 
increase of the Mahratta power—Hastings, 
instead of being strictly bound by orders 
from home to preserve peace at all 


* Two facta are proved—1. That the court of 
directors did so determine. 2. That Hastings, 
who loved new adventures and enterprises, dis¬ 
liked their determination, lu a letter written 
from Lucknow to Major Scott, his agent in Lon¬ 
don, the governor-general says, in very evident 
ill-human* 1—“ I desired powers to relieve the 
king (Shah Alum), declaring, that I believed I 
could do it without hostility or expense, provided 
I had the power of the former, and that I would 
undertake nothing without a moral certainty of 
avoiding both. They have ‘ exhorted me to avoid 
most sedulously and cautiously in my correspon¬ 
dence with the different princes of India whatever 
may commit, or he strained into an interpretation 
of committing, the Company, either as to their 
arms or treasure.’ These are their words, and 
they are fulsomely loud in their applause ot' the 
* wisdom and sound policy’ o! the Company’s orders 
against our interference ‘ in the objects of dispute 
betweeen the country powers.’ Yet they* hope 
that I shall be enabled to effect the return of the 
Sliazada to his father with safety and credit to the 
prince.’ As if I could negotiate with my hands 
tied.” What follows in the same letter is truly 
characteristic of Hastings:—“1 have, however, 
stated the necessity of my having powers so 
strongly, that 1 think they will be perplexed to 
justify their refusal. Yet I know they will re¬ 
fuse, and sincerely hope they will; for, though 
l have urged this point with ail the vehemence of 



HASTINGS’S CONDUCT PREVIOUS TO HIS RESIGNATION. 


hazards, ought to have been euip 
to renew the war on the Jumnl 
ought to have had armies at his disposal 
strong enough to seour the Mahratta 
dominions and to occupy Delhi. His 
first business with the ministers of the 
Nabob of Oude was to procure more 
money, and he succeeded iu obtaining a 
considerable sum. He agreed to relieve 
the nabob by withdrawing some more of 
the Company’s troops, for which that 
prince had all along been made to pay 
enormously. The court of directors, 
having taken into consideration the in¬ 
surrection at Benares, the treaty of Chu- 
nar, and the spoliation which had fol¬ 
lowed it, had been somewhat startled at 
the daring conduct of their governor- 
general, and, with a kind of half justice, 
had ordered that the jaghires of the 
Begums should be restored, taking care 
to say not one word touching their trea¬ 
sure, which had all been spent long ago.f 
In conformity with the commands of the 
board, Hastings ordered the jaghires to 
be given up; and the nabob, to use his 
own words, “went to Fyzabad for the 


a man whose heart is devoted to tho point which 
he pursues, I have opposed my ow n interest, ease, 
anil inclinations in it. Some good 1 will yet do, 
and may draw the means of it from the over-shot 
caution with which the instructions of the board 
are guarded .”—Letter t ns given in Oleig’s Life. 

f The letter of the board of directors is suffi¬ 
ciently curious ; it shows that they had not given 
credit to Hastings's accounts of the. rebellion'of 
the two ladies. “ It nowhere appears,” say they, 
“from the papers at present in onr possession, 
that the Begums excited any commotions pre¬ 
vious to the imprisonment of Cheyte Sing, and 
only armed themselves in consequence of that 
transaction; and it is probable that such a con¬ 
duct proceeded from motives of self-defence, 
under an apprehension that they themselves 
might likewise be laid under unwarrantable con* 
tributions.” They therefore ordered that an in¬ 
quiry should be made by the supreme council at 
Calcutta into the whole business, find that if, upon 
such inquiry, it should appear that the two ladies 
were not guilty, then their jaghires should be 
restored, and an asylum offered them in the Com¬ 
pany’s territories. To order an inquiry by the 
council at Calcutta was, as the council was then 
constituted, very like ordering an inquiry by the 

f ovcrnor-general himself into his own conduct, 
tastings disregarded the order, and never insti¬ 
tuted any inquiry. Besides, if the Begums were 
innocent, it would have been difficult to show 
why their money should not be restored as well 
as their estates." 
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purpose of making a respectful 
' them in person to the Be¬ 
lt is, however, quite certain 
tiabob made but a very incom¬ 
plete restitution, holding back for himself 
a large portion of the jaghires, and 
pretending that the Begums had made a 
voluntary concession of it to him.f 

On the 27th of August, Hastings left 
Lucknow, and, after staying pome time 
at Benares, he continued his journey to 
Calcutta, where he arrived at the begin¬ 
ning of November. As far back as the 
month of March of the preceding year 
(1783); which was not only previous to 
the passing of Mr. Pitt’s bill, to which 
his resignation has sometimes been attri¬ 
buted, but even previous to the bringing 
in of Fox’s bill, Hastings had requested 
the court of directors to name his suc¬ 
cessor. Some time before undertaking 
his late journey to Lucknow, which was 
also rainy months before the news of 
Pitt’s bill could reach India, he had sent 
home Mrs. Hastings, whose health, was 
declining; and no one who knew his de¬ 
votedness to his wife could doubt that in 
parting from her he had fully made up 
his mind ’to resign the government, and 
follow her as soon as possible. He now 
wrote to inform the directors that he was 
coming to England; and that, as a suc¬ 
cessor had not been appointed, his duties 
would be discharged, pro tempore , by 
Mr. Maepherson, senior member of the 
council. Having completed his prepara¬ 
tions, he embarked on the 8th of Feb¬ 
ruary, 1785, attended by demonstrations 
that certainly did not mark him out as a 
tyrant and a monster. As soon as it was 
publicly known that he was really about 
to quit the government, which he had 
held for thirteen years, numerous ad¬ 
dresses were got up aud presented by all 
classes: by military officers, by the civil 
servants of the Company, by factors and 
traders, by natives as well as by Euro¬ 
peans. If he had been an oppressor at 
Benares and in Oude, he had been, on 
the whole, a benefactor to the people of 
Bengal, who certainly regarded him with 
warm good-will, and who had conceived 



* Letter to the council. 


f Id. 


a romantic or superstitious admiral! 
his fortune or luck, of his command 
yet conciliating manners, and of * 
splendour and pomp with -which he al¬ 
ways surrounded himself. They re¬ 
garded him, in fact, in no other light 
than in that of their sovereign ; and not 
a few shed tears at the thought of losing 
liim. As to the civil servants of the 
Company, many of them owed to him 
their appointments or promotions, and all 
had been impressed by his commanding 
ability and marvellous rapidity in busi¬ 
ness ; but the admiration and affection of 
the army, for a mere civilian, was more 
extraordinary. They had been won by 
Hastings’s new and bold conceptions at 
the beginning of the war, by the flat¬ 
tering confidence lie always reposed in 
the troops, and by the honours and dis¬ 
tinctions with -winch he treated them on 
all proper occasions. Thus, when the 
detachment of Colonel Pearse, which 
made the remarkable march from Cal¬ 
cutta to Madras, returned after an absence 
of five years, reduced from 5000 men to 
2000 , he heaped every 1 distinction upon 
them: he visited them in their camp, 
and he passed them in review. Dressed 
in a plain blue coat, and with his head 
uncovered, he rode along the lines, pro¬ 
ducing as much excitement and enthu¬ 
siasm as the most successful of generals 
could have done, though attended by all 
that dazzles and delights the eyes of 
soldiers, or all the “ pride, pomp, and 
circumstance of glorious war.” One of 
his last public acts was the issuing of a 
general order to the army in Bengal, 
expressing in forcible language his sense 
of its past services, and affirming that 
there were no difficulties which the true 
spirit of military enterprise was not 
capable of surmounting. It was this 
conduct that made Hastings as dear to 
the army as to the other branches of the 
service. The dark faces of the sepoys 
looked darker at his departure. "When 
he delivered up the keys of office, and 
walked down, a private man, to the place 
of embarkation, his friends and ad¬ 
mirers formed a complete avenue, stand¬ 
ing on either side of his path; many 
barges escorted him far down the 
Hooghly, and some friends did not leave 
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hUDtlilithe pilot left the ship, far out 
x / During his voyage, which was 

v short for those times, he 

Lpiusetr liimself with reading, and with 
writing verses ; and in the course of the 
last novel occupation, he translated that 
■well-known ode, wherein the Roman 
poet expresses his philosophic indiffer¬ 
ence to wealth and worldly grandeur, 
and his love of an humble retirement, 
with an ease not to he purchased by 
jewels nor by gold.* And of gold Hast¬ 
ings had comparatively but little. It has 
been calculated that he might with ease 
to himself have brought home from two 
to three millions sterling: what he 
brought was less than 130,000/.— was 
less than the fortunes which had been 
made by Harwell and other members of 
the council— less than what the patriotic 
Francis had made in six years; and 
Hastings, who had been thirteen years a 
■ governor-general, had been altogether 
more than thirty years in India! Nor 
would he have had even this moderate 
fortune if it had not been for the fore¬ 
thought and management of his wife, 
who, it is said, accepted presents which 
he refused, and saved money in private 
comers which he would have spent in 
the public service, or in supporting the 
almost regal splendour of his establish¬ 
ment He landed at Plymouth iu the 
month of June, and posted up to London 
and to court, confident of a good re¬ 
ception. 

Notwithstanding some irregularities in 
her marriage, and the severity with 
which the queen was known to regard all 
lapses of that kind, Mrs. Hastings, on her 
arrival, had been received at court most 
graciously, and had been honoured by 
marks of her majesty’s special favour. 
Such a relaxation of rigour provoked 
many comments not very favourable to 
Queen Charlotte.f People who fancied 



* “Otium Divos rognt.”— Horace. 

The ode was inscribed to his friend Mr. Shore, 
afterwards Lord Teignmoutli.—Macaulay, JEdin. 
Rev., and Essays. 

f Hastings was twice married. His first wife, 
the widow of a Captain Campbell in the Com¬ 
pany’s service, died in India, and two children 
she had by Hastings died in their infancy. On 
returning from England in 1769, as second in 
council at Fort St. George, Hastings found among 
VOL. I. 


that the wife of the governor-j 
must be a congeries of diamond 


his fellow-passengers on board the “ Duke of Graf¬ 
ton” a young and handsome German lady with 
hor husband and two or three children. This hus 
band, who had the style and title of Baron von 
Imhoflf, has a native of Franconia, and in very 
reduced circumstances : he was going to Madras 
in the hope of bettering his fortune by painting 
portraits, or by such ot her means as might occur 
in a land abounding in rupees and pagodas. It 
seems to have been evident, from the first that he 
cared little for his wile or his own honour, and 
that she did not. attempt to conceal how little she 
cared for her husband. The lady was accom¬ 
plished and graceful in no common degree: she 
was a fascinating woman even in her old age. 
Hastings admired her and became greatly at¬ 
tached. During the long passage he fell ill, and, 
during his illness, the baroness waited upon him 
day and night., administering his medicines with 
her own fair hand. This brought matters to their 
climax. On landing at Madras a good house and 
separate establishment were provided for the com¬ 
plaisant Franconian baron and his family, Hast¬ 
ings in the eyes of the world being nothing more 
than a frequent visitor and warm friend. But 
wo hear no more of the portrait-painting scheme. 
Monsieur lo Baron had entered into arrangements 
with the second in council and Madame la Ba- 
ronne which would render such occupations un¬ 
necessary, and secure him a return to a cooler 
climate and a snug retreat in his own country. 
A suit for divorce was instituted by the lady in 
the courts of Franconia, the Baron conniving, 
and Hastings oiling the slow wheelsjof the, law. 
It appears to have been part of the agreement 
that the second in council should take the chil¬ 
dren as well as the wife. The reverend biogra¬ 
pher of Mr. Hastings, who, after exonerating the 
lady arid.the lover, and even the husband, proba¬ 
bly thinking it necessary t.o pay homage to esta¬ 
blished notions Somewhere, blames the looseness 
of the laws of Protestant Germany in reference) 
to tho marriage contract, or the facility with 
which they grant sentences of divorce. It ap- 

f iears, however, that the suit lasted several years, 
n 1771, when Hastings removed from Madras to 
assume much higher functions at Calcutta, the 
baron and his wife—for they were still man and 
wife, and well conducted, respectable people in 
tho eyes of society—went with him, and conti¬ 
nued at Calcutta w hat the biographer calls “ the 
same wise mid judicious plan” they had followed 
at Madras. At hist the tedious suit, which must 
have cost the governor of Bengal no small mat¬ 
ter, came to an end; and a decree was received 
from the Franconian courts divorcing ImhofT 
from his wife. The baron forthwith left Calcutta 
with money enough to buy a good estate in 
“ Protestant Germany,” leaving his two sons be¬ 
hind him. To use again the words of the bio¬ 
grapher, “ the Baroness ImhofT became Mrs. 
Hastings, and the baron returned to his native 
country a richer man than lie ever could have 
hoped to have become bv the mere exercise of 
his skill as a painter.” (Does Mr. Gleig mean 
this for a lesson and encouragement to future 
U 
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Jcounted for the phenomenon by 
fy/easy inductive process. But the 
T * -^jikgaut Marian/’ as Hastings calls his 
wife in one of his letters to herself, was 
a graceful, accomplished, and engaging 
woman, and, what was more, she was a 
German. These circumstances, perhaps, 
may account for her majesty’s unusual 
benignity, though we will not venture to 
say that the predilection for Mrs. Hast¬ 
ings may not have been warmed and in¬ 
creased by the present of a few diamonds 
ancl the splendid ivory bedstead, which 
made as much noise as the? r l rojan horse. 
Few women’s hearts are proof to such 
emollients, and Queen Charlotte, with 
many good essential qualities, was rather 
fond of getting and hoarding. The re¬ 
ception of Hastings was not less gracious; 
the king treated him with distinction—a 
distinction to which the man that had 
save4 India might lay some claim ;—the 
Whole court put on its blandest smile, 
and the governor-general felt by antici¬ 
pation a coronet on his bald brow—made 
bald by cares and toils and the burning 
air of Bengal, rather than by years, for 
his age did not much exceed fifty. He 
knew, indeed, that his conduct had been 
arraigned in the House of Commons by 
all parties in turn, and by few men with 
more violence than by Pitt and Dimdas, 
of whom the oue was now prime minister 
and the other at the head of the board of 
control, with India and all her affairs 
subject to him. He knew that Burke 
had saluted liis arrival by giving notice 
of a motion against him, and he had only 
to look at the daily papers for proofs of 
the injury which his character had sus¬ 



tained. Yet the applauses of hitr 

rous friends, the blandishments <- 

court of St. James’s, and the approbation 
of the court of directors, who had received 
him in a solemn sitting, and whose chair¬ 
man had read him a vote of thanks for 
his great achievements, which had been 
passed without one dissenting voice,—liis 
recollection of what much louder talk 
and longer debate had ended in, before 
now, in the House of Commons,—all 
lulled him into a happy security. When 
Lord North, after a thousand menaces 
and at least a hundred set speeches from 
Burke and Fox, had not been impeached 
for losing America, was it possible to 
expect that they would impeach him for 
saving India? When Lord Sandwich 
had escaped prosecution, was it likely 
that they would prosecute Warren Hast¬ 
ings? The elasticity of his own con¬ 
science had prevented any dint or wound 
being made upon it; and he firmly be¬ 
lieved that the means he had employed 
were justified by the ends he had obtained, 
and that the most violent things he had 
done were not merely excusable, but 
laudable, considering the difficulties of 
the game and the high stakes that he and 
the Company and the nation were playing 
for. He believed that his country would 
reproach him as little as his own con¬ 
science. In a letter, written two or three 
months after his arrival in England, he 
says—“I find myself everywhere and 
universally treated with evidences, appa¬ 
rent even \o my own observation, that I 
possess the good opinion of my country.” 
By this time the king had prorogued par¬ 
liament, and Burke’s menaces had not 


indifferent portrait-painters with fusemating 
wives ?) 

The new marriage, which must have taken 
place some time in the year 1777, or some eight 
years after the first acquaintance • on board the 
“ Duke of Grafton ,' 11 ia said to have contributed 
to free the Invhy governor-general from his dan¬ 
gerous rival or opponent General Olavering. 
*« The event,” says Mr. Macaulay, “ was cele¬ 
brated with great, festivities; and all the most 
conspicuous persons at Calcutta, without dis¬ 
tinction of parties, were invited to the govern¬ 
ment house. Clavering, as the Mohammedan, 
chronicler tells the story, was sick in mind 
and body, and excused himself from joining 
the splendid assembly. But Hastings, whom, 
as it should seem, success in ambition.and in 
love had pat into high good humour, would 


take no denial. lie went himself to the ge¬ 
neral ’s house, and at length brought his van¬ 
quished rival in triumph to the gay circle which 
surrounded the bride. The exertion was too 
much fora tVame broken by mortification as well 
as by disease—Clavering died a few days later.' 
One of ImhofTs sons died young, but the other, 
assisted bv the powerful patronage of the gover¬ 
nor-general, rose to rank and distinction, which 
lie is said to have merited, however, by his own 
excellent abilities and conduct. Mrs. Hastings, 
as such, was irreproachable. She appears to have 
conciliated the esteem of society in England. 
The worst that was said of her in Bengal was, 
that she took presents with alacrity, without the 
connivance of Hastings, and that her private 
hoard amounted to several lacs ol rupees; and 
of this, we believe, no proof was ever given. 
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t the notice of motion. Hast- 
ihe recess at Cheltenham gaily 
vife, or only making a pleasant 
• two to settle for the purchase 
3aylesforcl, a small part of the estates 
which had belonged to his ancestors in 
ages when Bengal was unknown. For, 
like Clive and other men who could 
boast a long pedigree, one of the first or 
most ardent wishes of the ex-govemor- 
general on returning to his native land 
was to obtain possession of some of the 
ancestral acres, and to revive in the coun¬ 
try the long-eclipsed honours of the fa¬ 
mily name.* 

Parliament did not re-assemble until 
the 24th of January (1780). The first 
night was passing oft* in debating the ad¬ 
dress, in reviewing the mad struggles in 
Holland between the oligarchy and the 
democrats, and in censuring or defending 
the recent foreign policy of Mr. Pitt and 
his cabinet. Hastings and India seemed 
to be forgotten, when an officious mem¬ 
ber, who had often wearied the patience 
of the House, rose to put a question, 
through the Speaker, to Mr. Burke. This 
member, whose officiousness was not al¬ 
together a voluntary contribution, was 
Major John Scott,f whom the governor- 
general, by a remarkable mistake, had 
chosen some two or three years before, 
when accusations first began to thicken, 
to be his parliamentary champion and 
principal penman and pamphleteer. It 
has been hinted that he could not have 
found a more injudicious defender on any 
bench of the House of Commons, or a 
worse scribbler in Grub-street; but, in 
our opinion, his abilities were by no 
means so contemptible, though he was 
certainly wanting in tact, discretion, and 
parliamentary knowledge. It has been 


* While in India, Hastings had repeatedly 
instructed his attorney to keep his eye on this 
property, which belonged to Mr. Knight, a Lon¬ 
don merchant, whose family had possessed the 
domain lor two generations. Hastings now 
offered far more than the place was worth, but 
Mr. Knight was not disposed to sell, and the 
descendant of the ancient lords of the soil did 
not acquire the property until August, 1738. In 
the meanwhile he bought a small estate, called 
Beaumont Lodge, on the skirts of Windsor 
Forest.—- Oleig, Life. 

f Better known, at a later period, as Major 
Scott Waring. 



doubted whether, if Major Scd 
never appeared within the walls u! 
House or exerted his pen for the 
governor-general, Hastings would ever 
have been impeached at the bar of the 
Lords. This is allowing too much im¬ 
portance to injudicious speeches and pam¬ 
phlets ; but it is quite certain that Scott 
hurried on the proceedings. It was his 
harping that had helped to keep Burke's 
mind to the subject, and to make that 
great orator exclaim, towards the close 
of the late session, in giving his notice of 
motion, that, if no other member would 
undertake the business against “ a gentle¬ 
man just returned from India," he would- 
And the question the Major now put in a 
tone of defiance was, whether lie intended 
to produce his charges. Tlius braved, 
Burke could do no less than accept the 
challenge, and his party were bound to 
stand by him, although several of them 
were far from feeling any decided voca¬ 
tion for the laborious and invidious task 
of public accusers. Even Burke himself 
declared that “ he was called upon and 
driven to the business." On the 17th of 
February he .commenced operations with 
a call for papers and correspondence de¬ 
posited at the India House. A notion 
had got abroad that the king and the 
whole court were devoted to Hastings, 
and that ministers had made up their 
minds to show him all possible favour. 
Burke, therefore, opened his speech by 
desiring that two of the resolutions which 
had been moved and carried on the 20th 
of May, 1782, by Dundas himself, and 
which contained unmitigated censure on 
the conduct of Hastings, should be read. 
When this was done, he tried to tie minis¬ 
ters, like bears to a stake, to their former 
votes and opinions—to opinions expressed 
in the heat and vehemence of opposition ; 
and he told them that the task he was 
now undertaking would better become 
them as the authors of those extreme re¬ 
solutions against the governor-general, 
and that it would particularly become 
Dtmdas, who had now all the powers and 
resources necessary for a complete exami¬ 
nation as an influential member of the 
hoard of control. After uttering a ter¬ 
rible philippic against men whose notions 
of right and wrong varied according to 
R 2 
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circumstances, depending on 
g out of office or in office— 
men who could find everything 
India in 1782, and yet make no 
attempt to punish or correct in 1784—he 
said that the time was now come for the 
House to institute penal proceedings. 
There were, he said, three modes of pro¬ 
ceeding against the great offender. The 
House might order a prosecution by the 
attorney-general; but to this mode he 
must object, because the person holding 
that office appeared unfriendly to the 
prosecution, so that no reliance could be 
put upon his exertions; because a jury 
would not be qualified to decide upon 
matters of this description; and because 
he considered the court of King’s Bench 
a tribunal radically unfit to be trusted 
in questions of a nature so extensive and 
so elevated. The House, agaiu, might 
proceed by a bill of pains and penalties; 
but this mode he considered as unfair, 
as being attended with great hardship 
and injustice to the party prosecuted, by 
obliging him to anticipate his defence, 
and as it put the House in a situation of 
shifting its character backwards and for¬ 
wards, and appearing in the same cause 
one day as accusers and another day as 
judges. But there remained one other 
way of proceeding, the only process that 
did remain, and that was by the ancient 
and constitutional mode of impeachment; 
and this mode he would advise the House 
to adopt, being careful at the same time 
to proceed with all possible caution and 
prudence. It had been usual, he said, to 
resolve, in the first instance, that the 
party accused should he impeached, and 
then to appoint a committee to examine the 
evidence, and find the articles on which 
the impeachment was to be founded. This 
method, and the heat and passion of men’s 
minds, had led the House, on more than 
one occasion, into the disgraceful dilemma 
of either abandoning the impeachment 
they had voted, or of preferring articles 
which they had not evidence to support. 
It was upon these grounds that he moved 
that sueh papers as were necessary for 
substantiating the guilt of Mr. Hastings, 
if guilt there was, should be laid before 
the House; and that these papers, with 
the charges extracted from them, should 


be referred to a committee of the" 
House and evidence examined ther<jonI 
then, if the charges should appear what 
he believed them to be, charges of the 
blackest and foulest nature, and supported 
by competent evidence, the House might 
proceed with confidence and dignity to 
the bar of the Lords. He justified his 
motives in taking on himself the duties of 
a public accuser, and he declared his inti¬ 
mate conviction that there had been enor¬ 
mous peculation and gross corruption, 
and that a torrent of violence, oppression, 
and cruelty had deluged India during 
the administration of the late governor- 
general. Dundas, in reply, said that he 
had indeed been a member of the secret 
committee that passed the strong resolu¬ 
tions against Mr. Hastings which had just 
been read; that he would even confess 
that he himself had suggested those reso¬ 
lutions ; nor had he the smallest scruple 
to admit that the sentiments he enter¬ 
tained respecting Mr. Hastings, when he 
proposed those resolutions, he entertained 
now, unchanged and unalterable. But 
would any one, he asked, pretend that 
those sentiments or resolutions went so 
far as to suppose Mr. Hastings to be a fit 
object for a criminal prosecution ? The 
resolutions went to recall Mr. Hastings, 
but certainly not to impeach him. In 
continuing his speech the leader of the 
board of control seemed to qualify what 
he had said as to his sentiments remaining 
unchanged since the time when the reso¬ 
lutions were passed. He thought that 
the conduct of Mr. Hastings since that 
period had been not only not criminal, 
but highly meritorious, and he had for 
that reason approved of the vote of thanks 
which the court of directors had unani¬ 
mously conferred upon him. He said 
that, the more lie examined the conduct 
of the late governor-general, the more 
difficult he found it to fix any criminal 
intention, or to separate it from the con¬ 
duct of the directors at home, who had 
expressly commanded or urged him on 
in so many particulars. With his eye 
fixed on Fox, who was in power at 
the time alluded to, he said that, after 
India had been glutted by the direct¬ 
ors, no fewer than thirty-six writers 
had been sent out in one year—in 
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of purity when the situation 
^ent accusers sufficiently indi- 
shop from which the com- 
_^wa s supplied. DundaS had said 
that he was ready to meet his accusers 
face to face. “ God knows,” said Fox, 
“ the power of facing is not to be num¬ 
bered among the honourable gentleman’s 
wants; even when driven, as on the pre¬ 
sent occasion, to the miserable necessity 
of applauding in the latter part of his 
speech what he condemned in the 
former.” Pitt rose to defend his col¬ 
league and bosom friend from the 
charges of inconsistency. The deadly 
sin of the coalition, revived on all occa¬ 
sions when the reputation of Fox was to 
be injured, was used with great effect 
on the present occasion. “ Who is it,” 
asked the premier, “ that accuses my 
honourable friend of inconsistency and 
guilt in now applauding the man whom 
he had formerly condemned ? Who but 
he who, in the face of Europe, has 
united counsels with the man whom for 
a series of years he had loaded with the 
most extravagant epithets of reproach, 
and threatened with the severest punish¬ 
ment!” Pitt extenuated the Rohilla 
war, which he and Dundas had formerly 
condemned, and concluded by applaud¬ 
ing the latter part of Hastings’s adminis¬ 
tration even more warmly than Dundas 
had just done. This latter part, it must 
be remembered, embraced the affairs of 
the Rajah of Benares, the Begums, and 
Fvzoola Khan, together with some other 
of Hastings’s most questionable proceed¬ 
ings : but this latter part had also con¬ 
tained the triumphant result of the whole, 
the preservation of India, which was a 
very hypothetical case when Dunclas’s 
resolutions were adopted. From the 
speeches of Pitt and Dundas, and from 
'sundry other indications in the House, 
the idea was confirmed that Hastings was 
to be supported by the whole weight and 
influence of the cabinet, and that even 
an inquiry into his conduct would be so 
hampered as to render it of no avail. 
Burke’s call for papers, however, was 
not opposed until, on the following day, 
the 18th, he asked for those relating to 
the affairs of Oude, in the latter part of 
Hastings’s administration — the part 



which ministers insisted was 
spot and blemish. The premitk^«-»- 
Dundas said that this would be intro¬ 
ducing new and endless matter, and that 
the inquiry, at least for the present, 
ought to be confined to the period em¬ 
braced in the reports of the year 1781. 
But Hastings’s friend and advocate, 
Major Scott, said boldly that the Oude 
papers would establish and raise the re¬ 
putation of the late governor-general, 
and that they ought to be produced. 
The ministerial objections were then 
waived. Having carried this demand, 
Burke, on the 3rd of March, asked for 
all the papers relating to the Mahratta 
peace; for it had been determined to 
find guilt even in that masterpiece of 
Hastings’s policy. Ministers objected 
that this would be making public diplo¬ 
matic secrets which could not be re¬ 
vealed with safety; and the papers were 
refused.* On the fith of March a de¬ 
mand was made for all papers connected 
with the negotiations with the son of the 
Mogul carried on during Hastings’s resi¬ 
dence at Lucknow. This was refused 
and out-voted. On the 17th Fox re¬ 
peated the motion, restricting the pro¬ 
duction to the correspondence of Major 
Brown, who had visited Delhi on a 
mission from Hastings. This, too, was 
refused by 140 against 73. Copies of 
many parts of Major Brown’s corre¬ 
spondence were in the hands of private 
individuals, and were read in the course 
of the debate, to prove the unjust and 
criminal conduct of Hastings towards 
that poor shadow, the Great Mogul, who 
could not help himself, and whom no 
party in India could or would help, who 
was about the most contemptible of all 
the native contenders for territory and 
dominion, and. not a jot less faithless 
than the worst of them, but who had 


* Dundas and Pitt opposed the motion on two 
grounds: first, that the treaty in question was a 
wise and salutary treaty , and find saved the British 
empire in Asia; and, secondly, that the production 
of the papers moved for would discover transac¬ 
tions relutive to that peace which ought to be 
kept a secret from the country powers in India, 
inasmuch as it would disclose the means by 
which the several states that were confederate 
against England were made jealous of each other, 
and the intrigues by which they were induced to 
dissolve their confederacy. 
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dace in the ardent sympathies 
v v urke, f.o whom he had probably 
dje^Vy^ecominended by that tender¬ 
hearted man Philip Francis, the chief 
source of information to the opposition 
and prosecution in all matters concern¬ 
ing the governor-general’s dealings with 
the native princes, rajahs, and begums, 
and a source which had been flowing in 
full torrent ever since the return of the 
ex-member of the Supreme cohnctl of 
Calcutta k> England, with the wound re¬ 
ceived at Hastings’s hand fresh on his 
body, and a thousand animosities, per¬ 
sonal and political, rankling in his mind. 
Burke’s spirit was indisputably high and 
noble; but he must have been blinded 
by his enthusiasm in what he considered 
the greatest cause in which he ever 
engaged, before he could accept, without 
doubt or softening, the evidence of a 
man like Francis in such a case. But 
that lie and his party did so is even more 
notorious than the fact that the ex¬ 
member of the council—who by means 
never explained had accumulated in six 
years, and had brought, home, a great 
deal more money than the governor- 
general- possessed the most vindictive 
and blackest heart of any public man of 
that dav. Francis himself afterwards 
declared, from his seat in the House of 
Commons, that he “ supplied the infor¬ 
mation,” that he “ furnished the ma¬ 
terials,” that he “ prompted the prosecu¬ 
tion ! ” In the course of the present de¬ 
bates, which succeeded each other at 
such close intervals, Burke proclaimed, 
with as much truth, we believe, as elo¬ 
quence, the. per feet sincerity of his con¬ 
viction, and the purity of his own 
motives. He had been told that not 
merely would lie be opposed by con¬ 
nexions of the first weight and influence 
in the country, but that the prosecution 
would he unpopular with the people of 
England, who would refuse to follow him 
in the pursuit of a great man who 
had rendered such eminent services. 
“ Oh, miserable public! ” he exclaimed. 
“ What! For having taken lip the cause 
of their injured and oppressed fellow- 
subjects in India; for attempting to 
bring to justice the plunderers of man¬ 
kind, the desolators of provinces, the 



oppressors of an inneceut and 
nous people, in every rank, sex, mnf 
condition, the violators of public fait 
the destroyers of the British character 
and reputation—am I to be unpopular ? 
Those who raise monuments of their 
benevolence by providing asylums and 
receptacles for human misery are justly 
ranked among the benefactors t f o man¬ 
kind; hut even these acts of patriotism 
and charity are not to be compared to the 
noble work of supporting the most 
sacred rights and valuable interests of 
mankind,' by bringing to public justice 
the man who has sacrificed them to his 
cruelty, his avarice, arid his ambition.” 
Aud, however incorrect or overcharged 
were many of the articles upon which he 
built his conviction, however erroneous 
may have been his judgment, and what¬ 
ever faults maybe detected not merely 
in the forms and technicalities,: but in the 
virulent spirit of his procedure, Burke 
spoke and acted from first to last like one. 
that felt he ha d a mission from Heaven 
to redress the wrongs and prevent the 
miseries of a large hut weak and help¬ 
less portion of his fellow-creatures. 
There was, perhaps, a lack of coolness 
and discrimination, but assuredly there 
was no want of honesty in Burke. 
With a positive knowledge that some 
dark deeds hacl been committed, he was 
prepared to believe in others. He had 
listened to stories until he believed that 
Hastings was an incarnate fiend. His 
glowing wrath seldom permitted him to 
look either to the tremendous difficulties 
of the case or to the final success of the 
governor-general's measures and policy ; 
he. had persuaded himself that still more 
advantageous ends might have been ob¬ 
tained by purer means, and, like some 
other good men, not statesmen or politi¬ 
cians, lie thought it better to lose India 
than to save it by fraud and cruelty. 
Francis, as we have stated, had com¬ 
plete possession of Burke's ear: and 
Francis, ever since his return from the 
East, had devoted his uncommon energy 
and cunning, the whole of hit) extraor¬ 
dinary abilities, his whole life, tc the 
blackening of the Indian administration. 
The venom which had been spread in 
former days, when Francis was a. poor 





motives of fkancis. 


a war-office, over the Duke of 
lie Duke of Bedford, Sir Wil¬ 
ier, and the King, was now 
all 5£ehcentrated upon Hastings and 
Impey. The ex.-member of council at 
Calcutta was impelled by ambition and 
revenge, two of the strongest of hu¬ 
man passions, and both of them more 
violent and intense in the heart of Fran¬ 
cis than they are usually found to be in 
human nature. His ambition was to 
become governor-general of India, and 
to add to the great wealth which he had 
already accumulated there, by means 
which must have been illegal since the 
passing of the law which forbade the 
members of the council and all the ser¬ 
vants of the Company from trading and 
trafficking: and, as we have already said, 
Francis, almost down to the last day of 
his life, cherished the hope that, by some 
administration or other, this ambition 
might be gratified. How the demoniacal 
passion of revenge was excited against 
Hastings has been sufficiently shown. 
Sir Elijah Impey as chief judge had 
several times curbed the fierv spirit of 
the member and leader of council, 
and upset his daring projects. That 
Impey had been the school-fellow and 
early friend of Hastings, was by itself 
enough to make him odious in the eyes 
of Francis; but, in addition to all these 
grounds of hostility, there was this me¬ 
morable circumstance— Philip Francis , 
during his residence in Calcutta , had made 
himself amenable to a civil prosecution , 
and it had been the duty of Sir Elijah 
Impelf to pronounce sentence upon him 
inflicting heavy damages. It was Francis 
who, with the majority of the council 
which he led, might have stayed the 
execution, if he had been inclined so to 
do, that first raised the loud outcry in 
England against the hanging of Nuuco- 
raar. The sheriff of Calcutta, who, as in 
duty bound, presided over that execution, 
was Alexander Macrabie, a close family 
connexion of the accuser of Hastings 
and Impey. This Macrabie was in fact 
Francis’s brother-in-law; and he was ge¬ 
nerally supposed to be the agent and quasi 
partner through whom the member of 
council (not satisfied with his 8,000/. or 
10,000/. per annum) had carried on his 


trading speculations and gratif^gfcfril 
money-grubbing propensities. Th^jJjI 
nature of this Sheriff Macrabie wasput 
to a letter which gave a detailed, ex¬ 
aggerated, and exciting account of Nun- 
coinar's last moments; but as the letter 
was written with great ability and elo¬ 
quence, and in a terse and highly finished 
style, and as the sheriff had never been 
known as so perfect a penman, it was 
pretty generally believed, at the time, that 
his brother-in-law Francis either wrote 
the whole of the letter, or revised and 
corrected it, putting in those masterly 
touches which might be expected from so 
accomplished and practised a writer as 
Junius. This memorable letter, though 
purporting to have been written by the 
sheriff three hours after the execution of 
Nuncomar, appears never to have been 
published, or even heard of, until thirteen 
years after the said execution, when Sir 
Gilbert Elliot thrilled the sensibilities of 
the House of Commons and of the whole 
nation by introducing the entire sub¬ 
stance of it, and as proven indisputable 
fact, in his denunciatory oration against 
Sir Elijah Impey. Dodsley’s ‘ Annual 
Register’ for 1788 gives in its historical 
part Sir Gilbert Elliot’s speech, and in 
its Appendix the whole of the letter at¬ 
tributed to the sheriff, and said to have 
been written in 1775, the year in which 
the rajah was hanged in Calcutta.’*' This, 
as far as we can discover, was the first 
publication of the memorable letter, 
which fell upon the good people of Eng¬ 
land like a thunderclap. Some letters 
and extract of letters had been published 
in 1782, in a book of travels of doubtful 
authorship, aud of very doubtful authen¬ 
ticity, but although the real or assumed 
author professed to have been in India, 
and to have had very direct sources of 
information as to all the iniquities which 
had been committed by the governor- 
general ami the chief judge, there was not 
a word said about this famous epistle 
imputed to Sheriff’ Macrabie, and said to 
have been written so immediately after 
the execution of Nuncomar. There were 


* For many years Eurke had written the his¬ 
torical part of the " Annual Register.” He still 
had a control over that work, which he certainly 
made the organ of a party. 
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V othjm facts and startling appearances 
i^oiu/ht to have shaken Burke’s im- 
•fymnce on the testimony of Fran- 
^easragainst two men whom Francis hacl 
selected as his most mortal enemies, but 
Burke’s judgment and reasoning faculty 
appear to have been evaporated by the 
white heat applied to his imagination; 
and Francis, having ouce gained his (jar, 
kept possession of it like the old serpent. 
The paltry motives attributed to Burke 
by narrow-minded men incapable of un¬ 
derstanding his ardent, imaginative cha¬ 
racter, or of conceiving how he could toil 
and struggle as he did for years in this 
one cause without some personal incen¬ 
tive to such wonderful exertions, seem to 
us ridiculous or insufficient to account for 
his conduct. It is said, for example, 
that his animosity arose out of some 
slight which Hastings had shown to his 
relation, William Burke, in India, many 
years ago. We can believe that William 
Burke may have received some rebuff 
from Hastings, who could occasionally 
depart from his habitual artificial suavity ; 
we can believe that the orator, whose 
affections were all warm and impetuous, 
would resent this, and even, uncon¬ 
sciously, allow the circumstance some 
influence in his mind when he came to 
form his opinions of Hastings’s public 
conduct; but what we cau never believe 
is, that this family pique was the real 
cause of the present prosecution. Others 
have asserted that the whole thing was a 
mere party business, and that Burke was 
impelled by a bitter remembrance 01 the 
fate of Mr. Fox’s bill and the fall of the 
coalition, which he attributed to the East 
India interest, at whose head Hastings 
was now to be considered ; but his hos- 
tility to the governor-general bad begun 
in 1781, two years before the coalition 
between Fox and Lord North was thought 
of, and more than two years before Fox’s 
India, bill was introduced; and this ani¬ 
mosity to Hastings continued as strong as 
ever when Burke had quarrelled with 
Fox and taken his seat on the treasury 
bench between Pitt and Dundas. As a 
secondary motive, however, these feelings, 
no doubt, had, at this time, some effect, 
for Burke certainly attributed both the 
downfall of the coalition ministry and 



Pi it’s triumphant majority at tn 
general election to the East India iktgl 
and the gigantic bribery exercised by 
Paul Benfield and his agent Atkinson. 
Others, again, have fancied that his ima¬ 
gination was captivated by the vastness, 
the grandeur, and comparative novelty of 
the subject; that he took it up as a great 
poet would his theme, and clung to it 
and transfused the soul of his genius 
into it, as the subject of all others best 
suited to his powers, or fullest of ora¬ 
torical inspiration. This, too, may go as 
an additional incentive, as a minor 
motive—and the springs of all human 
aetiohs have man v such—though not as 
the primum mobile , for, like all great 
orators, Burke had the imagination of a 
poet, with something of that oriental 
twist which has been noticed in several 
of his distinguished countrymen; and 
he had read, studied, and dwelt upon 
India, its scenes and affairs, with intense 
interest, and for many years. The In¬ 
dian field, as he called it, had occupied 
his thoughts so long, that it might be 
called his own field. Every man who 
really knew Burke was convinced of his 
enthusiastic sincerity in this cause. “ I 
feel strong,” said he, “ only in the good¬ 
ness of my cause.” Pitt recommended 
a calm dispassionate investigation; but 
this was impossible, for Burke was in¬ 
capable of it, and, though it w r as nut a 
mere party question with him, it was 
evidently nothing more with many who 
voted on his side of the House, anti who 
had made up their minds before a tittle 
of evidence was produced. But by this 
time doubts be^ran to be entertained as to 
the real intentions or wishes of the pre¬ 
mier, and sundry old political stagers, 
l ike Rigby, predicted that ministers would 
abandon Hastings at some subservient stage 
of' the prosecution. Several motives might 
lead to this abandonment. As Burke’s elo¬ 
quence roused the attention of the country, 
the alleged criminal could not be openly 
protected without some damage to the 
ministerial character; Pitt was little 
likely, where his interests were not con¬ 
cerned, to incur such an odium for any 
man, and as for Hastings, there had uever 
been any friendship between them. 1 he 
premier, though he could always com- 
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^majority of about two to one, could 
rays escape unhurt from the fierce 
of the opposition, with Burke, 
'Sheridan, Wyndham, and all the 
best orators of the House, at their head; 
and lie might very well see, with satis¬ 
faction, some of these incessant attacks 
turned from him, to fall upon the great 
nabob. He must have known that the 
war, once begun, would last a long time, 
and would absorb the attention of Burke, 
with a great deal of denunciatory elo¬ 
quence which must otherwise fall on his 


own head and the heads of his colleagues. 
It has even been assumed that Pitt -was 
jealous of the great court favour shown 
to the ex-governor-general, and appre¬ 
hensive of his being elevated to the peer¬ 
age and a place in his majesty's council. 
The young prime minister could cer¬ 
tainly have nothing to fear from a man 
who had passed his whole life in India, 
and who was inexperienced and even 
strangely ignorant in home politics ; but 
the case perhaps might, in some degree, 
be different with his friend Dundus, who 
had got the management of Indian affairs, 
and was most anxious to keep it. Neither 
Pitt nor Dundas, however, could at any 
one moment have coolly contemplated 
proceeding to extremities against a man 
whose services were so highly appre¬ 
ciated by the king. At the same time, 
the Lord Chancellor Thurlow was the 
resolute friend and advocate of the party 
accused. The two great lawyers of the 
day had changed sides and views from 
motives which will never he sought for 
in rigid honesty and conviction : thirteen 
years before, when the Commons were 
engaged against the hero of Plassey, 
Thurlow was the bitterest assailant, and 
Wedderburn the warmest defender and 
chosen champion, of Lord Clive; and 
now Thurlow was the champion of Hast¬ 
ings, and Wedderburn one of his bitterest 



foes. The -whole interest of the co 

directors, with all the votes they \ _ 

command in the Commons, were on the 
side of the accused; and, though these 
w ere not powerful or numerous enough 
to shake the huge ministerial majority, 
they were sufficiently important to make 
the minister feel their loss if they should 
settle into a constant ill-will or opposi¬ 
tion against him. Several vacillations 
that occurred in the course of the pro¬ 
ceedings will explain themselves, or will 
be easily understood by a reference to 
the various agencies and motives at work 
in different directions, and at times 
counteracting each other. Having pro¬ 
cured an enormous heap of papers, though 
far from all he asked for, Burke, on the 
3rd of April, proposed calling to the bar 
some of the gentlemen who had been 
ordered to attend as witnesses. He was 
opposed on this occasion by all the crown 
lawyers, who had previously complained 
of his method of collecting evidence 
before bringing forward any specific ac¬ 
cusations. They now represented that 
he ought to produce his charges first, 
and that no proofs ought to be admitted 
except such as were strictly applicable to 
the charges. This was the mode of pro¬ 
ceeding in the courts of law, which, in 
the opinion of the crown lawyers, ought 
to regulate the proceedings of the House 
of Commons. Burke and his friends, on 
the other hand, represented that the 
House had already adopted a different 
mode of proceeding-had granted the 
power of taking evidence, had formed 
itself into a committee to receive evi¬ 
dence, and had summoned the witnesses, 
who were then waiting to he called in. 
They accused the lawyers of a design to 
cover the guilty by restricting evidence; 
but the lawyers were backed by the 
ministerial majority, and carried their 
point. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


On the 4th of April Burke, in his place, 
charged Warren Hastings, Esq., late 
governor-general of Bengal, &c., with 
sundry high crimes and misdemeanors, 
and delivered at the table nine of his 
articles of charge. In the course of the 
following week he presented twelve 
more articles. The principal subjects of 
these were—the Rohilla war; the affairs 
of Benares; the depriving the Mogul of 
Corah and Allahabad, and of his tribute 
from Bengal; the various transactions in 
Oudc, with the treatment of the Begums, 
&c.; the Mahratta war and the Mahratta 
peace; the internal administration of 
Bengal and the administration of justice; 
the death of Nuncomar and the hard 
treatment of Mohammed Beza Khan; 
disobedience of orders; extravagant ex¬ 
penditure ; the enriching of dependants 
and favourites, and the acceptance by the 
governor-general himself of enormous 
presents or bribes. On the 6th of May 
another charge, being the twenty-second , 
was added to the list: it related solely to 
the treatment of Fyzoola Khan, the llo- 
hilla chief. But before this last article 
was presented, Hastings, by petition, re¬ 
quested to be heard at the bar of the 
House in his own defence, and to he 
allowed a copy of the several articles of 
charge. Both requests or demands were 
granted, though Fox loudly inveighed 
against granting copies of the articles. 

On the 1st of May, the day appointed 
for him, Hastings came to the House, 
which was crowded to see him. One of 
the members present says : “ His en¬ 

trance excited a strong and a general 
emotion. It was tome a painful spectacle 
to behold a man who during twelve years 
had governed the rich and extensive pro¬ 
vinces of Asia, from the mouths of the 
Ganges almost to Delhi, and who, with¬ 
out a metaphor, might be said to have 
occupied the throne of Timur, now, when 


his period of life seemed to demand re¬ 
pose, and when he might have anticipated 
honours or rewards, dragged before a po¬ 
pular assembly, there to defend himself 
against impeachment. His person, if not 
dignified, was interesting, and his look 
commanding, as if accustomed to power.”* 
He laboured under great and manifest dis¬ 
advantages both in the manner in which 
he appeared in the House and in the 
mode in which lie delivered his defence. 
Clive and Rumbokl, as members of the 
House, had been enabled to reply from 
their places to their accusers; he, having 
no place in the House, was obliged to 
take his station where men rarely ap¬ 
peared except to he censured and brow¬ 
beaten by the Speaker. Clive was an 
admirable speaker, and Rumbold no mean 
debater; but Hastings, more a man of the 
pen, untrained to any debating or speak¬ 
ing except at a council-board, with closed 
doors, and with only three or four to hear 
him, was no parliamentary orator, and 
never attempted to make himself one. 
He had written his defence, and he was 
to read it like a dry sermon, and that to 
an assembly whose ears and eyes were 
accustomed to the almost nightly displays 
of men who, whatever else they were or 
were not, were assuredly great masters of 
eloquence. The effect could not be other¬ 
wise than cold and flat. The exposition 
of his case might be, and was, skilfully 
and clearly drawn up, but the auditory 
were wholly unaccustomed to have expo¬ 
sitions read to them. Being called to the 
bar, he was allowed a chair; and Mr. 
Markham (a son of the Archbishop of 
York), who had formerly been his resi¬ 
dent at Benares, w'here he had performed 
the duty of putting Cheyte Sing under 
arrest, w r as allowed to attend on him for 


* Sir N. Wraxa’U, Posthumous Memoirs of his 
own time. 







HASTINGS’S GENERAL ANSWER TO THE CHARGES. 


of supplying him with the 
Or papers he might want while 
imgraas defence. After a very short 
geh^in acknowledgment of the indul¬ 
gence the House showed in healing him 
at that early stage of the prosecution, he 
sat down, opened his manuscript, and be¬ 
gan to read. Like Clive, he referred to 
the votes of thanks, and the entire appro¬ 
bation of his conduct, received from his 
employers, the court of directors. He 
also referred to his indisputable popu¬ 
larity in India. “ I left Bengal, 1 ” said he, 
“ followed by the loudest proofs of uni¬ 
versal gratitude; and since I landed in 
England I have had the unanimous thanks 
of the couit of directors for my services 
of five-and-thirty years. Furnished with 
such proofs of the approbation of those for 
whose benefit I had conducted the affairs 
of India, it did not occur to my mind that 
any other person could urge an accusation 
against me. Much less did I conceive 
that high crimes and misdemeanors could 
be alleged in this House as grounds for 
ray impeachment before the Peers. 
Doubtless in the course of my adminis¬ 
tration i have committed- many errors ; 
but I have endeavoured so to conduct the 
government of India that it might prove 
beneficial to the Company at home, while 
it diffused repose and felicity abroad.” 
He said that he was conscious that by 
standing forward as he was doing he 
might furnish proofs of his own miscon¬ 
duct; that, however, he was willing to 
disclose the facts and measures that took 
place while he held the first office in 
Bengal, whatever personal disadvantages 
might accrue therefrom. After taking a 
general view of the accusations, he began 
to read separate answers to each of the 
charges. But by this time he had read 
himself hoarse, and he felt exhausted. 
Mr. Markham, therefore, came to his as¬ 
sistance, and made the matter still colder 
and flatter, by reading a composition not 
his own, and in defence of another per¬ 
son. When more than five hours had 
been thus employed, aud when so many 
members had been read out, that the 
House, from a very full one, had become 
almost empty, Pitt moved an adjourn¬ 
ment. Two more days dragged heavily 
on in the same manner : and at the re¬ 



quest of Hastings his defence was 01 
to be laid upon the table of the House] 
printed for the use of the members. He 
ought to have begun with this request, in¬ 
stead of ending with it; he ought never 
to have attempted trying the patience of 
that assembly with the reading; for, after 
hearing the long defence, or parts of it, 
most members would consider themselves 
exonerated from the task of perusing it 
afterwards in print. From various cir¬ 
cumstances, one might be led to believe 
that Hastings had left his shrewdness and 
his wits behind him at Calcutta, or that, 
after developing themselves and growing 
to maturity under the bright and fervid 
sky of India, they were affected by Eng¬ 
lish clouds and fogs. It is true, indeed, 
that he had gone to India a mere strip¬ 
ling ; that he bad passed his youth aud 
the best of his manhood out of England ; 
it is quite certain that the management 
of affairs in India by council-minutes, 
dispatches, and correspondence, and the 
management of affairs in England by 
parliaments, debates, and the nice ba¬ 
lancing of parties, with a free press 
in the one case, and no press at all 
in the other, are two very different 
things ; yet it might have been expected 
that a man with a sagacity and genius 
that had triumphed over many new and 
unforeseen difficulties, and that had led 
him through many a labyrinth in the 
East, would not have been long in hitting 
upon the right path at home. It is evi¬ 
dent, however, that what was said of him 
was correct; that, having passed his best 
years out of his native country, he knew 
London and Parliament only by descrip¬ 
tion, and that, having trained himself 
thoroughly to one system, which was in 
good part of his own creating, he -was 
slow in catching the step of movements 
new to him, and regulated by numerous 
and independent agencies. 

On the 1st of June Burke brought for¬ 
ward the first charge— the h’ohilia war. 
The House was pretty full at the usual 
hour of business, but he intreated a pause 
for a few minutes ; wishing, he said, that 
the members present might be propor¬ 
tionate to the importance of the matter. 
When he saw that the benches were 
crowded, he rose, and, with more oratori- 
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than would please the present 
^began his speech by a solemn 
ito British justice. He solemnly 
il any personal motive or any 
private malevolence. “ My linger,” said 
he, “ is not a pri vate, but a public resent¬ 
ment, Not all the political changes of 
administration which we have witnessed 
during the last five years — neither sum¬ 
mer retirement nor winter occupation, 
nor the snow which nature lias plentifully 
showered on my head during that period 
— none of these has had power to cool the 
anger which, as a public man, I feel, but 
which in my individual capacity T never 
have nourished for a single instant” He 
drew a vivid but certainly over-poetical 
picture of the character and condition of 
the Rohillas previous to the invasion of 
the troops of the Nabob of Oude and the 
Company; and, with a bold flight of ima¬ 
gination, he described that race as having 
been annihilated; the fact being, that, 
after the one battle, the Rohillas, as far as 
life was concerned, suffered little or no¬ 
thing, retreating with a good face to the 
foe, and then retiring with their wives 
and families to seek some other settlement 
with the same strong arm with which 
they had settled themselves in Rohilcund 
some forty years before. The other in¬ 
habitants of the country, who out-num¬ 
bered them at about the rate of twenty- 
five to one, who were anxious for their 
expulsion, and who preferred the govern¬ 
ment of the Nabob of Oude — though they 
had afterwards no cause to congratulate 
themselves on their choice or preference 
— were, as we have stated, the real suf¬ 
ferers by the barbarities of the nabob’s 
troops; it was their houses Colonel 
Champion saw burning, — it was their 
pleasant villages and well-cultivated fields, 
their women and children, that he at¬ 
tempted to save (not less from his own 
feelings than from the feelings and ex¬ 
press commands of the governor-general) 
from the insane fury of Sujali Dowlah; 
but upon this class Burke neither in his 
article of charge nor in his speech lavished 
any sympathy. At the time the ar¬ 
rangements were entered into with Sujah 
Dowlah the power of making peace and 
war with “ the infidels in India” was 
still in the Company, subject to no control 


of the British ministry. Hastily 
indeed, proceeded without orderS 
from the Company; but the Company - 
wanted money ; he got them forty lacs of 
rupees, besides freeing them from the 
expense of maintaining a considerable 
part of their troops, and, after some of 
their ordinary vacillations, quibbles, and 
contradictions, they approved and sanc¬ 
tioned all that had been done. In truth, 
their approbation was given to this ho¬ 
ld 11 a, war the moment they accepted the 
money for which Hastings had entered 
Upon it. We cannot help thinking that 
this was one of the weakest of all the 
charges. The reason why Burke placed 
it in the van of his battle was evidently 
this: Dundas in one of his resolutions 
had strongly condemned the war in ho¬ 
ld leund, and he must either abide by that 
former opinion or incur the imputation 
of inconsistency. This was urged with 
all the powers of rhetoric. The treasurer 
of the navy and arbiter of Indian affairs 
was not disconcerted. “ I admit,” said 


he, “ that these animadversions seem to 
be warranted by my conduct in 1782 ; 
but, though I then moved for Mr. Hast¬ 
ings's recall, 1 did it solely on grounds 
of expediency, and not with the slightest 
intention of instituting criminal proceed¬ 
ings.” He acknowledged that he did not 
even now approve either the justice or 
the policy of the RohilJu war. “ It must, 
however, be recollected,” said he, “ that 
since that period Mr. Hastings has been 
appointed by act of parliament governor- 
general of Bengal. 1 consider his appoint¬ 
ment as a tacit, if not avowed, pardon for 
acts which preceded it. Subsequently he 
has rendered the most splendid services 
to his country. An impeachment, there¬ 
fore, at this distance of time, upon this 
article, would be unreasonable, and inju¬ 
rious to our interests in the East.” Pitt 
did not open his lips; but when the divi¬ 
sion came, he voted with Dundas. But 
that division was still far off. The debate 
lasted till half-past three o’clock in the 
morning ; and, being renewed on the fol¬ 
lowing evening, it did not terminate till 
half-past seven o’clock on the morning of 
the 3rd of June. In this debate a first 
appearance was made by a young man 
who came into the House with a brilliant 
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1 from Eton and the university. 
Lord Mornington, afterwards 
ripiess Wellesley, who was destined 
^only twelve years later, the place 
which Hastings had occupied in India. 
He spoke ably in defence of the late go¬ 
vernor-general, and joined the master of 
the rolls in making severe reflections on 
Lord North, who, though he did not vote, 
spoke against Hastings and the Rohilla 
war, which lie had winked at when it 
happened. The queen's solicitor-general, 
who again took a strong and even violent 
part, against Hastings, admitted that, 
though every other individual present 
should join against that gentleman, the 
noble lord in the blue ribbon niust vote 
for his acquittal on the actual charge. 
Poor North, indeed, whose spirits were 
depressed, and whose wit or humour was 
damped by the fast approaches of a ter¬ 
rible calamity—total blindness—was as¬ 
sailed almost as much Hastings. And 
there seemed some ground for these 
attacks, as, though he now condemned 
the Rohilla war as deserving impeach¬ 
ment, he had, after that war, and between 
the years 1774 and 1781, while at the 
head of the government, allowed Has¬ 
tings to be thrice named by parliament 
Governor of Bengal. In liis defence, 
North said that he had endeavoured to 
procure by means of the court of directors 
—the only means that could then have 
been legally employed—his immediate 
recall; and that his endeavours were de¬ 
feated by the court of East Indian proprie¬ 
tors, who insisted that Hastings should be 
continued. These facts could not be dis¬ 
puted, but they could be conveniently 
forgotten by his assailants. Public poli¬ 
tical memory is even a more treacherous 
thing than private memory. Nothing so 
easy as to forget and confound events 
and circumstances, or to make other men 
forget and confound them. Thus, many 
members in the House would be altogether 
oblivious as to the difference between the 
controlling powers of ministers at two 
different epochs, and might fancy that 
the power now vested in ministers by 
Xfltt’s India bill was not greater than that 
which had been possessed by Lord North, 
and that therefore his lordship might have 
recalled Hastings if he had chosen, which 



certainly was not the case. North" _ 

drew before the question was put from t 
chair; but this might proceed more m 
illness and weariness than from any other 
cause. When debates lasted till half-past 
seven in the morning, there was seldom a 
very numerous attendance at the division. 
On the present occasion there had been 
nearly a full House when Burke begau 
his grand but toe long speech; but from 
200 to 300 members were wearied out 
and went home to their beds before he 
got to the end of it. Hastings’s, now 
printed defence was harshly criticised 
both by Burke and by Hardinge. The 
queen’s lawyer said—“ I see in it a per¬ 
fect character, drawn by the culprit him¬ 
self; and that character is his own. Con¬ 
scious triumph in the ability and success 
of all his measures pervades every sen¬ 
tence. Not a crime remains. All is 
talent conducted by wisdom and virtue.” 
Francis gratified his revenge by a ter¬ 
rible speech. He was listened to with 
great attention, as he had been six years 
in India, and was supposed to know the 
subject thoroughly; but there was that 
in his history, in his Indian adventures, 
and in his personal and deadly animosity 
against Hastings, which ought to have 
detracted from the weight and value of 
everything he said. Wyudham, Wilbra- 
ham, Fowls, Anstruther, Michael Angelo 
Taylor, and many others, including Fox, 
the greatest of them, spoke on the same 
side : on the other side Dundas was sup¬ 
ported by Lord Mornington, Lord Mul- 
grave, William Grenville, Burton, Scott, 
and many others, including Wilberforce, 
whose clear and melodious voice was al¬ 
ways listened to with pleasure, and with 
the greater attention from the notion 
that he very often took his cue from the 
premier.* 

When the division, long and clamor tr- 
ously called for from every part of the 
House, did at length take place, Burke’s 


* In the spring of the present year we find 
Wilberforce, though ** an altered roan,” and 
visiting the bishops to concert with them the 
establishment of an association for the discour¬ 
agement. of vice, saying in his Diary—“ Though 
1 had told Pitt that I could not promise him un¬ 
qualified support, I was surprised toJind how gene¬ 

rally we agreed 
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• of the Bohilla war, w as negatived 
by a majority of fifty-two, the numbers 
being 119 against 67. The friends of 
Hastings hailed the result as a triumph; 
and, if they did not expect that the whole 
proceeding would be quashed at once, 
they confidently anticipated that the next 
charge would undergo a like defeat, and 
that Burke would then give up the pro¬ 
secution in despair. The talk in clubs 
and drawing-rooms was, that the king’s 
estimation of Warren Hastings would soon 
1 m* seen in his elevation to the peerage, 
and in his introduction to his majesty’s 
privy council, and a seat at the board of 
control, from which he would again regu¬ 
late the empire in the East. Nay, the 
gossips par excellence , those men that 
whisper in corners with mysterious and 
portentous looks, denoting that they know 
a great deal more than they choose to tell, 
even affirmed that the title was chosen 
and the patent all but ready—that Has¬ 
tings was to take his title from the seat of 
his ancestors—that he was to be Baron 
Daylesford. And there was far better 
foundation for these reports than club¬ 
house gossips usually trade upon. It w T as 
certain that the only obstacle to the peer¬ 
age w r as the censure of the House of Com¬ 
mons; it was known that Lord Tlmrlow r 
had expressed his contempt for this .ob¬ 
jection even before Burke’s failure in the 
Bohilla charge, and had told the chancellor 
of the exchequer that, if he was afraid of 
the Commous and their recorded votes and 
resolutions, there was [nothing to prevent 
him (Thurlow) as lord chancellor and 
keeper of the great seal from obeying the 
king’s pleasure about a peerage patent. 
There were still, however, some heads 
shaken in the manner of Lord Burleigh; 
there were still some doubts expressed 
whether it w ould suit Dutidas to have 
Hastings at the board of control, or 
whether it would square with the calcu¬ 
lating policy of Pitt to persevere in crush¬ 
ing Burke’s charges, and thereby bring 
odious popular charges upon himself; for 
the notion was roused, and, though the 
people might not understand the compli¬ 
cated business, they were quite capable 



of being excited by Burke’s elo! 
and by the pictures he had draw _ 
would still draw of cruelty and oppression. 
And, in effect, the fair prospects of the 
late governor-general were soon overcast. 
On the 13th of June, immediately after 
the Whitsuntide recess, Fox brought for¬ 
ward the second article of charge; namely, 
the treatment of Cheyte Sing, Prince or 
Zemindar of Benares. The attendance 
fell short of the numbers present at the 
preceding debate; but there was still a 
pretty full House, and a great anxiety to 
hear what side the premier would take on 
this occasion. Some were of opinion that, 
with the single exception of Dundas, none 
of the individuals on the treasury bench 
knew, at the moment when the debate be¬ 
gan, bow the chancellor of the exchequer 
would vote, or what sentiments he would 
deliver. This anxiety, however, w as soon 
removed, for Pitt, who had sat silent 
during the previous discussion, rose at an 
early stage of the debate, after Fox and 
Francis had spoken. He declared that 
he had attentively studied the W'hoie sub¬ 
ject, and that he had come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the governor-general was fully 
justified in calling on Cheyte Sing for 
aid, both in money and in men ; that he 
was equally justified in imposing fines 
when that assistance was contumaciously 
withheld; and, finally, that the conduct 
of the governor-general, his firmness, 
decision, and vast resources of mind, 
during all the dangers of the insurrection, 
called for the highest admiration and 
praise. With a commanding flow of 
words, he accused Burke and Fox both 
of oratorical exaggeration and of party 
misrepresentation; but the bitterest part 
of his speech was reserved for the bitter 
Francis, who had seconded the present 
motion. Pitt reprobated the malignant 
spirit of that ex-member of the supreme 
council, questioned the rectitude of his 
character, and censured his conduct, both 
in India and in that House, as being as 
dishonest as it was malignant. But the 
ears of the friends of Hastings had scarcely 
drunk in these pleasant sounds ere the pre¬ 
mier filled them with much less welcome 
notes. Having made up his mird to a 
middle course, to a miserable compromise, 
not between right and wrong, but between 
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nsidered as expedient and pro- 
tmd what the country considered 
/Pitt went on to say that, though 
unquestionably had the right of 
demanding aid and imposing fines, he 
thought that the fines he had imposed, were 
too great in amount, and his behaviour 
too severe on the occasion. It appeal’s 
that these words dropped from him hesi¬ 
tatingly, and with a look that seemed t6 
say he would blush, if his hard, stiff face 
were capable of blushing; but that, he 
afterwards added, with a little more 
energy—“ The fine imposed on Cheyte 
Sing was exorbitant, unjust, tyrannical. 
I therefore shall agree to the motion be¬ 
fore the House, hut I confine myself 
solely to the exorbitancy of the fine, ap¬ 
proving every preceding as well as sub¬ 
sequent, part of the late governor-general’s 
conduct throughout the whole of that 
transaction.”* This was all the argu¬ 
ment he used to reconcile his numerous 


followers and retainers who had gone 
down to vote for Hastings, hut must now 
trim their sails for a different tack, and 
vote against him. The great flock were 
ready to follow the great, bell-wether; 
but there were men who could not so 
easily reconcile their inclinations and 
their consciences. Pitt’s own near rela¬ 
tive, Mr. William Grenville, his bosom 
friend and proUtyf, Arden, attorney-gene¬ 
ral, and Lord Mulgrave, who were seated 
near the minister, protested that they must 
differ from him; that, as honest men, they 
could not think Hastings deserving of 
impeachment on this charge, or concur in 


* Hastings, in a letter to a friend in India, 
written a few days after this debate, says—“ You 
will hear from others what justice I have re¬ 
ceived. With ministry and opposition both 
united against me. I have been declared guilty of 
a high crime and misdemeanor, in having t'n- 
taided to exact a line too large for the offence— 
the offence being admitted to merit a fine—from 
Cheyte Sing. This has .given consequence to 
my accuser, who was sinking into infamy, and 
had every reason to expect punishment for the 
baseness and falsehoods of his charges against mo. 
It is new to me to see a criminal prosecution 
hang over a man's head the length of a chancery 
suit, in a land where the laws will not permit 
the jurvto slcepover atrial for murder .''—Letter 
dated l&t/l of July, 1786, as given by Glvig, Lite. 



the vote. There was murmufl 
whispering in some other parJs'Vuw* 
ministerial benches. VVi 1 berforec'HfhS 

with all his humanity, believed that the 
conduct of Hastings was in part justifiable 
and in part excusable, and who had been 
taught so to believe by his friend Pitt— 
for his own thoughts at the time were 
more engaged about a scheme for putting- 
down vice by means of bishops and royal 
proclamations, thau about the affairs of In¬ 
dia—was evidently puzzled and confused. 
Pitt, quitting liis seat, sat for some time 
by Wilberforce’s side explaining his un¬ 
expected conduct, justifying it on scruples 
of conscience which he knew would have 
their weight on his conscientious and de¬ 
vout friend, and very earnestly declaring 
that this business of Benares was too bad, 
and that he had found it impossible 
to stand any longer by Hastings. He 
succeeded in convincing Wilber force of 
the sincerity and purity of his motives ;* 


* Wo glean these particulars from Mr. Mac¬ 
aulay. who, we divine, lias had family sources 
of information and ample means of hearing 
Mr. Wilberforce's sentiments from his own lips. 
He says that that good man used often to 
relate the events of this remarkable night, 
and describe the amazement of the House at 
Pitt’s unexpected conduct. The sons of Mr. 
Wilberforce and the authors and editors of his 
Life and Correspondence seldom deign to notice 
such profane matters. It would be difficult to 
find in any other case seven long volumes (there 
are five or the Life and two of the Letter*), re 
lating to a public man, so destitute of information 
about public affairs. In opening the Life at this 
particular point we find quotations from Mr. 
wilberforce’s diary like these:—" Oh, give me a 
now heart, and put a right spirit within me, that 
1 may keep thy statutes and do them."—"Near 
three" hours going to and seeing Albion MilJ. 
Did not think or God.”—" Meditation : What 
shall I do to be saved ?”—“ 23rd. Thought too 
faintly. Meditation: Heart deceitful above all 
things.—“2 r >lh. I this day received the sacra¬ 
ment.”—Things proper for Mr. Wilberforce to 
note in private memoranda, but neither proper 
nor profitable to others, and which we scarcely 
think he himself would ever have consented to 
publish. A great, part of the Life is made up outof 
these disjointed notes. In looking into the Corre¬ 
spondence we do not find one syllable about the 
ifenares charge and his friend Pitt’s conduct 
upon it. The shortest note, struck off at the 
moment, would have been interesting. At the 
end of the. Life, arnon^ two or three scanty re¬ 
miniscences, we find the following without, date 
—“Oh, bow little justice was done to Pitt on 
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minds of other men the course 
to be accounted for in 
manner, and few but 
were sold body and soul to the 
had the face to deny that his 
pnduct, if nothing worse, was mean and 
evasive. Even Major Scott was listened to 
Hen he reprobated the paltry quibbling, 
id said that the minister, after acknow¬ 
ledging the transcendent services of Has- 
ings, was now abandoning him to his 
enemies, on account, as he said, of the 


quantum of a fine, levied, not from any 
corrupt motive, but for the public service , 
in a moment of danger and distress. 
Dempster, a Scotch member and country 
gentleman, who had usually voted with 
the party of Fox and Burke, maintained 
that Hastings had been the saviour of our 
possessions in the East; and that the only 
fault he had committed was in returning 
to this country with a very limited for¬ 
tune. Dundas, to whom unfavourable 
suspicions attached, perhaps more closely 
even than to Pitt, never opened his lips 
during the debate — but when the division 
came, he voted with the premier. That 
division affords a curious index to the 
state of conscience of the House of Com¬ 
mons. Exactly the same numbers— 119 
—that had acquitted Hastings on the 
Iiohilla charge voted him guilty on this 
Benares charge, the minority voting in 
his favour being 79. According to the cal¬ 
culation of a member who voted in the 
minority, full fifty individuals followed 
the voice and signal of Pitt, without 
conviction, examination, or hesitation. 
“ Every first minister of England,” says 
this worthy member, who is neither so 
dull nor quite so incorrect as he has been 


Warren Hast trigs’* business! People were ask¬ 
ing what could make Pitt support him on this 
point, and on that, as if he was acting from ooli- 
ficalmotives; whereas he was always weighing 
In every particular whether Hastings had ex¬ 
ceeded the discretionary power lodged in him. 
I well remember—I could swear to it now—Pitt 
listening most attentively to some facts which 
were coming out eitiier in the first or second case, 
lie beckoned me over, and went with mo behind 
the chair, and said, « Does not this look very ill 
t o you ?’ ' Very bad, indeed.’ He then returned 
to ’his place, and made Ins speech, giving up 
Hastings’s case. He paid as much impartial 
attention to it as if he were a juryman.” 



represented, “must be able to 
such a phalanx, who ask no qu3 
such is necessarily the genius of 
vemment and constitution in practice, 
though not in theory/'* The friends of 
Hastings, all the members representing 
the India interest, who had been accus¬ 
tomed to give a general support to the 
administration, and who on some other 
questions had been just, as subservient to 
Pitt, exclaimed against the baseness of 
those who had followed him on this occa¬ 
sion, and attributed to the premier and 
to Dundas the selfish motives which others 
suspected them of; that is to say, they ac¬ 
cused the head of the government and the 
head of the board of control of a jealousy 
and fear of the late governor-general. 
This was Hastings’s own conviction, and he 
never afterwards forgave Pitt We con¬ 
fess, however, that we must continue to 
doubt the correctness of the notion, at 
least in as far as relates to the premier, 
who, though his ruling passion might be 
the avarice of power, could scarcely feel 
either fear or jealousy of Hastings. Our 
doubt scarcely extends to Dundas. We 
also admit that, if Hastings’s violent advo¬ 
cate Thurlow—a man, seemingly, violent 
in everything—really acted in the way he 
is said to have done, and had hinted that 
blastings might have a peerage without 
the interference of the chancellor of the 
exchequer, Pitt may have been actuated 
by rage and indignation at what he would 
certainly consider an encroachment on 
his rights and province as premier. This 
greatest of peer-makers never could bear 
a peer to be made except at his own selec¬ 
tion and recommendation. This, indeed, 
had long been an established part of offi¬ 
cial prerogative; but perhaps no prime 
minister had ever guarded it so jealously 


* Sir ■N. W. YVraxall, Posthumous Memoirs. 
The baronet, however, seems to confess that, in a 
case like the present, where the House assumed 
a judicial capacity, and where the character, the 
fortune, and it might he even the life of an 
eminent man were concerned, ** more severe 
scruples might have directed their votes.” 

“ These reflections,” he continues, ” derive 
strength, if we consider that, the far greater 
number of those who divided with Pitt were men 
of high birth and independent fortunes, though 
not, it may be thought, of independent minds.” 








THE DIAMOND. 


Ive worst impression, however, 
and Hastings’s friends did not 
dmselves with entertaining it in 
Out, of doors, both publicly and 
privately, they attributed the conduct of 
the premier to motives of the basest jea¬ 
lousy; they declared it was in the full 
confidence of his protection and support 
that they had urged Burke to bring for¬ 
ward the charges with which he had been 
so long menacing the governor-general; 
and that it was in this confidence that 
their friend had been persuaded to come 
to the bar of the Commons with a hasty 
and premature defence.* 


* Ann. Regist. In a letter written many yearo 
after, and only four months before his death, 
Hastings tel’s Mr. E. B. Impey, the sou of his old 
friend S'ir Elijah, thet he mil give him "a well- 
attested anecdote,” and then acids:—“Previous 
to the day on which the article of Benares was 
debated, the ministerial members had received 
instructions to give their votes against it. At an 
early hour of that morning Mr. Dundrs called on Mr. 
Pitt , awoke him from lit* sleep, and engaged him in 
a contest of three hours’ duration, which ended in an 
inversion of the ministerial instructions, of which it 
was mg chance to he apprised the. same momAng." 
The inversion of the w-ord ol‘ command to the 
ministerial members is quite certain, and v si 
made evident in the debate, and in some conver¬ 
sation across the table after the division. It was 
this that caused the amazement and awakened the 
scruples of Mr. Will>erforce. From this passage 
in one of the last letters Hastings ever wrota, it 
should appear that he firmly believed that in this 
matter Dundas had led Pitt, Hnd not Pitt Honda*. 
Hastings states repeatedly that he was all along 
looking to a seat at the board of control, and to 
the principal management of Indian a Hairs, as a 
proper reward for his past services. Now, Dun- 
das was the last man in the world to bear any 
brother near his throne, or to be over-scrupulous 
as to the means to be employed to extinguish so 
dangerous a rival as Hastings. 

From pride, and perhaps From some better mo¬ 
tives, or it might bo also from a conviction that 
his trouble would be thrown away, as he had 
little money and no patronage, the ex-governor 
general did not try to make a party in the House 
of Commons. He says :—*• I have not solicited, 
nor will i, the interest of a single member of the 
House, and after what has passed am Irulifferer t 
about the issue, provided only it be speedy. It 
hurts me, I own, to be tried by jndgftr who vote 
with their party In a judicial as they do in a poli¬ 
tical question : yet people talk of It as a tiling of 
course. In tho mean time my prosecutors (for 
they are many, and they are also my judges) fill 
the papers with the most wicked lies to influence 
the public against me, and my (Mends tell me 
that I must not give myself any concern about 
them; yet everybody believes every calumny so ut- 
tered , if they do not affect ihemst Ives, their friends, 
and connexions.”—Letter, dated ldth July, 178(5. 
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Oit the 14th of June, the very t 
the decision of the Commons 
Benares charge, Hastings presented to his 
majesty a splendid diamond, sent by the 
Nizam of the Deccan. It is said that the 
Nizam had transmitted the precious jewel 
to Calcutta; that it did not arrive mere 
until after Hastings had quitted the 
Ganges; that the packet containing the 
diamond was sent after the governor- 
general by the first good ship; that, it did 
not reach him till the ‘2nd of June, when 
the llohilla charge was pending; that a 
variety of casual circumstances had hin¬ 
dered the presentation to the king till the 
14th ; and that it was then presented by 
Lord Sydney at a levee, at which Hast¬ 
ings was present It was also said that 
the bulse, or purse, beside the diamond of 
great size and value, contained a letter 
from the Nizam to his majesty, which 
clearly showed that the present proceeded 
from the spontaneous generosity of the 
Indian prince, and that the late governor- 
general had nothing whatever to do in 
the affair except as having been chosen 
as the proper channel for the transmis¬ 
sion of the. present. All this might be 
perfectly true, but the diamond was 
nevertheless presented at an unlucky mo¬ 
ment. Two nights after, when Major 
Scott, was calling the attention of the 
House to some alarming circumstances in 
Bengal, and to some suspicious prepara¬ 
tions making in the Mauritius by the 
French, Sheridan said, that the only 
extraordinary news that he had heard 
of was the arrival of an extraordinary 
large diamond, said to have been presented 
to his majesty at an extraordinary and 
critical perioa, and —which was also ex¬ 
traordinary —presented by an individual 
charged, by that House, with high crimes 
and misdemeanors! Scott harangued, 
explained, and read letters in confirma¬ 
tion of his assertions, hut to little purpose. 
The caricaturists, pamphleteers, news- 
writers, song-writers, amfepi gram-makers 
of the day caught up the story, and by the 
united means of their various arts spread 
it rapidly over town and country. The 
“ mysterious diamonds/’ meant to check 
“ the impending vote,” were put into 
smart satires and decent verses by the 
authors of the Itolliad, and into coarser 
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/bt j authors of less repute. The 
is were sung about the streets and 
fcp in the printed 1 era* windows. 
Nizam’s unit was multiplied ad 
nitwn —there was no end to the diamonds! 
One ingenious caricaturist represented on 
one side of his picture the king on his 
knees, with his mouth wide open, and on 
the other Warren Hostings pitching dia¬ 
monds into his majesty’s opened mouth. 
Another artist represented the king with 
crown and sceptre huddled in a wheel¬ 
barrow, and Hastings wheeling him off, 
with a label from his mouth saying, 



“ What a man buys he may s 
for the droll who made the hit, and! 
by it, there chanced to be exhibr„~ D 
town a man that pretended to masticate 
and digest the hardest stones, and the 
walls of London were placarded with in¬ 
vitations to the curious, headed, “ The 
Great Stone-Eater.” The king was 
drawn with a diamond betw een his teeth, 
and a heap of diamonds before him, and 
underneath was written, “ The Greatest 
Stone-Eater.” 

The proceedings against Hastings went 
no further this session. 
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THE BEGUM CHARGE. 


CHAPTER XXII, 


In the time Buvke had not been 

idle with his impeachment. On the very 
first day of the session he gave notice that 
he should renew proceedings on the 1 st 
of February, 1787. The 1 st and the 2 nd 
of February were spent in examining Mr. 
Middleton, late resident at Lucknow, and 
Sir Elijah Impey, late chief justice at 
Calcutta, who were ingeniously tormented 
for the purpose of extracting from them 
evidence against Hastings. On the 7 th 
of February the third charge of the im¬ 
peachment was opened by Sheridan, as 
Burke had opened the first, and Fox the 
second. This third eiiarge related to the 
treatment of the Begums, or princesses, of 
Ou.de, and was obviously more susceptible 
of rhetorical ornaments and strong ap¬ 
peals to the feelings, and at the same time 
required less accurate knowledge and less 
business detail, tliau the preceding charges. 
It was, no doubt, for those and other good 
reasons that the subject was allotted to 
this fanciful, and brilliant orator. Sheri¬ 
dan, according to his own private confes¬ 
sion. knew little or nothing about India 
and its affairs; but then there was Fran¬ 
cis, who knew a great deal, locally and 
practically 5 there was Fox, who had ac¬ 
quire! a fund of information by the plea¬ 
sant medium of conversation ; and there 
was Burke, who knew every thing by read¬ 
ing and intense study; and by these gentle¬ 
men and others Sheridan was crammed 
for the great occasion. We mean no 
disrespect to the genius and eloquence of 
the most fascinating orator of his day— 
we merely mean that Sheridan was idle 
and negligent, and did not enter upon the 
subject of the crimes of Hastings, or the 
sufferings of the Indians, with, a solemn, 
conviction like Burke’s. Parts of the 
speech which he now delivered were as 
witty and sparkling as auy passages in his 
own comedies; parts rose to the tone o? 
lofty poetry; parts were filled with a 


pathos that went to the hearts even of 
those who knew that the orator was doing 
little more than playing a part; and some 
portions were considered as the very per¬ 
fection of manly eloquence. We canuot 
judge of the effect produced upon the 
audience merely by a dry reading of im¬ 
perfect fragments, for the most part, it may 
be presumed, not very faithfully reported; 
but an immensity of concurrent evideuce 
seems to prove that the impression pro¬ 
duced was altogether wonderful. As a 
matter of course, Sheridan treated the 
whole matter merely as an orator, and 
never permitted facts, or doubts, or the 
delicate dread of going too far and say¬ 
ing too much against the party accused, 
to check one flight of his imagination. 
But, viewing this speech as a work of art 
—and no rational man will ever again 
consider it in any other light—and judg¬ 
ing by the report, which was more likely 
to leave out than to put in, wc should con¬ 
ceive that the display was injured and 
weakened by this excess of fanciful deco¬ 
ration ; and both in the witty and the pa¬ 
thetic parts there were lamentable proofs 
of false, bad taste, and of a thorough arti¬ 
ficiality. Still, however, as a whole, it 
must have been an extraordinary perform¬ 
ance. Burke declared that it was the 
most astonishing effort of eloquence of 
which there w as any record or tradition. 
Fox said that all that he had ever heard, 
all that he had ever read, when compared 
with it dwindled into nothing ;* and 


• This was Riid out aloud, and with due sob va¬ 
nity, m the course of the present debate It has 
been mentioned, however, that Fox,in the course 
of the same nigir., expressed his astonishment at 
the pathetical and horrible parts of the oration, 
and at the orator’s assumed fury, nayinxj, sotto 
voce, ** This might be all vtry well from Burke, but 
from Sheridan it docs look a little like acting l" 
We do not doubt that Fox admired the speech 
us a work of art, though his taste must have ob¬ 
jected to many parU of it. “When Fox was 

s 2 
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mother accomplished orator 
mpctent critic, spoke of it, 
/after, in terms equally enthu- 
. he main scope and object was 
to paint the darkest deeds with which the 
name of Hastings was connected in the 
darkest and most appalling colours—to 
give a grand crescendo of iniquity and 
horror—not to sift accusations, but to en¬ 
force credit for them all, and embody 
them all at the end in one mighty mass 
of atrocity. Several curious stones are 
told as to the way in which he trans¬ 
ported and whirled his auditors along 
with him. Odc of the best is that re¬ 
lated of Logan, the author of the exqui¬ 
site little Ode to the Cuckoo, who had 
abandoned or been expelled his calling as 
a minister of the church of Scotland, and 
who had forsaken poetry to become a 
hack writer, a hired political pamphleteer, 
in London, taking any side that paid best, 
and all sides in turns. This Logan, who 
is said to have written just before a mas¬ 
terly defence of Hastings, was in the gal¬ 
lery this evening, prepossessed for the 
accused and against the accuser. At the 
end of the first hour of Sheridan’s speech 
he said to a friend near him, “ All this is 
declamation without proof:” when the 
second hour was finished he said, “ This 
is a most wonderful orationlater he 
said, “ Mr. Hastings has acted very un¬ 
justifiably later still, “ Hastings is a 
most atrocious criminaland at the end 
of all, “ Of all monsters of iniquity, the 
most enormous is Warren Hastings.” We 
have our doubts as to the perfect authen¬ 
ticity of this anecdote, because, from what 
we know of Logan’s character and man¬ 
ner of living at the time, we think it ex¬ 
tremely probable that, if he had written 
for Warren Hastings on one day, he had 
written against him on the next, and that 
therefore he had no strong prepossession 
either way when he went into the House; 
but we can very well believe that effects si¬ 
milar to those neatly ^escribed in the story 

asked what he thought the host speech he had 
ever beard, he reptied. • Sheridan s on the im¬ 
peachment of Has-tin^a. in the House of Commons 
(not that in Westminster Hall).* When asked 
what hi- thought of his own speech on the break¬ 
ing out of the war, Fox replied, ‘That was a d—d 
good speech too.' 1 heard this from Lord Hul- 
land." — Lord Byron's Diary. 



were really produced upon nu^ 
by Sheridan’s grand oratorical lea 
yet again, after all, there must hav 
something theatrical in the speech and in 
the orator’s manner — something that acted 
upon the minds of the audience in a very 
different manner from the solemn earnest¬ 
ness of Burke, and the unstudied, gushing 
vehemence of Fox. Thus, when he sat 
down, all, or nearly all, in the crowded 
House— members, right and left, peers 
and strangers — joined in a tumult of ap¬ 
plause, and kept up a loud and long clap¬ 
ping of hands as if they had been in a 
theatre. Such a mode of expressing their 
approbation was indeed new, irregular, 
and indecorous, in that place. A cry of 
“ encore” would have completed the illu¬ 
sion, converting for a moment St. Ste¬ 
phen’s Chapel into Drury Lane. The 
speech occupied considerably more than 
five hours in the delivery. According to 
a member present, who meant a compli¬ 
ment and no sarcasm—“ in many parts 
and passages it was absolutely dramatic ; 
not less so than the * Duenna’ orthe * School 
for Scandal.’ .... He led captive his 
audience, of whom a large proportion was 
very incapable of discriminating truth 
from misrepresentation or exaggeration. 
The very scene of these transactions which 
lay in Asia, on the banks of the Ganges 
or the Jumna; the personages who per¬ 
formed the principal parts — viziers, prin¬ 
cesses, eunuchs, and rajahs; zenanas and 
harems entfited by violence ; joghires ar¬ 
bitrarily resumed and treasures seized on 
by military force; all these accessories, 
when decorated with the charm of oratory, 
subdued liis hearers and left them in 
breathless admiration, accompanied or fol¬ 
lowed by conviction.”* Of the imperfect 
fragments — the bits picked here and there 
— which seem to he all that remain in 
type or in pen-and-ink, of this marvellous 
performance, there is one particular pas¬ 
sage which has been cited as being so 
strongly marked with the characteristics 

* Sir N.‘Wraxall, Posthumous Memoirs. Ni- 
cholls, who wus uiso present at the debate, and 
voted on ihe snim* side \s Wraxall (t. e. against 
this impeachment in all its stages), says, soberly 
— “I did not admire this speech. . . . Mr. 
Sheridan's speech was not calculated to inform, 
but to mislead his hearers.”— Recollections . 










SHERIDAN'S ORATION. 


\’s talent, as to be entitled to be 
on as a pretty faithful repre- 
di\ of what, he spoke.* In our opi¬ 
nion it is also to be considered as a speci¬ 
men of his artificiality and of the unbounded 
licence of liis tongue. In the last par¬ 
ticular he did not exceed Burke ;f but 
there was this difference between them—- 
Burke really felt what he said, and Sheri¬ 
dan only acted. The feelings of Burke 
were so intense, and his conviction of the 
late governor-general's deep guilt so en¬ 
tire, that he would not have stayed in the 
same room with Hastings; but Sheridan, 
if the opportunity had offered, would have 
sat down amicably with Hastings over a 
bottle of wine, charming him by bis 
wit, as he did every one else, and being 
charmed by the nabob’s mild and most 
gentlemanly manners, as was almost, every 
one that closely approached Warren 
Hastings. Many persons, in the House 
and out, of it, had confessed that the late 
governor-general must it several instances 
have exceeded his authority, and that 
some of his actions, as at Benares, Chunar, 
and Lucknow, could only be excused by 
the facts that all that he had done had been 
fbr a great object—for the salvation of 
British India—and that, like a high- 
minded man, he had sought no money, no 
iaghires, no advantages of any kind for 
himself. Confining his view to a uarro\ 
part of these arguments, Sheridan said— 
“ To estimate the solidity of such a de¬ 
fence, it would be sufficient merely to con¬ 
sider in what consisted this prepossessing 
distinction, this captivating characteristic 
of greatness of mind. Is it not solely to 
he traced, in great actions directed to great 
ends ? In them, and them alone, we are t;0 
search for true estimable magnanimity. To 
them only can we justly affix the splendid 
title and honours of real greatness. There 
was indeed another species of greatness, 
which displayed itself in boldly conceiv¬ 
ing a bad measure, and undauntedly pur¬ 
suing it to its accomplishment. But had 

• T. Moore, Life :>f Sheridau. 

t It was not la Haatiugs’e manner to indulge in 
that kind of revenge, but hi* injudicious eham- 
piou, Major Scott, certainly g3we buck ]3urke 
the hard word* ha applied to the late guvemor- 
geiieral with interest. For example, the major 
calls Burke "that infamous scoundrel“that 
reptile, Mr, Burke,’' &c. 


Mr. Hastings the merit of exhibiting 
either of these descriptions of greatness, 
—even the latter ? He saw nothing great 
—nothing magnanimous—nothing open 
--nothing direct in his measures or in his 
mind. On the contrary, he had too often 
pursued the worst objects by the worst 
means. His course was an eternal devia¬ 
tion from rectitude. He either tyran¬ 
nised or deceived; and was by turns a 
Dionysius and a Scapin. As well might 
the writhing obliquity of the serpent be 
compared to the swift directness of the 
arrow, as the duplicity of Mr. Hastings’s 
ambition to the simple steadiness of ge¬ 
nuine magnanimity. In his mind ail was 
shuffling, ambiguous, dark, insidious, and 
little ; nothing simple, nothing uwnixed; 
all, afflicted plainness, and actual dissimu¬ 
lation ; a heterogeneous mass of contradic¬ 
tory qualities; with nothing great but 
his crimes, and even those contrasted by 
the littleness of his motives, which at 
once denoted both his baseness and mean¬ 
ness, and marked him for a traitor and a 
trickster. Nay, in his style and writing 
there was the same mixture of vicious 
contrarieties; the most grovelling ideas 
were conveyed in the most inflated Jan- 
guage, giving mock consequence to low 
cavils, and uttering quibbles in heroics; 
so that his compositions disgusted the 
mind’s taste, as much as his actions ex¬ 
cited the soul’s abhorrence. Indeed, this 
mixture of character seemed, by some un¬ 
accountable but inherent quality, to be 
appropriated, though iu inferior degrees, 
to everything that concerned his employ¬ 
ers. lie remembered to have heard an 
honourable and learned gentleman (Mr. 
Dnndas) remark that there was something 
in the first frame and constitution of the 
Company which extended the sordid prin¬ 
ciples of their origin over all their succes¬ 
sive operations; connecting with their 
civil policy, and even with their boldest 
achievements, the meanness of a pedlar 
and the profligacy of pirates; alike in the 
political and the military line could be 
observed auctioneering ambassadors and 
trading generals; and thus wc saw a revo¬ 
lution brought about by affidavits; an 
army employed in executing an arrest; 
a town bt^ieged on a note of hand; a 
prince dethroned for the balance of an ac - 
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bus it, was they exhibited a go- 
ywhieh united the mock majesty 
uy sceptre and the little traffic if 
'reliant's counting-house, wielding a 
truncheon with one hand, and pichiug a 
pocket with the other.'* Against Sir Elijah 
Impey Sheridan ran on still more riot¬ 
ously. He called him “ the Oriental 
Grotius,” and described him as “ de¬ 
grading the dignity of his high office, lay¬ 
ing aside the character of a judge, and 
soiling the ermine by condescending to 
execute the fu actions of a pettifogging 
attorney; running up and down the coun¬ 
try ferreting out affidavits, nnd carrying 
them upon his shoulders in a bundle, like a 
pedlar with his pack,? Nor was Middle,- 
ton, the resident at Lucknow, more gently 
treated by the orator. He was made to 
figure in fifty antitheses, some horrible 
and some ludicrous. “ In the prosecu¬ 
tion of the Begums,” said Sheridan, “ an 
army was sent to execute an arrest, a 
siege was undertaken for a note of hand, 
and a rebellion was proved by affidavit. 
There was a trading general, an auc¬ 
tioneer ambassador, and a chief-judge no¬ 
tary!” When the House had done clap¬ 
ping and applauding, one of the friends 
of Sir. Hastings—Sir William Dolben— 
attempted to speak, but, finding he could 
hardly obtain the least attention, he sat 
down, again. Sir William or pome other 
friend observed that the House was ex¬ 
hausted by the long excitement of the 
wonderful speech; and that it would be 
proper to adjourn before coming to any 
opinion, or hearing any other oration, 
which must appear flat and dull in the 
comparison. This was also the opinion 
of Pitt; but Fox- who wanted a division 
while the feelings of the House were still 
responding to the magic of the enchanter, 
reminded gentlemen that it was only mid¬ 
night. “It is obvious,” said he, “that 
the speech just delivered has made no 
ordinary impression; and I see no reason 
why we may not come to the question. 
If any friend of Mr. Hastings should wish 
to attempt effacing the impression, this 
appears to be the proper time for doing 
it.” Major Scott, with consummate im¬ 
prudence. after declaring that he could 
convict Sheridan of many gross mis repre¬ 
sentations of facts, professed his willing¬ 



ness to proceed if such should be th< 
sure of the House. But Pitt interpose* 

—“ A more able speech,” said he, HlSs 
perhaps never been pronounced. But I 
can by no means agree that, because one 
dazzling display of oratory has been ex¬ 
hibited, other gentlemen ought to be pre¬ 
cluded from giving their opinions. For 
these reasons, I, for one, wish for an im¬ 
mediate adjournment.” And accordingly, 
at about one o’clock ; n the morning, the 
House adjourned. On the morrow the 
debate was resumed by Francis, who, 
though not a fluent speaker, was very 
capable of giving strong Junius touches 
in a case into which he had thrown all 
the earnestness and bitterness of Iris na¬ 
ture. Major Scott responded with his 
usual length, nnd with more than his 
usual ability. He contrasted the calami¬ 
ties and disgraces sustained nearly every¬ 
where else during the war with Hastings’s 
acquisitions of territory in the East. He 
asked the members of the present opposi¬ 
tion why, if they considered the treatment 
of the Begums so criminal, they had not 
recalled the governor-general in 17 
when they were themselves in office. He 
affirmed that the affidavits taken by Sir 
Elijah Impey, and other good testimony, 
fuliy proved that the Princesses of Ouae 
had taken part in the insurrection of Be¬ 
nares, and had actually raised troops with 
intent to support Cheyte Sing. He de¬ 
pictured the critical situation of our affairs 
m the East between the month of October, 
1780, and the beginning of the year 1783 
— Hyder Ali and the French at the gates 
of Madras, the French fleet cruising on 
the Coromandel coast, Sir Eyre Coote 
looking solely to the governor-general for 
the means of paying his army, on which 
depended the fate of India, the Bengal 
treasury empty, the very money for the 
Company’s annual investments in native 
produce and manufactures all appropriated 
to the war, and all spent, loans raised 
among the seits, or native bankers, until 
they could lend no more, money borrowed 
in every direction, and yet the troops, both 
European and native, left with their pay 
many months in arrear. “ One fact,” 
concluded Scott, “no man can dciubt; 
namely, that the sum procured from the 
Princesses of Oude could not have been 
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(any other source. And with- 
tipply, we might now have been 
j here, how Mr. Hastings should 
be impeached—-not for saving, but for 
losing India." This speech, and particu¬ 
larly the last argument in it, were calcu¬ 
lated to make a "deep impression ; but on 
one side of the House the opposition were 
pledged to support Buiko’s view of the 
case, and on the other tne ministerialists 
awaited the nod of the minister. Fine 
arguments and splendid oratory produced 
their effects, and were no doubt of '3, 
out of doors, but within the walls ot' hat 
House they rarely carried a dozen votes 
one way or the other, unless they were 
accompanied by other influences. The 
great fugleman did not leave his majority 
long in doubt: Pitt rose to speak -all 
eyes were fixed upon him—but seldom 
did he make so equivocating and mean an 
appearance. After a few commonplaces 
and the assertion that he had compared 
the charge minutely with the evidence, lie 
said he was now ready to concur with 
the motion, that he thought himself bound 
to vote with the honourable gentleman 
who had brought in the charge! But he 
begged to draw a distinction: the resump¬ 
tion of the Begums’ jaghires was in his 
opinion a measure which might in certain 
situations have been justifiable, though 
certainly it was a measure that came 
awkwardly from the Company, who had 
guaranteed the treaty securing the Bhow 
Begum in her estates : but the seizure of 
the Begums' treasure, being unsupported 
by law, and not called for by any state 
necessity (there was as much law in Hie 
one case as in the other, and state necessity 
was with Hastings equally the motive in 
both), he thought it impossible not to con¬ 
demn it: and in his opinion the crime 
was greatly aggravated by making the 
uabob the instrument of it, by setting the 
son to rob the mother. Pitt further said 
that the offence was aggravated by Hast¬ 
ings's conduct in stimrng the orders of 
the court of directors, which expressly 
commanded a revision of the proceedings 
against those princesses. But the minis¬ 
ter did not take into account that revision 
without restitution would be a mockery 
—-did not intimate that the directors had 
been altogether route on the trying matter 



of restitution, and had quietly wii 
the disobeying of their order in theI 
of investigation—did not hint that, long 
before the paper from Leadenliall-street 
reached India, the money was gone, and 
could not be restored (the jaghires, as we 
have seen, were restored)—did not speak 
out manfully and inform the House that 
the treasures of Fyzabad had been em¬ 
ployed and spent in supporting the war 
against the French and tl Mysoreans, 
and that, though guilt had been contracted 
in getting at the money, India had been 
saved. Sheridan and Fox joined in ap¬ 
plauding the minister’s delicate sense of 
justice; and when Hastings’s friends at¬ 
tempted to renew the argument, they were 
coughed down, or interrupted by cries of 
“Question I” “Question!” It was ob¬ 
served, however, that several members of 
administration looked blank and disap¬ 
pointed ; neither Pitt's relative, W. Gren¬ 
ville, nor Lord Mulgrave, neither the at¬ 
torney-general nor the master of the rolls, 
uttered a syllable: the solicitor-general 
spoke, but it was only to declare that he 
never could agree to an impeachment, and 
that therefore he should not vote on the 
pending question. Upon a division, 
Sheridan's proposition was carried by 175 
against 68. 

On the 19th of February Burke called 
the attention of the House to the present 
state of the prosecution, which, he said, 
was attended with many awkward circum¬ 
stances, arising out of their having origi¬ 
nally departed from the usual course of 
proceeding in matters of that nature. 
Perhaps the deliberate caution with which 
they had proceeded might be attended 
with some advantages; but he thought 
now, that, having solemnly determined 
upon two charges of atrocious delin¬ 
quency, there was quite ground enough 
for drawing up the impeachment, ami 
that the sooner they resorted to a vote of 
impeachment the better. Upon such vole 
proper step* might be taken for prevent¬ 
ing the party impeached from quitting 
the kingdom, removing his property, 
alienating any sums of money, or taking 
any other steps to evade the . ads of jus¬ 
tice. There was, he said, a little circum¬ 
stance that rendered such a step very 
necessary: another gentleman from India. 






OUll INDIAN EMPIRE* 




plicated in Mr. Hastings’s trans- 
und against whom proceedings 
nous nature would soon be insti- 
, within a short time, sold out 
of the public funds property to the amount 
of 50,000/. The person here referred to 
was Sir Elijah Impey. But Major Scott, 
thinking that Burke had been speaking 
of property belonging to Mr. Hastings, got 
up to assure the House that he had no con¬ 
cern in it, and to declare that lie believed 
that Mr. Hastings’s whole fortune did not 
at that moment much exceed 50,000/. 
Pitt would not enter into Burke’s hurry, 
and so it was resolved that the proceed¬ 
ings should continue to move on accord¬ 
ing to the rule of “ deliberate caution/’ 
On the following day, the House being in 
committee on the charges, Dundas said 
that, as intimation had been given that a 
charge of a serious nature would be 
brought forward against Sir Elijah Im¬ 
pey, he would suggest to those concerned 
in the prosecution that it. would be incon¬ 
sistent with the justice, the candour, and 
the benevolence of that House, to call and 
examine a gentleman as a witness at their 
bar, and then to make liis evidence the 
ground of future crimination against him. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, who had taken the 
case of Sir Elijah into his own hands, re¬ 
plied that, though he had determined to 
move for an impeachment against Sir 
Elijah Impey, yel; the House could not. 
think of waiving the advantage of any in¬ 
formation it could possibly obtain. He 
said the subject of Impey’s present exa¬ 
mination would not exactly come within 
the limits of his intended charge, although 
that charge would go to affect nearly the 
whole of the conduct cf Sir Elijah, who, 
by bis extra-official interference, had had 
a share in some of the most guilty of 
Hastings’s transactions. Burke, in still 
stronger language, insisted that the evi¬ 
dence of the chief justice ought to be 
taken, even though he was himself to be 
charged afterwards. He said that the 
prosecution could not think to lose the 
advantage of the testimony of that person 
who had been “ the principal confidant 
of the principal culprit.” Pitt agreed 
that the testimony of Sir Elijah was very 
important; but he thought that delicacy 
and propriety demanded that the witness 


should have such notice of the cr 
tended against him as might ten! 
him on his guard. Burke hereupon 
moved—“That Sir Elijah Impey be 
called in, and that the chairman be in¬ 
structed to inform him that it is pos¬ 
sible that a criminal inquiry may be in¬ 
stituted against himself, on the ground 
of extra- official interference and his gene¬ 
ral conduct in India; and that the subject 
on which he is now to be examined 
may lead to proceedings connected with 
such an inquiry.” This motion being 
carried, Sir Elijah was called in. The 
chairman gave him the notice according 
to the vote; and then Sir Elijah said— 
“that, as he was conscious of no guilt, 
and as there was no part of his conduct 
which he could wish to secrete, this no¬ 
tice could make no difference in his wishes 
to give the committee the fullest infor¬ 
mation.” The Chief Justice of Bengal 
then underwent a long examination touch¬ 
ing some affairs with the Nabob of Fur- 
mckabad. 

On the 2nd day of March the fourth 
charge against Hastings was opened by 
Mr. T. Pelham. It comprised what was 
termed the corrupt and oppressive con¬ 
duct of the governor-general towards the 
Nabob of Furruckabad. Major Scott re¬ 
plied to Pelham, and the debate was very 
dry. Dundas rose and diverted the at¬ 
tention of the House to the breach of the 
treaty of Chanar. He spoke with a great 
show of candour and moderation; he said 
that the treaty, after all, might have been 
only a bad way of doing a good thing; he 
advised the gentleman who had brought 
forward the present charge to reflect whe¬ 
ther it would be worth while to prosecute 
it to the other House, as it appeared not 
likely, even if substantiated, to add much 
either to the guilt or the punishment of 
the late governor-general, while it would 
certainly require a vast volume cf evi¬ 
dence to prove it. Dundas, however, 
concluded with saying that, unless he 
should receive F.atisfactiou on some points 
of the business, he must certainly give his 
vote for the question. On this day the 
cause of Hastings met with support from 
a new quarter, and so high an opinion 
was entertained of the merits of this new 
advocate, and of the weight of his argu- 
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That it was fancied at the time that, 
appeared at an earlier stage of 
:eedings, he might have stopped 
altogether; as it was, it served only 
to draw from Pitt declarations which left 
Hastings no other hope than that of an 
acquittal in Westminster Hall.* This 
new advocate was that veteran sailor 
Lord Hood, who had maintained the 
honour of the British flag in the last war. 
Though unaccustomed to speak in Par¬ 
liament, and though strongly attached to 
Pitt, he rose to remonstrate with minis¬ 
ters. He considered the whole matter 
like a man accustomed to war, and to the 
difficulties that often arise even in regular 
service—like one who knew that a state 
of war is a suspension of law. He im¬ 
plored the House to reflect or the conse¬ 
quences that must result to the state, ifi 
with too scrupulous accuracy, they called 
to a severe account the individuals who 
had filled important stations abroad in 
periods of hostility and perplexity. Cer¬ 
tain actions, which appeared (o those at « 
distance, and uninformed of many of the 
circumstances, in a very criminal light, 
might, on a nearer investigation, prove 
perfectly justifiable on the grounds of ab¬ 
solute necessity. With honest simplicity 
the admiral stated the difficulties in which 
he had often been placed himself, and the 
summary, irregular acts—or they might 
be called nets of oppression and unau¬ 
thorised violence—which he had himself 
been obliged to adopt, to subsist the Bri¬ 
tish fleet in the West Indies during the 
last war, when all our islands there were 
threatened by French, Spaniards, and 
Americans. “ Those acts/’ said ho, 

“ were indispensable to the preserv ation 
of my ships and men; yet, if the go¬ 
vernment had not stood between me and 
legal prosecutions, I should in all proba¬ 
bility have been condemned to linger out 
the remainder of my days in prison. The 
example now sot by the House of Com¬ 
mons in prosecuting Mr. Hastings will 
for ever stand before our future com¬ 
manders, and create a great and dan¬ 
gerous clog to the public service. I am 
au old man: at my time of life I can en¬ 
tertain no expectation of being again em 



ployed on active foreign servi _ , 

speak for those who are to come a fib_ 

My regard for my country makes me 
anxious to prevent a precedent by which 
all her services for the future would he 
greatly impeded ; this l am confident will 
be the effect of punishing any harsh and 
severe, but perhaps necessary, stretches 
of power which the saviour of India may 
have been found to have committed.” 
Pitt, working himself up to a high pitch 
of morality, rose' to reply to the old ad¬ 
miral.. and to declare that he must ever 
prefer what was right to what might he 
expedient. Me said that he should have 
been satisfied by giving a silent vote for 
the question before the House, but that, 
after what had fallen from the noble lord, 
he felt himself called upon to answer the 
argument used, lest the weight of his 
lordship's authority on such subjects might 
mislead the judgment of the committee. 
As he proceeded he somewhat qualified 
his rigid morality. If a servant of the 
public, civil or military, should carry his 
exertions beyond tlie line of strict right, 
and even of necessity, God forbid that he 
or any man should deny him his due 
merit, or say that the abundance of his 
zeal ought not to be allowed as au atone¬ 
ment for the irregularity of hi.s actions 
and the error of his judgment I But he 
asked whether that part of the conduct 
of Mr. Hastings now before the House 
corresponded to any such principle ?— 
Whether the crime that day alleged 
against him was justified by his motive 
or by necessity ?—Whether any existing 
necessity could justify a crime of such a 
size and complexion? He represented, 
that, wherever a departure was made 
from justice and right, it was not suffi¬ 
cient to my that such a step was neces¬ 
sary, for the party must prove the neces¬ 
sity, which in * this instance, in his 
opinion, had not been done. Upon a 
division Mr. Pelham’s motion was car¬ 
ried by 111 against 50. 

On the 15th of March the charge re¬ 
lating to abuses, for selfish purposes, in 
contracts and salaries, was opened by Sir 
James Erskine,* nephew to Lord Lough¬ 
borough. Sir .Tames endeavoured to show 


* Ann. Rei'is. 
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hgs had made both corrupt and 
p\i bargains for providing bul- 
, ^ephants, &c. • that be had grossly 
fed individuals that were devoted 
to his will and useful in his designs, at 
the expense of his employers, and that he 
had been guilty of abuses in the opium 
contracts. Major Scott said he could 
prove that Hastings had never profited 
by these contracts, though perhaps Fran¬ 
cis, and certainly his friends, had; and 
ho instanced the case of one Mr. Tigh- 
man, who was a relation of Francis, and 
who had returned to Europe in the same 
ship with him a wealthy man, made rich 
by opium profits. Pitt said that the pre¬ 
sent charge might be divided into three 
distinct parts. As to the first, regarding 
contracts, &c., he thought some of the 
matters alleged too insignificant to be 
discussed in parliament or inserted in 
articles of impeachment; but he would 
except two contracts, one for bullocks in 
the year 1779, and the opium contract 
in 1791; in both of which there appeared 
to him circumstances of criminality and 
ground for suspecting corruption. As to 
the second article, which related to the 
extraordinary emoluments bestowed by 
the governor-general on Sir Eyre Coote, 
in disobedience of the Company’s orders, 
and imposing the payment of those addi¬ 
tional emolument!! on Cheyte Sing, he 
thought it highly criminal, and proper to 
he inserted in the articles of impeach¬ 
ment. As to the third part of the charge, 
or that relating to profuse expenditure 
in the civil department, he considered it 
too trivial, or not sufficiently supported 
by proof, to be admitted into a solemn 
criminal charge. Pitt next inflicted, in 
the way of caution and advice, some 
stinging reproofs on the managers of the 
prosecution; who seemed likely to absorb 
an immense deal of the time of the 
House. He thought that all who had 
any regard to the dignity of parliament, 
or to the ends of substantial justice, must 
wish to forward the business as much as 
possible, and bring it before the Peers in 
the best shape. He conceived that it was 
by no means the best way to clog it with 
useless, unnecessary, and improvable 
matter. The best thing the House could 
do was to strip it of ad such matter ; and 


he wished the right honourable ga 
man (Burke) who had taken so active] _ 
part in the business would, on some early 
day, ascertain and determine on such 
charges as he still intended to bring for¬ 
ward ; as there were many charges al¬ 
ready before the House which, he was 
certain, could never be proved, or, if 
they could, were not of sufficient crimi¬ 
nality to warrant the present mode of 
proceeding. In the end he moved to 
leave out everything in this article of 
charge except what related to the bul¬ 
locks and Sir Eyre Coote. But Burke, 
unwilling to drop a single item, moved 
an amendment on the minister’s amend¬ 
ment, giving up one or two trivial points, 
but insisting on the insertion of others 
which Pitt would have rejected, and 
which certainly deserved rejection. Yet, 
upon these trifles, Burke found himself 
in the rare condition of being in the ma¬ 
jority against Pitt,. 3 *' The tiresome mi- 
nutise had thinned the House, and when 
the original question, or the motion made 
by Erskiue, that this charge contained 
matter for impeaching, &c., was pnt to the 
rote, there were not above eighty-six 
members to divide, of whom sixty voted 
for, and twenty-six against the motion. 

It is admitted, even by those who have 
most severely sifted the conduct of Hast¬ 
ings, that all the particulars which Pitt 
tried to eject were either frivolous in their 
nature or incapable of proof. The con¬ 
tract for bullocks for the service of se¬ 
veral armies in the field was scarcely 
entitled to more regard, and quite as un¬ 
susceptible of any proof that the business 
had not been managed in the best way 
that circumstances permitted. As to the 
additional emoluments granted to Sir 
Eyre Coote, they had been granted in 
order to induce him, in old age and in 
very bad health, to undertake the chief 
command of the army in India in a time 
of war. Hastings naturally looked to 
Coote as the officer who enjoyed the 
highest reputation in India, as a veteran 
commander who knew well the country 
in which he bad gathered his laurels and 
served so many years, as a commander 
singularly endeared to the native troopsf, 


* A Majority of nine. 

•f ** Among the native soldiers Conte's name 
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whose name and prestige, expe- 
noilities, and bravery seemed to 
the best result. Coote un fortu¬ 
ne* <Iy was fond of money; and it was 
only by a splendid offering of rupees and 
pagodas that the governor-general could 
nope to tempt him to forego his ease, 
neglect tin; cares necessary to his health, 
and quit his honourable retirement in 
England to enter into a war which had 
been infamously mismanaged everywhere, 
and the toils and anxieties of which killed 
him before lie could see an end to it. 
Several passages in Hastings’s private 
letters prove how anxious he was for the 
services of the general, and how anxious 
the general was for the rupees; while 
they also prove—what no general officer 
in the House of Commons, or anywhere 
else, could have doubted — that there 
ought to be a difference between the pay 
of a general-in-chief residing at Calcutta 
and doing nothing but routine business, 
and a general-in-chief in the field, with 
expenses, that are in India enormous, for 
staffs, attendants of all kinds, camp equi¬ 
pages, elephants, horses, camels, bullocks, 
scouts, messengers, secret services of all 
kinds, &c. &e. In a letter to SuJ.iv&n, 
Hastings says, “ I hope my conduct will 
receive your support. General Claver¬ 
ing, who never intended to take the 
field, might content himself with a gra¬ 
tuitous salary of 60,000 rupees per an¬ 
num, but you must be convinced that, the 
commander-in-ciiief could not possibly 
support the. indispensable charges of his 
rank and command with so scanty a sum; 
and it is a dangerous maxim to connive at 
unauthorised perquisites, the inevitable 
consequence of too close an economy. . . 

. . These acts have all passed with op- 


viih great, ami hisinfiueuce unrivalled; nor Is he 
yet forgotten by them. Now and then a white- 
bearded old sepoy may still be found who loves 
to talk of Forty Novo and Pollilore. It it. but i 
short time since one of those aged men came to 
present a memorial to an English oflioer who 
holds one of the highest employments in India; 
a print of Coote hung in the room; the veteran 
recognised at once that, face and llgure which h ? 
had not seen for more than half n century, and, 
forgetting his salam to the living, halted, drew 
himself up, lifted lvis hand, and with solemn re¬ 
verence paid his military obeisance to the dead." 
—Mr. Macaulay, in Edin. Ren. and Essays , Cri¬ 
tical, Historical, &<;. 



position from Messrs. Francis and Whl _ 

and will no doubt be represented tu the 
worst colours in their private letters to 
England — by Freunds at least.” Tho 
governor-general had not the power of 
appointing the commander-in-chief; that 
rested with the court of directors at 
home; but it seems very doubtful whe 
ther Sir Eyre Coote would have gone out 
again to India, if Hastings had not al¬ 
lured him with brilliant promises of emo 
lament, of the unreserved surrender of 
the whole military department, and or 
other concessions. In an earlier letter 
written to Sulivan, before the general’s 
arrival, Hastings says, “ He shall have 
all he wants , and more than he probably 
expects. I only fear the aptitude of his 
easy temper to yield to the incendiary 
impressions of Francis/'* Being then, 
as always, in furious opposition ;o the 
governor-general, Francis assumed that 
the additional emoluments conferred on 
Coote were given only to secure his vote 
and support in council,—for Sir Eyre 
returned to India a member of the su¬ 
preme council, as well as commander-in- 
chief. Though fond of money, Sir Eyre 
Coote was too honourable a man to make 
any such bargain; and it appears from 
his conduct in council that, so far from 
voting constantly with Hastings, he fre¬ 
quently opposed him, though he would 
never join Francis, whom he hated and 
despised, in his systematic and constant 
opposition. Not long after his arrival at 
Calcutta, Coote took the field, and 
marched into Oude, the frontiers of 
which were threatened by a Mahratta 
army. The Nabob of Oude—or Nabob 
Vizier, as he is commonly called -was 
charged with all the extra allowances, 
expenses, &e. fixed by Hastings for the 
general. The court of directors, in a 
letter dated the 18th of October, ordered 
that the nabob should be relieved of 
these charges—as Coote had recrossed 
the Caramnassa, and returned into the 
Company’s own territory—and that the 
extra allowances should be discontinued 
altogether; but long before this letter 
could reach India—indeed just^’ue days 
after it was written in London—Coote 


* Latter in Gleig’s Life of Hastings. 
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duced to take his departure 
rRulpis, in order to assume* in person, 

' daagement of the. wav iu the Car¬ 
natic. This he was not bound to do 
either by the Cornpauy or by the king’s 
government; and die state of his health 
would have been a sufficient excuse if he 
even had been bound by orders. As the 
general’s expenses would be still further 
increased, Hastings, to keep him in good 
humour, had given or promised him still 
more money. When the letter of the 
court of directors arrived, the veteran 
was contending on the Coromandel coast 
with Hyder and the French—and also 
with his maladies. Was it possible for 
the governor-general, under such circum¬ 
stances, to reduce the extra allowances 
which the money-loving general had en¬ 
joyed? Would it have been wise to make 
any such experiment on Coote’s temper ? 
It was unjust, perhaps, or contrary to 
treaties with him, to make the Nabob of 
Qude pay these extra charges, when the 
general was act serving in Oude, but in 
tiie Carnatic; but Hastings had no other 
source from which he could so easily 
draw the money, and on the fate of the 
war in the Carnatic depended not merely 
the fate of the English in Bengal, but 
also the fate of their neighbour the Nabob 
of Oude himself. 

On the 22nd of March a warm, alter¬ 
cation took place in committee between 
Pitt and Francis. A Mr. Mercer having 
been called before the committee for ex¬ 
amination on the subject of the opium 
contract, Francis, to whom the said 
Mercer had addressed a letter some time 
before full of the grossest abuse of Hast¬ 
ings, so managed the examination as to 
get the letter introduced and entered *at 
full length cn the minutes of the com¬ 
mittee. Pitt, holding the letter in his 
hand as it appeared on the printed mi¬ 
nutes; denounced what he described as the 
“ unworthy artifice” by which Francis 
had contrived to render the House of 
Commons his accomplices in recording a 
libel. Francis, in reply, distinctly de¬ 
nied that the letter had been written at 
his instigation, and stated that, with re¬ 
spect to Mercer, he was not acquainted 
with him personally, nor had he ever 
been in his company till he saw him at 



the bar of the House. He wlf 
ascertain whether Mercer knew l 
about the opium, and had desired a friend 
to "all upon him, upon which Mercer had 
written him the letter, which when he 
had read he was sorry to find so much of 
the contents irrelevant, but lie was obliged 
to produce the whole letter or none at all, 
else he would have been charged with the 
suppression of evidence. Sheridan re¬ 
buked Pitt for giving way to indecorous 
anger, Pitt defended himself, and said 
that “ no degree of indignation could be 
too strong, where the House itself had 
been made instrumental to an act of such 
palpable malice and injustice.” Opium 
was a dangerous tiling for Francis to 
handle at all, as it was more than sus¬ 
pected that a good part of the large 
fortune he had brought with him from 
India had been derived from a very pro¬ 
fitable, very irregular, and (to him, as a 
member of the council) prohibited traffic 
in that drug; but Francis, in bis eager¬ 
ness for revenge, shrunk from no danger, 
was sensible to no scruple. When this 
altercation was over, Mr. Wyndham 
opened the sixth charge against Hastings 
fur his conduct towards Fyzoola Khan, 
the Rohilla chief, who retained posses¬ 
sion of Rampore, in Rohilcund. The 
eloquence and the nice metaphysics of 
Wyndham’s speech were much admired; 
but he most decidedly misstated many of 
the facts and bearings of the case, per¬ 
sisting in the error which represented 
the Rohillas as a most amiable quiet 
people. Major Scott exposed some of 
these rhetorical and metaphysical errors. 
He denied the existence of the pretended 
grievances and hardships of the last of 
the Rohillas; he quoted facts and cir¬ 
cumstances to prove that the treaty 
which allotted them a settlement in 
Rampore had been well observed; and 
be maintained that Fyzoola Khan was 
at that moment one of the happiest and 
most independent native princes of Hin¬ 
dustan. Scott asked whethei the Khan 
had ever complained? whether the Be¬ 
gums themselves had ever complained-? 
whether any complaint of any sort had 
been received from any of the native 
princes ? The Rajah of Benares, who had 
been expelled for his rebellion, might 
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bough it did not appear he 
■ft his cause to the prosecutors 
in the House of Commons, 
"had the people of Benares 
done ? They had erected temples to Mr. 
Hastings! To thin last flourish of the 
major, Burke wittily replied, that in 
India people dedicated temples to two 
very different divinities, to the good 
principle and to the evil principle, or 
to the infernal power whose enmity and 
malignity they deprecated. Here Burke 
ought to have stopped; but he went on to 
spoil a good jest, by mixing in it a savage 
denunciation. “ Perhaps/’ he added, 
“ the temples in question r.my be temples 
of gratitude to the presiding divinities of 
Hindustan, for having removed a monster 
under whose tyranny the unfortunate 
natives suffered* so many evils.” Pitt 
took no part in this debate, leaving the 
ministerial signal to he given by Dundas, 
who, although he differed from Wynd- 
ham and Burke in some particulars, 
agreed with them that there was criminal 
matter, and that the charge ought to be 
included in the articles of impeachment 
This was enough to secure the majority; 
and on a division Wyndham’s motion was 
carried by 06 against 37. The House 
having resumed, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer rose to propose that a day 
should be named for bringing up the 
report of the committee on the several 
charges which had been admitted. He 
was ready to give such a vote on the 
general question of impeachment as would 
correspond with the part he had already 
taken; but he must observe that, having 
only partially acquiesced in some of the 
charges, he should endeavour to bring 
the matter before the House in such a 
way as would relieve him from the un¬ 
pleasant alternative of being obliged 
either to dissent in toto from propositions 
to parts of which he wished to give his 
concurrence, or to vote for propositions 
which contained some circumstances to 
which he was adverse. But whether he 
should make a separate motion, or only 
move an amendment, he had not yet 
determined. Burke declared that he 
approved of the minister’s proposition, 
anil hoped that his arguments would 
convince the House and the Chancellor 


1 of the Exchequer of the nccel 
admitting the whole of the severalpl 
positions as they had been origutrtTl 
drawn. Ke also hoped that the minister 
and he woxild be found voting together 
on this important subject. In conclusion 
it was agreed that the report should be 
brought up on Monday, the 2nd of April. 
It appeared to some of the friends of 
Hastings that the House was now going 
to proceed at too rapid a pace. On the 
27th Mr. Hamilton (commonly named 
Single-speech Hamilton) called for some 
delay, and expressed his abhorrence of a 
proposition, thrown out some weeks be¬ 
fore by Burke, to secure Hastings's per¬ 
son and property as soon as the im¬ 
peachment should be voted. “ At pre¬ 
sent,” said lie, “ I speak in terms of 
restrained indignation, if I had given 
way to my feelings on the first, mention 
ot* that project, 1 could not have an¬ 
swered for my expressions.” He pro¬ 
tested against the proposed scheme of 
bringing up the report, and following up 
the reading of the report by impeach¬ 
ment. on one and the same evening. 
Hamilton was supported by Mr. yorke 
(afterwards Lord Hardwicke). Pitt 
strongly condemned any proposal for de¬ 
lay. Burke said that the House ought 
to remember what kind of criminal they 
had to deal with. “ Let those who 
accuse us of precipitation,” exclaimed 
Burke , 11 remember how many years w e 
have been occupied with inquiries into 
Mr. Hastings’s conduct. And hat he not 
himself, in that extraordinary perform¬ 
ance read by him at our bar, and which he 
denominated his defence, demanded dis¬ 
patch ? The charges in which this House 
has already concurred are not simply high 
crimes and misdemeanors in the ordinary 
sense of the words;—they are acts at 
the bare mention of which our nature re¬ 
coils with horror I” On the 2nd of April 
Sheridan opened the seventh charge, 
relating to the corrupt receiving of bribes 
and presents. The orator, who embel¬ 
lished his subject, with all kinds of tropes 
and figures, imputed the grossest corrup¬ 
tion and most ravenous greed for money 
to a man who bad been singularly indif¬ 
ferent as to riches for his ow n use, “ He 
is changeable,” said Sheridan, “in every- 
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ept m corruption;—tliere, ami 
; ho is systematic, methodical, 
His revenge is furious as a 
_ • a tornado; hut his corruption 

is a monsoon, a trade-wind blowing regu¬ 
larly from one quarter.” In indulging 
Ids wit and his irony Sheridan gave vent 
to some sallies which admitted the real 
facts of the case—that Hastings had not 
received the presents for himself, but for 
the account and benefit of his employers 
—that the forced offerings went directly 
into the Company’s treasury. In de¬ 
scribing the accommodating morality of 
the court of directors, and their corre¬ 
spondence with the governor-general, he 
said it might he condensed in words like 
these —“ Forasmuch as you have ac¬ 
cepted presents, we highly disapprove of 
your conduct; but, inasmuch us you have 
applied them to the credit side of our 
account, we exceedingly approve your 
conduct/' It was not. meant; it was in¬ 
advertency ; it proceeded from the natural 
impulse of the man to say all the witty 
things he could; but both in this speech 
and in his grander effort on the Begum 
charge, Sheridan uttered several things 
tending to exonerate Hastings and to in¬ 
culpate the court of directors, who were 
indeed answerable for much that had 
been done amiss, and who could plead no 
set-off in the way of great and wise mea¬ 
sures. Upon a division this seventh 
charge was carried by 165 again?t 54. 

The House then resumed, and the re¬ 
port of the committee was brought up by 
the chairman, Mr. St. John. The ques¬ 
tion being put, “ that it be now road the 
first time,” Pitt declared that his anxiety 
increased at every step they advanced in 
this serious business, and that he earnestly 
desired all future proceedings should be 
entered upon cautiously and with due 
formality—that members would now de- 
- liver their votes singly and exclusively 
on the merits of the grand decisive ques¬ 
tion of impeachment, and free from any 
objections that might be taken to the 
manner in which that question should be 
brought forward. Hi' therefore wished 
to know how Burke intended to proceed. 
For his own part he wished it to be un¬ 
derstood that he only went to a certaiu 
length-that he could not join in a gene¬ 



ral vote of impeachment, whi^jjidilht 
seem to countenance the whole 
several charge. He thought iMt the 
most advisable method would be to refer 


all the charges to a committee, who might, 
select out of them the really criminal 
matter, and frame it into .articles of im¬ 
peachment; and then, when these articles 
should be reported to the House, the 
question of impeachment might be moved. 
Fox, on the contrary, declared his opinion 
to he that the report now presented should 
be taken into immediate consideration; 
and that, if the House agreed to it, it 
should be immediately followed by the 
motion for impeaching the great criminal. 
This, he said, was agreeable to the an¬ 
cient constitutional mode of impeachment. 
In his speech Fox thundered against any 
attempts at using the argument of a set-off, 
and against any attempts at delay. Burke 
said, that though he thought the proposi¬ 
tion of Fox the more constitutional of the 
two, he conceived the difference to be 
trifling—too trifling to be allowed to 
break in upon that mianimity which now 
seemed to distinguish the proceedings of 
the House. The report was therefore 
turned over to a committee without any 
further struggle. On the following day 
Major Scott rose and said that there had 
been much talk about settinq off the 
merits of Mr. Hastings against his sup¬ 
posed delinquencies: he begged leave to 
inform the House that neither Mr. Hast¬ 
ings nor his friends had the most distant 
idea of taking refuge in anything of the 
sort. He held a paper in his hand written 
by Mr. Hastings himself, and he begged 
pennission to read it to the House as a 
part of his own speech. Having obtained 
the necessary permission, he read the 
paper, in which Hastings briefly and 
powerfully stated his own notions as to 
the procedure.* When this was over, 


* Hastings’s yuper was to this effect“ Though 
it might be deemed presumption in me to declare 
any wish or expectation concerning the mode in 
which the House of Commons mav.in its wisdom 
or justice, determine to proceed in the prosecution 
or the inquiry into my conduct now depending 
before them; yet, as it has been reported that 
many gentlemen, members of that honourable 
assembly, who have not chosen to give their con¬ 
stant attendance on the committee holdeu on this 
business, have expressed their determination of 
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yed the appointment of the coru- 
peleci; the criminal matter oat of 
> and embody it in an impeach- 
„_ 7 _l he proposed, a« proper mem¬ 

bers for this committee, the following 
persons:—Himself, Edmund Burke, Fox, 
Sheridan, Sir James Erskine, T. Pelham, 
Wyndham, St. John, J. Anstruther, W. 
Adam, Michael Angelo Taylor, Welbore 
Ellis, F. Montague, Sir Grey Cooper. 


opposing the goneral question of impeachment 
when it shell he brought before the collective 
body of this House, I hope I may, without irre¬ 
gularity, or the imputation of disrespect, intimate 
my sense of such a determination, both as it may 
respect that question, and the claim which l con¬ 
ceive I possess to attendance on the question upon 
the report which, in the due order of business, 
will precede it. I presume that in the present 
examination of my public conduct there, are two 
leading, and, as it appears tome, exclusive ob¬ 
jects, of equal and reciprocal obligation-—namely, 
that justice may be do;ie to the nation in the 
redress or punishment of wrongs which it may be 
eventually proved that it has sustained by mv 
acts; and tint justice may lie done to an indi¬ 
vidual who may he eventually proved to have 
been wronged by unfounded accusations, and 
who even thinks that he has a claim to the ap¬ 
plause of his country for those very acta which 
have been drawn into crimination against him. 
If it shall be resolved by the lioaouvable House 
of Cc -nirionj; to agree to the report of the com¬ 
mittee. that is to say, if it shall he resolved that 
there is ground for impeaching me for high crimes 
and misdemeanors, » t the charges on which, the 
committee have a»rcvdy passed that decision, l 
presume that the resolution for live impeachment 
ought io follow of course, as the only means 
which can satisfy the. justice of the nation in the 
supposition of my guilt, or clear nay character in 
the supposition of my iuuocence. With, regard 
to the lirst of these conclusions I have no claim ; 
but for flte last I may, in common with the 
meanest of the subjects of this realm, assert cny 
right to the benefit and protection of its laws; 
and 1 trust, that the honourable House of Com¬ 
mons. which has ever been considered as the 
guardian and protector of the laws, will not suffer 
my name to be branded with the tonics', and 
blackest imputations upon their records, without 
allowing me at the same time the only legal 
means of effacing them, by transferring them for 
trial to the House of Peers in the form of an im¬ 
peachment. To this opinion I humbly beg leave 
to add my request, end it is the only request or 
application which l hn ,r e hitherto permitted my¬ 
self to make to any of the individual members of 
the House on the process of this business, that, if 
it shall be resolved on the rei*>rt that there is 
ground to charge mo with high crimes and mis■ 
demeanors, they will afford me the benefit o. 
their votes, though united with those of my pro¬ 
secutors, that l may oe brought to legal trial for 
the same. „ ,, 

•’Warren Hastings. 



Philip Francis, Sir Gilbert EUio<^J»l-| 
ley Long, Lord Maitland, Colonel INLorJ 
General Burgoyne, and Mr. Grey. WTien 
the name of Francis was read in this list, 
there was a loud murmur of disapproba¬ 
tion, not umnixed with strong symptoms 
of disgust and indignation. There was 
no one in the House that could possibly 
be ignorant of the implacable hostility 
which Francis nourished against his late 
official superior; and there were few but 
knew that the great aim and object of 
Francis had been for years, whether con¬ 
tending in India or debating in the House 
of Commons, to secure to himself the 
envied post of governor-general! It was 
not new mentioned in the House that his 
ambition and avarice were seeking their 
gratification as well as his revenge; but 
it was objected strongly, and with proper 
English feeling, that, as in India he had 
been personally at variance with Hastings, 
he ought not to form part of the present 
committee. Yet, on a division being 
called for, the nomination of Francis was 
carried by 96 against 44. On the 19th 
of April, Francis, in opening the eighth 
charge, relating to the management of 
the revenues of Bengal, took occasion to 
vindicate his character from what he 
termed certain malicious insinuations, 
and to which he attributed the attempt to 
reject his name from the committee. He 
maintained that his animosities were ail 
of a public and not of a private nature; 
that even his duel had been fought upon 
a public cause o p quarrel; and that when, 
shot through the body and fancying be 
must die, he gave his hand to Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, and declared he forgave him, lie did 
not mean that he forgave him his public 
faults. This speech was poindy answered 
by Major Scott. Pitt rose, and, without 
noticing what Francis had said, spoke to 
the question before the House, stating 
that some of the matter coni lined in the 
present charge had found a place in ar¬ 
ticles already agreed to, and that other 
parts of the matter were either not cri¬ 
minal or not capable of proof. In the 
course of this debate Mr. BarweU now 
member for St. Ives, who had been asso¬ 
ciated with Hastings in the government 
of Bengal, and who had invariably se¬ 
conded the governor, rose to observe, 
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honourable gentleman had 
Introduced his name in that 
5 could not avoid expressing an 
desire that, if there was any 
charge against him, it might, be brought 
forward, he being quite ready to meet it 
in that House or elsewhere. Burke, who 
■was the j»erson alluded to, replied, with a 
levity and sarcasm that ill suited so serious 
a subject, that he did not intend to bring 
forward a charge against the* honourable 
member, as his hands were sufficiently 
full already; but, if he was really so 
anxious to he accused, he would, when at 
leisure, apply himself to the subject, being 
far from thinking the whole of the gentle¬ 
man’s conduct in India unexceptionable. 
Upon a division the charge, as presented 
by Francis, was admitted by 71 against 55. 

On the 25th of April Burke brought up 
from the committee the articles of im¬ 
peachment, which were forthwith read 
for the first time and ordered to be 
printed, and to be taken into consideration 
on the 9th of May. On the appointed 
Otli of May. upon the motiou being made 
that the articles of impeachment should 
be read a second time, Admiral Lord 
Hood again rose to declare his strong 
feelings on the subject. lie went over 
the same arguments he had used before; 
and he concluded by imploring the House 
to recollect that, whatever errors or faults 
the late* governor-general had committed, 
he had indisputably saved the most va¬ 
luable possessions of the empire. His 
lordship was followed by a very different 
man. This was none other than the ex¬ 
patriot and present chamberlain of the 
city of London, John Wilkes, who had 
almost entirely changed his polities, and 
who, together with his daughter, had con¬ 
tracted a very warm friendship and close 
intimacy with Mr. and Mrs. Hastings. 
During the two or three preceding ses¬ 
sions Wilkes had sat almost silent in the 
House; and it was thought that he was 
no longer capable of any ardent exertions. 
He now, howerer, made one of the most 
effective speeches that had been delivered 
on this subject. He insisted that many 
of the acts charged against Hastings were 
unsupported by any admissible evidence, 
that many were justifiable by state ne¬ 
cessity, that others had been actually 


justified t>y the approbation of his i 
and of the public, that others wer ^ 
fensible from, the wide difference of mrtn^" 
ners and government in India from our 
own, and that others were not only justi¬ 
fiable, but highly meritorious. He found 
a proof of the innocence of Hastings, and 
of the wild exaggerations of his accusers, 
in the total silence of the natives of India 
upon the bubject of the dreadful oppres¬ 
sions said to have been practised amongst 
them. Ho attributed the greatest nart. of 
what appeared criminal in the conduct of 
Mr. Hastings to the craving and avaricious 
policy of his employers, whose demands 
had in some instances driven Mi-. Hast¬ 
ings to the use of means not strictly justi¬ 
fiable. The charges, supposing the facts 
to be true, amounted, he said, to this— 
that Mr. Hastings, by oppression, injus¬ 
tice, and corruption, had obtained for the 
Company nine millions and a half ster¬ 
ling l For himself, he thought that the 
principal acts, now converted into crimes, 
though the benefit of them was felt and 
actually enjoyed, were wise, politic, and 
just. But, were he of a contrary opinion, 
he could not, as an honest man, lay his 
hand upon his heart and vote for the im¬ 
peachment of Mr. Hastings while he 
basely and infamously benefited by his 
misdeeds. And how gentlemen who con¬ 
demned these acts could suffer a day to 
pass without moving retribution to the 
sufferers, was to him incomprehensible. 
“ I am covered with astonishment,” said 
he, “ that a faction in this assembly should 
have been able to carry on the proceeding 
to the present point. I trust, for the 
honour of the nation, it will be termi¬ 
nated and finally extinguished by a very 
considerable majority before we adjourn 
this night.” And he concluded by moving 
an amendment that the report should be 
read a second time that day three months. 
Wilkes was followed and supported by 
Nathaniel Smith, chief secretary to the 
court of directors, and by Alderman 
Townshend, who was no mean orator or 
debater. Islay Campbell, lord-advocate, 
took the same side, and reviewed the 
whole subject both as a lawyer and a 
statesman. He declared that, consider¬ 
ing the House as sitting in the capacity 
of a grand jury, and consequently that 
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> be thoroughly persuaded of 
t of the indictment, so far as the 
went, and ought not to r:«t satis¬ 
fy with remote probabilities, he 
Tnot conscientiously vote for the im¬ 
peachment. He considered the necessities 
of the Company and the dangerous crisis 
of their affairs as grounds of justification 
for the strong measures pursued by Hast¬ 
ings in order to extricate them. He fur¬ 
ther observed that the late governor had 
been unjustly blamed for various acts of 
administration in which he had only con¬ 
curred with others, or in which the mem¬ 
bers of the supreme council, untouched 
by this prosecution, had concurred and 
co-operated with him. He insisted that 
the order of dates and the state of the 
council ought to have been more dis¬ 
tinctly attended to iu the charges. Mr. 
Hastings, he said, had enjoyed the casting 
voice only for a very short time, and even 
then Mr. Harwell was equally responsible 
vrith him. Afterwards Mr. Wheler, Mr. 
Macplierson, Sir Eyre Coote, and Mr. 
Stables came one after another into the 
council. At one period there was a 
coalition between Mr. Hastings and Mr. 
Francis. How did the prosecutors ac¬ 
count for this? Was Mr. Hastings alone 
to be made accountable during that cu¬ 
rious period ? He doubted, as a lawyer, 
whether, upon the supposition of guilt in 
any specific article, a set-off, or a ba¬ 
lancing of accounts, could properly be 
admitted'. But, at the same time, he con¬ 
tended that it was not altogether a new 
mode of defence. The proceedings in 
Lord Clive’s case left no doubt that his 
lordship owed his safety to it. And there 
wa 3 a more ancient and illustrious ex¬ 
ample in the case of Epaminondas, the 
Theban general, who, being tried for his 
life for haring kept the command of the 
army four months after he should, by 
law, have laid it down, confessed his 
crime, blit enumerated the glorious ac¬ 
tions he had performed with that army, 
aud welcomed death if the sole merit of 
those deeds were ascribed to him. “This 
speech,” said Campbell, “ procured the ac¬ 
quittal of Epaminondas and whoever 
reads the history of India drring the late 
war, will be disposed to think that Mr. 
Hastings may die when he pleases with 



similar words in his mouth.” 
advocate repeated the strong 
Wilkes as to the complicity of i 
India’Company. He said that, the Com¬ 
pany having actually reaped the benefit 
of Hastings’s acts, and so far approved of 
them as never to have signified any in¬ 
tention of restitution, he could not con¬ 
ceive with what propriety Hastings could 
be impeached singly for those acts. And, 
in solemn truth, if there was to be an im¬ 
peachment at all, it ought to have in¬ 
cluded all those who had beeu members 
of the court of directors between the 
years 1771 aud 1785. The whole list of 
delinquents would thus have included the 
names of many who were living and flou¬ 
rishing in health and reputation, and the 
names of some who were dead—men that 
had passed throfigh life with the cha¬ 
racter of being eminent and virtuous 
citizens, excellent friends and neighbours, 
“highly respectable,”— who had had fu¬ 
neral s< rmous preached in their parish 
churches at their decease, and ail the 
social and Christian virtues engraved 
upou their tombstones. Lord Mulgrave 
said that, as he had not l)een able to see 
any proof except on the charge relating 
to the accepting of the presents, he must 
vote against the impeachment. Mr. Bur¬ 
gess produced an address just received 
from the British officers commanding the 
army in India—an army that now 
amounted to 70,000 men—in which they 
all bore testimony to the excellent cha¬ 
racter, high abilities, and important ser¬ 
vices of the late governor-general. At 
a laie hour Pitt rose to deliver his au¬ 
thoritative opinion. He began by re¬ 
marking that Lord Hood, Wilkes, Islay 
Campbell, and Townshend had been 
again pleading a set-ojf. This was a 
ground which he expected and hoped 
would have been abandoned, after what 
had already passed upon that subject, both 
from Mr. Hastings himself, w ho had dis¬ 
claimed any such plea, and from many 
of the gentlemen who had delivered their 
opinions in the debates on the several 
charges. For his own part, such was his 
opinion of many parts of the charges, and 
of their importance and criminality, that 
he could not conceive, if they were well 
founded, how' the highest and the greatest 
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hich Lad ever been alleged in 
df Mr. Hastings could be set in 
TiJ)po|}tio'n to them as a plea even against 
oetmetion and punishment—much less 
against inquiry and trial, which were 
now the only objects in question. He 
thought that the House had gone too far 
to recede;—he felt himself at a loss to 
conceive how it could be reconciled to 
the honour, the consistency, or the justice 
of the House, to stop short of sending up 
the impeachment to the Lords. He at¬ 
tempted to defend the court of directors, 
and to separate their acts and instructions 
from the a,cts of the governor-general. 
He thought that, in ore part of the Be¬ 
nares charge, there was criminality; and 
that iu the ease of the Begums there was 
a great deal more—and indeed he looked 
upon that charge as the most serious in 
the whole accusation. He could conceive 
a state, compelled by a sudden invasion 
and an unprovided army, laying violent 
hands on the property of its subjects; but 
then, in so doing, it ought to do it openly; 
it ought to avow the necessity, it ought to 
avow the seizure, and it ought unques¬ 
tionably to make provision for a proper 
compensation as soon as that should be¬ 
come practicable. Mr. Hastings certainly 
had no right to impose a fine of any sort 
on die Princesses of Onde; for there was 
not sufficient proof of their disaffection or 
rebellion. And the fine imposed on 
Uheyte Sing, iu a certain degree, though 
not to the same extent, was very blame- 
able. After reviewing some of the other 
charges which had been admitted, he 
went on to say that, because others were 
guilty, Hastings ought not to escape pu¬ 
nishment; for the haviug accomplices in 
his crimes was no exculpation, and it 
would be highly derogatory to the dignity 
of that House to say, “No, wo will not 
bring the delinquent to justice, because 
there are many delinquents besides him¬ 
self.” Nor would this be a reason for 
impeaching the rest, it was by no means 
advisable to multiply examples; the pro¬ 
per way was to select such persons as, 
from their exalted and ostensible situa¬ 
tions, were die more likely to serve as an 
effectual example. Upon die whole he 
concluded with declaring that the House 
could not otherwise consult their own 


honour, the duty they owed their 
and the ends of public justice, 
sending up the impeachment to the House 
of Lords. * * He said not a word about 
restitution of the money to the Begums, 
or to any other party from whom money 
had been wrung; well knowing that such 
a proposition would meet with no favour. 
Mr. Martin, member for Tewkesbury, 
after avowing himself favourable to the 
impeachment of Hastings, said, that if 
any member would move for a restitution 
of the money, he would second him. But 
not a man rose. Major Scott said that, if 
he thought as the member for Tewkes- 
1)1117 did, he would not wait for any man 
to make such a motion, but would make 
it himself. “ For,” said the major, “ the 
British House of Commons will become 
infiunous to all posterity, the scoff and 
scorn of Europe, if, after impeaching Mr. 
Hastings for his pretended misdeeds, they 
basely profit by his crimes. He is ac¬ 
cused of accumulating for the East India 
Company, by acts of oppression and in¬ 
justice, nine millions and a half sterling. 
For every shilling of this ill-acquired 
sum credit has been taken by the minister 
(Dundas) who opened the Indian budget 
only two days agol And, if the present 
charges are well founded, why do we not 
replace Cheyte Sing, who is now a fugi¬ 
tive, and repay him the lacs of pagodas 
Which have been taken from him ? Why 
do we not restore to the Nabob of Oude 
150 lacs, due indeed by him to us, but of 
which we never could have obtained pay¬ 
ment except by seizing on the treasures 
of the Begums r I think these acts wise, 
politic, and justifiable; but if 1 thought 
otherwise, I should consider myself as 
infamous as the corregidor in Gil Bias, 
who punished the robber for stealing a 
bag of doubloons, and, instead of restoring 
the money to its owner, applied it to his 
own use.” Wilkes’s amendment was ne¬ 
gatived, and the second reading of the 
report was carried by 175 against 89. 
The first article of impeachment'was then 
read, and agreed to without a division. 
The rest were deferred till the next day. 


* Speech*** of the Right Hon. W. Pitt in the 

House of Commons, edited ( rut/ierjxid’y ) by W. 

S. Hathaway. 






mtST/ty 



HASTINGS IN CUSTODY. 


he* House re-assembled (on the 
iythe rest of the articles were 
Jwith some trifling amendments; 
and then Burke rose and moved “ That 
Warren Hastings, Esq., be impeached of 
Ingli crimes and misdemeanors upon the 
said articles.” No one seemed disposed 
to make any further attempt to stem the 
torrent. At length, however, Mr. Sum¬ 
ner— usually a silent member- who had 
been in India in the Company’s service, 
expressed hi's astonishment that a person 
of such high character, acknowledged 
ability, and rare indifference to money 
should be made the object of a prosecu¬ 
tion carried on in that House with un¬ 
common virulence — he was near saying 
with unexampled malice. He way re¬ 
garded by the world at large as a great 
aud wise politician, and as a statesman 
eminent for his activity and exertion. 
Such, he said, was the opinion entertained 
of the late governor-general in France;— 
indeed there was no place in any quarter 
of the globe that did not speak of him 
with raptures of admiration, except only 
the House of Commons, where he had 
been debased by joking phrases* run down 
by ribaldry, and loaded with invective tit 
only to be applied * to the most atrocious 
criminal after conviction. Burke’s mo¬ 
tion was carried without any further de¬ 
bate, and without a division. Mr. F. 
Montague, one of the committee of ma¬ 
nager,?, next moved—“That Mr. Burke, 
in the name of the House of Commons, 
and of all the Commons of Great Britain, 
do go to the bar of the House of Lords, 
and impeach Warren Hastings, Esq., late 
Governor-General of Bengal, of high 
crimes and misdemeanors, and do ac¬ 
quaint the Lords that the Commons will, 
with all convenient speed, exhibit articles 
agaiust him, and make good the same.” 
This too was agreed to without a division. 
And forthwith Burke, attended by the 
majority of the House, went up to the bar 
of the Lords and impeached Mr. Hastings 
with all proper form and solemnity. 

On the next day, the 11th of May, 
Burke reported to the House what he had 
done at the bar of the Lords ; and pro¬ 
posed that two solicitors (Messrs. Wallis 
and Troward) should be retained to act 
as solicitors for the impeachment on the 



part of the Commons. It was el'.xj ltl 
that here he would rest for the present 
session; but on the21st, Burke remarked 
that it would be necessary, before the ses¬ 
sion ended, to take some steps for binding 
Mr. Hastings to be forthcoming when¬ 
ever called upon; and he moved there¬ 
fore, “That Warren Hastings, Esquire,be 
taken into the custody of the sergeanf at- 
arms of this House.” Mr. John Nicholls, 
then a barrister on the western circuit 
(afterwards Dr. Nicholls, aud a civilian 
of some note),* observed, that, upon re¬ 
ferring to the journals in search of pre¬ 
cedents, lie found there were three dif¬ 
ferent. modes of proceeding. The first 
was to take the party impeached into the 
custody of their own sergeant-at-arms ; 
the second was to desire the Lords to take 
him into custody; the third was to desire 
the Lords to put him to answer, i.e. to 
hold him to bail. He thought that the 
last mode ought to be adopted, as it would 
be extremely cruel to brand Mr. Hastings 
in the face of his country by suggesting 
that the House had reason to suspect him 
of a design of attempting to elude justice 
by flight. Pitt urged that, the most re¬ 
gular and orderly mode would be for that 
House to take Mr. Hastings into custody 
by their sergeant, and to deli ver him over 
to the Lords. Burke concurring, a mo¬ 
tion to this effect was immediately agreed 
to. Very shortly after, the House was 
informed that Hastings was in the house¬ 
keeper’s room, in custody of the sergeant- 
at-arms; and hereupon Burke was di¬ 
rected to acquaint the Lords with the 
same, and to intimate that the prisoner 
was ready to be delivered up to the gen¬ 
tleman- usher of the black rod whenever 
their lordships should think proper. The 
message being delivered by Burke to the 
Lords, Lord Walsingham moved that 
Hastings should be forthwith taken into 
custody of the black rod. This being 
agreed to, Sir Francis Molyneux, gentle- 
man-uslier of the black rod, received the 
orders of the House, and re-appeared at 
their Lordships’ bar very soon after to 


* Author of “ Recollections and Reflections, 
Personal and Political, as connected with Public 
Altairs during the reign of George HI.. *—a work 
we have repeatedly cited. 
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/tjiiit the prisoner was in his 
}}fack-rod was then ordered to 
^^ng^wpprisoner to the bar, which, being 
drme, 'auu the late governor-general being 
upon his knees (for such was the rule), 
the lord chancellor directed him to rise, 
and ordered the articles of impeachment 
to be read over. After the clerk had 
read the long preamble to the charges, 
Hastings, knowing what a length they 
ran to, expressed a wish that the articles 
might he read short. The Duke of Rich¬ 
mond said lie could not, upon such a 
solemn occasion, consent to this proposal; 
and the lord chancellor agreeing w ith his 
grace, the articles were ordered to be read 
at full length. They ought to have or¬ 
dered in an additional supply of breath 
and strengt h for their clerk, who was not 
accustomed to such long readings. The 
reading began at half-past seven o’clock, 
and continued until ten, at which time 
the breathless clerk had got to the end of 
the sixth charge. Lord Townshend started 
up, and moved that the two remaining 
charges might be read short, in order to 
ease the House and the prisoner at the bar 
from the excessive wenriness of such a 
long lecture. The Duke of Richmond 
opposed the motion. For some part of 
this time the late governor-general of 
India had been left standing at the bar; 
but, after some conversation, it was agreed 
to allow him the indulgence of a chair. 
As it was also agreed that the two re¬ 
maining charges must be perused, the 
clerk resumed the reading, which was 
not finished till eleven o’clock. The lord 
chancellor then demanded of the prisoner 
what he had to say in his defence. “ My 
lords,” said Hastings, “I rely upon the 
justice of this House, and pray that I may 
be granted a copy of the charges, with a 
reasonable time to make my defence. 
Likewise that I may be allowed counsel, 
and that I may be admitted to bail.” He 
was then led out of the House by black- 
rod. Lord Walsinghara then moved that 
he should be admitted to bail, in the sum 


of L0,00(>/. himself, and two 
5000/. each. The Duke of NoriblJ 
dared that, considering the enormity of 
the charges, he could not agree to take 
such slender bail. His grace thought 
that the least sum which could be de¬ 
manded w r as 50,000/., and he moved to 
that effect. Lord Townshend seconded 
the noble duke’s motion. Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Thnrlov quoted the precedent of 
Sir John Bennet, who had been made to 
give bail in the sum of 40,000/. upon an 
impeachment. Mis lordship thought ex¬ 
cessive bail both oppressive and illegal, 
and precedent the best thing to go by : he 
therefore moved that Hastings, like Sir 
John Bennet, should be admitted to bail, 
himself in 20,000/., and two sureties in 
10,000/. each; and this was agreed to. 
It being also agreed to grant the other 
request of the prisoner, black-rod was 
Summoned, and ordered to bring him 
again to the bar. Hastings was led in, 
and knelt while the lord chancellor ad¬ 
dressed him, and told him that the House 
allowed him one month, and until the 
second day of the next session of parlia¬ 
ment, to make his defence; that they had 
admitted him to bail in 40,000/. as a se¬ 
curity for his abiding the issue of pro¬ 
cess; that they had likewise allowed him 
counsel, and called upon him to name 
them. Hastings named as his counsel 
Messrs. Plorner, Law, and Dallas. He 
then offered as his sureties Messrs. Sulivau 
and Sumner; and, their recognizance be¬ 
ing accepted, Hastings was ordered to 
withdraw. As the session was drawing 
rapidly to a close, the Commons agreed 
to some supplementary articles of charge 
without any debate. They were pre¬ 
sented by Burke to the Lords on the 
28th of May, and, Hastings being ordered 
to attend, they were read the same day, 
and copies of them ordered for his use. 
Sir Gilbert Elliot’s motion for the im¬ 
peachment of Sir Elijah Impey was put 
off till the next session. On the 30th of 
May the king prorogued parliament. 





CHAPTER XXIII. 


A few days before the Christmas holidays 
—H>n the 12th of December, 1787—Sir 
Gilbert Elliot made good his promise by 
presenting to the House six articles of 
charges of various high crimes and mis¬ 
demeanors against Sir Elijah Impey, late 
chief justice of Bengal, &c. (It was only 
within the few previous weeks that the 
term late could be applied to the functions 
of this judge: Sir Elijah had not.been 
deprived of his office in India—it had 
been said that he was even making pre¬ 
parations for his return to that country— 
but on the 1 Oth of November preceding 
Elliot’s motion he had acquainted the 
court of directors that his majesty had 
been pleased to accept his resignation.) 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, one of the most ap¬ 
proved orators in the House of Commons, 
made a long and impressive speech, in 
which he professed to describe Impey’s 
legal career from his first arrival at 
Calcutta down to his recall on a resolu¬ 
tion of the House of Commons, pro¬ 
voked by his having accepted the second 
or Company’s judgeship (the Sudder De- 
wannt-e Adaulut) from Hastings—an ori¬ 
ginal complaint which occupied but a 
small part of the present oration, the 
chief objects now proposed being to couple 
Impey with Hastings in the guilt of the 
execution of Nuncomar, and of the Be- 
uares and Oude transactions. Deriving 
ali his details from that very questionable 
letter which was said to have been written 
by the sheriff of Calcutta (Mr. Macrabie, 
the brother-in-law of Francis), imme¬ 
diately after the execution of Nuncomar 
in 1775, but, which was never made pub¬ 
lic until now, and of which, as we have 
said, we can find no trace anywhere 
previously to its publication in Dous- 
ley’s * Annual Register’ for the year 
1788, Sir Gilbert drew a very startling 
and affecting picture of the captivity, 
trial, demeanour, and execution of the 
Rajah Nuncomar. A comparison be¬ 


tween the said letter, which bears in¬ 
ternal evidence of being written or re¬ 
touched very largely by Francis himself, 
3 J jar ^ th e l°ng studied oration 
of Sir Gilbert Elliot, will convince the 
reader tliat the speech was founded solely 
upon the letter; and it appears that, ex¬ 
cept in this House of Commons speech 
and in this questionable letter, there is 
hardly any foundation for the pathetic 
narrative of Mr. Macaulay, the particu¬ 
lars of which are directly or indirectly 
contradicted by > various contemporary 
accounts of (he trial and execution, while 
some of them are inconsistent with the 
History of India and the condition of 
the native populations. If what is very 
doubtful, as well as what is absolutely 
false, be deducted from this pathetic nar¬ 
rative, very little that is either pathetic 
or picturesque will remain to adorn the 
tale. It is not true that Nuncomar was 
ignorant of the predicament iu which he 
stood — it is not true that natives had 
never been executed for the crime of 
forgery — it is not true that the mode of 
executing by hanging was so peculiarly 
awful arid horrible in the eyes of the 
Hindus, for hanging hue. been a not un¬ 
common mode of putting criminals to 
death among the Hindus themselves—it 
ts not true that the life of a Brahmin was 
regarded as sacred by the Hindus, let 
his crime he what it might, for Brahmins 
had been repeatedly executed by sentence 
of native courts — it is not true that Nun¬ 
comar was the head of the Hindu race 
and religion, or that liis death excited 
among the Hindus the same feeling that 
a devout Catholic in the dark ages would 
have felt ot seeiug a prelate of the highest 
dignity sent to the gallows by a secular 
tribunal. If any such feeling had existed, 
tli© Hindus of Calcutta, wlio 'wtT ? very 
nnmerous, and in many instances exceed¬ 
ingly well informed that the majority of 
the council — Francis, Ciavering, and 
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/were at the moment more 
then Hastings, would have 
petition, as they had done in the 
Kaddachimd Mettre, who was, 
like Nunoomar, both an Hindu and a 
Brahmin. Nuncomar may have been of 
the highest caste, and a Brahmin of Brah¬ 
mins; but men with these hereditary ad¬ 
vantages or qualities neither wero nor 
are secured against misfortune, poverty, 
obscurity, contempt; and then, as now, 
many Hindus of the highest caste occu¬ 
pied the lowest posts in society, filled the 
most menial offices, and lived and died in 
obscurity. When Nuncomar had pos¬ 
sessed wealth and political power he was 
highly considered, but the consideration 
of his countrymen ended with his wealth 
and power. When one of the best, in¬ 
formed and most respectable witnesses* 
upon Hastings’s trial was asked whether 
the Rajah Nunoomar was not a very 
considerable person among the Hindus, 
he replied that he had been so at one 
time, but that he had cease d to be so long 
before Ins arrest. It is doubtfhl whether 
Nuncomar displayed in prison or on the 
scaffold the composure and resignation 
which have been ascribed to him; it is 
doubtful whether there were any of those 
“ bowlings and lamentations of the poor 
wretched people, taking their last leave of 
him/' which rend the heart in Sir Gilbert 
Elliot’s speech and in the lector attributed 
to Sheriff,Macrabic; and it is very doubt¬ 
ful indeed whether, at the moment the 
drop fell, the Hindus set up a universal 
yell, and, with piercing cries of horror and 
dismay, betook themselves to flight, r;,in¬ 
ning, many of them, as far as the Ganges, 
and plunging into that holy stream, as if 
to wash away the pollution they had con¬ 
tracted in viewing such a spectacle. Once 
we were deceived by tins narrative, by 
this letter, and by this speech; but we 
had not then ascertained the very doubt¬ 
ful character of the letter upon which 
everything rests, nor had we weighed 
testimony on the other side. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot laid down the 
axiom that the proper way of reform¬ 
ing Indian abuse was to punish , some 
great Indian delinquent. He proceeded 


Major Bennell, the geographer, &e. 



to demonstrate that there was m 
delinquent — Hastings always 
— than the late chief justice. He stilted 
the nature, the occasion, and the pur¬ 
poses of the commission under which 
Sir Elijah Impey had been sent out to 
India: he contended that in the two 
great objects committed to his charge— 
the protection of the Company from the 
frauds of their servants, and the protec¬ 
tion of the natives from the oppression of 
European? — Sir Elijah had, by corruptly 
changing sides, added his new powers to 
the very force they were intended to con¬ 
trol, and taken an active part in the 
oppressions which it was his duty to have 
prevented. Sir Gilbert energetically 
called upon the gentlemen of the law, to 
which body he himself had once belonged, 
to throw off from the nation and from 
their profession the guilt of au individual 
lawyer, by bringing him to punishment 
for crimes which had been committed in 
the name of law. The articles of charge 
which he moved to be read related— 
1. To the trial and execution of Nun- 
eomar ; ‘2. To the conduct of Sir Elijah 
in a cause called the Patna cause ; 3. To 
extension of jurisdiction, illegally and 
OppressiVely, beyond the intention of the 
act and charter; 4. To the Cossijurah 
cause, in which the extension of juris¬ 
diction had been carried out with pecu¬ 
liar violence; 5. To the acceptance of 
the office of judge of the Sttdder Dewannee 
Adanlut, which was affirmed to be con¬ 
trary to law, and not only repugnant to 
the spirit of the act end charter, but fun¬ 
damentally subversive of all its material 
purposes; 6. To the conduct of Sir Elijah 
in Oude and Benares, where, it was de¬ 
clared, the clilef justice became the agent 
and tool of Hastings. Sir Gilbert Elliot 
affirmed that the conduct of the supreme 
court, and especially of Sir Elijah lmpev, 
had been the subject of complaint in In¬ 
dia from the first months of its institu¬ 
tion; that Sir Elijah was accused, by a 
majority of the supreme council, of one 
of the most atrocious of offences that w as 
ever laid to the account of man ; and this 
made the subject of the first charge. He 
reminded his hearers that, parliament 
had judged it proper, on the report made 
by the select committee on the Patna 
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general could be admitted, it 
be just to examine by what means 
been acquired If it was found to 
be the opinion of the public, founded on 
an impartial statement of the facts, on 
ample discussion of the arguments on 
both sides, on a full investigation of the 
proceedings, its authority was irresistible, 
and in that case it might be truly sard 
that vox popttli est vox Dei. But, if par¬ 
tial representations had been laid before 
the public; if one side of the question only- 
luid been stated ; if no inquiry had been 
made into the facts; if it turned out that 
the public had been abused and misled; 
then the public opinion would be of no 
value, and to give weight to it would he 
to deliver up the lives, properties, and 
fame of the best men to the rage of par¬ 
tisans and the virulence of libellers, the 
base and mercenary instruments of every 
malignant and unprincipled faction. "‘It 
is now twelve years,” said he, “since this 
nation has bee - ! deluded by false and per¬ 
petual informations, that the supreme 
court of judicature had im>sf absurdly, 
cruelly, and without authority, obtruded 
the complex and intricate criminal laws 
of England on the populous nations of 
Bengal, Bafcar, and Orissa, whose law, 
religion, and habits were peculiarly ab¬ 
horrent to them ; that a native of Ben¬ 
gal of high Tank, had been tried and con- 
v ictcd on a capital law of England for an 
offence punishable in the place ivherc it 
teas committed by fine only, that the 
court which had tried him had no juris¬ 
diction over his person; that he was 
brought, within the limits of the jurisdic¬ 
tion by force, and in that state that the 
court adjudged that its jurisdiction had 
attached upon him; ana, to mm up all, 
m the words most deservedly odious to an 
English ear, he was final 1 )- executed un¬ 
der that which, if a law at all, was an ex 
post facto law.” He complained that all 
kinds of calumnies had been propagated 
through the press, not merely in daily 
papers, but in laboured treatises, in his¬ 
tories, in books of travels, fabricated for 
the sole purpose of disseminating and per¬ 
petuating libels of this and a similar 
tendency, wiih a more certain effect be¬ 
cause less suspected. Thes • authors had 
dared to make use of the high and respect¬ 



able names of Sir William Black# 
and Lord Mansfield, as condemning the 
illegality of the proceedings in the case 
of Nuncomar, the tatter being made 
to call the execution “ a legal murder.” 
He read a letter written by Blacks tone, 
who was recently dead, to express his ad¬ 
miration of the high reputation which he 
(Sir Elijah) and his colleagues had ac¬ 
quired by their prudent and impartial 
administration of justice in India; he 
prided himself on enjoying the favourable 
opinion of Lord Mansfield, who was 
living, and in full possession of all his 
faculties, though at a very advanced age, 
and he assured the House that, so far from 
using any such expressions, that noble lord 
had declared that he had never formed 
any opinion upon Nuncomar 1 & case,—that 
the assertion was an absolute falsehood, 
and that he authorised him so to contra¬ 
dict it. The name of another gff nt lawyer, 
Lord Ashburton 'Dunning;, had also 
been introduced to add to the weight of 
the popular condemnation. He mad a 
letter from that nobleman expressly to the 
point, and containing his full approbation 
of Nunc omar’s trial. * Dunning, like 
Black stone, was in his grave, and Lord 
Mansfield, as bill of honour as of years, 
had recently retired from the bench. 
“ These, v said Sir Elijah, “ wore not men 
who would hold correspondence with 
judges guilty of a legal murder;, these 
were not men who would be volunteers in 
applauding such conduct; they were great 
lawyers in their day; they are gone, and 
almost a new' generation has succeeded 
theno Though it has bceu given out 
authoritatively, and propagated in print 
to prejudice my cause, I shall not, till I 
arn convinced by fatal experience, be in¬ 
duced to believe that tire gentlemen of 
the same profession now in this House 
can so totally differ in opinion from them 
as to have reprobated my conduct and 
prejudged me unheard. ... My de- 


* Dunning « letter w.is dated January the 6th. 
1776. Tim passage which Sir Elijah read was 
this; ‘ The publication of the trial lias been of 
use. as it has obviated abundance of ridiculous 
and groundless stories. I see nothing in the pro¬ 
ceedings to disapprove of. except that you seem to 
have wasted inoi time in the discussion of the 
privileges of ambassadors than so ridiculous a 
claim deserved,’* 
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jbding cliiefly on matters of law, 
oe is on no personal favour, but 
professional ability to determine 
Sitters of law, and their characteristic 
habit not to condemn, not to reprobate, 
without a hearing, Audi alteram partem 
is a maxim acknowledged to be equitable 
by all who know what justice is: but it is 
engraven on the heart of every honest 
lawyer.” After recapitulating the several 
articles contained in the charge about 
Nuncomar, as that he had illegally brought 
the rajah under the jurisdiction of his 
court, that Nuncoraar had been committed 
on false and insufficient evidence, that all 
the proceedings were the fruit of a con¬ 
federacy between him and Warren Hast¬ 
ings, for the purpose of screening Hast¬ 
ings from a just accusation by accom¬ 
plishing the death of his accuser, <Scc., he 
said that if the premises were true they 
warranted a more severe conclusion than 


the words of the charge, which pro¬ 
nounced him guilty of high crimes and 
misdemeanors. *• if the premises are 
true,” said he, “then I am guilty, not of 
misdemeanors, but of murder—I am guilty 
of a murder of the basest, foulest, and 
most aggravated nature. From such pre¬ 
mises that is the only true conclusion. I 
do not decline it. It would have been 
justice to have drawn it. My life would 
then have been forfeit, had I been found 
guilty: it would have been mercy to have 
sacrificed that life as an atonement for 
these enormous crimes, which, if I am 
convicted of [them], or am to lie under 
the public imputation of having perpe¬ 
trated [them], would become a burden too 
intolerable to be dragged to a distant 
grave. The substance of this charge has 
long been before the public, but brought 
before it in a maimer which afforded me 
no means of answering it. The weight 
of it has, indeed, borne so heavy on me, 
that nothing but the consolation of my 
own conscience, indignation for unworthy 
treatment, and the expectation that the 
truth would at some time or other be re¬ 
vealed, could have supported me under it. 
With an overflowing heart I return my 
thanks to God, and his immediate instru¬ 
ment, my accuser, that he has been pleased 
to afford me this opportunity, now first 
given, of disclosing the true state of this 



so long misrepresented case, and ol 
cheating my own honour and the conj^JujJ _ 
of the much injured judges of the supreme 
court.” Alter reciting the powers and 
the extent of the jurisdiction of the court 
as established by act and charter, he po¬ 
sitively averred that, from the establish¬ 
ment of the court till he left Bengal in 
December, 1783, there had been no in¬ 
dictment tried against any person who 
was not an inhabitant of Calcutta, nor for 
crimes not committed in Calcutta. He 
insisted that Nuncomar was a settled in¬ 
habitant of Calcutta, that he was not igno¬ 
rant of the law, but well acquainted with 
it., and that the crime with which he was 
charged was committed in Calcutta. “ An 
Hindu inhabitant of Calcutta,” said he, 

“ was as much amenable to the English 
law in Calcutta as if the said Hindu hud 
been an inhabitant of London. He might 
with equal propriety object to beiug tried 
by any law but that of his native country 
at the Old Bailey as at the Court-house in 
Calcutta. Gibraltar, in the kingdom of 
Spain, is — Calais, in that of France, was — 
part of the dominion of tins realm : ad¬ 
mitting the laws of England to have been 
introduced into those towns, a French in¬ 
habitant of Calais, or a Spanish inhabit¬ 
ant of Gibraltar, having offended against 
the law under which he dwelt, might 
with equal reason complain that he was 
not tried by the law of the place of his 
nativity, as an Hindu in Calcutta, be¬ 
cause that town is situated in Bengal. 
There is nothing in the quality of an 
Hindu that makes the law of the country 
wherein he was born more attached to 
him than to a Frenchman or Spaniard; — 
all must be obedidht to the law that pro¬ 
tects them. It was uot till since the seat 
of government and the collection of the 
revenues have been brought to Calcutta, 
that it has become populous by the influx 
of black inhabitants. The laws have not 
been obtruded on them., they have come to 
the laws of England.” He affirmed, that 
long before his time the laws of England, 
statute and common, had been indiscri¬ 
minately put in force at Calcutta; that 
murders, highway robberies, burglaries, 
felonies of all kinds, had been tried in the 
same manner as at the Old Bailey, and 
convictions and executions had on them, 
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dust Hindus, Mussulmans, Por- 
d other foreign inhabitants, as 
ose who were more especially 

__ iritish subjects.* Copies of the 

records of the old court were in the India 
House, and must be full of such trials. 
Besides records, and the precedents they 
established, he had been guided by the 
royal charter and by instructions sent out 
by the court of directors, showing the new 
court how to proceed against prisoners 
not understanding English, how to pro¬ 
ceed when any Portuguese, Hindu, or 
other native of India, not born of British 
parents, should happen to be prosecuted 
for any capital offence, which, according 
to the instructions, would probably often 
happen** On legal conclusions and pre¬ 
cedents the supreme court would have 
been justified in trying Nuncomar as an 
inhabitant of Calcutta for a crime com¬ 
mitted in Calcutta: but before proceeding 
to the trial he and his brother judges 
made a still more particular search, and 
found that this specific statute of forgery 
had been acted on and most completely 
published to all the inhabitants of Cal¬ 
cutta, and to the Hindus more especially; 
for he found that in 1765 one Raddachnnd 
Mettre, an Hindu, had been tried, con¬ 
victed, and received sentence of death by 
the former court, for the forgery of the 
codicil of a will of one Cojah Solomon, an 
Armenian. He admitted that this Hindu 
had not been hanged, but that was be¬ 
cause it was the first condemnation for 
such a crime. “ I found,” said he, “ that 
the Hindu inhabitants of Calcutta, had 
petitioned the president and council for 
his respite, not. pretending that they were 
not subject to the lo\$ of Calcutta, but 
chiefly on this ground,—that till that trial 
neither they nor the prisoner understood 
the crime to be punishable by death, it 
not being so by the country laws. Their 
petition was solely for mercy in that in¬ 
stance , without any complaint of the law, 
or desire that it should not in future be 
executed. In consequence of this appli¬ 
cation the president and council resolved 
to recommend the prisoner to mercy in 



• Abundant evidence to tills* oflfoet was pro¬ 
duced in the course of the proceedings against 
Hastings. 


these remarkable expressions- 
that the condemnation will be s 
to deter others from committing 
offence / [The Hindus were much ad¬ 
dicted to the crime.] It appeared by the 
records that the East India Company had 
sent his majesty’s pardon; but all my 
diligence could not furnish me with any 
comment made on this proceeding; and 
finding no censure passed upon it by the 
court of directors or the king’s ministers, 
to whom the case must have been sub¬ 
mitted to obtain the pardon, and that the 
whole passed in the ordinary course of 
business, and accorded with the other pro¬ 
ceedings of the court, I esteemed it a full 
precedent, more especially as there had 
been a plain intimation from the governor 
and council, if the condemnation should 
not be sufficient to deter the natives from 
the commission of forgery, that the law 
would be enforced in future.” “ We are 
glad,'’ said the directors, “ you have in¬ 
terfered in his behalf.” It was alleged 
in the present articles of charge that IS un- 
comar had been brought to Calcutta by 
force, and was there detained as a pri¬ 
soner at the time of the commission of the 
crime. “ I deny the truth of the fact,” 
said Sir Elijah, “and those gentlemen 
who were members of the council when 
Nuncomar was tried, and are low mem¬ 
bers of this House, must well know the 
fact is not true. Had it been true, yet, 
before ic could be matter of objection to 
the judgment, it must be shown it was 
proved in evidence at the trial; it then 
would have been made port, and a mate¬ 
rial part, of his defence; it would have 
been decisive in his favour : but the con¬ 
trary' was in proof at the trial; he was 
proved to be a settled inhabitant of Cal¬ 
cutta; no such objection was ever sug¬ 
gested, nor was any attempt made to take 
him out of the jurisdiction cf the court as 
not being an inhabitant of the town.” He 
said he could trace the story of Nunco- 
raar’8 being conducted to Calcutta, and 
detained a prisoner there until the arrival 
of the supreme court, to no better autho¬ 
rity than that of a libellous letter in a book 
entitled ‘Travels in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa,’ published in 1782;* that the 

* The hook referred to is, * Mackintosh’s 
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rM Jt book, from his known con- 
[lTglit have received more true 
{; and that that book, like 
i published on the subject, uni¬ 
ty endeavoured, as the articles of 


Travels in Eutooo, Avia, and Africa; y vols. 
8vo., 17«3J ;' of which « French translation ap¬ 
peared at Puds tire same year, and a German 
translation ai Lelpsie in 17SJ>. Wo have non in 
our hands a copy of the work which belonged to 
Sir Elijah Impey. The full title of this book is, 
'Travels in liurepe, Asia, »tul Africa; describing 
Characters, Customs, Manners, Laws, >'nd Pro¬ 
ductions of Nature and Art: tvntainiou' various 
remarks on the Political and Commercial Inte¬ 
rests of Great Britain: and delineating, in parti 
cular, A New System for the Government and 
Improvement of the British Settlements in the 
East Indies: begun in the year 1777, and finished 
in 1781.‘ Like the letter attributed to Sheriff 
Macrabie, Francis’s brother-in-law, this hook of 
Travels (iri the form of Letters) bears internal 
evidence of having been, if not written, at least 
revised and augmented by Francis himself. The 
name of Mackintosh, which does not appear in 
the title page, is clearly a nom de guerre. If 
such an individual had existed, and if lm had been 
capable of writing so well without assistance, he 
would have been heurd of again, and ho could 
scarcely have failed, in that day, when good 
writers were far from numerous, of attaining to 
celebrity. No such Mackintosh was over heard 
of after the publication of the hook. The writer 
of that book shuns all the subjects in which 
Philip Francis vus awkwardly implicated during 
his residence at Calcutta (for example, he says not 
a syllable about Monsieur and Madame Le Grand 
and the a im. con. trial at which Sir El ijah Impey 
presided) ; and he dwells upon all thooo subjects 
and projects which Francis held to be honourable 
to himself as member of tl:o council and oppo¬ 
nent of Hastings; ho applauds all those ind ivi¬ 
duals who took part with Francis, and he con¬ 
demns with the true Junius virulence all these 
who took part with Hustings. His attack on the 
Chief Justice is more guarded ; and it is worthy 
of observation that though he gives the name in 
full of Sir llobert Chambers and others, and the 
initials of the two other judge* and of many other 
high functionaries, lie gives neither the name nor 
so much as the initials of Si. Elijah Impey. The 
whole story of the trial and execution of Nuaco¬ 
rn ar is given very briefly. It looks like the per¬ 
formance of a man that was laying a foundation 
for future calumnies. Instead of the elaborated 
account of the execution contained in the Sheriff 
Macrabie’s letter, we have here but one short 
seutenc-*—“ He was found guilty; condemned to 
be hung* d; and was publicly executed within a Few 
paces of Fort William, to the utter astonishment 
and terror of all Hindustan." Short as the account 
is, it however contains ihe germ of nearly every 
calumny and falsehood that was afterwards em¬ 
bodied in Sir Gilliert Elliot’s speech or in the 
charges against Hastings. Yet this account makes 
two of the judges as guilty as Impey in the Nim- 
comar business, and exonerates only Sir Robert 


charge were now doing to ad van! 
character of Sir Robert Chambers J 
expense oC his own. As to the part ol 
charge which alleged that Nuucoinar had 
been convicted on false and insufficient 
evidence, he requested the House, before 
they assented to the truth of that proposi¬ 
tion, to peruse the whole trial and judge 
for themselves. As to the mode of exe¬ 
cution by hanging, the laws of England 
left nothing to the discretion of the court, 
the sentence for the felony being that the 
convict be hung by the neck until he is 
dead. To vary was treated by our law 
books as criminal in the highest degree. 
“ Some,” said Impey, u go so far (though 
certainly too far) as to say that this is not 
in the power of the king himself; that he 
may indeed pardon part of the sentence 
(as, in high treason, all but beheading), 
but that he cannot order execution to be 
done in a manner variant from the sen¬ 
tence.” He declared that before Nunco- 
mar suffered, he had the most authentic 
information that Hindus of all castes, 
Brahmins included, had been executed by 
hanging. “ I was particularly informed, 
he said, 41 by a gentleman formerly a 
member of the council in Bengal, and 
now a member cf this House,* who has 
this day repeated to me the same informa¬ 
tion, that he had himself carried such sen¬ 
tence into execution against two Brah¬ 
mins, without any disturbance, and even 
with the consent of the Hindus them¬ 
selves. The prosecutor who sued for the 
execution in Nuneomar’s case was an 
Hindu ; many of the w itnesses were 
Hindus; what, the sentence must be was 
well known to the prisoner, the prosecu¬ 
tor, and all the Hindus in the settlement; 
yet no objection was made by the prisoner 


Chambers. It snys “All the Bench, except Sir 
Robert Chamber*, declared that he waB amenable 
to tlmt. law." But Sir Robert Chamber", aa we 
have said—and a» is proved by abundant evidence 
—never doubted that the rajah was amenable to 
die laws of England—never aid anything more 
than offer a suggestion that be should i>a tried 
under the statute of Queen Elizabeth, which was 
milder indeed, but which was (dearly obsolete ; 
and Chambers concurred in the sentence which 
Impey merely pronounced ns the organ of the 
court. If, therefore, there was guilt or error, it 
was incurred by nil the Bench, and by Chambers 
just as much aa by Impey. 

* Evidently Burwell. 
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,sel, before or after the sentence 
priced, to the mode by which he 
her death; no evidence was 
being shocking to the reli- 
"grouTopinions of the Hindus; no mention 
of it was made in the address of the Hin¬ 
dus.” The articles alleged in the broadest 
mai i ue ' that there was a conspiracy betw een 
him and Hustings in order to destroy so 
dangerous a witness as Nuncoinar, and 
inferences to supjxirt the assertion were 
drawn from these circumstances:—that 
the forgery had been committed five years 
before Noncomar was brought to trial 
before the supreme court ; that it had been, 
and was at the lime, the subject of a civil 
suu in the Dewaanee Adauluf a country 
court; and that no steps had ever been 
taken to make it a. matter of criminal pro¬ 
secution, much less of a capital indict¬ 
ment, until Nuncomar had become the 
accuse r of the governor -general. Ge acral 
Claveriug, Colonel Monson, and Francis 
had even deposed tliat hi the interval be¬ 
tween the forgery and the trial Nuncoinar 
had been protected and employed by 
Hastings; and this deposition had been 
inserted m the report of a committee 
of the House of Commons. Now, in 
defending himself, Sir Elijah Iinpey not 
morel] admitted, but insisted upon, the 
fact asserted by Clavering, Monson, and 
Francis; and he even cited the evidence 
of Hastings himself when examined upon 
oath on the trial of Joseph Fowke and 
others for a conspiracy against him. This 
course, if it proved that Nuncoinar could 
not have been tried for forgery before he 
was tried, proved also that the governor- 
giiieral had, at lea*t in this case, put ham- 
self above the low for temporary political 
purposes—proved that the guilty could 
not be prosecuted, previously to the arrival 
of the supreme court, so long as Hastings 
extended his protection. Hastings’s evi¬ 
dence upon oath , which Iinpey read to the 
House, contained, however, a denial of his 
ever having directly or indirectly coun¬ 
tenanced or forwarded the prosecution 
against Nuncomar. When asked whether 
he had not had connections with that, rajah, 
he had said he certainly had; tliat he hud 
employed him on many occasions; had 
patronised and countenanced him, though 
he never had any opinion of ivs virtue or 



integrity, and believed the rajah ! 
had not. “ It was in evidence 
Iinpey, “ at the trial that Mr. Palk 
of the Adaulut, had once confined hint 
(Nuncoinar) for the forgery. It was 
notorious that Mr. Hastings had ordered 
him to be released. This of itself was 
sufficient to prevent any native inhabitant 
of Calcutta from commencing a prosecu¬ 
tion against him, for the;.' was then no 
other criminal court to resort to but that 
in which Mr. Hastings presided. It was 
in evidence also that the prosecutor had 
it not in his power to commence a cri¬ 
minal suit, even in the court in which Mr. 
Hastings presided, or in any other court, 
before the time at which the indictment was 
actually preferred; for the forged instru¬ 
ment was deposited in the mayor's court, 
and could not be procured from thence 
until the judges of the supreme court ar¬ 
rived at Calcutta. It was not restored 
to the party entitled t.o it till after the re¬ 
cords and papers of the mayor ’s conn had 
been delivered over to the supreme court. 
One main cause assigned for erecting the 
supreme court was, thatythe Company’s 
servants either presided in or could in¬ 
fluence the other courts. The supreme 
court, the only court where Mr. Hastings’s 
influence could not extend, sat for the first 
time towards the end of October, 1774. 
In June, 1775, at the first effective court 
of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery 
held by that court, the indictment was 
preferred and tried. That the endeavour¬ 
ing to procure the papers from the may ors 
court was intended as ‘ a step taken ’ to¬ 
wards ft criminal prosecution, before Nun- 
comar became the accuser of Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, I have uo evidence to provebut 
that no effectual steps could have been 
taken I have given satisfactory proof. As 
there had been no delay in the prosecu¬ 
tion, as the point of time when the prose¬ 
cution was brought was the Jirsi possible 
point of time when it could be brought, 
uo presumption whatsoever could arise 
from lapse of time, or the coincidence of 
the prosecution of Mohunpersaud * with 
the accusation before the council, or from 
the unavoidable accident of the prosecu¬ 
tion not having been commenced until 


* Tli#t prosecutor of Num?(«r.ar. 
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pme the accuser of Mr. I last- 
At the accusation was the cause 
(seention of Nuncomar by another 
fl^-thftt it had been the subject of a 
civil suit in the Dewanuee court, there 
Avas iio legal evidence: the proceedings 
themselves, or authenticated copies, ought 
to have been shown : parole testimony 
was not admissible; it did not lie on tlu; 
prosecutor to produce them. Had the} 
tended to the defence of the prisoner, he 
should have produced them; his not doing 
it at least induced a strong suspicion that 
they would not have made for him. That 
suspicion was strengthened by the evi¬ 
dence given that ho had been imprisoned 
by Mr. Palk, the judge of the court in 
which the proceedings were supposed to 
have been had. The matter, therefore, 
having been in a civil court, as he made 
it no part of his defence, hut chose to keep 
back the evidence, furnishing a fair pre¬ 
sumption against him, it could not with 
justice have lx*en applied by the court to 
ding an imputation on the prosecution, 
nor did it give any appearance that the 
prosecution bore any relation to the ac¬ 
cusation against Mr. Hastiugs.” All this 
may prove that the supreme court could 
not have tried Nuncomar sooner than 
they did; but it does not prove that the 
governor-general had not chosen the mo¬ 
ment for letting loose the proofs of Nun- 
comar’s guilt. But, at the same time, 
there was nothing in the circumstance of 
Nuncomar s being in the character of an 
accuser of Hastings that could stop pro¬ 
ceedings against himself upon a separate 
and unconnected charge, brought forward 
by a different prosecutor, with different 
witnesses, and with everything about it 
different and distinct. “ The prosecutor,” 
said Impey, “ had a right to demand re¬ 
dress : to have refused it would have been 
a denial of justice. Had I taken so de¬ 
cided a part as to have flung out the in¬ 
dictment on the ground of the prisonui 
having been the accuser of Mr. Hastings, 
how could I have justified the casting 
that imputation on the prosecution, with¬ 
out any evidence being laid before the 
court that any accusation existed? Had 
there been evidence of an accusation, with 
what justice to the community at large 
could the court have adjudged that to be 



a sufficient ca.:se for not putting 

souer on his trial ? If such indenjjnijj_ 

were held forth to informers, what man 
would have been safe in his property, 
liberty, Time, or life? What kind of in¬ 
formers were likely to be brought for- 
waid ? Those who by their crimes were 
subjected to the law's, and had been thereby 
taught that, by simply preferring accu¬ 
sations, they would lx; protected f"om the 
justice of the laws ” After mentioning 
what was set forth in the charge—us that 
Nuncomar hud accused Hastings of various 
peculations and other corrupt practices 
before the council at Calcutta, and that 
Hastings, instead of confronting his ac¬ 
cuser, though proper, under pretence of 
his dignity, to decline all def -ice, and to 
dissolve the said council at various times 

.Ini; ey asked how this could affect him, 

as nothiug of the sort hail been liefore 
him and ihe court when they were pro¬ 
ceeding against Nuncomar ? He said that 
the circumstances were not only not in 
evidence, but were not known to him and 
the other judges; that by rumour, and by 
rumour only, it was known in Calcutta 
that Nuncomar had preferred some accu¬ 
sations against Mr. Hastings—accusations 
which, so far from being public, were pre¬ 
ferred to the council iu their private de¬ 
partment, where each member was under 
an oath of secrecy. If the prisoner Nun¬ 
comar was an object of the special protec¬ 
tion of the court, from the circumstances 
in which he stood as an accuser, that 
claim should have been laid before the 
court in evidence, and ought to have 
formed part of the defence:—they were 
nil matters capable of proof; they were 
proper subjects to go to a jury. Why 
were they kept back ? Why were not 
the court and jury acquainted therewith ? 
“ If, ” continued Impey, “ they could 
leave no doubt in the mind and opinion 
of the jury, the jury would not have hesi¬ 
tated to acquit the prisoner. If the judges 
mnft have been convinced, it would have 
been their duty to have directed the ac¬ 
quittal. This was the only mode by 
which protection could have been legally 
given to Nuncomar : they were not. 
thought sufficient to produce that, convic¬ 
tion when the transactions were recent: 
if they had beer., they would have formed 
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'part of the defence. Why, 
7 averred they must produce 
-^urict-ion now. at ft distance of 
thirte^years from the transactions ?” 

.. V was inserted in the charge, and Impey 
allowed it to be true, that Chambers had 
made ft motion from the bench for alter¬ 
ing the indictment; hut Impey urged that, 
this was done more in favor cm mtce, and 
tVom the natural lenity of Chambers’s 
disposition, than from any sound reason 
in law. Sir Robert Chambers had wished 
to try Nuneomaip on a statute that did not 
inflict capital punishment for forgery— 
• —the 5th uf Elizabeth— thinking it op¬ 
tional in the court, to adopt, that statute, 
instead of the statute of George II., which 
made forgery capital. That it was op¬ 
tional in the court,” said Sir Elijah, “ to 
choose the statute which it liked best, I 
thought impossible: for X understood it 
to be an undoubted maxim in law, that, 
whenever a statute constitutes rhat offence 
which was a misdemeanor to lie a felony, 
the existence of the misdemeanor is de¬ 
stroyed and annihilated; or, as lawyers 
express it, the misdemeanor <-merged in 
the felony. The 2nd Gcor- e II. having 
made forgery, which was a misdemeanor 
both at common law and by the Oth 
Elizabeth, to be a felony, the offence at 
law and by the Oth Elizabeth were both 
merged; and neither the common law 
nor the Oth Elizabeth was any longer 
the existing law with regard to forgery. 
The 2nd George II. became the only law 
by which forgery was a crime; the court 
therefore must have proceeded on that 
statute or not at all. If forgery was not 
a capital offence in Calcutta, it was no 
offence there. If the statute could not 
have been put in force, it would have 
operated as a pardon for the offence 
v'hich the legislature intended it to 
punish with more severity. These argu¬ 
ments were made use of by' me in court 
to support the indictment. By these I 
then understood that Sir Robert Cham- 
oers was convinced; he most certainly 
acquiesced; I never understood him to 
have been overruled, and his subsequent 
conduct proves mo3t manifestly that he 
was not: for he not only sat through the 
whole trial, but concurred in overriding 
every objection in arrest of judgment; 



assented to the summing up of the 1 
rvcis present, and concurred in the sc. 

Impey then read a paragraph of ; 
written to the court of directors shortly 
a fter the trial, and signed by Chambers, the 
two other judges, ana liimself, and in which 
they all asserted that they had in every’, 
instance been unanimous, whatever repre¬ 
sentation might be made to the contrary 
Impey further showed that all the judges£f 
Chambers included, signed the calendars, 
which were the only warrants for execu¬ 
tion in Calcutta. Nay, still further ; he 
showed that Chambers, on the same day 
and only a few hours after the execution 
of Nnucomar, proposed carrying the con¬ 
sequences of the conviction even beyond 
the execution; and he read a letter in 
which Chambers suggested that the sheriff 
should be immediately ordered to seal up 
not only the books and papers of the male 
factor, lmt also his house and goods; and 
that a commission should issue under the 
seal of the supreme court, to inquire after 
his effects at Moorshedabad and else¬ 
where,* Sir Elijah said that, as the char¬ 
ter had not appointed any officer to se¬ 
cure escheats aud forfeitures, he did not 
consider it to be the duty of the court to 
act as escheator for the crown, and that, 
therefore, he declined giving any such 
orders. Sir Elijah had no recollection 
of any appeal: but he had reason to be¬ 
lieve that a petition delivered by the pri¬ 
soner, desiring tu be respited and recom¬ 
mended to his majesty's mercy, had been, 
after a long lapse of time, confounded with 
au appeal. If there had been an appeal, 
it must remain on record and be capable 
of proof. He quoted the clause of the 
charter respecting appeals, by which 
clause the supreme court had full and ab¬ 
solute power to allow or deny appeals. 
He next quoted the clause relating to re¬ 
spites : by this last clause the supreme 
court wore empowered “to reprieve and 
suspend the execution of any capital of¬ 
fence, wherein there shall appear, in their 
judgment, a proper occasion for mercy;'’ 
but in such case they were to transmit to 


•Chambers said in this letter, “Amoruf his 
papers it is said there will be found bond* from 
n iny persons, both block and white, agniust 
whom I conceive that writs scire acins shattid be 
directed by us as supreme coroners.” 
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^j\ a state of the case, of the 
rid of their reasons for recom- 
__ fie criminal to mercy. Here- 
v.^.. i/mpey argued that neither the law 
nor the charter required the judges to as¬ 
sign reasons for carrying the judgment 
into execution; that it was only in case 
of their not executing it that they were 
| hound to assign their reasons. He main¬ 
tained that, there were no reasons to be 
assigned for respiting Nuncomar. “ Could 
it," said he, “have been stated as a reason 
to liis majesty that Nuncomar had pre¬ 
ferred an accusation against Mr. Hastings ? 
Who was the accuser, and who was 
the accused ? It was notorious to all India 
that Nuncomar had been the public 
accuser of Mohammed Reza Khan with¬ 
out effect, though supported by the 
power and influence of government. 
He had been convicted before the judges 
of a conspiracy to bring false accusations 
against another member of the council. 
Against whom was the accusation ? Not 
against Mr. Hastings censured by the 
House of Commons; not against Mr. Hast¬ 
ings impeached before the House of Lords; 
noi the Mr. Hastings for whom the scaf¬ 
fold is now erected m Westminster Hall; 
but that Mr. Hastings whom I had heard 
the prime-minister of England, in full Par¬ 
liament, declare to consist of the only 
flesh and blood that had resisted tempta¬ 
tion in the infectious climate of India; 
that Mr. Hastings whom the king and 
parliament of England had selected for 
his exemplary integrity, and intrusted 
with the most important interest of this 
realm! Whatever ought to be my opi¬ 
nion of Mr. Hastings now , I claim to be 
judged by the opinion I ought to have 
had of him then ." Sir Elijah insisted 
that neither he nor the other judges had 
prejudiced Nuncomar, or acted unfairly 
towards him or his witnesses; that, while 
there was no reason that could justify the 
court in recommending the prisoner to 
mercy, there weremany against it; t hat the 
defence, in the opinion both of the judges 
and jury, was a fabricated system of per¬ 
jury; that the jury requested that the 
prisoner's witnesses might, be prosecuted 
that after the trial it became matter of 
public notoriety that the defence had been 
fabricated, and witnesses procured to swear 
to it by an agent of the prisoner; and 


that one of the judges, Mr. Jus!_— 
maistre, had declared that a large lunj _ 
money had been offered to him to pro¬ 
cure a respite. In the next place Impey 
alluded to the attentions and honours 
paid to Nuncomar while in prison by 
General Clavering, Monson, and Francis; 
stating that the secretaries and aides-de- 
camp of those members of council visited 
him after his commitment for the felony, 
and that even the ladies of the families of 
General Clavering and Colonel Monson 
were in the habit of sending their com¬ 
pliments to him in the prison. He af¬ 
firmed, what had already been affirmed 
upon oath in another place, that. Nun- 
comar, cheered by these flattering at¬ 
tentions—very unusual in such a ease- 
conceived hopes of his being released, 
through the influence of General Claver¬ 
ing and Colonel Monson, even to the day 
before his execution, when he wrote a 
letter to the council for that purpose. 
Aftet* reading the affidavit of Yeandle, the 
gaoler, Impey read two other affidavits 
made at the time by two gentlemen at 
Calcutta who were connected with the 
native inhabitants, and who swore that it 
was an opinion prevalent among them 
that the rajah would be released by Gene¬ 
ral Clavering or the council. One of 
these affidavits was that of Mr. Alexander 
Elliot, a younger brother of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, the present accuser of Sir Elijah 
Impey. Alexander Elliot, who held at 
the time a civil office at Calcutta, had 
been conversant with the whole business, 
and had even interpreted at the trial of 
Nuncomar. He left India not long after 
to return to England, and was then in¬ 
trusted with a discretionary power from 
Impey and his brother judges to publish 
the trial if he thought it necessary. “ He, * 
said Impey, “had collated the notes, and 
had undertaken to bear testimony to the 
authority of them; he had served volun¬ 
tarily as interpreter through the whole 
trial. He pointed out the prevarications 
of the witnesses; he could have verified 
the narration from his own memory ; and 
he could have spoken as an eye-witness 
to my particular conduct at the trial. He 
lived in that intimacy -with me, that I 
may almost say he made part ot my 
family; and as no secret of my heart was 
unrevealed to him, he could have given 
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f and most unequivocal account 
imexits with regard to carrying 

r nce into execution.The 

imes propagated from Calcutta by 
minutes (of council), secret there, but 
published, and meant to be published, in 
England, made him use the discretion in¬ 
trusted to him to refute them. He printed 
the trial :* his testimony could have sup¬ 
ported the truth of it; if it could not, no 
consideration would have prevailed on 
him to have published a trial with such 
gross misrepresentations, and, by under¬ 
taking the vindication of the judges, to 
have been instrumental in deceiving the 
king, his ministers, and the public in the 
most abandoned mariner. lie is unfor¬ 
tunately no more. But though I am de¬ 
prived of his living testimony, yet, his 
acts and his character still bear evidence 
for me.” Impey then read a letter from 
another gentleman eminent in the civil 
service in India, to show the sense enter¬ 
tained of Alexander Elliot's excellent 
qualities, and the impression made by his 
premature death; and he otherwise dwelt 
upon the subject in a manner to embar¬ 
rass Sir Gilbert Elliot, the brother of the 
deceased. “ Inventive malice” said Im¬ 
pey, “ can do no injury to his memory, 
except the prosecutor (his own brother \\ 
by maintaining the foul motives charged 
on me, ohould, by necessary consequence, 
fix them on him, and thereby blast his 
fair fame with unmerited infamy, for the 
zealous part, lie took in the investigation 
of truth.” f Xu his correspondence with 


♦ The trial was afterwards inserted iu /IowelVs 
Stale Triuls. 

■f Even that libellous book o» travel, which we 
firmly believe to have been written or retouched 
by Francii, contain* a high panegyrio of Mr. A. 
Elliot, the jounfter brother of Sir Gilbert, who 
was assailing the fair fame of Impey, who was 
holding up as n murderet, and the worst of vil¬ 
lains, the mil l with whom his near relative had 
lived as a son lives with his father, 

•‘Here let me digress from my narrative, in 
order to lament the too early late of one cf the 
most amiable characters and elevated geniuses 
that ever dignified humanity. All wlio know 
him were his friends; even stranger*, to whom 
report alone afforded an opportunity of admiring 
his talents and virtues, mourned for the death of 
Mr. Elliot. He fella martyr to patriotism n nd 
fidelity to the East India Company.’'—Travels In 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, See. And yet tins *elf- 
contradicting and spurious book says, that “ Tie 
trial published ttt England is universally declared 


the secretary of stab 1 Tinpey had ' 
to Mr. Elliot and to the papers ofl^wj 
ha was the hearer, for proofs that nothing 
relating to the trial was intended to be 
hid from, the English nation, In the 
same 'letter to the secretary of state, a 
copy of which Impey read at the bar, he 
affirmed that, on a detection of gross prac¬ 
tices on the part of the prisouer to suborn 
the witnesses, made before. Mr. Justice 
Lcmaistxe and Mr. Justice Hyde, a band 
of witnesses sent down from Bard wan to 
give evidence at his trial immediately 
disappeared ; and that it would he seen, 
ou perusal of the trial, that the guilt of 
the prisoner was proved as strongly from 
the case he attempted to make out as 
from the evidence, on the side of the prose¬ 
cution. Sir Elijah also read a letter ad¬ 
dressed to himself by Mr. Alexander 
Elliot, iu which that gentleman spoke of 
the disputes, misrepresentations, and false¬ 
hoods of he majority of the supreme 
council (Francis, Clavering, and Mon- 
so«i), and pledged himself to he warm in 
defending the judges. In this letter 
Elliot said that no expressions could lx? 
harsher tlmu what the council deserved. 
Sir Elijah complained that there had never 
been an instance of so extraordinary a 
charge against any judge in England, 
even on a recent cause; and that liis own 
case was the more perilous and the more 
extraordinary, in his being accused on ac¬ 
count of acts done thirteen years before the 
time at which and in a country sixteen 
thousand miles from the place in which he 
was now called upon to answer for them, 
and that not only without receiving any 
notice of the charge, but after having 
been misled into a security that no such 
charge; would ever be made against him. 
He reminded the House that his prose¬ 
cutor, Sir Gilbert Elliot, had not even as¬ 
serted that he could produce any evi- 


oti this sml* (that is, la India) to be spurious aud 
false.” And tliia trial published iu England 
(where none other was published) was seen 
through the press and putdlahvd by Mr- Alexander 
Elliot, the most amiable arid patriotic of men, 
the most elevated of geniuses, who bad himself 
acted f»s interpreter at the trial of Nuncomav! 
Could a man of such virtue continue to entertain 
a warm aftVcliou fora murderer ? Could a man 
of turh ability and genius lie deceived and du]>ed 
as to any part of a business in which he was both 
an eye-witness and an actor ? 
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• an illegal communication 
I and Mr. Hastings or his 
J^at he wub without evidence 
r. Hastings or his partisans 
"in any league or combination 
against the prisoner Nun comar,—that 
tiiey had any communication with the 
prosecutor, or were in any manner in- 
snumental or privy to the prosecution. 
He said that Hastings himself had been 
purged on oath on that subject; that the 
only proof assumed was art inference 
drawn from the single circumstance that 
Nuncomar was not capitally indicted till 
after lie had accused Hastings—a circum¬ 
stance which had been satisfactorily ac¬ 
counted for; and he insisted that, though 
the fact had beeu for eleven years the sub¬ 
ject of parliamentary investigation, and 
Hastings’s conduct had been most criti¬ 
cally scrutinized, nothing had been or 
possibly could be brought to light to prove 
any combination against Nuncomar. And 
yet, continued Sir Elijah, “ it is as¬ 
serted that such a notoriety has arisen 
as to produce a universal necessary con¬ 
vict ion that the whole proceedings were 
for the purpose of screening Mr. Hastings 
from justice. That no such uMversal 
conviction did ever actually exist, I have 
the most infallible proofs, or, if it did 
exist, that the whole body of Armenians 
and Hindu inhabitants of Calcutta,—that 
all the free merchants, all the grand jury, 
all the petit, jury. Sir Robert Chambers 
and all the judges, the governor-general 
and all the council, must have been united 
in the same horrid combination. For 
I have in my hand the addresses of all 
the Armenians, of all the Hindus, of 
all the free merchants, and of the grand 
jury, which authorized part and heard 
all our proceedings, when those pro¬ 
ceedings were recent.* My portraits 

• Sir Elijah insisted that these Calcutta ad. 
dresses had proceeded spontaneously from the 
good opiuion of those who drew them up and 
siimed them. He said—“To the addresses I know 
objections have been made, and perhaps will be 
revived, that t,huy were procured by power and 
influence. How such influence or power could 
be derived from the court, cannot, I believe, be 
easily accounted for. In whom the power and 
influence of government were then vested, every 
act of power and every record of the Company 
have fully published. The Company's servants, 
on whom such power and influence must act most 
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row hanging—the one in the tJ 
the other in the court-house— 
put up soon after his trial, the otfc 
my leaving the settlement--if this noto¬ 
riety be true,' are libels agains t the inha¬ 
bitants, the settlement, the judges, advo¬ 
cates, attorneys, and officers of the court, 
who subscribed no small sum for the pre* 
s trying my memory amongst them.” If 
the existence of' a plot or combination 
against Nuncomar had been notorious, as 
described in Sir Gilbert Elliot’s charge, 
how was the conduct of numerous and 
most respectable classes of men to be ac¬ 
counted for ? Was it a universal conspi¬ 
racy in favour of the governor-general ? 
Was there no man left in all Calcutta, 
with conscience and courage enough to 
interpose in order to prevent this alleged 
legal murder? 4 * The alleged notoriety,*' 
said Impey. ‘‘could not have had any 
operation on the minds of the grand jury 
who found the bill, nor of the petit jury 
who convicted him; nor of Sir Robert 
Chambers and the other judges who sat 
through the trial, agreeing and assenting 
to all the acts of the court; who con¬ 
curred in giving sentence, in disallowing 
the appeal (if any there was), in refusing 
the respite, signing the calendar, and car¬ 
rying the sentence into execution. Had 
my conduct been proiligate, as it is stated 
to have been, should nor the other judges, 
instead of concurring, have opposed me in 
every step? If Sir .Robert Chambers 
had really, us is asserted, thought the 
proceedings illegal,—if this notoriety had 
produced this conviction in him,— if he 
deemed ray conduct iniquitous, was not 
he particularly bound to have taken an 


immediately and forcibly, formed the only body 
thnt did not join in the addresses. And that the 
KeutWmun whose name stood first on the ad drew 
of the free merchants, who had been president of 
the settlement, find then enjoyed the office of su¬ 
perintendent of the police, forwhich a knowledge 
of the maimers and habits of the country was par¬ 
ticularly necessary, and for which his *lonjf resi¬ 
dence in the country had peculiarly qualified him , 
was, immediately after presenting the address, 
without any fault objected to him, discharged 
from his office, and his place supplied by a gen¬ 
tleman who had not been many month:', in the 
settlement, is a fact which will’ not fie contro¬ 
verted *' The gentleman thus thrust into the 
office of super in teolnnt of th? police was Mr. 
Macrabie, brut/iei in law to Francis. 
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Should he not have given 
charge to the jury ? Should 
exposing my corruption and 
my partiality, have held me up 
^fTnaa not sufficiently done it myself) 
to the detestation of the jury and the 
whole settlement ? This has, under simi¬ 
lar circumstances, been done by honest 
puisne judges in England: could passive¬ 
ness and*silence in such a case be recon¬ 
ciled to honour and conscience? That 
this notoriety did not influence the gover¬ 
nor-general and council, or that which i* 
called the majority of the council, I am 
able to give still more convincing proofs 
from their direct unequivocal official pub¬ 
lic acts; and by those acts I desire it may 
be determined whether their opinions are 
in support of, or in opposition to, the pro¬ 
secution on this article.” Tmpey then 
related one of the most, startling circum¬ 
stances in the whole affair. On the 3()th 
of August, 1775, several days after the 
execution of Nuncomar, the governor- 
general and council ordered a paper to 
be burned by the common hangman, as 
containing libellous matter against the 
judges. The paper was a petition or re¬ 
presentation from Nuncomar to the coun¬ 
cil ; but its contents were not published. 
The judges knew that both this paper and 
the proceedings on it ought to be trans¬ 
mitted to the airectors and the king’s mi¬ 
nisters ; and that the paper, though kept 
secret in Calcutta, would be made public 
in England. They therefore applied for 
a copy of the libel. This reasonable re¬ 
quest was refused by the council; but 
Impey said he bad obtained from the lu- 
dia House a copy of the libel, and of the 
proceedings of the council upon it; and 
these he now read to the Commons. The 
proceedings were in every way curious. 
On the 14 th of August, just nine dags af¬ 
ter Nuncomar had been hanged , General 
Clavering informed the council that, on 
the 4th of that month, the day before the 
execution of the rajah, a person, calling 
himself a servant of Nuncomar, came to 
his house and sent in an open paper. In 
presenting the prayer for a respite nine 
dags after death , Clavering said, “ As I 
imagined that the paper might contain 
some request that I should take some step 
to intercede for him, and being resolved 


not to make any application -wfcifevbil in 
his favour, I left the paper onVJJ^tAle 
until the 6th, which was the day frfl# r£iisj 
execution, when I ordered it to be trans¬ 
lated by my interpreter.* As it appears 

• Yet Mr Macaulay says—'“ Clavering, it is 
said, swore that, even at the*loot of the gallows, 
Nuncomar should be rescued.*’ (i£dm. Rev., Es¬ 
says, Critical, Historical, &c.) Where ov by 
whom is this said ? The books and papers which 
Mr. Macaulay has consulted on the subject mo 
very few, and all of them one-sided; and vet, 
even in them nothing of the sort occurs. Mr. 
James Mill, whose dry materials are made at¬ 
tractive by Mr. Macaulay’s lively manner of 
writing, says nothing about this heitrie vow of 
General Clavering. Mill, indeed, calls the trial 
and execution of Nuncomar “ this atrocious con¬ 
demnation and execution upon an ex post facto 
law (it is evident l e had never read the act of 
George II., which established the English law ia 
Calcutta many years before the Regulating act, 
which created 'the Supreme Court, and several 
years before Nuncomar s forgery was committed); 
and he quotes the sheriff Macra’oio letter as a 
paper of unquestionable authenticity, and adopts 
throughout the views and opinions of Francis and 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, who was little more than the 
echo of Francis. Mill says that the court 4 ' abso¬ 
lutely refused” to stay the execution until the 
King’s pleasure should lie known (no application 
was ever made to the court); but he does not 
sav that Clavering swore he would save the con¬ 
victed man—lie does not say that any other mem¬ 
ber of the council either made any exertion, or 
even expressed any grief ov indignation. Mr. 
Mill, iudeed, suppresses any mention of the 
strange way, in wriich Generul Clavering dealt 
with Nuncomar’s petition, which upsets Mr. Mac¬ 
aulay’s on dit, even if lie could quoto an autho- 
lity lor it. If Francis. Clavering, and Monfon 
had really wished to save the Rajah, they could 
have done it. They were, as we have already 
said, the majority in the council; they were 
carrying many measures of their owu, agaiust the 
votes and the will of Hastings and Barwell; and, 
in matters and interest which they really had at 
heart, these three men were capable of risking a 
civil war in Calcutta—were capable of proceeding 
to almost anv extremity against Warren Hastings, 
the governor-general. It is quite possible to live 
for years, high in office, in the East India House, 
Leadenhall Street, without consulting the va¬ 
luable Indian documents which exist in that 
House; and every intelligent render knows 
that it is very possible for a writer to be dry and 
(hill, without lieing correct; and for an historian 
to be very diffuse, without going into 'die best 
sources of information. The * History of British 
Indie' abounds in error, prejudice, and unfair¬ 
ness, the unfairness being as often in omission as 
in commission, or as often in whnt is suppressed 
as in what is said. It is a book, too, written upon 
a dogmatical theory, aud in a cold, sneering. Sco- 
tO'-metaphvsical, find fault spirit, altogether un- 
snited to the bold, glowing, ard romantic subject. 
In treating of the exploits of Lord Clive, Mr. Mac¬ 
aulay, whose great staple is this book aud none 
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I this paper contains several 
Ictes which it may be proper for 
6f directors aud his majesty's 
to be acquainted with, f have 
brought it with me here, and desire that 
the board will instruct me what 1 have 
to do with it: The title of it is, * A Re¬ 
presentation from Mahah Rajah Nunco- 
inar to the General and Gentlemen of 
Council.' ” Francis thought that the 
paper ought to be received and read. 
Harwell, who always voted with Hastings, 
could not understand by what authority 
General Clavering thought he might at 
his own pleasure keep hack or bring be¬ 
fore the board a paper addressed to them 
or how the address came to be translated 
for the particular information of the ge¬ 
neral before it was presented to the coun¬ 
cil. “ if the general/’ said he, “ thinks 
himself authorized to suppress a paper ad¬ 
dressed to the gentlemen of the council, 
he is the only judge of that authority: for 
my part I confess myself to be equally 
astonished at the mysterious air with 
which this paper is brought before us, 
and the manner in which it came to the 
general’s possession, as likewise at the 
particular explanation of every part of it 
before it was brought to the board.” The 

other, baa foui.d it. expedient to put Mr. Mill Upon 
the shelf now and then, and to adopt the more 
animated narrative of Orme and other writers; 
hut iu the ease of Sir Elijah Irapey he dings to 
Mill as to un oracle, scarcely looking at anything 
else except the parliamentary speeches of the 
prosecutors, the MeguHtiug act, (why did he 
not look at the older act of George II?) and 
the sheriff Macr..rie letter. But not even in 
that letter, u lestionable as it is in its author¬ 
ship and all i's parts, is there any mention 
made of Clavering’s oath to save Numoiuar, 
though at the foot of the gallows 1 in the 
‘Travels in Europe, Asia, Africa, &c.' there 
is no mention of th.s unkept vow, nor is it so 
much as said in that work that Clavering in¬ 
dividually. or as a meiubor of the majority of 
council, made any attempt to defer execution, or 
that Francis or Monson, or any one else, whether 
English or native, whether Hindu or Moham¬ 
medan, plead. m! for a respite. Other parts of 
the story, far more serious than this particular 
<>n dit, and just tis devoid of foundation as it 
is, have been repeated without the slightest ex¬ 
amination into facts and documents and with¬ 
out the slightest scruple. When Mr. Macaulay 
first published his brillinnt article in the Kdin 
burgh Renew, he had never seen the volume 
containing Sir Elijah. Impev s defence at the bar 
of the House of Commons, and two hundreu and 
forty-three closely primed pages of documents. 


astonishment expressed by Burl 
be felt by every one that reaj 
strange transactions, uor will it 6 
nished by the explanation given by Cla¬ 
vering. The general said, in reply to 
Harwell, that until he had put the paper 
into the hands of his translator he could 
not know what it meant; that the first 
day the counci: met after his knowing 
the contents — that is to say, after Nun co¬ 
mar had been hanged — he brought the 
paper to the board, but, the board not 
having gone that day into the sectet de¬ 
partment, he did not think it proper at 
that time to introduce it. Colonel Mon- 
son thought that the paper ought now to 
he received and read. Hastings said, “ I 
do not understand this mystery. If there 
can be a doubt whether the paper be not 
already before the board, by the terms of 
the general’s first minute upon it, 1 do 
myself insist that it lie produced, if it bfc 
only to give me an opportunity of know¬ 
ing the contents of an address to the su¬ 
perior council of India, excluding the 
first member in the title of it, and con¬ 
ferring that title on General Clave ring; 
and I give it as my opinion that it ought 
to be produced.” Clavering replied that 
the address did not bear the meaning 

There was this excuse — the volut e in become 
very scarce, anil is little kuowneven among book- 
collectors, and among that very limited class of 
men (whether as readers or as writers), who 
devote an almost exclusive attention to the his¬ 
tory and affairs of British India. But between 
the publication of the brilliant article in the 
Review, and its re-publication in the volumes of 
Essays to which Mr. Macaulay hus put hit name, 
there appeared (though urnter a much humbler 
name), not only references to Sir Elijah Impey’s 
speech, but also copious extracts from it, together 
with extracts from some of the documents con¬ 
tained in the Appendix ; and the puolication of 
these things made it imperative on Mr. Macau¬ 
lay to procutv, peruse, and diligently study the 
said Defence, and certain other materials not 
found in Mill's History, or in thesherift Mftcrubie 
letter. Yet Mr. Macaulay never weighed this 
evidence, never referred either to the defence or 
to the documents; he went into no new research 
whatsoever, and he reprinted the Review article 
asan Historical essay, without the slight.-st altera¬ 
tion, and with only one sneering nllusion at the 
most trifling point advanced by oue who had dili¬ 
gently studied the speech aud the documents,who 
had cOnaub dti other source* of information, and 
who had disproved several of the most heinous 
charges which M r . Macau lav had rotated t imm 
the one-sided authority of Mr. Mill, of the Mac- 
rabie letter, and of rir Gilbert Elliot's speech. 
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kings gave it; and that, at all 
I was no more answerable for 
the paper than he was for its 
It was then resolved that the 
^should V e received aud read. Hast¬ 
ings then moved that, as the petition con¬ 
tained expressions reflecting upon the 
characters of the chief justice and judges, 
a copy of it should lx; sent to them. Fran¬ 
cis objected that to scud any such copy 
would be giving the thing more weight 
than it deserved. “ 1 consider,” said he, 
“the insinuations contained in it against 
them as wholly unsupported, and of a 
libellous nature; and if l am not irregu¬ 
lar in this place, I would more that or¬ 
ders should be given to the sheriff to 
cause the original to he burned publicly 
by the hands of the common hangman.” 
Mr. Harwell had no objection to the pa¬ 
per being burned by the hangman; but 
he agreed with the governor-general in 
thinking that a copy ought to be deli vered 
to the judges. Colonel Monson, on the 
contrary, apprehended that the board, by 
communicating the thing to the judges, 
might make themselves liable to a prose- 
eution for a libel. lie added- “ The pa¬ 
per 1 deem to have a libellous tendency, 
and the assertions contained in it are un¬ 
supported. 1 agree with Mr. Francis in 
opinion that the paper should be burned 
under the inspection of the sheriff by the 
hands of the common hangman." General 
Clavormg also agreed with Francis that 
the paper ought to be'burned at once with¬ 
out saying anything to the judges about 
it. Hastings, on the other hand, urged 
that the people of Calcutta formed hut 
ti very small part of that collective body 
commonly called the world. “The petition 
itself,” said he, “stands upon our records, 
through which it will find its way to the 
court of directors, to his majesty’s minis¬ 
ters, and in all probability will became 
public to the whole people of Britain.” 
Francis begged leave to observe that, by 
the same channel through w hich the direc¬ 
tors, ministers and British public might 
he informed of the contents of the paper, 
they would also be informed of the re¬ 
ception it had met with, and the sentence 
passed upon it by the board. “ I there¬ 
fore hope,” said he, “ that its being de¬ 
stroyed iu the manner proposed will be 



sufficient to clear the charnel 
judges, so far as they appear^ 
tacked in that paper; and, 
any possibility of the imputations indi¬ 
rectly thrown on the judges from extend¬ 
ing beyond this board. 1 move that the 
entry of the address from Rajah Nunco- 
mar, entered in our proceedings, be ex¬ 
punged.” The will of the majority was 
acted upon; the entry was expunged; rhe 
translation was destroyed, and the origi¬ 
nal, without any copy being sent to the 
judges, was publicly burned with all due 
solemnity, not by the common hangman, 
for there was none in Calcutta, but by 
the common gaoler. If Francis could 
have burned all the minutes in the coun¬ 
cil now raked up against him it would 
have been well for him ! After reading 
all these minutes, Sir Elijah Impey said 
that, notwithstanding the anxiety of Fran¬ 
cis’* * 1 that every memorial of NuneoiuaFs 
petition or representation should i.e de¬ 
stroyed, he possessed an authentic copy 
of it, with the translation corrected by 
Hastings, who had given him the copy. 
“Hastings,” continued Impey, “thought 
it no more than common justice to the 
judges to give it to me, and, as it was iu 
the seem department of government, lie 
delivered it to me under an oath of secrecy, 
not to disclose it In India except to the 
judges: except to them it nas not been 
disclosed to this day, when it is called forth 
by necessity for my defence.” As Hast¬ 
ings was bound by his oath of office to 
keep secret what passed in the secret 
department of government, he was guilty 


* In his examination before the committee of 
the whole House on the 16th of April. Francis 
said ;—•** My secret predominant motive for pro¬ 
posing to destroy the original paper produced by 
General Clavering, was to save him, and him 
alone, from danger to which he had exposed him¬ 
self by that rash, inconsiderate action; yet the 
step I took was not immediately taken my 
own suggestion. As soon as Mr Hastings pro¬ 
pose*' that a copy of the paper should be sent to 
the judges, Colonel Monsou stinted at It. and de 
sim) me to go with him to another room. He 
then said . 4 1 suppose you see what the governor 
means If the judges get possession of the paper. 
Clnvonug may be ruined by it.’ My answer was, 

* Why, what can they no in him?’ To that he 

replied, *1 know not what they car*, do; but, 
since they have dipped their hands in blood, 
what is there they w ill not do ?' He then desired 
me to move that the original paper be destroyed 
by the hands of the common 1 rang man.” 
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JurA* in giving the paper to Im- 
' Hjra binding Impey in an oath of 
fy'Could not cover the breach of Iiis 
ath: the manoeuvre was character¬ 
istic of the man ; the perjury committed 
was certainly not of a heinous nature; but 
perjury it nevertheless was, and a breach 
of official trust and duty, rendered ne¬ 
cessary in the eyes of Hastings and of 
Impey by the infamous proceedings and 
ill-concealed intentions of Clavering and 
Francis. At the desire of the House, 
Sir Elijah Impey afterwards delivered 
in a facsimile copy of the original trans¬ 
lation of tin paper, with Hastings’s inter- 
Jinearv corrections. The paper, after 
enumerating the rank, honours, and high 
employments of Nuncomar, said, that 
many English gentlemen had become his 
enemies, and having no other means to 
conceal their own actions, revived an 
old i hair which had repeatedly been 
found to be false: that the prosecutor 
was a notorious liar, and had been 
treated as ;mch by the governor-gene¬ 
ral, who had turned him out or his 
house; that the English gentlemen had 
become the aiders and abettors of this 
notorious liar, and that Lord Impey and 
the other justices had tried and con¬ 
demned the writer, Nuncomar, by the 
English laws, which were contrary to the 
customs of the country, &c.* Sir Elijah 

* The pnpor, wMeh wa» in the tirst person, 
wem on " Taking the evidence of my enemies 
in Drool’ of my crime, they have condemned me 
to Heath. But, by my death, the king’s justice 
will let the actions of no person remain concealed : 
ami, now that the hour of death approaches, I 
shall not, for the sake of this world, be regardless 
of the next, but represent the truth to the gentle¬ 
men of the council. The forgery of the bond, of 
which I am accused, never preceded from me. 
Many principal people of this country, who were 
acquainted with my honesty, frequently ro- 

3 nested of the judges to suspend my execution till 
te king’s nleasure should bo known, but this 
they tofusou, and unjustly take away my life. 
For God’s sake, gentlemen of the council, you 
who are just, and whose words are truth, let me 
not undergo this injury, but wait the king’s 
pleasure. If I am unjustly put to death, 1 will, 
with my family, demand justice in the next life. 
They put me to death out of eumity, and from 
paitiality to the gentlemen who have betrayed 
their trust; and, in this case, the thread of life 
being cut. J, in my last moments, again request 
hat you, gentlemen, will write my case pnrticu- 
atly to the just king of Euglaml. I suffer, but my 
.nuocence will certainly be made known to him.” 


, Impey argued that Genual Cl aver 

1 sense of the propriety of allowing^_ 

respite must appear from the whole of 
his conduct, and from the mode in which 
he treated that paper after lie received it. 
He also cited Chivering’s testimony on 
oath, by which it. appeared he did not 
consider that the prosecution of Mr. 
Hastings at all depended on the evidence 
of Nuncomar. Jf General Chtvering 
thought there were circumstances in the 
case which ought to render Nuncomar a 
proper object for mercy, could he have 
defeated the petition of the unhappy con¬ 
vict, by detaining his paper until it could 
be of no possible use to him ? That paper 
was no private address to the general, but 
an address to the board at large, whose 
sense he would not suffer to be taken on 
the propriety cf recommending him to 
mercy, as he never produced the paper until 
days after the execution 1 If the paper 
was unsupported then, what new matter 
had arisen to support it now ? If it was 
not good to obtain mercy for Nnneomar, 
how could it be good to bring down 
impeachment and punishment upon Sir 
Elijah Impey ? What ^ould make that a 
jmt accusation now, which was held to be 
false and libellous then ? Continuing his 
long speech, Impey closed the horns of a 
dilemma upon Francis until they went 
through and through him. “ That the 
paper itself,” said he, “ should have sur¬ 
vived, h havdlv more providential for 
me, than that the gentleman who moved 
for the condemnation of it, and who ex¬ 
pressed Jiis hopes that it would prevent 
any possibility of the imputations in¬ 
directly thrown out against the judges 
from extending beyond that board, is the 
only surviving member of that majority. 
From him who, to prevent its extending 
beyond that board, had with so much 
solicitude procured the paper to be ex¬ 
punged from the proceedings, I hope I 
may be thought to have some claim to 
expect that these imputations will not be 
encouraged in England: should, never¬ 
theless, such imputations have been sug¬ 
gested by any member or members of the 
council (and I am sorry to say that their 
secret minutes show that there ha^e), J 
am in the judgment of the House, whether 
it, would not be a precedent of dangerous 
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admit secret communications 
• informations in evidence from 
5 whomsoever to disavow and 
their own solemn official ma¬ 
mmons acts entered upon public records 
—on records required by act of parlia¬ 
ment to be transmitted- to his majesty’s 
ministers as authentic information both of 
their acts and their reasons for their 
acts.” Sir Elijah sai l that, as he had 
been charged as an individual, so he had 
defended himself as an individual. “ But,” 
added he, “ though called to answer as 
for acts done by me singly, those acts 
not only were not, but could not have 
been, done by me individually: I was 
one member sitting in a court consisting 
of four members; all the four members 
concurred in the acts imputed to me; my 
voice singly and by itself could have had 
no operation) I might have been over¬ 
ruled by a majority of three to one. 1 
was not more concerned in the proceed¬ 
ings than ary other judge; I was less so 
than two. Informations had been laid 
against the criminal before two of the 
judges [Lernoistre and Hyde], who, by 
committing him for felony, had applied 
this law to his case without my know¬ 
ledge or privity. I was, indeed, applied 
to by the council as to the mode of his 
confinement; 1 had no right to revise the 
acts of the judges; their authority was 
equal to mine; 1 did what humanity re¬ 
quired ; 1 made the strictest inquiries »>f 
the pundits, as to the effect of his impri¬ 
sonment on his caste and religion; I 
learned they could not he hurt. I gave 
directions to the sheriff that he* should 
have the best accommodations that the 
gaol would afford; the gaoler and his 
family quitted their apartments and gave 
them up to him; I directed that every 
indulgence, consistent with his safe cus¬ 
tody, shpuld be granted him. Those 
only were my individual acts, and they 
appear on the report of your committee. 
If it had been just so to do, it was not I. 
but the court , which must have afforded 
protection to the criminal because he was 
the accuser of Mr. Hastings; it was not I, 
but the court, that, must have quashed 
the indictment ; it was not I, but the 
court, which retained the prosecution; 
had Sir Robert Chambers been over¬ 


ruled, it was not 1, but the c<mi3|4tlat 
could have overruled him; it wal 
but the whole court, that rejected the 
appeal (if there was an appeal),—that re¬ 
fused the respite, and carried the sentence 
into execution. All signed the calendar; 
I executed no act of authority as a magis¬ 
trate, but sitting in open court, assisted 
by all the judges : even those acts which 
are particularly objected to me, ns mine 
individually, though I was only the chan¬ 
nel of the court to pronounce them, are 
not my individual acts; as chief justice, 
1 presided in the court, and was the 
mouth of the court; all questions put, all 
observations made by me. were with the 
judges sitting on my right hand and on 
my left; those questions and those ob¬ 
servations were not mine, but the ques¬ 
tions and observations of the court I 
did not presume to make observations in 
my summing up to the jury, without 
having first communicated with the 
judges, and taken their unanimous opi¬ 
nion on every article.As no act is 

imputable solely to me, so there is no 
motive in the whole charge assigned for 
my conduct, that is not equally applicable 
to every other judge: nor ir» there one 
allegation that exonerates the other 
judges, and applies them specifically to 
me; if they are true with regard to me, 
they are true as applied to every judge of 
the court. The notoriety of the injustice 
of the proceedings applies to all. and gives 
an equal ground of conviction that all the 
judges were in a combination to sacrifice 
an innocent man for the purpose of 
screening Mr. Hastings from justice: all 
must have shown an equally determined 
purpose against the life of the criminal ; 
all had equal knowledge of the accusa¬ 
tion, the proceedings in council, and the 
conduct of Mr. Hastings; all knew 
equally the credit of the witnesses, and 
the infamy of the unnamed witness. 
There is no stage of the business where 
they are not all as much implicated in 
the motives as 1 could be; yet I alone am 
called to answer, whilst they, if this 
charge be true, are still administering 
justice iu Bengal notoriously branded 
with infamy, are still judging on the 
lives of men with hands stained with 
blood! Though 1 say this as necessary 
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nee, I most solemnly protest, 
anxiously request, that it may 
understood that I do not en- 
most distant wish that any 
judge of the supreme court should meet, 
with the same fate which I have ex¬ 
perienced, after long and faithful services 
in so inhospitable a climate, in their de¬ 
cline of life, and be dragged from their tri¬ 
bunals to appear as criminals at this bar.” 

This defence, which occupied two days 
in the delivery, produced a deep and 
lasting impression. Pitt was heard to 
affirm that, if he had been placed in the 
same situation, he could not say but that 
he should ha\e acted precisely as Sir 
Elijah Impey had done. It was quite 
clear that the prosecution must speedily 
he dropped. With the exception of the 
documents included in it, Sir Elijah had 
delivered his defence as an extempore 
speech, not reading it drily and heavily, 
as Hastings had done. Accordingly, 
when asked whether he would leave the 
House a copy of it, he said he could not, 
as he had not written it out, and had 
spoken hurriedly and under great agita¬ 
tion of feeling; but soon after a full 
report of the speech appeared, evidently 
drawn up by himself or under his own 
superintendence.* On the second day, 
before Sir Elijah was called in, Francis 
rose to take notice of a serious charge 
which had been brought against him, 
and to move that Sir Elijah should be 
required to deliver to the House the 
original paper read by him as the trans¬ 
lation of the petition of Nuncomai . “ The 
reason ,” he said, “ why he called for the 
original paper was, because Sir Elijah 
had stated at the bar that it was delivered 
to him by Mr. Hastings, and that it con¬ 
tained alterations in his hand-writing. 


* The vpcccli, which together with the copious 
appendix fills an octavo volume of 244 page*, was 
published by John Stockdale, and bears the date 
of 1788. The advertisement states that “ the 
editor of this speech ” took accurate notes of it 
when it was delivered. No editor’s name is 
inentioued. In every part of the book there is 
internal iv. idenpe that the editor must have been 
Sir Elijah Impey himself, or some person em¬ 
ployed by him, aiid working under his immediate 
direction or dictation A good deal of the matter 
in tho appendix could only have been furnished 
at the time by Sir Elijah ; and uo editor or book¬ 
seller could hn\e arranged that matter, or have 
furnished the notes and comments upon it and 
upon the matter contained in the speech. 



He wanted, therefore, to see whar 
alterations were, which he coaid n<f 
less the original paper was deposited on 
the table.” The premier, the solicitor- 
general, the master of the rolls, and other 
gentlemen of the robe, strongly objected 
to this motion, for which, although sup¬ 
ported by Burke and Fox, was at length 
substituted the amendment, that the 
Speaker should ask Sir Elijah if he had 
any objection to produce a copy of the 
paper in question. Sir Elijah, upon lining 
called in, answered that he had no ob¬ 
jection. The said paper, and still more 
the history attaching to it, copied from 
the records in the India House, tended 
greatly to incense and irritate a man who 
was naturally one of the most irritable of 
mankind. And, indeed, in various other 
ways, sad havoc was made on the cha¬ 
racter of Francis in the course of thesd 
proceedings against Sir Elijah Impey. 
When the party friends of Francis were 
applauding him as die most honourable, 
upright, and incorruptible of men, Major 
Scott spoiled the eulogium by speaking 
of the large fortune which that six years’ 
member of council had brought with him 
from India; and the? allusion produced 
all the effect intended, as it was uni¬ 
versally known that the man who had 
never held any higher appointment in 
England than that of clerk in the war- 
office— and even that appointment he had 
lost some considerable time before he 
went to Calcutta — was now in possession 
of a splendid revenue . Scott, too, pro¬ 
posed applying in this instance the 
searching test which had been originally 
included in Pitt’s India bill, “ Before I 
join in applauding his integrity,” said the 
major, “ I require it he proved by die 
only possible way in which his integrity 
can be proved. Let him come fairly, 
boldly, and honestly forward, as Lord 
Macartney has done let him state that 
he left England in debt, that he was six 
years in India, that his expenses at home 
and abroad were so much, and his fortune 
barely the difference between the amount 
of his expenses and the amount of his 
salary. When the honourable gentleman 
shall have done this, I will join the com¬ 
mittee with cheerfulness iu pronouncing 
Mr. Francis to be one of the honestest 
men that ever came from Bengal. But, 
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^hall submit to this only true 
' integrity, I shall pay no atten* 
he animated panegyrics of his 
Francis made no reply, nor 
ever showed any inclination to submit to 
each an ordeal. Moreover, it was pretty 
well known that Francis, who as he grew 
older gr, w into something very like a 
miser, w:is exceedingly fond of money, 
and capable of many little sordid tricks 
which are altogether incompatible with 
the high and generous qualities of that 
fanciful portrait his party were attempt¬ 
ing to draw for him. On this day Sir 
Elijah Impey claimed the protection of 
the House against certain libellous pub¬ 
lic prints, which wore daily circulated to 
injure his cause. He was ordered to pro¬ 
duce them the day following, when, upon 
the motion of Mr. Grenville, they were 
declared to be scandalous and seditious 
libels upon the House, and tending to pre¬ 
judice the minds of the public against an 
accused individual; and an address was 
presented to the king to direct the attor¬ 
ney-general to prosecute the publishers. 
VV lien Sir Elijah had finished his answer 
to the Nnnconmr charge, he submitted to 
the House that his mind had been so 
strongly affected, and his health so much 
impaired by the horror he had felt at the 
charge of having committed a deliberate 
legal murder, that he was unequal to the 
exertion of ^oing into his defence upon 
the other articles before he was acquitted 
of the first. He said that the rest were 
so light in comparison with this, thai, if 
it were decided against him, he was indif¬ 
ferent to their going at once to the bar of 
the Lords, without any further discussion. 
To this request Sir Gilbert Elliot readily 
consented. Oh the 11th of February, 
and the following days on which the 
House sat in committee, Mr. Thomas 
Farrer, who had acted as counsel to Nuu- 
Coinur upon his trial, and who was now 
a member of the House of Commons, was 
examined as a witness, standing in his 
place as a member. His evidence in 
nearly every essential particular con¬ 
firmed what Impey had himself said. 
He showed an attested copy of the war¬ 
rant of commitment, for the forgery, 
which was not signed by Tm}>ey, but by 
Justice Lemaistre and Justice Hyde; he 
showed taat it was impossible to have- 



tried Niuieorhar either sooner or 1 
declared, in the plainest langua^ 
two of the judges concurred on every 
point with the chief justice, and that 
Chambers, after his first doubt as to the 
statute upon which the prisoner ought to 
be tried, sat ou the bench, silent and to 
all appearance acquiescent; he spoke, as 
ever) one who knew him appears to have 
done, with the warmest feeling of the 
character of Mr. Elliot, who had acted as 
interpreter, and afterwards superintended 
the publication of the trial; he suited that 
the civil proceedings against Nunconiar 
in the court of Dewannee Adaulut were 
not given in evidence at the trial by 
either party, and that the reasons why 
he as ounsel for the prisoner did not 
give them in evidence were, 1. That 
Nuncomar’s witnesses had in several ma¬ 
terial points contradicted each other. 2. 
That the plaint:if had expressly charged 
the instrument in question to be a forgery. 

3. That Nunconiar had this alternative 
offered him by the plaintiff, either to 
leave the matter to arbitration, or fe make 
oath that his demand was just and the 
bond no forgery; he appeared to have 
declined both the one and the other. 

4. That when Nnnconmr found the court, 
in consequence of his refusal, were pro¬ 
ceeding to judgment, and that he would 
no longer be allowed to protract the de¬ 
cision by introducing from time to rime 
new witnesses, he had then agreed to 
arbitration. Farrer also stated that these 
proceedings in the Dewannee Adaulut 
had commenced only at the end of 1 773, 
ai d had terminated on the 9th of June, 
1774 (only five months before the arrival 
of Impey and the supreme court i, by the 
reference to arbitration. He informed 
the House that the trial for the capital 
offence had lasted several days, having 
ended on the 15th of June, or rather 
on the 16th, about four o’clock in the 
morning; anu that all the proceedings, 
with the examination ana cross-examina¬ 
tion of witnesses, had appeared to him 
fair and unprejudiced, lie said that a 
petition of appeal had been drawn up and 
presented; that this paper was not drawn 
up by him nor presented by him, but by 
Mr. Brix, another advocate, who had 
assisted him in the defence, and that he 
could not take it upon himself to say that 
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x /toad, stated to him whether Sir 
apyv was present or not when 
niot' appeal was presented. Far- 
rotated that an attempt was made 
by himself to induce the jury to recom¬ 
mend the prisoner to the judges for a 
respite; and that Mr. Robinson, the fore¬ 
man of the jury, luid peremptorily re¬ 
fused to join in such recommendation, 
upon the grounds that his conscience 
would not permit it, and that the high 
opinion he entertained of the judges 
would not allow him to doubt that, if they 
thought Nuncomar a proper object of 
mercy, they would themselves have re¬ 
commended him for the king's pardon. 
Fatter produced and read Robinson’s 
letters, as also the original of a petition 
which was signed by only one of the jury 
of twelve. He said that his next step 
was to endeavour to ascertain whether 
the governor-general and council would 
receive a petition addressed to them, and 
then enclose it with their recommenda¬ 
tion to the four judges. Knowing, as 
every man in Calcutta did, that it was of 
no use to apply to the minority (Hast¬ 
ings and Barwell), Farrer resolved to 
speak with the majority. Clavering, Mon- 
son, and Francis, who were all to be at a 
party given by Lady Anue Monsou. He 
called Francis aside and explained the 
business to him first. Francis, he said, 
made no objection, but when they called 
Clavering and Monson into consulta¬ 
tion, Clavering, without hesitation, posi¬ 
tively refused to interfere, assigning as 
his reasons “ that it was a private trans ¬ 
action of Nuncomar s own, that it had no 
relation whatever to the public concerns 
of the country, which alone be (^the gene¬ 
ral) was sent out to transact, and that he 
would Dot make any application in fa¬ 
vour of a man who had been found guilty 
of forgery, nor, indeed, did he think it 
would do any good.” Colonel Monson 
agreed with the general, and therefore 
the matter was dropped. Farrer had 
been told that Nunconmr’s son-in-law had 
afterwards presented a petition either 
to Impey in person, or had left it at his 
house, but he was not sure which, and he 
had only the word of an Hindu for the 
fact. He read a petition from the native 
inhabitants of Calcutta, Moorshedabad, 


and other places, hut he belit ^jk thlt it 
had neither been signed nor prjgei 
that it was not even approved oioylhe" 
Hindus. He said he had been informed 
that some of these people had prepared 
another petition, according to their own 
ideas, and presented it to the chief justice, 
but he had never seen it, and in fact knew' 
nothing about it of his own knowledge. 
Farrer, who had frequently visited Nun- 
comar in prison, declared that he had 
never complained of harsh treatment.* 
He made prominent the fact that more 
than seven weeks were allowed to elapse 
between the sentence and the execution of 
the prisoner. Concerning the petition 
sent by Nuncomar to Clavering the day 
before the execution, he knew nothing 
directly or indirectly. 

On the 20th of February Mr. Rouse, 
who had formerly presided in the De- 
wannee Adaulut, before which the civil 
cause was brought, and who was now 
a member of the House of ('ominous, 
was examined in his place. The com¬ 
mittee also examined Mr. Samuel Tolfrey, 
who was under-sheriff of Calcutta at 
the time of the arrest, trial, and execu¬ 
tion, and Mr. James Dumford, who had 
been clerk to Mr. Justice Lemaistre. 
Durnford said nothing to the point, plead¬ 
ing that deficiency of memory which is 
common to unwilling witnesses ; but Tol¬ 
frey spoke out with fullness and apparent 
frankness, and his depositions tended to 
strengthen the case of Sir Elijah. When 
asked whether Francis had ceased all 
friendly intercourse with Impey after the 
condemnation of Nuncomar, he said that 
he certainly had not, but that he believed 
there was, for a time, a suspension of 
friendly visits between them on account 
of a civil suit against Francis in the su¬ 
preme court, i, e. the crim. con. action 
brought by Le Grand against Francis. 
Tolfrey could speak with some confidence 
on the latter subject, as he was attorney to 
Francis in that cause. He declared that 
the verdict in that case was given contrary 
to the opinion of Sir Robert Chambers ; 


• This witness nlso said emphatically, a I 
never heard, to the heat of my recollection, any 
complaint (/the want of humanity in Sir Elijah 
Impey, or in my other of the judges." 
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ii Lemaistre was then dead; that 
tjde and the chief justice agreed 
jment , the reasons Jbr which Sir 
'gave at full lengthy to the evident 
dissatisfaction of Francis, the defendant .* 
On the 28ih of April, all the evidence 
being gone through, Sir Gilbert Elliot 
began his reply to the defence of Sir 
Elijah Im^ey. After a ver} r long speech 
the committee wan adjourned to the 7th 
of May. On the 7th Sir Gilbert resumed 
his reply, and finished it on the 9th, which 
was the next day of sitting. The defence 
of Sir Elijah was undertaken by Sir 
Richard Sutton, Mr. I). Pul ten ey, the 
attorney and solicitor general, and the 
chancellor of the exchequer, who was 
exceedingly severe, ‘as he had been be¬ 
fore, on the conduct and motives of Fran¬ 
cis. Sir Gilbert Elliot's motion, import¬ 
ing that the first charge had been made 
good, was supported by Fox, Burke, and 
Colonel Fullarton; but, upon a division, 
it was lost by a majority of eighteen, the 
numbers being 73 against 65. On the 
27th of May, the day appointed for the 
committee to sit again, upon the usual 
motion that the Speaker do now leave the 


* For the cri n. con. trial see ante. Chap. xix. 
The conduct cf Sir Robert Chambers in this par¬ 
ticular may account for the preference and favour 
afterwards shown to him by b ranch, and by those 
who took their cue from Francis, in the libel 
louo book of Travels which goes under the name 
of * Mackintosh,’ and in numerous other publica¬ 
tions, Chumbers is hold up ns the most upright 
of judges—ns a contrast, in integrity, humanity, 
anil all other virtues, to Sir Elijah Impey. 


ttorney-general opp\o^tle 

le ground that the ik7yJ «- J 
je, the Patna cause, wins then 


chair, the attorney-g 
motion, on the 
tide of charge, 
depending before the privy council, and 
likely to come speedily to a hearing. 
After a short conversation, in which Pitt 
again expressed a strong conviction in 
favour of Sir Elijah, the motion was nega¬ 
tived even without a division, and the 
further consideration of the charges w as 
adjourned to that day three months. And 
thus ended the whole prosecution of the 
late chief justice of Bengal. The Patna 
charge came to nothing before the privy 
council; nor was there ever any attempt 
made to press any of the other charges or 
to revive the impeachment in any way 
whatsoever. It has been said that some of 
those charges, though far from being of 
so heinous a character, might possibly 
have been more difficult to explain than 
the Nuncomar charge; but, as his ac¬ 
cusers never gave Sir Elijah the oppor¬ 
tunity of meeting them in the House of 
Commons or before any public tribunal, 
it is not safe or fair to say that he might 
not have been able to give ample expla¬ 
nations of his conduct. As liis defence 
was certainly a triumphant one upon the 
only charge that was entered upon, the 
other charges, which were let drop, mast 
at least be considered as “ not proven 
—nay more, in ordinary reasoning. Sir 
Elijah is entitled to the benefit of the 
doubt that he might, if his prosecutors 
lnd persevered, have been enabled to dis¬ 
prove them. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


Meanwhile the impeachment of Hast¬ 
ings, in which that or Impey was a mere 
episode or interlude, had been carried on 
with all possible u tivity. A few days 
before the Christmas holidays the Lords 
informed the Commons that Warren 
Hastings, Esqaire, had delivered in an¬ 
swers to the articles of impeachment, a 
copy of winch answers they sent them for 
the use of the Lower House. On the 5th 
of December (1787), after the answers 
were read short, Burke moved that they 
should be referred to a committee. This 
was agreed to. The speaker then desired 
him to name his committee; upon which, 
after he had himself been named as the 
first member by Mr. Pitt, he instantly 
named Francis as the second. But, when 
the question was put, this motion was 
negatived by a majority of more than four 
to one, the numbers being 97 noes against 
23 ayes. Burke hereupon declared that 
he scarcely knew now to proceed without 
the valuable assistance of Francis, and 
that he felt the cause to be in some de¬ 
gree damned by this act of the House. So 
fully was he convinced of the great utility 
of the assistance of his honourable friend, 
that he should feel himself, who knew 
the subject as well as most men, so ex¬ 
ceedingly crippled and enfeebled without 
the advantage of his honourable friend’s 
superior information, that, when the day 
for naming the next committee should 
come, he would again appeal to the sense 
of the House, and try to have his honour¬ 
able friend reinstated. Meanwhile he 
proceeded to nominate the rest of the 
committee, which consisted of the same 
persons as the preceding oue, with the 
omission of Francis and the addition of 
Wilbraham, Fitzpatrick, and Courteney, 
and which was armed with the usual 
powers. Fox said that they were reject¬ 
ing from the committee the man the most 


proper to be upon it; but, as the gentle¬ 
men on the ministerial benches had thus 
created a vacancy, he thought it but 
proper that they should fill it up with 
some person well acquainted with India 
affairs ; and he archly suggested tha* the 
leading member of the India Board (Dun- 
das) would be the proper man. Neither 
Dundas nor any of his friends conde¬ 
scended to notice Fox’s suggestion. T wo 
days after this Burke brought up from 
the committee a replication to the answers 
of Hastings, in which the Commons, in 
the usual form, averred their charges 
against the said Warren Hastings to bo 
true, and declared their readiness to prove 
the same against him, at such convenient 
time and place os should be appointed for 
that purpose. On the next day of sitting 
this replication was ordered to be carried 
by Mr. Burke up to the Lords, who ap¬ 
pointed Wednesday, the 13th of February 
(1788), for proceeding upon the tr'.nl in 
Westminstor-Hall. It then became ne¬ 
cessary to appoint a new committee of 
managers; and, after it had been agreed 
to, on the motion of Burke, that the com¬ 
mittee to whom it was referred to consider 
the answer of Warren Hastings should be 
the said managers. Fox rose and moved 
that Philip Francis, Esquire, should be 
added to the committee. He earnestly 
implored the House to reconsider their 
former vote. He said the Commons, or 
their committee, were not now acting as 
the judges of Mr. Hastings; they were 
not even sitting in the character of a 
grand jury to decide whether or not a bill 
of indictment should be found against 
him; they were now become his prose¬ 
cutors. Whatever objection might be 
urged to Mr. Francis as the judge of Mr. 
Hastings, there could be uo objection to 
his appearing as his accuser. Fox again 
eulogised Francis as a man of immaculate 
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nl used many arguments to prove 
rim/ fitness for a plac;^ in the com- 
was followed by Wyndbam, 
N^wli^efitmed in with the panegyric and 
insisted that no rea sonable ground could 
be laid for the rejection of Francis. Pitt, 
who was not generally supposed to have 
much feeling of any kind, though he 
doubtless had more than his cold stiff 
manners betrayed, contended that this 
was nou a question of argument, but a 
question of feeling. He thought that it 
was delicate and proper for the House to 
take from the impeachment e very appear¬ 
ance of improper motives, and to exclude 
from tile committee the only person in 
the House that had been concerned in a 
personal combat with Mr. Hastings. He 
said that it was impossible that the pro¬ 
secution could be injured through the 
absence of Francis, who had already 
given nil the materials he could furnish, 
and would be always at hand not merely 
to be consulted, but also to be examined 
at the bar. Grenville took the same view 
of the case, and supported it with nearly 
the same arguments. Francis rose to 
declare that, though he had quarrelled 
with Hastings for six long years, and had 
fought him, and been wounded by him 
almost mortally, the quarrelling and the 
fighting had all arisen ont of public mat¬ 
ters, and that therefore he was not to be 
considered as the private personal enemy 
of Hastings. He made rather a long 
speech, and immediately left the House, 
who decided that he should not be of the 
committee by 122 voices against 60. A 
few days after this vote a letter was ad¬ 
dressed to Francis by the managers of the 
impeachment, in which, after declaring 
their opinion that they would show very 
little regard to their honour, to their 
duty, or to the effectual execution of their 
trust, if they omitted any means left in 
their power to obtain the most beneficial 
use of the knowledge possessed by a per¬ 
son whose conduct and character appeared 
to them in all respects to merit the highest 
commendation, they concluded by saying 
~We have expressed sentiments in 
which we are unanimous, and which, with 
pride and pleasure, we attest under all 
our signatures* entreating you to favour 
us as frequently as you can vitb your 


attendance in the committee; 
shall have due notice of the dayl fu 
which your advice and instructions'! 
be more particularly necessaryWe be¬ 
lieve, nevertheless, we may say that the 
common feeling cf mankind since has 
gone along with the vote of the House; 
and that Francis has been generally 
thought to have shown quite as much 
moral obtuseness as intellectual acuteness 
in his conduct on this occasion. “His 
local knowledge and his habits of busi¬ 
ness/' says a recent writer, M were of in¬ 
valuable service to the managers: he ex¬ 
erted his whole energies in a cause so 
near his heart from every principle and 
from all personal feelings; nor couid he 
ever be taught to understand why the 
circumstance of his being the private 
enemy of the .man, as well as the public 
adversary of the governor, should be 
deemed an obstacle to his taking this part. 
The motives of delicacy, w hich so many 
thought that he ought to have felt on this 
subject, were wholly beyond his concep¬ 
tion : for he argued that the more he dis¬ 
liked Mr. Hastings, the wider hisgrouuds 
of quarrel with him were, the more natu¬ 
ral was it that he should be his assailant; 
and the reason for the House of Com¬ 
mons excluding him by their vote from a 
place among the managers surpassed his 
powers of comprehension. Had the ques¬ 
tion been of making him a judge in the 
cause, or of appointing him to assist in 
the defence, he could well have under¬ 
stood how be should be deemed disquali¬ 
fied; but that a prosecutor should be 
thought the less fit for the office when he 
was the more likely strenuously to dis¬ 
charge its duties of bringing the accused 
to justice and exacting punishment for 
his offences, because he hated him on 
private as well as public grounds, was a 
thing to him inconceivable. It never 
once occurred to him that an impeach¬ 
ment by the Commons is like the pro¬ 
ceedings of au inquest; that the managers 
represent the grand jury acting for the 
nation, and actuated only by the love of 
strict justice: and that to choose for their 
organ one who was also known to be 
actuated by individual passions would 
have been as indecorous as for the pro¬ 
secutor in a common indictment to sit 
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Trial of Warren Hastings.—From a Painting by Daves. 
















THE TRIAL In WESTMINSTER HALL. 


td jury, and accompany the 
presenting his bill to tlve 

he mean time the magnificent old 
hall, which the second of our Norman 
kings had built for very different purposes, 
was prepared and decorated as a grand 
court of justice, blenches, stages, and 
boxes were erected, and the grey walls 
were hung w ith scarlet. On the appointed 
day (the 13th of February\ ut eleven 
o’clock in the morning, all the magnates 
of the land began to crowd withm the* 
walls. Her majesty and her daughters, 
with the princesses Eli/.abeth, Augusta, 
and Mary, took their placet in the Duke 
of Newcastle’s gallery before the peers ar¬ 
rived. Near one hundred and seventy 
lords, robed in gold and ermine, anil mar¬ 
shalled by the heralds under Garter King- 
at-Arms, walked in solemn procession 
from their own house to Westminster 
Hall, the junior baron present, Lord 
Heathfield ( the excellent old Eliot, who 
had defended Gibraltar), leading the way, 
and the procession being closed by the 
Duke of Norfolk (Earl Marshal of Eng¬ 
land), by the great dignitaries, by the bro¬ 
thel's and sons of .he king, and last of all 
by the Prince of Wales. Above two hun¬ 
dred of the Commons followed their 
Speaker into the hall: but, as very few of 
them, except Charles Fox, Burke, and the 
rest of the managers, were in full dress, 
and as some of them were in boots, those 
who had critical eyes in these matters 
complained that they made but a shabby 
appearance. The managers were attended 
by the counsel for the impeachment, Drs. 
Scott and Lawrence, and Messrs. Mans¬ 
field, Pigot, Burke, and Douglas. The 
seats for the Commons were covered with 
green cloth; the rest of the vast room 
being all “one rod.” The twelve judges, 
in their dresses of state, attended to give 
advice on points of law. Galleries were 
sot apart for the accommodation of ambas¬ 
sadors and envoys, for distinguished fo¬ 
reigners, and for distinguished English¬ 
men who had reached fame and fortune 
by different paths. Gibbon, the historian 
of the Roman Empire, Sir Joshua Rey- 

* Character of Sir Philip Francis, in Lord 
Brougham's Historical Sketches of Statesmen. 


nolds, Gainsborough, Dr. Parr, _ 

ter wards Sir James) Mackintosh 4 , vf tl 
other men of note, were present in that 
imposing scene. And there were other 
ladies besides the queen and her daughters. 
The Duchess of Gloucester, the niece of 
Horace Walpole, and once the wife of the 
honest Earl Waldegrave, was there with 
her young son (the late Duke of Glouces¬ 
ter) ; Mi's. Fitzherhert was there, with 
royal accommodations, and looking queen¬ 
like ; her friend and champion, Georgians, 
Duchess of Devonshire, was there with a 
crowd of beauties about her; and Sheri¬ 
dan's musical and beautiful wife was con¬ 
spicuous among them all. Mrs. Siddons 
also was there, looking, even as a spec¬ 
tatress, the queen of tragedy. When all 
were seated, the sergeaut-nt-anns made 
proclamation, commanding silence, and 
called upon Warren Hustings, esquire, to 
come into court. Hastings advanced, ac¬ 
companied by Sulivan and Sumner, his 
two bail, and, kneeling at the bar in the 
box assigned to him, he was ordered to 
rise. Precedents had been diligently 
studied; none of the old forms were 
omitted, and they all made a deep impres¬ 
sion. After a pause the sergeant-at-arms 
made proclamation again, that, whereas 
charges of high crimes and misdemeanors 
had been exhibited by the honourable the 
House of Commons, in the name of them¬ 
selves and of all the Commons of Great 
Britain, against Warren Hastings, esquire, 
all persons concerned were to take notice 
that he now stood upon his trial, and that 
they might come forward and make good 
the said charges. And when this was 
done Lord Chancellor Thurlow, with a 
form and face well adapted to represent 
the inflexible severity of the laws, then 
rolled out in his sonorous manner:— 
“Warren Hastings, you stand at the bar 
of this court charged with high crimes 
and misdemeanors, a copy of which has 
been delivered to yon ; you have been al¬ 
lowed counsel, and a long time has V>een 
given to you for your defence ; but this is 
not to he considered as a particular indul¬ 
gence to you, as it arose from the neces¬ 
sity of the case, the crimes with w hich you 
are charged being stated to have been 
committed in a distant place. These 
charges contain the most weighty allega- 
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mil J they come from the highest 
SJojatV/ this circumstance, however, 
r carries with it the most serious 
, is not to prevent you from 
making your defence in a firm and col¬ 
lected manner, in the confidence that as a 
British subject you are entitled to, and will 
receive, full justice from a British court.” 
Hastings replied, both firmly and briefly, 
that he came to that high tribunal equally 
impressed with a confidence in his own 
integrity and in the justice of the court 
before which he stood. The clerks of the 
court then proceeded to read the charges 
and the answers, which they did as long 
as they had daylight; but about a quarter- 
past five, when they had only got to the 
end of the seventh charge and answer, the 
lord chancellor moved that the lords 
should adjourn to their own chamber of 
parliament, and their lordships accord¬ 
ingly withdrew in the order in which they 
had come, and the assembly broke up. 
The next day the reading of the charges 
and answers was continued; and on the 
next, the third day of the trial, Burke rose 
to deliver, or to begin, his opening speech, 
which occupied four days—the 15th, IGth, 
18th, and lOth of February. Although 
the length of it must have wearied some 
people almost to death, and although a 
very considerable portion of it must have 
been above the capacity of most of that 
brilliant, audience, there were parts and 
passages that charmed and excited, and 
terrified and filled with indignation, and 
produced all the effects attributed to the 
most successful and triumphant oratory of 
ancient times. Mrs. Siddons is said to 
hswe been as much affected as she affected 
others by her wonderful acting on the 
stage. Ladies fainted in the galleries, 
and Mr:-. Sheridan was carried out in 
convulsions, sobs and tears, which are 
s:iid not all to have proceeded from the 
gentler sex, were heard and seen in nearly 
every part of the hall: even Thuriow 
seemed at moments to be affected. The 
orator had not reflected on the amplifica¬ 
tion and exaggeration common to aTl 
Oriental people, who neither see with our 
eyes nor describe with our tongues; who 
look at every thing as if through a mag¬ 
nifying lens, and who heighten in describ¬ 
ing by one sense what they have falsely 



seen with another. This is the e!^ 
when they are subjected to no extr 
nary excitement, or are agitated r 
violent passion: every one that knows 
anything of the East must be aware of 
this unvarying spirit of exaggeration in 
all moods and humours, and m the most 
trite and self-evident matters: but only 
let the more violent passions, the hatred 
and the revenge of these Easterns be in¬ 
flamed, and there is no calculable limit to 
the range this spirit will take. Some of 
the Indian ryots had been harshly, and 
perhaps iu some instances barbarously, 
treated by other natives employed in col¬ 
lecting the revenue. These ryots hud af¬ 
terwards been encouraged by the agents 
of Francis and Clavering to raise com¬ 
plaints, and their tongues, being once 
loosened, were sure not to stop so long as 
they left a monstrosity un mentioned. 
Francis, who had not been, while in India, 
scrupulous enough to authenticate or ex¬ 
amine these horrible tales, told them all 
to Burke as if upon undoubted authority; 
aud the orator introduced the essence of 
them all in his four days’ speech, building 
up a climax of abomination, horror, and 
guilt out of materials which in good part 
were only proper for a ghastly Eastern 
tale of ghouls and ghins, and other mon¬ 
sters. And these were the things which 
terrified and made to faint the ladies in 
the galleries. These appeals to the feel¬ 
ings and passions of the auditory were 
much too frequent; but there was other 
matter in this grand oration, or series of 
orations, that was free from the faults of 
exaggeration, and that was soberly sub¬ 
lime—there was matter showing a won¬ 
derful range of knowledge, a high states¬ 
manlike philosophy, and a beautiful spirit 
of philanthropy and love. He astonished 
even those who best knew him and the 
subject by the vast extent and minuteness 
of his information, the variety of his re¬ 
sources, and the lucid order iu which he 
arranged the whole for the support of his 
object. The sober aud the best parts of 
the oration were not, however, those 
which were the most admired by hearers 
who went there to have their feelings ex¬ 
cited and not their judgment convinced. 
In the most terrible passages Burke’s 
own excitement was as great as any that 
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BUltKE’S FOUIt DAYS' SPEECH. 



I in others. In detailing the 
Debi Sing, on the third day, 
almost convulsed himself; he 
[ his head upon his bands, and, for 
sotue moments, was unable to proceed: he 
recovered sufficiently to go on a little fur¬ 
ther, but, being obliged to cease speaking 
twice at short intervals, the Prince of 
Wales, to relieve him, moved the adjourn¬ 
ment of the court. “ For half an hour/’ 
said Hastings himself, 44 1 looked up at the 
ouitorin a reverie of wonder; and,during 
that space, I actually felt myself the most 
culpable man on earth: but I recurred to 
my own bosom, and there found a conscious¬ 
ness that consoled me under all I heard 
and all I suffered.” In pronouncing his 
peroration,, on the fourth day, Burke 
raised his voice to such a pitch as seemed 
to shake the walls and roof of the antique 
hall. 44 Therefore,*’ said he, “it is with 
confidence that, ordered by the Commons, 

44 1 impeach Warren Hastings, enquire, 
of high crimes.end misdemeanors. 

44 1 impeach him in the name of the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parlia¬ 
ment assembled, whose parliamentary 
trust he has betrayed. 

44 1 impeach him in the name of all the 
Commons of Great Britain, whose mi 
tionai character he has dishonoured. 

44 1 impeach him in the name of the 
people of India, whose laws, rights, and 
liberties he has subverted, whose proper¬ 
ties he ha? destroyed, whose country he 
has laid waste and desolate. 

‘ I impeach him in the name and by 
virtue of those eternal laws of justice 
which he has violated. 

44 1 impeach him in the name of human 
nature itself, which he has cruelly out¬ 
raged, injured, and oppressed, in both 
sexes, in every age, rank, situation, and 
condition of life. 

44 And I conjure this high and sacred 
Co jrt to let not these pleadings be heard 
in vain 1” 


As soon as the agitation had somewhat 
subsided Fox rose to address their lord- 
ships respecting the course of proceeding 
to be followed on the trial: he said it was 
the wish of the committee to proceed to 
a conclusion, on both sides, upon each 
article separately, before the}' oyned 
another article j that h, to open and ad¬ 


duce evidence to 
at a time, to hear 
and evidence upon 
w ards to reply; and io proceed in the 
same manner with the rest of the-articles, 
one alter the other. This was the course 
adopted in the House of Commons w'itli 
regard to the charges against Sir Elijah 
Impey, and it was adopted at Sir Elijah’s 
own request. But Hastings aiul his legal 
advisers preferred the opposite course; 
and, when the lord chancellor called upon 
Hastings’s counsel to know whether the 
mode proposed by Fox would be agree¬ 
able to them, they answered in the nega¬ 
tive. The chancellor then intimated to 
the committee that their lordships would 
be glad to know the reasons which in¬ 
duced the managers to call upon the court 
to adopt that mode. Fox immediately 
stated that in a cause of such magnitude 
and complexity, the mode proposed ap¬ 
peared absolutely necessary, aud was cal¬ 
culated to prevent confusion, to aid their 
lordships’ memory, and to enable them 
to form a more distinct view of the merits 
of the charge and defence upon each 
separate article than could possibly be 
done by running ovev all the articles be¬ 
fore concluding upon any. He mentioned 
the cases of the earls of Stratford aud 
Middleton ns precedents. He urged that, 
if the mode adopted for the defence should 
be the ordinary mode of procedure among 
lawyers, the ! ■ lordships mast he called 
upon to decide upon evidence after they 
had forgotten the greater part of it; and 
that such a mass of matter would be 
offered all at once to their minds as must 
confound them. The chancellor next 
called upon Hastings's counsel—three 
barristers of note- -Law, afterwards Lord 
Ellenborougb and chief justice of the 
Kirg’s Bench ; Dallas, afterwards chief 
justice of the Common Fleas; and Ploraei, 
afterward? vice-chancellor and master of 
the rolls. These learned gentlemen 
argued that the mode proposed by Fox 
was contrary to the practic* of all courts 
of justice, and was inconsistent with all 
principles of equity, as it subjected the 
defendant to mary obvious aud most mani¬ 
fest disadvantages. As for the precedents 
quoted by Fox, they maintained that in 
both cases the mode of proceeding was 


substantiate out 

the prisoner’s _ 

i that charge, and after- 
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by mutual consent of the parties. 
t)iis early opportunity of cot>- 
the violent language which 
l used against Hastings. “ The 
defendant,” said he, “ hus been loaded 
with terms of such calumny and reproach 
as since the days of Sir Walter Raleigh 
were never used at the bar of this House.” 
Fox. interrupting him, said, that, vested 
with a great, trust by the House of Com¬ 
mons, he couhl rot sit still and hear such 
language applied to an accusation which 
that House, in the prosecution of high 
crimes, had carried to the bar of the com¬ 
petent court. The lord;; then retired to 
their own House, and an order was made 
that they should be summoned to take the 
matter of the proceedings into their con¬ 
sideration on the Thursday following. 
On that day Thurlow left the Woolsack, 
and, after pronouncing an eulogium on 
Burke’s great speech in the hall,* declared 
that, if the crimes charged upon the de¬ 
fendant could be proved, no punishment 
their lordships could indict would be ade¬ 
quate to his guilt But he then decidedly 
took the par -; of Hastings and his counsel, 
saying that what they claimed was no 
indulgence, but a right: that his imagi¬ 
nation could not conceive any other jx>s- 
sible mode of defending Mr. Hastings 
than that which his counsel had proposed; 
that the articles were so intimately 
blended and mixed up with one another, 
that he would defy any man living to 
separate them; that they comprised the 
whole of Mr Hastings’s government for 
a long series of years, and (hat the merits 
or demerits of particular parts might de¬ 
pend upon the various relations they bore 
to each other, and upon the construction 
puf Upon the great whole. That oth. j r 
great law lord, Loughborough, who al¬ 
ways called black what Thurlow called 
white, took the side of Fox and the ma¬ 
nagers, and spoke at great length to 
show that the mode of procedure they 


• “ Their lordships,” said Thurlow, “all know 
the elfoct of that speech upon the auditors, many 
of whom hud not to that momsnt, and perh ips 
never would, recover from the shock it had oeca* 
sinned ” The chill atmosphere of the immense 
old hall, at any rule proved fatal to many of tho*.s 
who attended. A iuoug others, poor Gainsborough 
caught a cold at he o ial, which aggravated other 
disorders, aud carried him to his jjrave. 


proposed was the best, and that' 
court of parliament was not to be sljat^ll 
by the rules of the counts below 
then moved that their lordships should 
agree with the proposition as stated 
by* the managers. Lord Stormont and 
Lord Grant!ey replied to Loughborough; 
the Duke of Norfolk endeavoured to sup¬ 
port his arguments; but upon a division 
the motion was negatived by 88 against 
33. When the court met again in the 
hall, the lord chancellor informed the 
managers that they must produce the 
whole of their charges, with the evidence 
upon each, before the prisoner should be 
called upou for his defence. After some 
complaint# against his decision, Fox, in a 
speech which lasted five hours, opened 
the Benares charge, down to the expul¬ 
sion of Cheyte Smg ; and Mr. Grey fol¬ 
lowed up and completed the charge on 
the succeeding day. Several days were 
then spent in reading papers and hearing 
witnesses, there being various long dis¬ 
putes as to what evidence ought to be re¬ 
ceived and what rejected. Austruther 
then summed up the evidence admitted, 
and commented on it as establishing the 
charge. The Court did not meet again 
till the 15th April, which was the four¬ 
teenth day of the trial. Then Mr. Adam 
opened the next charge relating to the 
Begums of Oude ; and on the 1 5th Mr. 
Pelham continued the same subject, en¬ 
deavouring chiefly to refute the defence 
of that part of his conduct which had been 
put in by Hastings. The sixteen follow¬ 
ing days were consumed in reading and 
examining evidence; and it was not until 
Tuesday, the 3rd of June, that Sheridan 
began to sum up the evidence, and apply 
it in proof of the charge. This was 
another of the grand displays of Sheridan; 
but it seems to be generally admitted 
that his speech w*os far inferior to the one 
he had delivered on the same subject in 
the House of Commons. Ye t he had evi¬ 
dently spoiled it iu labouring to make it 
grander and finer. His performance, 
however, attracted a fuller audience than 
bad yet assembled in the hall: if lasted 
three days, and the court was crowded to 
sr.ilbcatiou the whole of that time. It is 
said that as much as fifty guineas were 
paid fm a single seat. Of the fragments 
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i of the* speech there are few that 
7 notion of the fascinating ef- 
i it certainly exercised over those 
d it from Sheridan’s own. lips 
The prorogation of parliament was now 
at hand, and no more work was done in 
the halJ. Of twenty charges only two 
had been heard, and these remained to be 
answered in form by Hastings and his 
counsel. In the meantime Mr. Burgess 
had moved in the House of Commons, 
“ 1 hat an account of the money issued 
from the exchequer for the discharge of 
the expenses incurred in the impeach¬ 
ment should be laid before the House.” 
The managers made some objection to 
the motion, which they said they con¬ 
sidered merely as an attempt by the 
friends of Mr. Hastings to vex and im¬ 
pede the committee in the prosecution. 
The motion, however, was carried, and 
the account of the expenses wa s laid upon 
the table. Exclusive of the buildings or 
erections in Westminster Hall, they 
amounted to 4S00/. The trial had al¬ 
ready cost Hastings a much larger sum. 
Burgess again rose to observe that the 
account submitted to the House was in¬ 
complete, and did not convey all the in¬ 
formation wanted. He dernanded to know 
how the money issued had been expended, 
and he moved that the Solicitors to the 
impeachment should lay a particular ac¬ 
count of the expenditure before the House. 
"This motion was supported by Pitt, who 
was violently assailed thereupon by the 
managers. They accused him of seeking 
to obstruct and render unpopular mea¬ 
sures in which he had himself concurred. 
The motion, however, was agreed to 
without a division, and the solicitors’ ac¬ 
counts were produced the very next day 
by Burke. As reports had got abroad 
that man) men were making a most pro¬ 
fitable job of the impeachment, and that 
enormous fees were given to the counsel 
for the prosecution, and as no notice was 
taken of the solicitors’ accounts after they 
had been produced, the managers, a few 
nights afterwards, called upon Mr. Bur¬ 
gess to proceed with that inquiry. Bur¬ 
gess then declared that the accounts were 
still vague and unsatisfactory, and that 
he should therefore move “ that the soli¬ 
citors should give in an account stating 
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specifically to whom and on whai vo ^ 
count the several sums had been paid.* 
The motion was seconded by Sir William 
Dolben. The managers declared thut, 
as far as regarded themselves, they bad 
nothing to object, but that there were 
forcible and obvious objections to the pre¬ 
sent motion. The House, they said, had 
solemnly determined that Mr. Hastings 
should be impeached; they had ap¬ 
pointed a committee of managers and 
armed them with a variety of powers, 
including that of acting as a .secret com - 
mitlee ,* and could the House now demand 
a public account and disclosure of all the 
private grounds of their conduct ? They 
asserted that such a measure was unpre¬ 
cedented, and had never been attempted 
nor dreamed of in any great prosecution; 
that the charges already incurred in em¬ 
ploying counsel were ’ remarkably mo¬ 
derate, the fees paid being in fact shame¬ 
fully inadequate to the services per¬ 
formed ; and that no unnecessary expense 
whatever had been incurred. They said 
if more money had been spent more good 
might have been done: secret, services, 
for example, might have been procured 
by means of money, and they thought 
secret services very necessary in such a 
case; on argument, we think, of very 
dangerous tendency; for, if a bountiful 
market for secret services had been 
opened, rt, would almost inevitably have 
become a mark t for false witnesses. Pitt 
again supported Burgess, declaring that 
he thought it necessary that the House 
should know how the mono y was spent, 
and have the power of checking the ex¬ 
penditure if they found it in any case ex¬ 
cessive or unnecessary. l'he managers 
withdrew before the division, and Bur¬ 
gess’s motion was carried by CO against 
only 13* The lolicitors* accounts were 
laid upon the table, but several days 
passed without any notice being taken of 
them. When called upon by the mana¬ 
gers to give his opinion of these law yers’ 
bills, Burgess said that he had done his 
duty, and that the papers were now be¬ 
fore the House, who might judge for yt 
themselves: he hinted, however, that n 
there were still doubt? upon his mind as 
to the accounts. The managers called 
upon him afresh, insisting that he should 
x 
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act /upon his doubts, or get some 
^gejtftleman to state his doubts for 

_i&at the matter, after what had 

passed, could not be let drop without fur¬ 
ther investigation. Thus pulled from 
his seat, Burgees gave not ice of a motion 
on the subject; and a few days after he 
moved that the solicitors should continue 
t,o present from time to time an account 
of the expenses incurred in the impeach¬ 
ment. In his speech his doubts came 
out. He doubted whether the House had 
really authorised the managers to employ 
counsel; he doubted whether there was 
any precedent for their employing coun¬ 
sel ; and he doubted whether there was 
any peculiar difficulty in the present pro¬ 
secution that rendered the assistance of 
counsel necessary. The managers said 
in reply that, if no precedent could be 
found for employing counsel, it should 
be remembered that the present wits a 
remarkable case, in which the managers 
were left without the advice and assist¬ 
ance of the great law officers; and that, 
though they had great confidence in the 
legal knowledge of several of their own 
committee—several, in fact, were regular- 
trained lawyers—they did not choose, in 
a le of such magnitude, for the pro¬ 
per management of which they were re¬ 
sponsible, to proceed without the sanction 
of learned persons in actual practice. 
Pitt doubted whether there was any ab¬ 
solute necessity for their employing, be¬ 
sides ordinary counsel, two civilians. To 
this they answered that the services of 
both those doctors were indispensable in 
such a cause, and that one of them (Dr. 
Lawrence) was eminently useful from 
his deep and. perfect knowledge of the 
subject. As Mr. Burgess doubted whe¬ 
ther there were uot some errors in the ac¬ 
counts, the managers proposed that the 
solicitors should be called in and ex¬ 
amined; but the previous question was 
carried against this proposition, and so 
the discussion ended. It will not perhaps 
be very uucbaritable to draw two inferences 
—1. That the discussions were really 
brought on, not out of any regard to the 
public purse, but in order to benefit Ihist- 
ings, by encouraging doubts and r insi¬ 
nuations against his prosecutors, who 
counted in their number at least two 



men who enjoyed very indifferent i 
tations in money matters. 2. Thar 
discussions tended materially to keep 
down the growth of the law expenses^ by 
drawing public attention in that direction, 
and by establishing the rule that the soli¬ 
citors should present their accounts from 
time to time, drawn up in a clear and 
Specific manner. 

The occupation and excitement pro¬ 
duced by the .Regency Bill of 1.788*9, 
and then by the recovery of the king, 
proved very disadvantageous to the 
progress of Hastings's impeachment. 
Moreover, the grand spectacle in West¬ 
minster Hall had lost its attraction and 
novelty. On the 3rd of February, 1789, 
Hastings had presented a petition to the 
Lords complaining of the great hardships 
to which the extraordinary duration of 
the trial had subjected him. lie men¬ 
tioned the death of several of his judges, 
the long detention of witnesses necessary 
for his defence, the probability of his be¬ 
ing deprived of many of them by various 
accidents; and he spoke of his health as 
broken and of his fortune as already 
wasted by the enormous expenses to 
which ho had been subjected. He re¬ 
minded their lordships that only two ar¬ 
ticles of charge out of twenty had as 
yet been gone through by his accusers; 
that his expenses had already exceeded 
30,000/.; and consequently, should his 
life be continued to the close of the trial, 
he might find himself destitute of the 
means of defence and even of subsistence, 
and rim the dreadful chance of having 
his character blasted by unrefuted crimi¬ 
nations, there being no possibility of de¬ 
fending himself effectually without mo¬ 
ney. He implored their lordships to do 
what in them lay to expedite the trial. 
It was the 20th of April before the Lords 
could resume their court in the Hall; and 
during the prolonged and busy session of 
parliament they could rot sit mere than 
seventeen days. The charge opened to 
them on the 21st by Burke related to the 
corrupt receipt of money. In the coarse 
of his speech Burke alluded to Nuncomar, 
and, very indiscreetly, said, “that Mr. 
Hastings had murdered Nuncomar hj the 
hand of Sir Elijah Impey” After Im¬ 
pels triumphant defence, and tb* 1 con- 






WHlSTffy. 



DEBATES IN THE COMMONS. 


louse of Commons in regard 
ids was not only irregular, but 
-^Uj^iodable. On the 27th of April 
dajor Scott presented to the Commons a 
perition from Hastings, who complained 
of the words used, and charged Burke 
with introducing a variety of accusations 
extraneous to the charges Avhich had been 
found by tire House, and by them inserted 
in the articles of impeachment* Scott 
accused Burke of being guilty of cool , de¬ 
liberate, systematic, and intentional mis¬ 
representation, imputing to Hastings hor¬ 
rible crimes of which he svell knew him 
to be innocent. Burke called the Major 
the systematic libeller of the House of 
Commons, said that no credit was due to 
liis assertions, and that he ought to have 
been expelled tire House long ago. The 
managers endeavoured to prevent the pe¬ 
tition being received, contending that it 
was irregular and unprecedented; that, if 
every expression not agreeable to the 
feelings of the party accused were not lit 
to be used in a criminal prosecution, 
there must be an end to such prosecu¬ 
tions ; that a practice of petitioning against 
the accuser would convert him into a 
species of defendant, and, by creating a 
diversion, defeat the prosecution of crimes. 
Fox asked whether the House would 
surfer the culprit to come forward and 
object to the mode of proceeding against 
him? the accused to arraign the conduct 
of his accusers ? Burk'* said, the power 
of prosecuting and enforcing the charges 
against Hastings, under the strict injunc¬ 
tion not to use one extraneous word, mast 
be compared to the power given to Shy- 
lock to take a pound of flesh upon condi¬ 
tion of his not spilling one drop of blood, 
a task which neither Jew nor Christian 
could perform. Pitt, on the other side, 
urged that Hastings, though the object of 
their accusation, did not cease to be the 
object of theii justice, and therefore ought 
not to be deprived of the right belonging 
to every subject, of preferring a petition 


* Besides the death of Nuncomar. Hastings 
said that Burke h.ul charged him vith being con¬ 
cerned in a plot to assassinate the sum of the Mo¬ 
gul, with being equally concerned in another plot 
to murder the son of Meer Jaflier Khan, and 
with being accessory to the horrible cruelties im¬ 
puted to Dcbi Sing. 



and stating a grievance to that 
The petition wj-s received without ; 
vision, and the subject of it was ordered 
to be taken into consideration oa the 3Cth 
In the meantime the Lords were re- 
quested to suspend proceedings on the 
trial. On the 30th several doubts and 
difficulties were started on the ministerial 
side, and had the usual effect of creating 
delay. Burke offered to withdraw, and 
to cast himself on die honour and justice 
of the House; but in .so doing he, in sub¬ 
stance, repeated the accusation against 
Impey, nod re rived the whole story of 
N uncoma/s having been destroyed in 
order to screen Hastings. The debate 
was renewed on the morrow, the 1st of 
May- Mr. Montague produced and n ail, 
as part of his speech, a letter written by 
Burke to explain and defend his conduct 
in the Hull. Burke described himself as 
being, in his capacity of accuser, merely 
the servant of the House, who had put 
into his hands a sacred trust. Hastings’s 
petition against the words he had used he 
described as a stratagem familiar to the 
politics of Calcutta, for turning the ac¬ 
cuser iuto a defendant, and for diverting 
inquiry. His letter said, “ The House 
having, upon an opinion of my diligence 
and fidelity (for they could have no other 
motive), put a great trust into my hands, 
ought to give me in entire credit for the ve¬ 
racity of every fact I ajfirm or deny ; 
but, if they fail with regard to me, it is 
at least in my power to be true to mj self. 
I will not "commit myself in an unbe¬ 
coming contention with the agents of a 
criminal whom it is my duty to bring to 
justice. I am a member of a committee 
of secrecy, and I will not violate my trust 
by turning myself into a defendant and 
bringing forward in my own exculpation 
the evidence which I have prepared for 
his conviction. I will not let him know 
on what documents I rely. I will not let 
him know who the witnesses for the prose¬ 
cution are , nor what they have to depose 
against him ; though I have no sert of 
doubt of the constancy and integrity of 
those witnesses, yet because they are 
men, and men to whom, from my own 
situation, I owe protection, I ought not to 
expose them either to temptation or dan¬ 
ger. I will not hold them out to be iiu- 
x 2 
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• menaced, or discredited, or 
or possibly to be ruined in 
brtunes, by the power and influence 
of this delinquent, except where the na¬ 
tional service 1 supersedes all other consi¬ 
derations. If l must suffer, I will sutler 
alone. No man shall fall a sacrifice to a 
feeble sensibility on my part, that at this 
time of day might make me impatient of 
those libels, which by despising through 
so many years, I have at length obtained 
the honour of being joined in commission 
with this committee, and becoming an 
humble instrument in the hands of public 
justice.'’ In favour of Hingsast it was 
proposed that evidence should be taken to 
prove the words of which he complained 
in his petition ; and after some contention 
it was agreed that evidence should be 
heard, and it was moved that the short¬ 
hand writer who had taken notes of the 
t.’ial should be culled in. Fox and Sir 
Grey Cooper objected that this last pro¬ 
posal was contrary to the uniform prac¬ 
tice of parliament., and a very improper 
method of proving words spoken by a 
member of that House; that it was con¬ 
trary to rule to permit words spoken by a 
member to be noticed in that House ex¬ 
cept by a member; and that such words 
must also be taken down at the moment, 
and the objection to them stated, in order 
to allow the person uttering them an op¬ 
portunity of explaining his meaning. 
They said, the House was now for the 
first time going to call in a third party a? 
witness of words spoken in their own pre¬ 
sence, a precedent that might lead to the 
most serious consequences. These ob¬ 
jections had so much weight that a mo¬ 
tion was made and carried for appointing 
a committee to search for precedents. On 
the 4th of May the sold committee re¬ 
ported that there were no precedents of 
any complaints of words spoken by ma¬ 
nagers for the Commons in Westminster 
Hall* The managers then objected as 
.strongly as before to the examination of 
any short-band writer; but they were de¬ 
feated upon a division by 115 against 6(1, 
and the short-hoed writer who had taken 
down Burke’s voids charging Impey 
again with the murder of Nuncbmar, and 
other foul deeds, was called to the bar 
and gave evidence to that effect There 
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was then another debate as to wheth_ 

the particulars complained of in Hastings’s 
petition should be inquired into, or whe¬ 
ther the House might select any particu¬ 
lar part. Pitt thought that no attention 
ought to f»e paid to any words spoken by 
Burke in Westminster Hall the preceding 
year, as the complaint had been so loug 
deferred; and that they ought, rather to 
confine themselves to the words recently 
spoken utiout Nuncomar. The managers 
complained that this would be unfair and 
arbitrary; hut the House adopted the 
course recommended by the minister. 
Then a fresh difference arose as to the 
extent of the examination upon the par¬ 
ticular point of complaint which had been 
selected by the House. Fox and the 
other managers insisted that the whole of 
that part, of Burke’s speech which re¬ 
lated to Nuncomar ought to be produced, 
as necessary to elucidate the nature of the 
words complained of. The ministerialists, 
on the contrary, professed to be of opinion 
that it was oniy necessary to ask the wit¬ 
ness whether Burke had made use of 
those express words. Fox, who seemed 
to put his whole soul into the cause of his 
friend, condemned in the most passionate 
manner the indignity and injustice with 
which the House were treating Burke. 
At length it was agreed that some part of 
the speech preceding the injurious words 
should be read. When this was done, the 
Marquess of Graham, one of the lords of 
the treasury, moved “ That the said words 
were not authorised by any proceedings 
of that House.” Fox said that he could 
not object to this motion, as it conveyed 
no censure, and as, after it should pass, it 
would be fully competent for him, Mr. 
Burke, or any other manager, to repeat 
the words complained of. Sheridan and 
Wyndham spoke to the same effect. On 
the other side it was represented by Pitt 
that, though the motion meant no direct 
censure, yet it implied that the managers 
had exceeded the powers the House had 
intrusted them with. This again called 
up Fox, who in treated the House to deal 
with openness and candour. If they 
meant, to censure the managers of the im¬ 
peachment, the House, he said, ought to 
change them aud appoint others. The 
House, he insisted, could nor, consistently 
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>wti honour, continue them in 
cement, nor would they consent 
in that elevated situation under 
aifiinputed censure of their conduct. 
But if the motion meant no more than 
the words conveyed, they should feel no 
hesitation to pursue, upon any similar oc¬ 
casion, precisely the same line of con¬ 
duct. In consequence of these declara¬ 
tions the Marquess of Graham rose to 
make the censure of the House direct and 
explicit, moving an addition to his former 
motion, to the effect that the words used 
hy Burke as to the murder of Nnncornar 
ought not to have been spoken. This 
roused all the passion of Fox, who, in a 
long and eloquent speech, denounced the 
conduct of the minister and his adherents 
as an iniquitous interference with the 
ends of justice, and an atrocious wrong 
done to one of the best, wisest, and great¬ 
est of men ; and he moved as an amend¬ 
ment to the amendment the addition of 
the following words—“ Although in the 
charge exhibited by the Commons of 
Great Britain, upon which the House 
voted the impeachment, there are the 
following words, namely, ‘That the evi¬ 
dence of this man (meaning Nuncomar) 
not having been entered into at the time 
when it might and ought to have been 
done by the said Warren Hastings, re¬ 
mains justly in force against him, and is 
not abated by the capital punishment of 
the said Nuncomar, but rather confirmed 
by the time and circumstances in which 
the accuser of the said Warren Hastings 
suffered death/ and to which charge the 
said Warren Hastings, at the bar of this 
House, made the following answer, 
namely, ‘To the malicious part of this 
charge, which is the condemnation of 
Nuncomar for a forgery, I do declare in 
the most solemn and unreserved manner 
that I had no concern, either directly or 
indirectly, in the apprehending, prose¬ 
cuting, or execution of Nur comar / and 
although the managers who have been 
appointed by the House to arrange the 
evidence ard enforce the charges against 
the said Warren Hastings are of opinion 
that the aforesaid declarations used hy 
the said Right Hon. Edmund Burke were 
essentially necessary to the support of one 
of the principal charges voted by this 


House.*' Fox was answered by Pifl 
and, after his amendment had been negd 
tived without a division. Graham’s motiou 
was carried by a majority of a little more 
than two to one.* Mr. Botiverie imme¬ 
diately moved “ That the thanks of this 
House be given to the Right Hon. Ed¬ 
mund Burke, and the rest of the ma¬ 
nagers, for their exertions and assiduity 
in the prosecution of the impeachment 
against "Warren Hastings, Esquire, and 
that they be desired to persevere in the 
same/* This was objected to by the 
master of the rolls, and the motion of 
course was lost.f That night the ma¬ 
nagers held a meeting, at which it was 
seriously discussed whether thev should 
not throw up their charge altogether; and 
on the following morning they held an¬ 
other meeting, at which Burke, though not 
without difficulty, induced them to agree 
to proceed. Burke, it is said, repre¬ 
sented to his colleagues that Hastings's 
petition, with all that had followed it, 
was nothing but a stratagem intended to 
drive them from their duty as accusers, 
and so to screen the accused. On the 
next day lie opened his speech in West¬ 
minster Hall with a comparison of the 
relative situations of himself and the pri¬ 
soner at the bar; and related all that bad 

S ussed in the Commons. He said that he 
id not mean to question the justice of 
the late votes and decisions of thet House, 
although he must complain that those 
decisions went to narrow the line of his 
proceedings on the impeachment. He 
confessed that he had charged Mr. Hast¬ 
ings with the destruction of a witness 
(Nuncomar ) whose evidence was neces¬ 
sary to the present charge; but lie de¬ 
clared that in stating this he had said no 
more than he really believed, and no more 
than he hoped u> be able to prove. He 
declared that this conviction could only 
be torn from him with his life. Several 
reports had got abroad, as that Fox was 
decidedly averse to proceeding with the 
impeachment ; that sundry disagreements 
had broken out among the managers; 
and that the greatest personages in the 


* 135 ajjalnst Sfi. 

+ The dispute in the House had. occupied/utir 
days. 
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Jry.were very desirous the* trial 
yd* /Stop. A few clays after, Mr. 
complained in the House of 
dons of a paragraph in a newspaper, 
which said that “ the trial of Mr. Hast¬ 
ings was to be put off to another session, 
unless tike House of Lords had spirit 
enough to put an end to so shameful a 
business.” A warm debate followed, in 
which great complaints were made of the 
scandalous licentiousness of the public 
press. A motion was made and unani¬ 
mously carried for prosecuting the printer 
of the paper of which Mr. Marsham com¬ 
plained. 

Meanwhile the trial went on languidly. 
The groat hall was no longer crowded; 
the seemingly interminable accounts of 
Hastings*!;: corruption wearied and thinned 
the audience day after day. Legal doubts 
and difficulties occurred rather frequently, 
or -were ingeniously suggested by the 
counsel for the prisoner; and, on nearly 
every one of these occasions, the lords 
withdrew to their chamber of parliament 
to deliberate and consult by themselves 
All these retreats aud returns made Lord 
Stanhope say that the iudges walked and 
the trial stood still. After one of these 
inarches and counter-marches it was an¬ 
nounced as the decision of their lord- 
ships, “ that it was not competent for the 
managers to produce the examination of 
.Nuncnmar in evidence, the said managers 
uot having proved or even stated anything 
as a ground for admitting such evidence.” 
It seems difficult to conceive how the 
managers could have expected any other 
decision . the character of Nuncomar as 
a witness and maker of evidence had been 


fully ascertained; aud the examination 
in question was what had been taken in 
the council at Calcutta by Clave ring, 
Monson, and Francis, wheu they were 
more powerful than the governor, and 
when their hatred of him was at its 
greatest height. The managers, however, 
in their turn, now desired leave to with¬ 
draw, that they too might consult apart 
Upon their return into court Burke de¬ 
clared that it was with equal surprise and 
concern die managers had heard the de¬ 
termination of their lordships, which 
would exceedingly increase the difficulty 
Of convicting the criminal; but that to 


this, as to other hardships, the^» 
submit. A day or two after, their 
ships, under the guidance of the eh? 
cel I or, resolved, after another walk to 
their own chamber, that certain evidence 
taken out of the 1 minutes at Calcutta 
should not be admitted. Here Burke 
exclaimed that he pave joy to all Ji dian 
delinquents. “ Plunder on,” said he; 
** the laws intended to restrain you are 
mere scarecrows. Accumulate wealth by 
anv means, however illegal, profligate, 
infamous. You are sure of impunity; 
for the natives of India are, by their re¬ 
ligion, debarred from appearing against 
you out of their own country, and cir¬ 
cumstantial evidence will not be re¬ 
ceived.” Fox proposed reading some 
long consultations of the council at Cal¬ 
cutta as evidence. Upon this their lord- 
ships again repaired to their own chamber 
of parliament, and nothing more was done 
that day. On the morrow the managers 
were informed that the consultations could 
not now be read. Burke said that he felt 
consoled by the use of the w ord now, as it 
led him to hope that the evidence might 
be read at some other time. Before many 
more words had been spoken fresh doubts 
arose, and the managers begged leave to 
withdraw. When the managers returned 
and gave in their answer, the lords ad¬ 
journed to submit a question about the 
reception of evidence to the twelve 
judges. The opinion of the judges was 
unfavourable to the managers, who had 
wished to produce evidence which had 
noc been given upon oath. The managers 
now bitterly complained that the opi¬ 
nions and decisions of their lordships 
were delivered imperatively, without 
any accompanying re&rons or explana¬ 
tions ; and that they were thwarted by 
forms of law in their search after justice. 
Burke again declared that the criminal 
was improperly screened. He said the 
decision “held out to future governors of 
Bengal the most certain and unbounded 
impunity. Peculation in India would be 
no longer practised, as it used to be, with 
caution and with secrecy: it would in 
future stalk abroad in noon -day, and act 
without disguise; because, after such a 
decision as had been made by thei y lord- 
ships, there was no possibility of bringing 
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I the proofs of peculation/* To 
lie corruption of Hastings in his 
t^d0sfiQY\ows with the Mutiny Begum, the 
Tlanagei's derived that Philip Francis, 
Esq., should be called in. To this the 
Lords objected. There then followed 
warm disputes between the managers and 
the counsel for the defendant as to the 
production in evidence of some letters and 
papers said to have been written by the 
Mutiny Begum, and several days were 
spent in these discussions. The Lords 
then adjourned to their own chamber to 
consult and deliberate; and when the 
Court next met, it was announced that the 
said papers could not be read. Burke 
argued that, they were ruining his case by 
naked technicalities; and he claimed to 
know the opinions upon which their lord- 
ships’ decision was grounded. His temper 
had already been repeatedly tried by 
Law, the beat or the boldest of Hastings’s 
counsel; and now another violent alterca¬ 
tion took place between them. This was 
scarcely over when other difficulties arose 
about the reception of evidence. Their 
lordships again withdrew' to their own 
chamber to consult the judges, and the 
judges demanded a little time for consi¬ 
deration. The trial was thus interrupted 
for seven days; and when the Comt met 
again, in consequence of some new doubts, 
their lordships adjourned for six days 
larger. In the interval they had a long 
debate in their own House, in which it 
was voted, by the usual majority, that all 
their proceedings had been strictly accord¬ 
ing to precedent. On their again meeting, 
the chancellor requested to know from the 
managers to what length of time it ap¬ 
peared to them their proceedings on this 
branch of the subject would ex tend. The 
managers replied that, even if no delay 
were got up by the lawyers, the proceed¬ 
ings must occupy several .days. As the 
prorogation was at hand, this seemed to 
point to another session for the settling of 
this single charge. Hastings hereupon 
said that if the trial went on at this pace, 
hio remaining life would not be long 
enough to see the end of it. He declared 
that if he had foreseen such an intermi¬ 
nable process he would rather have pleaded 
Guilty at the begmning; and if he hud 
done so he would certainly .have been a 


gainer, at least on the side of the p 
lie said he could not expect their 
ships to spend many more days on the 
subject, during this session but, if any 
specific time could be mentioned in which 
this charge, which he had been informed 
was to be the last, would lie finished, he 
would rather waive all defence than post¬ 
pone the decision to another year. Their 
lordships adjourned to their chamber of 
parliament, and there decided ihat they 
would proceed on the trial on the first 
Tuesday in the next session of parliament. 
It is not surprising that the purse of 
Hastings and the patience of the public 
should by this time have been completely 
worn out, or that the whole subject should 
have been set aside as a specific for ennui.* 
Upon the 16th of February, 1790, the 
trial recommenced in Westminster Hall. 
Upon this day — the fifty-fifth day of the 
sitting of the court — Mr. Anstrnther went 
tii rough the charge relating to the corrupt 
receipt of presents. Disputes instantly 
arose about the evidence proper to lx? 
admitted; and the Lords adjourned to 
their own chamber to consult. Then 
fresh objections were made by Hastings's 
counsel, that the managers were going 
into matter that was not set down or 
made a charge of in the articles of im¬ 
peachment Burke said that the Com¬ 
mons of England had a right to demand 
that they should not he held to technic al 
niceties; ami that, if the managers were 
to he debarred from giving evidence not 
Specifically stated in the charges , it would 
he impossible lor their lordships to deter¬ 
mine the amount of the fine which ought 
to he imposed upon the prisoner, if he 
should be convicted. But their lordships, 
after another adjournment and consul ta 
tiou, sustained the objections made on the 
part of the defendant. The public were 
now beginning to complain that this 
business, which obstructed other business, 
would never be finished. On the 11 th of 
Alay, Burke himself called the attention 
of the House of Commons to the pro¬ 
tracted continuance of the trial. He 
would not admit that the managers .were 
at all blamable for the slow progress 


* Hastings's Trial, 0 vols. in folio—Mill. Hist, 
of Ind.~Ann. Regist. 
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attributed the delay to Hastings 
to the determination of the House 
obtained upon Hastings’s own 
, that all the articles of charge 

-be proceeded upon before the court 

came to any decision; and to Hastings’s 
counsel, who had insisted all along upon 
reading papers at full length, instead of 
extracts from them. But what he con¬ 
sidered the greatest cau.se of delay was 
the circumstance that the managers were 
not made acquainted with the grounds 
and extent of the principles on which the 
decisions of the House of Lords were 
framed respecting. the admissibility of 
evidence. This, said Burke, rendered it 
impossible for the managers to know how 
far the next questions which they intended 
to put might, or might not, militate against 
those principles* He concluded bv moving 
the following resolutionsl. That this 
House, taking into consideration the inter¬ 
ruptions occasioned hy the occupations of 
the judges and the House of Lords, as also 
the impediments which have occurred, or 
may occur, in the course of the trial of the 
impeachment, of Warren Hastings, Esq., 
doth, without meaning to abandon the 
truth or importance of the charges, au¬ 
thorize the managers of their said im¬ 
peachment to insist only upon such and so 
many of the said charges as shall appear 
to them the most conducive to the obtain¬ 
ing speedy and effectual justice against 
the said Warren Hastings. 2. That the 
Commons of Great Britain in parliament 
assembled, from a regard to their own 
honour, and from the duty which they 
owe to nil the commons of Great Britain, 
in whose name, as well as in their own, 
they act in the public prosecutions l>y 
them carried on before the House of 
Lords, are bound to persevere in their 
impeachment against Warren Hastings, 
Esq., late governor-general of Bengal, 
until judgment may be obtained upon the 
most important articles' in the same.” 
Pitt supported the ’first of these reso¬ 
lutions. but thought that the second 
ought to be dropped as unnecessary, 
box laid the blame of delay upon the 
obstructions raised by the Lords to the 
receipt of evidence; and he complained 
that every decision of their lordships was 
unaccompanied with reasons, and was 



confined to one particular case afl^ 
so that all other cases were left asi 
tain as before. Hence great embarrass^ - 
ment to the managers, and continual 
adjournments of their lordships to their 
own chamber, where their deliberations 
were not public, but close. A day or two 
after these proceedings there appeared in 
a newspaper a letter, containing a review 
of the trial, and very severe strictures 
upon the managers, who were accused of 
being guilty of a great crime in insti¬ 
tuting the prosecution at all, and of a still 
greater crime in not having closed it long 
ago. The letter was signed by Hastings’s 
old champion Major Scott. On the 21st 
of May General Burgoyne rose in the 
House of Commons to lodge a complaint 
against this publication, which he called 
libellous, and a gross attack not only 
upon the conduct of the managers, but 
upon the honour and justice of the House 
— an attack made, too, by a member of 
that House. After the newspaper letter 
had been read by the clerk, the major 
was called upon for an answer. Scott 
avowed himself tc be the author, at the 
same time protesting that no man living 
had a greater respect for the rules of the 
House than he had; and that, if he had 
broken any of them, he had done so 
unintentionally, tirid was sorry for it. 
But then the major entered into a gene¬ 
ral justification of the sense and wording 
of his letter, saying that, if he had been 
guilty of an error in publishing it, it 
was through the force of great examples, 
and citing a variety of publications by 
Burke, by Sheridan, and by General 
Burgoyne, his present accuser, all which 
he considered to be far stronger libels 
than any he had ever written. Having 
finished his defence, he then, according 
to the practice of the House, withdrew 
immediately. Burgoyne then moved, 

“ That it is against the law and usage of 
parliament, and a high breach of privi¬ 
lege, to write and publish, or cause to be 
written and published, any scandalous or 
libellous reflections on the honour and 
justice of this House, in any of the im¬ 
peachments or prosecutions in which it is 
engaged.” This resolution being carried 
without a division, Burgoyne followed 
up Ids blow by moving, “ That it appears 








MAJOE SCOTT EEPEIM AfTDED. 


IMse that t he letter now delivered 
andalous and libellous paper re- 
_pon the honour and justice of this 
e, and on the conduct of the mana¬ 
gers appointed to conduct the impeach¬ 
ment now proceeding against Warren 
Hastings, Esq.” Pitt rose, and, after ad¬ 
mitting the offence, very fairly urged 
that the House had of late years exceed¬ 
ingly relaxed its practice in restraining 
the publication either of their proceedings 
or of censures bestowed on them: that the 
common practice formed a rule, to w hich 
every man had aright to look, and which 
he had a right to expect should not be vio¬ 
lated in his particular case; that, under a 
law formed by custom, or fallen partially 
into disuse, no individual instance ought 
to be selected for punishment, unless it 
was more heinous than those which were 
commonly overlooked; and, upon these 
principles, Pitt thought that, if the pre¬ 
sent offence required punishment, it ought 
to be a very gentle one. He then moved 
to adjourn the debate to the 27th, which 
was carried, as a matter of course, by the 
large ministerial majority. On the 27th', 
when the debate wais resumed, many severe 
reflections w'ere made on the prevailing 
abuses of the freedom of the press. Burke 
declared that lie was afraid neither of the 
liberty of the press nor of the licentious¬ 
ness of the press; hut that what he was 
leally afraid of was its notorious venality. 
And then lie alluded to the newspapers 
which had advocated the cause of Hast¬ 
ings, stating as positive fact that 20,000/. 
hail been spent hv the ex-governor-gere- 
ral among newspaper people. Burke 
called ail the things which had been in¬ 
serted libels, which they were’not; but be¬ 
tween the libels, and the foul attacks upon 
Burke himself, which were very nume¬ 
rous, and more moderate and legitimate 
matter, a good deal more than 20,000/. 
was expended by Hastings. Major Scott, 
who did not do his work for nothing, is 
said to have received 20,000/. himself. 

After several alterations and amend¬ 
ments had been proposed, it was agreed 
that a resolution should be passed in this 
softened form: “That John Scott, Esq., 
having avowed himself to he the writer of 
the said letter, is guilty of a violation of 
hie duty as a member of this House, and 



of reflecting upon the managers o! 
impeachment.” Burgoyne, wliowaJ 
of the managers, and who had no mercy, 
then moved, “ That Major Scott be repri¬ 
manded at the bar of the House, for his 
conduct in publishing the said libel.” 
Pitt instantly moved, by way of amend¬ 
ment, to leave out the words “ at the bar 
of the House,” aud insert the words “ in 
his place.” Wyndham, also one of the 
managers, strongly opposed this proposi¬ 
tion. Pitt replied to Wyndham m a 
warm and angry manner. Wyndham re¬ 
joined , and then Fox came to his sup¬ 
port, making the debate very personal, 
and reproaching the minister for being 
over-warm —a fault which Fox was so 
very often guilty of himself, and which 
he did not eschew on the present occasion. 
He said that calling Major Scott the friend 
of Mr. Hastings was a prostitution of the 
name of friendship. With respect to the 
motion, he declared that if it had been 
“ That Major Scott be committed,” and 
they had been called upon to show a pre- 
cedi at of a ease of equal enormity in 
which a member had not been committed, 
he believed it would have scarcely been 
possible for them to have found one.* As to 
a member being reprimanded at the bar, 
there was a famous precedent in the year 
1660, when Lcntkall had been so repri¬ 
manded, and that too for words spoken in 
the House. How much more, then, ought 
Major Scott to be reprimanded for his de¬ 
liberate, indecent, and atrocious libels, 
published in a common newspaper !—For 
his own part, he agreed with his honour¬ 
able friend (Wyndham) that this offence 
merited expulsion! In the end it was 
decided by the ministerial majority th at 
the major should be reprimanded in his 
place.. 

The impeachment went none the fainter 
for these ar.gry debates. The Court of 
Peers sat in Westminster Hall only 
thirteen days during the whole of this 
session, and did not get beyond the charge 
which Anstruther had opened. On the 
7th and 9th of June, the sixty-eighth 
and sixty-ninth days of the trial, count¬ 
ing from its commencement in the 
Hall, Fox summed up and commented 
upon the evidence, in a speech which oc¬ 
cupied the two whole days, and on the 
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the 9 th their lordships ad- 
their chamber, where they 
greejTTo postpone the trial to the first 
uesday in the next session of parlia¬ 
ment. On Thursday the 10th of June, 
the king put an end to the session of par¬ 
liament by a speech from the throne, in 
which he informed tlu 1 two Houses of his 
intention of immediately dissolving the 
present and calling a new parliament. 

The languor which seemed to attend 
the trial was relieved at the opening of 
the sessions of 1790-.1 by some very 
animated debates winch involved f/coea- 
ingly interesting questions of constitu¬ 
tional law. A question arose whether 
an impeachment by the House of Com¬ 
mons did not remain in statu quo, not¬ 
withstanding the intervention of a disso¬ 
lution. Upon the solutiou of this question 
it depended whether the proceedings 
against Hastings could be taken up by 
the present parliament where they were 
left by the hist, or whether they must re¬ 
commence (h novo . The idea of travel¬ 
ling over ground which had already oc¬ 
cupied the pariiamentary portions of four 
years was distressing and alarming; aud 
it seems to have been generally under¬ 
stood that if the da capo principle were 
affirmed, the trial would be thrown up, 
or would stop where it was. The most 
learned or leading lawyers of the day 
differed in opinion, as became tlieir call¬ 
ing, and their party rivalries and dif¬ 
ferences. Many, we believe the majority, 
of the managers would have been glad to 
be quit of a business which had long 
ceased to excite or interest the nation, and 
which was now buried and kept out of 
sight by the crowded events of the French 
revolution, which excited every body: but 
Burke, who believed that he had a great 
aud sacred mission to perform, resolved 
to persevere in spite of all discourage 
mants; and, iu order to bring the point 
in dispute to a regular decision, he moved, 
on the 17th of December, 1790, in a 
committee of the whole House, ‘‘That 
it appears, that an impeachment] by this 
House, See., against Warren Hastings, 
Esq., late governor-general of Bengal, 
for sundry high crimes and misdemea¬ 
nors, is now depending.” This, he said, 
would be but a plain assertion of the 



privileges of the House of Comu: 
handed down to them by their pro 
sors, through an uninterrupted succes¬ 
sion of five hundred years. In all the 
convulsions of our government, in all the 
struggles, contests, and incidental or pro¬ 
gressive changes of the functions and 
powers of the House of Commons, this 
alone, he said, had remained immutable, 
that an impeachment was never to be de¬ 
feated by collusion with a minister, or by 
the power of the crown. He argued that 
an impeachment abated by a dissolution 
of parliament was not. to be found, in any 
plain or express terms, on the journals of 
the House of Ixirds, or the journals of the 
House of Commons, or in the minutes of 
the conferences between the two Houses; 
that it was as little to be found in any 
book of authority, or in any good report 
of law r cases. The debate which followed 
lusted three days or nights. Erskine, the 
close friend of Fox, and one of the cham¬ 
pions of the Whig or opposition party, 
immediately followed Burke, and en¬ 
deavoured to prove, in a very elaborate 
speech, that Burke was w rong in his law, 
and that a dissolution did abate all pro¬ 
ceedings of a depending impeachment. 
Pitt, on the contrary, supported Burke 
aud his resolution, declaring it to lie his 
opinion that the precedents w r hich had 
been collected in favour of impeachments 
abating upon a dissolution were so few' in 
number, and of such questionable autho¬ 
rity, as clearly to show the weakness of 
that argument. In the course of a very 
able and argumentative speech, Pitt in¬ 
sisted that impeachments ought to con¬ 
tinue, and did actually continue in statu 
quo from parliament to parliament; and 
that the non-abatement of impeachments 
by a dissolution was a doctrine recognised 
and well established by man)’ precedents 
in our early history, and by some prece¬ 
dents since the revolution of 1688. "After 
reviewing these precedents, Pitt took into 
consideration the primary principles of 
the constitution; remarking that the pre¬ 
sent doubts had chiefly arisen from con¬ 
founding the two different powers of par¬ 
liament, the legislative and the judicial, 
each of which has its separate aud distinct 
limits of duration. The legislative power, 
or every depending act of legislation, w as 
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ninated by a dissolution, but 
ated by a prorogation of parlia- 
their judicial power and acts 
were not. influenced eitl er by prorogation 
or by dissolution; and therefor ■ impeach' 
meat, being .a judicial proceeding, could 
not he affected by either. If in the cases 
of writs of error and of petitions of appeal 
the process continued from session to ses¬ 
sion, and from parliament to parliament, 
8tiU more necessary was it, that the pro¬ 
ceeding?. in an impeachment should also 
continue: for, in the former cuses, there 
was generally only one individual against 
another, upon a question of u private na¬ 
ture; whereas in the latter, the House of 
Commons, and all the commons of Great 
Britain, were parties against a state delin¬ 
quent. He contended that the impeach¬ 
ment of Warren Hastings was not merely 
the act of the late parliament, but of the 
whole body of the commons of the realm, 
the proceedings being in the name both 
of constituents and of representatives. He 
concluded his long and much admired 
speech by declaring that he should cheer¬ 
fully vote for the original resolrtion as 
moved by Burke. Sir John Scott, the 
Solicitor-general, Kardiuge, Mitford, and 
several others of the lawyers, supported 
Erskine, mul argued against Burke and 
the prime minister. On the third day of 
the debate, after the solicitor-general had 
delivered his sentiments, Fox rose to de¬ 
clare that he entirely coincided with Pitt 
and Burke. Upon a division on the third 
night of the debate, Erskine's amendment, 
that the chairman should report progress, 
in other words, that the committee should 
break up without coming to any decision, 
was rejected by 143 against 30, and 
Burke’s original motion was then agreed 
to. 

In consequence of this decision, which 
confirmed and fully established a most 
important precedent, the Commons in¬ 
formed the Lords, on the 14th of February, 
that they were ready to go on with the 
impeachment of Mr. Hastings. Their 
lordships, before sending an answer to 
the Commons, appointed a committee of 
their own to examine precedents, in order 
to decide whether the dissolution of par¬ 
liament had or had not put an end to the 
impeachment.. The report of this com¬ 



mittee was not ready till the 
-April, and was not taken into < 
tion until the 16th of May, On the latter 
day Lord Porchester moved that a mes¬ 
sage shotlld be sent to the Commons to 
intimate that their lordships would pro¬ 
ceed upon the trial of Warren Hastings 
on the Monday following Lord Radnor 
moved an amendment for referring the 
question to the judges, in the intention of 
proving that, the obligation of the bond of 
recognizance entered into by the sureties 
of Hastings did not extend beyond the last 
parliament, and that therefore the trial 
was terminated by the dissolution. A 
long debate ensued, the Lords going over 
the same ground as the Commons had 
already done. Lord Radnor's amend¬ 
ment was, however, rejected by 70 against 
20; and Lord Porchester's motion was 
carried by 66 against 18. Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Thurlow, and Lord Kenyon, chief 
justice of the King’s Bench, were in the 
minority, having contended for the abate¬ 
ment. On the other hand, Loughborough, 
chief justice of the Common Pleas, and ho 
soon to be lord chancellor, spoke and 
voted against the abatement and against 
any delay, and was authorized by the 
great Lord Mansfield (who was too old 
and infirm to attend the House), and by 
Lord Camden (who was obliged by in¬ 
disposition to quit it), to express their 
sentiments, and to make use of iheir 
proxies. 

In the mean time Burke, being well 
aware of the many complaints about the 
slow progress of the trial, had moved, on 
the \ 4th of February, “ That, in consi¬ 
deration of the length of time which has 
already elapsed since carrying up the ini* 
peachment against Warren Hastings, Esq., 
it appears to this House to be proper, for 
the purpose of obtaining substantial jus¬ 
tice with as little delay as possible, to 
proceed to no other parts of the said im¬ 
peachment than those on which the ma¬ 
nagers of the prosecution have already 
closed their evidence; excepting only 
such parts of the impeachment as relate 
to the contracts, pensions, and allowances.'* 
Mr/Ryder moved, as an amendment, that 
the latter part of the motion, relating to the 
exceptions, should be omitted. This being 
rejected, Mr. Jekyll proposed u bolder 




wmsr^y. 



CUE INDIAN EMPIRE. 


IC1IAI 


tut— That, in consideration of 
th of time which has already 
&c., the House of Commons do 
proceed no further in this busi¬ 
ness/' This also being negatived, Hast¬ 
ings’s constant friend, Mr. Sumner, moved 
the question of adjournment, but was out¬ 
voted by 194 against. 26. In the course 
of this debate Pitt supported the argu¬ 
ments which were used by Burke, to show 
the necessity of going into the charge 
about contracts, Sc c., to prove that the 
long duration of the trial was no fault of 
the managers, and that it was reasoning | 
upon a rnlse principle to estimate the 
time which the remaining charges would 
occupy by the length of time which had 
been occupied by the former charges. He 
said it by no means followed, that, be¬ 
cause three charges had taken up three 
years, a fourth charge would take up a 
proportionate length of time. Every one 
would acknowledge that three years 
formed a long period for an iuDocent man 
to remain under the suspense and anxiety 
of accusation, for which some indemnifica¬ 
tion would be indisputably due; (none 
was ever given;) and even to a guilty 
person such a protracted trial must, in any 
ordiuary ease, be considered as constitu¬ 
ting no small portion of punishment. 
But, then, should the charges preferred 
against Mr. Hastings, or even a principal 
part of them, be proved, what man would 
assert that the punishment he had already 
suffered was adequate to the magnitude of 
liis crimes ? 

The Lords again assembled as a court 
in Westminster Hall, which was no longer 
crowded by rank and fashion, or by any 
other class, for all had grown weary of 
the business, and were ready to yawn at 
the mere mention of it. On the 23rd 
of May the charge respecting contracts, 
pensions, allowances, frauds, and extor¬ 
tions, was opened by Mr. St.John. Three 
days were employed in the production of 
evidence. On the 27th, when the court 
broke up, Mr. Loveden moved in the 
House of Commons an address, praying 
“That his majesty would be graciously 
pleased to continue the session of parlia¬ 
ment until the evidence on the part of the 
prosecution has been closed, Mr. Hast¬ 
ings’s defence heard, and judgment finally 



given.” i ms motion was strenuoil 
posed by Dundas, who denounced i 
invasion of the prerogative of the < 
to continue or prorogue the sittings as it 
chose. He hoped that the House, which 
had just vindicated in so excellent a 
manner its own constitutional privilege, 
by the resolution on the non-abatement of 
impeachment, would not, almost at the 
same moment, encroach so far on the 
rights of another branch of the legislatlire, 
as to desire the crown to commit its pre¬ 
rogative of prorogation to the discretion 
of three distinct parties, or—to the ma¬ 
nagers, who might extend the prosecution; 
to the prisoner, who might prolong his 
defence; and to the judges, who might 
protract their judgment. Fox denied that 
Loveden’s motion was any encroachment 
on the prerogati ve of the crown, as the 
right of advising the crown in this matter 
had been repeatedly exercised by the 
House. He was, however, of opinion 
that the motion went rather too far in 
fixing the period for the ’sitting of parlia¬ 
ment till judgment should be pronounced; 
and he proposed as an amendment—“ To 
pray his majesty not to prorogue parlia¬ 
ment before such further progress should 
be made as should afford reasonable 
grounds of expecta tion that the trial might 
be brought to a conclusion early in next 
session.” Fox’s amendment was rejected 
by 144 against 61; and Loveden’s ori¬ 
ginal motion was then negatived without 
a division. A similar motion, made in 
the House of Peers by Lord King, met 
w ith the same fate. As nineteen of 
the twenty-three charges had been re¬ 
jected altogether—if they had ail been 
retained the trial must have lasted till 
Hastings was entombed in Daylesford 
church—the managers closed their case 
on the 30th of May. Although he could 
not now* expect to bring his defence before 
the court during the present session, 
Hastings begged to he allowed one day 
for stating what he deemed of importance 
respecting the further progress of the 
trial. This request was granted without 
any demur from the court or from the 
managers; and on the 2nd of June he 
delivered a long and able discourse, the 
effect of -which, however, must have been 
somewhat spoiled by his reading it from 
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he held in his hand, 
for about two hours, 
indulgence of a few 
t. As soon as he had re¬ 
covered from his fatigue, he proceeded, 
and in about another hour and a half ho 


concluded the discourse, which is said to 
have excited various and deep emotions 
in the breasts of all classes of his hearers. 


in it Hastings declared that he was ready 
and desirous to waive his defence to the 
charges preferred against birn by the 
Commons, and refer himself to their 
lordships’ immediate judgment, if they 
should be pleased to proceed to imme¬ 
diate judgment; that for his acquittal he 
trusted confidently to the evidence pro¬ 
duced by his prosecutors themselves to 
make good their charges; being satisfied 
that not one criminal allegation of the 
charges had been made good against him, 
and that, on the contrary, almost ever^ 
odc of them had been refuted by the evi¬ 
dence brought in support of it. Their 
lordships, he hoped, would try liis con¬ 
duct by the evidence, oral or written, 
which his accusers hod brought before 
the court, and not by their brilliant 
speeches. He gently complained of the 
effects of such oratory on the public 
mind. It. was, he said, the custom of 
this country — and a custom having an 
admirable motive and end — that th 
court before which trials are heard shoe i 


be open and free of access to the ^ ie 
world. “ But, my lords/’ said he, "this 
custom puts my fame and honour at 
issue with other judgments than your 
lordships; and those judgments are 
formed not, like yours, on calm inves¬ 
tigation and a cool consideration of evi¬ 
dence. My lords, the audience come 
with other minds and with different mo¬ 
tives. They come to hear the declama¬ 
tions of invective, and to be amused by 
the ingenuity of the orators. Bold asser¬ 
tions, however unfounded and unjust, are 
believed by them, because they are boldly 
made, and heard without refutation. 
Misled by the arts of eloquence, they are 
deceived into opinions of which it is im¬ 
possible they can either detect the fallacy 
or perceive the imposition. They are 
pleased and deluded by the talents of the 
orator; and whatever pvejudicC3 he wishes 



to create in their minds they of lili 

receive; and, after the eritertaimiUgntJ_ 

the day, they depart with their passions 
inflamed, to communicate their effects to 
the circle of their acquaintance. Is it 
possible that the general effect of such 
declamations can fail to embitter my life 
and affect my peace in society as long as 
the trial lasts, by producing all the ill 
consequences, on the public opinion, of 
guilt and condemnation?” He again 
earnestly prayed for an immediate de¬ 
cision, and to all the charges gave answers 
brief, spirited, clear, and carrying the 
appearance of candour, truth, and a con¬ 
sciousness not only of innocence, but of 
having deserved well of his country.* 
The war which had again broken out, and 
was now raging in India, the ambition, 
power, and resources of Tippoo Sultaun, 
made ministers and public men more 
sensible than they might otherwise have 
been to the value of our Eastern posses¬ 
sions, and to the difficulties of all kind:, 
which Hastings must have experienced 
in preserving them in a season of almost 
universal failure, embarrassment, aad 
humiliation. He skilfully alluded to 
these present difficulties. " My lords,” 
said he, “ you are now better enabled to 
judge of the difficulties which I had to 
encounter in the last war, than I did sup¬ 
pose it possible for your lordships to be 
when this trial commenced. Your lord- 
ships will now feel for the wants under 
which I laboured-when I had to contend 
with all the powers of India, combined 
with the French and Dutch, because your 
lordships have proofs before you, in the 
council chamber of parliament, that the 
resources of India are now utterly inade¬ 
quate to the support of a war against one 
native power who is unassisted by any 
European ally ! We are now iu alliance 
with all the Mahratta chiefs, and with 
the Sebahdar of the Deccan, who were in 
die former war confederated against us. 
The government of Bengal, when this 
war commenced, was free from foreign 
and domestic embarrassments. The uahob 
vizier had completely liquidated his debt, 
and his subsidy was paid with the utmost 
punctuality. Benares afforded the full 
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, ft frich I am impeached for having 
L*/The salt, the opium, and tli.i 
y^y/nues of Bengal, added t.o the 
tdy from Otide and the Benares 
collections, produced annually nearly 
5,400,000/. But, my lords, so inadequate 
have these resources proved, with the 
addition of the revenues of Fort St. 
George and Bombay, that since the com¬ 
mencement of the present war a very 
considerable sum in specie has been 
transmitted from England to India; 
money has been borrowed to the utmost 
extent of their credit in Bengal, and 
Hydor Beg Khan, whom your lordships 
have heard of so often, has assisted Lord 
Cornwallis with a loan of twenty-two 
lacs of rupees. I mention .these circum¬ 
stances to your lordships to prove that 
the resources of India cannot, in time of 
war, meet the expenses of India. Your 
lordships know that I could not and 
Lord Cornwallis cannot, do what every 
minister of England has done since tile 
Revolution. I could not borrow to the 
utmost extent of my wants, and tax pos¬ 
terity to pay the interest of my loans . 

Allow me, my lords, to call again to your 
recollection the many and the unpre¬ 
cedented difficulties w-ich which I had to 
contend. Every measure of my ad¬ 
ministration was calculated to relieve 
the public exigencies; nor can am man 
in England point out other m?ans than 
those whicl l employed, by which the 
public necessities could have been re¬ 
lieved ; yet 1 have been for four years 
impeached for the several acts by which 
I preserved what the Indian minister 
(I)undas) lias called, in the House of 
Commons, the brightest jewel in the 
British crown l” He said that for this 
discourse he had, in effect, undertaker to 
reduce the mass of seven folio volumes 
iato the compass of a few pages—a tre¬ 
mendous labour. After observing that 
such an address must necessarily be very 
deficient, lie proceeded to reason upon 
his own fair reputation for so many 
years, and upon the truth of the old 
adage, that no man ever became most 
wicked all of a sudden. “If” said he, 



against him, in any alleged inst! 

he was guilty. If, on the conti __ 

whole tenor of a man's life has been such 
as *o have obtained for him the uni versa 1 
good-will of ail with whom lie has had 
any intercourse in the interested concerns 
of life, the presumption will be as well 
grounded, that he was innocent of any 
particular wrong imputed to him, espe¬ 
cially if those who are the alleged suf¬ 
ferers by that wrong mal e no complaint 
against him. But what shall be said of 
complaints brought against a man who 
was in trust for the interests of the 
greatest commercial body in the world ; 
who employed and directed the services 
of thousands of his fellow-citizens in 
great official departments and in exren- 
sive military operations; vho connected 
princes and states by alliances with his 
parent kingdom, and on whose rule the 
peace and happiness of many millions of 
men depended"; I say, what shall be said 
of complaints being brought agaim 
a man in the names and on the behalf of 
nil those descriptions of men who have 
all united their suffrages in his favour ? 
Such complaints, with such a presump¬ 
tion against the possibility of their truth, 
may have existed, but the history of man¬ 
kind cannot produce an instance of their 
being received on such a foundation, 
until the late and present House of Com¬ 
mons thought fit to create one in my im- 

{ leachment.” He ran over the events of 
ds public life, which had commenced in 
early youth, and had lasted thirty-five 
long years. He happily and properly 
explained that his education in business 
had been essentially an Indian one, and 
had been acquired under and from the 
Company. “ With the year 1750,” said 
he, “ I entered the service of the East 
India Company; and from that service I 
have derived all my official habits, all the 
knowledge which I possess, all the prin¬ 
ciples which were to regulate my conduct 
in it. If those principles were wrong, or 
if in the observance of them I have erred, 
great allowances ought to be made for 
human infirmity, where I possessed such 
inadequate means of obtaining any bettdr 


“ the tenor ot a man’s life has been in- I guidance.” He declared that he had 
variably marked with a disposition to always reported to the court of directors, 
guilt, it will be a strong presumption j his immediate masters, every measure 
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Zui j had undertaken in India, 
Vxjlainiug its motive a and its 
and for the truth of this assertion 
fipealed to the directors, and to the 
innumerable volumes of consultations and 
letters in their possession, and in his 
hand-writing. jN or was it to the directors 
only that he had been thus communica¬ 
tive. He had given the then prime 
minister of England constant informa¬ 
tion of all that he was doing or intending 
to do; And Ms letters to Lord North 
might show in a striking manner how 
careful he was to expose all his actions to 
the knowledge of ministers, and con¬ 
sequently how little apprehension he 
could have felt that he was doing any¬ 
thing that could he deemed reprehen¬ 
sible. If he w as guilty of error or of 
crime, how could the court of directors 
themselves, whom nobody thought of 
accusing, be innocent? “ In all in¬ 
stances,” said he, “ which might have 
been deemed of a doubtful nature, my 
communications to them were virtual 
references for their sanction or for their 
future prohibition. If I. received neither, 
their silence was a confirmation, and had 
more than the effect of an order, since, 
with their tacit approbation of them, I 
ha<i imposed upon myself the prior ob¬ 
ligation of my own conception of their 
propriety. Were I, therefore, for a mo¬ 
ment to suppose that the acts with which 
I am charged, and which I so com¬ 
municated (for I communicated all to the 
court of directors), were intrinsically 
wrong, yet from such proofs it is evident 
that I thought them right; and therefore 
the worst that could be said of them, as 
they affected me, is, that they were errors 
of judgment; and even for these, in all 
instances where they were repeated or 
the causes of subsequent acts deriving the 
same quality from them, the error and 
every blame which could attach to them 
-was theirs who might have corrected 
them, and did not” With no empty or 
vain-glorious boast he affirmed that, he 
had himself invented the system and 
made the machinery which governed 
India. u Every division of official busi¬ 
ness,” said he, “ and every department of 
government which now exists in Bengal, 
with only such exceptions as have been 


i occasioned by the changes of aim 
' euaeted from home, are of my form 
The establishment formed for the ad¬ 
ministration of the revenue; the insti¬ 
tution of the courts of civil and criminal 
justice in the province of Bengal and its 
dependencies; the form of government 
established for the province of Benares, 
with all its dependent branohes of re¬ 
venue, commerce, judicature, and mili¬ 
tary defence; the arrangements created 
for the subsidy and defence of the pro¬ 
vince of Oiule; every other political 
connection and alliance, w r ere created by 
me, and subsist unchanged, or, if changed, 
changed only (to use the words of my 
noble and virtuous successor, applied + o 
the principles, of my arrangements in 
the province of 0»idc) * with a view to 
strengthen their principles, and render 

them permanent/ .To sum up all,” 

said he, “ I maintained the provinces of 
my immediate administration iu a state 
of peace, plenty, and security, when every 
other member of the British empire was 
involved in external wars or civil tumults, 
.I raised the collective annual in¬ 
come of the Company’s possessions under 
my administration from three to five 
millions sterling, not of temporary and 
forced exaction, hut of an easy, con¬ 
tinued, and still existing production: the 
surest evidence of a good government, 
improving agriculture, and increasing 
population. To the Commons of Eng¬ 
land, in whose name I fid arraigned for 
desolating the provinces of our dominion 
in India, I dare to reply, that they are, 
and their representatives in parliament 
annually pemist in telling them so, the 
most flourishing of all the states of India, 
It was I who made them so. The valour 
of others acquired, I enlarged, and gave 
shape and consistency to, the dominion 
which you hold there; I preserved it; I 
sent forth its armies with an effectual 
but economical hand through unknown 
and hostile regions, to the support of 
your other Inuiau possessions—- to the 
retrieval of one of them from degradation 
and dishonour, and of the other from 
utter loss and subjection. I maintained 
the wars which were of your formation, 
or that of others, not of mine. When 
you cried out for peace, and your cries 
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rd by those who were the object 
icpri, I resisted this and every other 
species of counteraction by rising in my 
demands; and I accomplished a peace, a 
lasting and, I hope, an everlasting one, 
with one great state. 1 gave you all; 
and you have rewarded me with con¬ 
fiscation, disgrace, and a life of impeach¬ 
ment ! 1 aiu, above all things, desirous 

that your lordships should come to an 
immediate decision upon the evidence 
before you. But if the shortness of time 
should prevent you from complying with 
this my earnest desire, and the trial must 
of necessity, and to iny unspeakable 
sorrow, be prolonged to another session, 
then, my lords, I trust you will not con¬ 
sider me, by anything 7 have said, as 
precluded from adopting such means of 
defence as my counsel may judge most 
advisable for my interest.”* 

The Lords then retired in their accus¬ 
tomed order to their own Ilonsc, and 
there resolved to proceed with the trial 
on the first Tuesday in the next session 
of parliament. 

The war with Tippoo Sultaun con¬ 
tinued to illustrate the extraordinary 
ability and vigour with which Hastings 
had conducted the last and incomparably 
more difficult war, and was the means of 
calling forth in his favour the testimony 
of many men who had the best oppor¬ 
tunities of forming correct opinions and 
estimates. Every ship that arrived from 
Madras or Bengal was full of Hastings’s 
admirers. Every gentleman from India, 
whether in a civil or a military capacity, 
whether in the service of the Compauy or 
in the king’s service, applauded the late 
governor-general wherever he went; and 
by these and other inears a wonderful 
change was effected in public opinion. 
Even the sufferings of the Begums of 
Oude and of the two old unmanned men 
were forgotten; and people preferred 
thinking of the sufferings and the wrongs 
of one who had rendered such brilliant 
services to his country, and had got 
so little by them: for, by this time, 
the Aladdin-lamp stories of Hastings’s 
treasures were all exploded, it. being very 
generally known, and proved beyond the 

* Ann. Itegist.—Accounts of Trial, &c. 


reach of a doubt, that the late ru 
vast empire had brought home 
wealth, and that wh.it he had brought 
was nearly all consumed by the enormous 
expenses atteuding this never-ending trial. 
The public press too rendered Hastings 
very material service, for the number of 
his eulogizers now far exceeded that of 
his vililiers. Continually, letters, re¬ 
marks, statements of facts, appeared in 
the newspapers, written by persons who 
had been in the East, and who had 
learned on the spot the high estimation 
in which lie was held by natives of all 
castes and conditions, as well as by the 
English settlers or employ is in the 
country . Various journalists and pam¬ 
phleteers, including the loose but clever 
Logan, seem to have been regularly re¬ 
tained for the late governor-general by 
Major Scott, who thus made the money 
fly very fast among a hungry herd. 
Burke probably did not much overstate 
the sum when b& declared, as early as 
1 790, when the campaign, in a manner, 
had but begun, that 20,000/, had been 
employed in winning over the press. 
But, besides these writers of “ leaders” 
in newspapers and these hired pam-. 
phleteers, there were other men who did 
tin* work for love. Chamberlain John 
Wilkes, who was now in affluence, and 
who was very capable of doing friendly 
actions for nothing when he was not in 
want of money took up the j>en and 
wrote at least one pamphlet id defence of 
Hastings, who calls the production “ a 
most elegant as well as sensible com¬ 
position.”* 

Ou the l*4th of February of the follow¬ 
ing year (1792), which was the seventy- 
fifth day of actual trial, the court was 
again assembled in Westminster Hall; 
and Mr. Law (afterwards Lord Ellen bo¬ 
rough), the leading counsel for Hastings, 
opened the defence in form. His speech 
occupied three whole days. After Law 
had finished, Plumer, another counsel for 
the defendant, began"; and this learned 
gentleman, as if ambitious to surpass his 
senior, spoke for five mortal days, without 
ever getting beyond the first article of the 

• Letter from Hastings to Mr. Thomson/ in 
Gleig’s Life. . 
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knent, or the Benares charge. It 
Jill the 1st of May that the evi- 
r the defence began to he adduced. 
Printed evidence presented was 
... double the bulk of the managers’ 
evidence—a mass of folio print enough to 
alarm the most laborious lawyer. The 
managers made as many objections to this 
evidence as Mr. Law had made to theirs ; 
and days passed in wearisome wrangling 
and jangling about what was admissible 
and what otherwise. When this was 
over, Dallas, another of the defendant’s 
counsel, summed up the evidence on the 
Benares business, and occupied three days 
in so doing. As soon as he had finished 
the Lords adjourned to the Chamber of 
Parliament, and agreed to proceed with 
tiie trial next session Their lordships, 
however,, did not keep to the day they 
had appointed, for, though parliament re¬ 
assembled on the 18th of December, 1792, 
thev did not resume the trial till the 
Jhth of February, 1793. On this, the 
ninety-sixth day of the trial, Law opened 
the defence on the Begums of Oude 
charge in a speech which lasted two days. 
Then followed evidence, with disputes 
about its reception; another speech from 
the long-winded Dallas, which lasted four 
days* and another from PI tuner, which 
lasted three days. Hastings then read 
another short address to their lordships, 
complaining of the slowness of the pro¬ 
ceedings, and describing his state of sus¬ 
pense as almost insupportable. lie said 
he was resolved to abridge the matter of 
his defence on the other articles, and 
hoped that the managers might conclude 
their reply to it before another ^proroga¬ 
tion. lie averred again that his eminent 
services to his country' had been rewarded 
with injustice and ingratitude. For this 
he was sharply reprehended by Burke, 
who said it was for the Lords to consider 
the propriety of such a speech, applied by 
a culprit, at their bar to the Commons of 
Grei t Britain. Evidence was then pro¬ 
duced on the remaining charges, and a 
mass of testimonials, commendatory let¬ 
ters, and addresses to Hastings from In¬ 
dia were heaped upon the groaning table. 
The proofs as to the comparatively small 
amount of property Hastings had ever 
possessed were clear and satisfactory, and 


fully established the fact that fe\^« 
had ever been more indifferent to mfjnd 
When this evidence was closed, instead of 
leaving it to be summed up by his counsel, 
who in all probability would have occu¬ 
pied eight or ten days, Hastings himself ad¬ 
dressed the court with brevity and great 
force. As he had not to go into the dark 
transactions at Fyzabad—as he had no¬ 
thing to say a bout the Begums and the two 
old men, or even about the transactions at 
Benares, his task was comparatively easy, 
and his words may all be taken as solemn 
truths. He once more protested before 
God that all his most startling actions 
had been done solely for the good of his 
employers and the good of his country, 
mid that he had in no one instance sacri¬ 
ficed his public trust to bis private inte¬ 
rest. He solemnly asseverated that Mr. 
Woodman, his attorney, had received all 
the remittances he had ever made to Eu¬ 
rope ; and that at no time had his whole 
property' exceeded 100,000/.* He al¬ 
lowed that he had raised money and ob¬ 
tained supplies in an irregular manner • 
hut, though he was accused of these irre¬ 
gularities as if they had been committed 
needlessly or for his own personal advan¬ 
tage, they had in fact only been resorted 
to in cases of extreme state necessity, and 
for the benefit of the Company arid the 
British nation. In concluding he charged 
the managers of the impeachment with a 
foul design to prolong the trial till an¬ 
other year; and he implored their lord- 
ships to resist this machination. The de¬ 
fence was terminated on the 28th of May, 
1793. On the return of the Lords to 
their own House they agreed to adjourn 
further proceedings for a fortnight, and 
no longer. Upon this resolution being 
communicated to the Commons, Burke 
complained that, considering the mass of 
evidence to be digested, the time allowed 
was not Sufficient for the managers to 
prepare their reply Burke next pro¬ 
ceeded to censure, with great asperity'. 
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• It appeared titot 238,757/. bad been remitted, 
through tne Company in the name of Mr Hast* 
ings. But Mr. Woodman, his attorney, snore 
that the greater part of this was remitted for 
other persons ; and that the sum remaining in 
his hands, as the property of Mr, Hast inpr, at 
tlie time of his return to England from India, 
was 72,463/. 
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liwbich Hastings had made to 
of Lords, and the language he 
/respecting the House of Com- 
» declared that odium had been 
thrown upon the House of Commons— 
that affronts had been heaped upon the 
managers, the servants of. that House— 
that die managers had been grossly ca¬ 
lumniated. He also alluded to an inci¬ 
dent which had taken place a few days 
before in Westminster Hall, while he 
(Burke) was cross-examining Mr. Anriol, 
one of Hastings's witnesses. Dr. Mark¬ 
ham, Archbishop of York, whose son had 
held a high employment in India under 
tie late governor-general, with some 
unbecoming violence of language and 
gesture told Burke that lie examined the 
witness as if he were examining, not a 
gentleman, but a pickpocket; and that 
the iUiberality and the inhumanity of the 
managers, in the course of this long trial, 
could not have been exceeded by Marat 
and Robespierre, had the conduct of the 
trial been committed to them. To this 
prelatical outbreak Burke, with great 
dignity and presence of mind, had replied 
in the Hall:-—“I have not beard one 
word of what has been spoken, and 1 
shall act us if I had not." But from his 
place in the House of Commons he dis¬ 
played his resentment, giving the arch¬ 
bishop good cause to repent the hasty 
words he had spoken. He moved for a 
committee of the whole House to investi¬ 
gate with all possible publicity the con¬ 
duct of the managers, undertaking to 
prove before it that the managers had 
neither protracted the trial by unneces¬ 
sary delay, nor shortened it to the frus¬ 
tration of justice. Pitt preferred a select 
committee to inquire and report, as being 
more expeditious than a committee of the 
whole House: and this proposition was 
unanimously adopted. On the next day, 
May 29th, tne Lords, being informed by 
a menage from the Commons that more 
time was necessary to the managers to 
prepare their reply., immediately agreed 
to grant a few days more. On the 30th 
the report from the select committee was 
brought up, and a motion was made, and 
carried by a majority of more than two to 
ov.e, that a further day should be desired 
to make the reply in the Hall. As soon 


as this was carried Burke move 

the managers be required to prep __ 

lay before the House the state of the pro¬ 
ceedings in the trial of Warren Hastings, 
Esq .: to relate the circumstances attend¬ 
ing it, and to give their opinion and 
make observations on the same, in expla¬ 
nation of those circumstances." This 
motion was violently opposed and was ne¬ 
gatived by a majority of four votes. On 
Wednesday the 5th of June (1793), Mr. 
Grey said in the House, that it would he 
impossible for the managers to he ready 
bv Monday next, the day fixed by their 
lordships, to reply to a mass of evidence 
which was not yet all printed •, that, con¬ 
sidering the late period of the session, it 
would be impossible to get through the 
remaining business of the trial without 
compromising the claims of justice } and 
that, therefore, he should be ready in his 
place the next day to move that a message 
be sent to the Lords to adjourn further 
proceedings in the trial till the next ses¬ 
sion of parliament, when the Commons 
would be ready to proceed, day by day, 
till final judgment should be given, if 
their lordships thought fit. Dundas gave 
Mr. Grey his real or apparent support ; 
but the motion was negatived by 66 to 
61. Two days after this, on Friday the 
7th of June, Mr. Grey said that he wished 
the House would accept of his resigna¬ 
tion as a manager; that he had to re¬ 
ply to the defence of Mr. Hastings on the 
first, article of the impeachment; that It 
was impossible for him to he ready on 
Monday ; and that, in his distress, he 
mnst apply to the House for advice and 
instruction. Dundas suggested, that the 
best thing to do was for the House to ap¬ 
ply once more to their lordships for a 
little delay. A motion to this effect was 
put, and was carried by 82 to 46. On the 
10th of June, the great appointed Mon¬ 
day, a petition to the Lords was presented 
from Hastings, remonstrating strongly 
against this application for delay. Lord 
Stanhope, a zealous defendant of the late 
governor-general, moved to give notice 
to the Commons that the Lords would 
grant uo more than two days, and would 
proceed on the trial on Wednesday next. 
Lord Abingdon severely condemned this 
proposition, and said it would bring a 





FRANCIS REJECTED AS A WITNESS* 


^ensure on their lordships’ House 
; the application of the Commons, 
u mean,* said his lordship, u by 
-wind, or by some other manoeuvre, 
to get rid of this trial ?” Lord Grenville 
then rose and proposed as an amendment, 
that, instead of Wednesday next, the se¬ 
cond Tuesday in the next, session of par¬ 
liament should be fixed for hearing the 
reply of the managers and continuing the 
trial; and this, after some debate, v/as 
carried by 48 against 21. On the 13th 
of February, 1794, being the one hun¬ 
dred and eighteenth day, their lordships 
resumed their seats in Westminster Hall. 
Hastings’s counsel immediately desired 
that their client might have the advan¬ 
tage of the high evidence of Lord Corn¬ 
wallis, who had just arrived from India. 
The managers having assented to this 
request, not as a right, but as an indul¬ 
gence, their lordships adjourned the trial 
for a week to allow Lord Cornwallis 
time. When the week had expired, 
Cornwallis was very ill, and therefore 
their lordships adjourned for five days 
longer; at the end of which time Hast¬ 
ings’s counsel announced that, in conse¬ 
quence of the continued indisposition of 
Lord Cornwallis, and of their client’s de¬ 
sire for dispatch; they would waive the 
benefit of his lordship's evidence. The 
managers then brought forward evidence 
to rebut the defence on the Benares 
charge, They proposed that Mr. Philip 
Francis should be admitted as a witness 
on this point. This gave rise to a hot 
dispute, which lasted for the greater part 
of two days. At the end of it their lord- 
ships determined that Francis .should not 
be admitted; and when we reflect upon 
the animus, the malice, the whole charac¬ 
ter of that roan, we cannot feel surprised 
at their lordships’ determination. To 
destroy the value of a vote of thanks 
which Hastings had received from the 
court of directors, on his return to Eng- 
land in 1785, the managers offered to 
produce a paper containing sundry cen¬ 
sures, printed by order of the directors in 
1783. This v/as, indeed, preposterous, as 
the document of 1785 did away with the 
censures or criticisms hazarded in 1783, 
when Hastings, yet in India, had had 
time neither to explain all the motives of. 



his conduct to the court of directs 
to complete the great schemes he * 
hand. After his counsel had spoken, 
Hastings himself rose and observed that 
the earlier of the two papers was an ill- 
considered and intemperate act of a court 
of directors who were his political ene¬ 
mies. “ It was,” he said, “ a species of 
unparalleled cruelty to bring it forward 
to oppress a man who had already suf¬ 
fered so much for no other reason, which 
lie could divine, than having at a time of 
great public danger effectually served his 
country and saved India. He relied upon 
their hardships’ humanity, honour, and 
justice, that they would not suffer this 
minute of the censure to be read, it hav¬ 
ing passed at u moment of intemperate 
heat and agitation, jyiyl having been ut¬ 
terly extinguished by a subsequent reso¬ 
lution.’’ Burke rpse as soon as Hastings 
had finished, and contended that it was 
proper to read the paper, because it w as 
an answer to a letter which the prisoner 
had dared to write to the directors, his 
masters, and to print and publish at Cal¬ 
cutta. Here Hastings rose again, and 
said, with great warmth, “ My Lords, I 
affirm that the assertion which your lord- 
ships have just heard from the manager 
is false, 1 never did print or publish any 
letter at Calcutta that I wrote to the 
court of directors. I knew' my duty bet¬ 
ter. That assertion is a libel: it is of a 
piece with everything that I have beard 
uttered since the commencement of this 
trial by that authorised, licensed —{he 
paused for some time, and then added, 
turning to Burke) manager!’* Burke re¬ 
affirmed that Hastings had printed and 
published the letter in Calcutta. Hast¬ 
ings loudly called out to him —“ It is not 
true;” and the counsel said to Burke, 

“ No! No 1” The Lords adjourned to 
consult the judges, and, in conformity 
with the opinion of the judges, they, on 
the following day, announced to the ma¬ 
nagers that the paper could not be given 
in evidence. On the 1st of March their 
lordships announced that they were averse 
to proceed in this important business, 
which so constantly gave rise to questions 
in law', without the assistance of the 
judges; and that, therefore, on account 
of their absence ou the circuit, they must 
Y 2 
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l^he court to the 7th of April. 
! tyfo of March Bui ice succeeded, in 
sc of Commons, in getting the 
uj^ers themselves appointed a commit¬ 
tee to inspect the journals of the Lords, 
and to examine into the mode of pro¬ 
cedure adopted on the trial; and on 
the 17th of the same month, it was or¬ 
dered, on Burke’s notion, that the mana¬ 
gers should lay before the House the cir¬ 
cumstances which had retarded the pro¬ 
gress of the said trial, &c. When their 
lordships re-assembled in Westminster 
Hall, Lord Cornwallis, having recovered 
from his illness, was examined on behalf 
of Hastings, and spoke highly of the 
merits of his administration and ma¬ 
nagement, of affairs in times of unprece¬ 
dented difficulties. Cornwallis, indeed, 
seemed to admit — what no man in his 
senses ever doubted—that Hastings had 
at times gone beyond the strict limit of 
law or right, as every statesman in his 
circumstances must have done. To the 
most serious charges, and the least de¬ 
fensible — such as the treatment of the 
Begums and the two old eunuchs —Corn¬ 
wallis could not speak, having no direct 
or personal knowledge of the matter; but 
iu what might bear a reference to the 
case of the Kajah of Benares, his lordship 
said that he did not know that the govern¬ 
ment of Bengal had any right to call 
upon the tributary priuces, in time of 
war, for any aids or sums of money over 
and above what they had agreed to pay; 
and that, for his own part, he had never 
demanded any such extra aids. But, if 
Lord Cornwallis had been in the same 
straits a:> Warren Hastings, would he not 
have demanded extra aids, and resorted to 
extraordinary measures, rather than have 
witnessed the ruin of the British empire 
in India ? After the examination of his 
lordship, some days were ..passed in ex¬ 
amining a Mr, Larkins, who had recently 
returned from India, and in disputing 
about the admissibility of some of his 
evidence. The testimony of this gentle- 
mar;, whose examination was insisted 
upon, not by Hastings, but by the mana¬ 
gers, went to prove the defendant’s ex¬ 
treme disinterestedness in money matters. 
On the first day of his examination, Hast¬ 
ings again implored the court to expedite 



the business. He had heard, hs 

report that parliament would sfe__ 

prorogued; and therefore he conjured 
them to come to an end before the ses¬ 
sion came to an end, for il human patience 
(meaning no disrespect to the Lords) could 
not sustain this eternal trial.” And on 
the next day, while the managers and his 
counsel were wrangling, he repeated his 
prayer that their lordships would con¬ 
tinue to sit and finish the trial in this pre¬ 
sent session. After numerous disputes 
and interruptions, during which Burke 
more than once lost all control over his 
temper, and said things quite as violent 
and indiscreet as the outbreak of the 
Archbishop of York, the evidence was 
all closed on the 6th of May, the hundred 
and twenty-ninth day of the trial. Then 
the managers began to sum up the evi¬ 
dence in reply: Mr. Grey, ou the Benares 
charge ; Sheridan, on the Begum charge ; 
Fox, on the charge about presents; and 
Taylor, on that about contracts, loans, 
&c. When these gentlemen had occupied 
seven days with their speeches, Burke 
commenced on the 28th of May his con¬ 
cluding speech, which occupied the court 
nine more days. While Burke was in 
the midst of it, or when he had spoken 
for three days, Hastings again addressed 
a petition to the House of Lords for dis¬ 
patch, and to entreat their lordships “ to 
become suitors to his majesty’s goodness 
on liis behalf, that the present session of 
parliament might be permitted to con¬ 
tinue till the reply on the part of the 
honourable managers for the House of 
Commons be fully and finally closed.” 
In consequence of this application Burke 
broke the thread of his long oration to 
complain both of the House of Lords and 
of the prisoner; of the latter for writing 
an audacious libel under the name of a 
petition; and of the Lords for having 
recorded it in their journals. He then 
resumed his speech, which was concluded 
on the 10th of June. The business now 
hurried to its end. On the 20th of June, 
Pitt moved, in the House of Commons, a 
vote of thanks to the managers for their 
faithful management in the discharge of 
the trust reposed iu them. The motion 
w'as seconded by the “ India minister” 
Dundas, who, ns well as bis friend and 
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' the Chancellor of the Kx- 
4wlared that the managers were 
/to the gratitude of parliament 
andjMir country; and that if vexatious 
delays had occurred, it was no fault of 
theirs. Mr. Sumner, after expressing 
his regret at being obliged to vote against 
the minister, and his enthusiastic admira¬ 
tion of the character and abilities of Hast¬ 
ings, said he should have little objection 
to the vote of thanks if only Burke were 
excluded from it. Mr. Wig ley and seve¬ 
ral others agreed with Simmer, and would 
vote for the motion if Burke were ex¬ 
cepted, and the thanks “given to all the 
rest of the managers. Long before this 
the rupture between Burke and Fox had 
severed the Whig party, and Burke was 
now sitting on the ministerial benches; 
but Fox v, as not therefore disposed to in¬ 
dulge in the paltry malice of supporting 
Sumner’s proposition at the expense of 
his old friend and teacher, who had taken 
the lead in the impeachment, and without 
whom, in all probability, no impeachment 
whatever would have been begun. Fox 
and his friends disclaimed the invidious 
distinction which was attempted to be 
made between them and their distin¬ 
guished leader; and they called it a 
miserable affectation to pretend to feel 
disgust at the strong lonjpage which 
Burke had occasionally used, but which, 
they said, was only the natural language 
of a strong indignation at vices and 
crimes of which all the managers believed 
the party impeached to have been guilty. 
Pitt’s motion for the vote of thanks to all 
the managers w ns carried by 50 against 21. 
The prorogation of parliament took place a 
few Jays after, eo that no further proceed¬ 
ings could be hrd until the next session. 

On the 13th of January, 1795, their 
lordships returned to the business, and 
appointed a committee to inspect their 
journals for precedents of the mode of 
giviug judgment on trials of high crimes 
and misdemeanors. The report of this 
committee was referred to a committee 
of che whole House, whose deliberations 
thereupon were prolonged from tin* 2nd 
to the 31st of March. Thurlow, who 
had descended from the woolsack to 
make way for his much-hated rival 
Loughborough, continued to take the 



side most favourable to Hastings jWjJh 
X>ouglil)orougb; us a matter of eour 
ranged on the opposite extreme. Ttd 
low maintained that, from the evidence 
produced by the managers, no crimi¬ 
nal act whatsoever was proved: Lough¬ 
borough, with an equal show of logic 
and law, insisted that the managers and 
their evidence proved nearly all the a'le¬ 
gations. Although the Lords, at the be¬ 
ginning of the trial, had insisted that the 
evidence should be given in a lump; they 
now determined to judge of the a i tides 
one by one, and even to break some of 
them into several parts, arid to decide 
upon them separately. The mode of pro¬ 
cedure they adopted was to decide upon 
each part or point three several times; 
first, in a committee of the whole House: 
next, in the House itself, and the third 
time, as judges in Westminster Hall. The 
report of the ,committee was altogether 
favourable to Hastings. On the 17th of 
April the House determined the form of 
the questions which were to be put to the 
Lords in Westminister Hall; and on the 
23rd of the same month they proceeded 
to judgment On this last dnv of the 
trial public curiosity, which had so long 
slept, seemed to be revived, and the an¬ 
cient Hall was almost as much crowded 
as on the first day. Nearly the length 
of one of the seven ages, which the 
greatest of all poets has allotted to man, 
hud elapsed since that first day of won¬ 
der and excitement, and more than usu¬ 
ally great had been the changes which 
had taken place in the long interval. Of 
one hundred and sixty noble lords that 
had walked in the procession on the first 
day, sixty were now in their graves. 
The close friendship in which the chief 
managers were then liuked was now more 
dead thau death; the ties of party had 
been snapt asunder; everything seemed 
changed. The young and light-hearted, 
who had come to the first clay’s pageant 
as to a festival, were now middle-aged 
and care-worn; and the men that were 
robust and comely at the commencement 
of the trial, were now—and none more so 
than Burke —withered and shrunk. Hast¬ 
ings might well say the arraignment had 
taken place before one generation, and the 
judgment was pronounced before another * 
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itv-nine Peers attended in the 
ote. The question on the first 
put bv Loughborough, as Lord 
High Steward for the trial; and it was 
first puc to the youngest of the peers:— 
u Ih Warren Hastings, Esquire, Guilty or 
Not Guilty of high crimes and misdemean¬ 
ors, charged ivy the Commons in the 
first article of charge ?— George Lord 
Douglas (Earl of Morton in Scotland), 
hpw says year Lordship, is Warren Hast¬ 
ings, Esquire, Guilty or Not Guilty of 
the said charge ? M And hereupon Lord 
Douglas stood up, uncovered, and laying 
his right hand ou his breast, pronounced 
—“ Not G uilty, upon my honour!” The 
question was then put successi vely to all 
the other peers present. Tvrenty-three said 
“ Not Guilty, ’’ and only six said 
“ Guilty/’* On the other charges the 
majority in Hastings’s favour was still 
greater; and on several of them ho was 
unanimously acquitted* When all the 
charges had been put and severally an¬ 
swered by that thin attendance of peeiv, 
Hastings was eulied to the bar, and, in 
tlio not very friendly voice of Lough¬ 
borough, informed that he was acquitted 
by the Lords, and solemnly discharged. 
Hastings bowed gracefully and retired; 
and the curtain fell on this long drama.f 

He was acquitted ; but, if his honour 
and character were cleared, his purse, in 
a worse sense, was cleared also; and for 
some time there seemed a chance of his 
concluding his eventful career on the 
debtors' side of some English prison. 
Besides the enormous expenses of the 
trial, the sums paid to Law, Pluniei, Dal¬ 
las, and his other lawyers, to the news¬ 
paper men and the pamphleteers, he had 

* Those who said Not Guilty were — Lord 
Dougins, Lord Fife, Lord Somers, Lord Rmvdon 
(Earlot Moira). Lord Waisingham. Lord Thur- 
iow, Lord Hawke, Lord Boston, Lord Sumlys, 
Lord Mid diet oi'. the Bishop of Rochester (Dr. 
Horsley), the Bishop of Bangor <J)r. Wurreu), 
Viscounts Sidney and Falmouth, tho Karls of 
IVwcheshr. Beverley, Warwick, and Coventry, 
Marquess Towuseud. the Dukes of Bridgewater 
ai d Leeds, the Earl of Mansfield, and the Arc'll* 
bishop of York. Those who said Guilty were — 
the Karla of Carnarvon, Radnor, Fitz william, 
and Suffolk, the Duke of Norfolk, and the Lord 
Ci i aue-el lor Loughborouuh. 

t II st. of the Trial*—Ana. Regist.—Mill, 
Hist. Brit. lad. 



laid out or contracted debts to the i 
of about 40,000/. in bmhtirtg, 
and improving; for, just ;.s the trial be¬ 
gan, he succeeded in purchasing Dayles- 
ford, the seat of l \h ancestors, which had 
been alienated more than seventy years. 
Ah the old manor-house was in ruins, he 
had knocked it down and had built a 
new one; he had dug a lake, constructed 
a grotto, and laid out the grounds with 
great taste. Probably some of the money 
which his wife had saved had been spent 
for these purposes, for it was nearly all 
gone, and her husband was deeply in 
debt..* Pitt had spoken in the House of 
Commons about indemnification, if the 
charges should not he made good; bet there 
was slight hope that the Chancellor ot 
the Exchequer, hampered tor ways and 
means to prosecute trie terrible war rag¬ 
ing with France, would ever attempt to 
carry a grant of public money for this 
object. The great house in Louden hall- 
street afforded a better prospect than St. 
Stephen’s Chapel; and it seemed natural 
to expect that the court of directors 
would make up his lasses, and afford him 
the means of living in comfort for the 
rest of his days. In effect, at the desire 
of nine proprietors, a general court of the 
East India Company was held on the 29th 
of May (1795), nt which two revolutions 
were passed, recommending that indem¬ 
nification should lie made by the Com¬ 
pany to Mr. Hastings for the legal ex¬ 
penses he had incurred ; and that, in con¬ 
sideration of his important services, a 
pension of 5000/. n year should be granted 
to him and his representatives during the 
term of the Company’s exclusive trade. 
Both these questions were determined by 
ballot in the affirmative, within five days 
of their being first proposed. Hastings 
thought that all his expenses in the pro¬ 
secution should be paid, not by the Com¬ 
pany, but by the nation, who, through the 
House of Commous. had undertaken the 
impeachment. It is said that he had 
even refused to apply to the Company in 

* Tho original purchase-money for Daylesford 
ww no great stun* '* From an entry in his diary, 
dated the i6th of August, 1 9nd that he 

that diy completed the purchase, and that the first 
cost, mol mi nig an annuity of 100 L a-year to Mr. 
Knight and his wife, amounted barely toll, 400/.’* 
— Gleig^ Li/e. 
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Land that his friends had made 
tion in spite of* him. “ I feel/’ 
a letter to one of these friends, 
with you, that I shail suffer 
great injustice, if. after having been ac¬ 
quitted on every charge, 1 he left to pay 
my own costs during the trial; but my 
claim lies not against the Company, but 
against the British nation. I have been 
subjected to a long, and, as the issue has, 
proved, an unmerited prosecution, at the 
instance of the people of England, or at 
least of their representatives. It is for 
the country at large, not for auy corpo¬ 
rate body of its inhabitants, to replace me 
on the ground which I occupied ere the 
prosecution began; and if parliament re¬ 
fuse this act of justice, l must submit. 
I cau have no claim whatever upon the 
court of directors.”* But Pitt and his 
government were not only disinclined to 
make any grant of public money, but 
were also determined to throw obstruc¬ 
tions in the way of the generosity or 
common justice of the Company. By 
Pitt’s India Bill, the power of the Com- 

S to recompense their servants and 
:\dems bad been very considerably 
restrained. The court of proprietors mid 
the court of directors united could no 
longer vote away sums of money out of 
the territorial revenue, without the sanc¬ 
tion of the beard of control, which meant, 
of course, the sanction of the ministry of 
the day. In the present instance the 
board of control showed no alacrity or 
good will. They returned no answer 
whatever to the application made by the 
directors till the beginning of the follow¬ 
ing year (1796). In the mean time they 
had consulted the attorney and solicitor 
general as to the strict legal interpreta¬ 
tion of the restricting clause.* in the bill; 
and, when they sent in their ta'/dy an¬ 
swer to Lcadonhall Street, it was about 
equally unfavourable to the gran dug of 
money for paying the law expenses as to 
the granting the pension or annuity. 
7'his left Hastings in a cruel dilemma, 
oppressed with debt, with a ministry who 
would neither give nor let give, with a 
prison staring him in the face. The 
majority both of the court of proprietors 

* Letter in Gleig’s Life. 


aud of the court of directors felfl 
trying situation, and were sincere! 
nest in their endeavours to relieveftim. 
At nearly every meeting they took the sub¬ 
ject of h:s losses and embarrassments into 
consideration; they made fresh applica¬ 
tions to the board of coutrol: they entered 
into a long controversy with the govern¬ 
ment; and some of them privately lent 
Hastings .money to enable him to quiet a 
few of his most troublesome creditors. 
At one time, if is said, the late governor- 
gene,*al of India, who had managed so 
many millions of money, and disposed of 
principalities and powers was left in so 
sad a state of impecuniosity, as not to 
have wherewith to pay his weekly bills. 
Luckily Hastings had none of the morbid 
irritability of Lord Clive—luckily his 
liver was not a diseased, but a sound 
one, and he bad no chronic spasms or 
malady of any kind—or he might, have 
made ins exit from this world as his pre¬ 
decessor had done \ At length, however, 
after frequent representations and remon¬ 
strances from the proprietors and direc¬ 
tors, a sort of compromise, sufficiently 
mean and absurd, was entered into by 
the board of control anti the directors. 
On the 7th of March (1790) it was an¬ 
nounced at a general court ar Leadenhall 
Street, that the board of control and the 
court of directors had agreed to grant to 
Hastings an annuity of 4000/. for twenty- 
eight years and a half, to date from 
June the 24th, 1785. Nothing was deter¬ 
mined respecting the reimbursement of 
his law expenses: but, in order to relievo 
him from his embarrassments, a. sum of 
50,000/. was lent to him by the Com¬ 
pany, for eighteen years and without in¬ 
terest. 

We have left to others the task of 
representing this extraordinary and in¬ 
disputably great man as a perfect being 
without spot or blemish ; and have en¬ 
deavoured to show the evil as well as the 
good that was in him, charitably inti¬ 
mating that tire far greater part of the 
evil arose out of his Indian education, the 
loose and at times infamous policy of his 
employers, the tremendous difficulties of 
his situation, and the vehement passion 
which we fancy every Englishman must 
have felt in contending, in a season of 
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vai 1 dominion of Hindustan. 
pxr^spw seems to have forgiven in 
he never forgave 1)undos or 
Pitt, from whom he had at first expected 
not enmity, but favour and support; and 
he was ready to indulge his animosity 
against Pitt even at the expense of pol ; ti- 
cal principle, and at the risk of seriously 
injuring his country. lie, however, had 
little opportunity of gratifying this dan¬ 
gerous revenge, for he had no wealth to 
make him considerable as an owner of 
seats and a controller of votes in parlia¬ 
ment, and no ability as a public speaker. 
He was too old to «acquire the latter 
habit, being considerably past sixty be¬ 
fore he was acquitted and set at some 
case in his circumstances. He continued, 
indeed, to exercise some trifling influence 
and patronage in the East India House, 
where he was often anxiously consulted; 
but he never got into the House of Com¬ 
mons. The last twenty-four years of his 
life—for so long did lie survive his ac¬ 
quittal— were spent chiefly at Dayles- 
iord, of which he made a beautiful place. 
Though excluded from power and dig¬ 
nity, though deprived of the coron< t and 
the red riband with which his hopes had 
flattered him when he quitted India, he 
had, most happily, tastes, habits, and pur¬ 
suits which made retirement not only 
«n endurable, but a joyous thing. He 
delighted in equestrian exercise, and in 
riding through a pleasant country on 
beautiful high-bred Arab horses • lie was 
a farmer, a landscape gardener, a rearer 
of cattle, and an enthusiastic horticul¬ 
turist and lover of flowers. He was, 
moreover, a busy writer both in prose and 
verse, addicting himself as he grew' older 
more exclusively to rhyming; but not¬ 
withstanding the 11 laud its of his biogra¬ 
pher, it may be doubted whether Hast¬ 
ings’s poetry ever ranged above that, 
pleasant gentlemanly order called “occa¬ 
sional verses,” or vers de socirttf, in which 
he himself evidently intended it to rank.* 

* Air. Gleig more than half threatens the pub¬ 
lic with a whole volume of the poetical effusions 
which the ex-govornor-peneml used to read to his 
guests at the breakfr^Mable at Daylosford ; hut 
we hope, for Hastings's sake, that the revere.ul 
biographer will never put this threat into execu¬ 
tion. 



He bred horses, reared sheep, 
locks, and made various experin 
the introduction of new plants and ani¬ 
mals. He tried to naturalise in England 
that delicious fruit of Bengal, the leechee; 
he imported seeds and slips of* a very 
fine kind of apple-tree which grew in the 
governor's villa of Allipore, rear Cal¬ 
cutta ; he attempted to naturalise the 
goat of the table-land of Thibet, w hose 
down supplies the materials for the finest 
shiwls of Cashmere, as also the breed of 
cattle of Bootan, whose peculiar tails are 
considered a great beauty, and are in 
high esteem in the East as the best fans 
for driving away the musquitos. At the 
same time he suggested to his friends 
in India various improved methods for 
growing grasses, feeding elephants, See. 
ccc. His letters at this time are chiefly 
the letters of a gentleman farmer, abound¬ 
ing in little traits of character which 
make one love the man. Notwithstand¬ 
ing his advancing years and his pleasant 
occupations, he hod, however, occasional 
visitations of ambition. On the death of 
Pitt and the breaking up of the Tory 
cabinet in 1800, he put himself forward 
as a Whig, and wrote to Colonel Mac- 
Mahon, the private secretary of the 
Prince of Wales, to request an audience 
of the prince, who had on various occa¬ 
sions treated him with much kindness. 
The audience was immediately granted, 
and Hastings was received at Carlton 
House with every mark of respect To 
the prince’s question, “ What were the 
specific objects he looked to?” he re¬ 
plied, not without some symptoms of se¬ 
nility, that his first object had once bo;-;n 
public employment -employment either 
in the hoard of control or the government 
of India; but that now he had relin¬ 
quished all such thoughts, which, perhaps, 
he ought never to have entertained ; that 
his next view was to obtain some repara¬ 
tion from the House of Commons for the 
injuries which lie had sustained from their 
impeachment, particularly as, though ac¬ 
quitted, he yet stood branded on their 
records as a traitor to his country and 
false to his trust; that the third point on 
which he had wished to speak regarded 
the expectations which his royal highness 
had himself excited in the breast of that 









THE END OF HASTINGS. 


_ whose wishes he had ever pre- 

Tns own. [This, of course, al- 
x German-born wife, his 14 ele- 

Marian,” who was very desirous of 
becoming an English peeress.] "Though 
the best, the most amiable of women,” 
said Hastings (who informs us that the 
prince responded u She is so”), "she is 
still ft woman, and would prefer her par¬ 
ticipation in a title to any benefit that 
could he bestowed upon me.” His royal 
highness thought that there would be no 
harm in his trying for the peerage ; said 
he must employ Lord Grenville aud 
Lord Moira to bring it about, and hade 
him go immediately to Moira, and toll 
his lordship that he (the pvinec) desired 
it. The coronet, however, was found not 
to be attainable; and he was fain, as he 
expressed it, 4 ‘to be content to go down 
to the grave with the plain name of 
Warren Hastings.”* It appears he never 
again attempted to obtain either title or 
office,. and that this disappointment did 
not long disturb his happy disposition; 
and, though he never obtained any re¬ 
paration from the House of Commons, he 
lived to see himself received in that 
assembly with extraordinary marks of 
reverence or respect. In IS 13, when the 
East India Company's charter was to be 
renewed, much discussion took place in 
parliament, and it was determined to ex¬ 
amine at the bar, among other witnesses, 
this remarkable old man. The Commons 
received him with acclamations, ordered 
a chair to be set for him, and, when he 
retired, rose and uncovered—all but one 
or two who had been managers at the 
trial,! and a very few of their friends, 
who believed, with them, that the im¬ 
peachment bad not been unnecessary, 
and that Hastings's character had not 
been purified by the ordeal. 44 This ex¬ 
amination of Hastings,” says one present, 
who had himself recently returned from In¬ 
dia, 44 was a very striking exhibition. The 

* Hastings's own Diary, as cited by Gleig. 

f These managers sat in the very same seats 
which they had occupied in 1795, when they had 
leceived the vote of thanks, moved by Pitt, for 
the services they had rendered in Westminster 
Hall; for, by the courtesy and usage of the 
IfouNe, n member who has been once thanked in 
his place, is considered as having a right to that 
place ever afterwards, 



appearance of a man of fine eounp 
and in possession of spirit and > 
as well as understanding, at th< distance 
of thirty years after he had retired from 
the supreme government,, respectfully 
listened to as a witness, at the same bar 
where be had been arraigned as a culprit, 
created a strong interest."* In the House 
of Lords, where h\was examined shortly 
after, he was received with equal respect. 
He was now eighty-one years old, “ too 
late a week,” one might have thought, 
for academical honours ; yet the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford chose this season for con¬ 
ferring on ‘him the honorary degree of 
doctor of laws ; and when the octogena¬ 
rian went into the Sheldonian thoatr e, the 
junior members of the university rose to 
a man and greeted him with tumultuous 
cheering. The oration in Latin was deli¬ 
vered by Dr. Pbillhnore ; and Mr. Elijah 
Harwell Impey, one of the sons of his 
friend and fellow-sufferer, Sir Elijah Im¬ 
pey, wrote a poem in English on the occa¬ 
sion, describing, in spirited verse, the great 
man’s career, and coupling him with 
Nelson, who had fallen at Trafalgar, and 
with Wellington, who „ had triumphed 
over the French in the Peninsula, as a 
great benefactor of his country. In 18H 
Hastings unexpectedly received an official 
intimation that the prince regent had 
added his name to the list of privy coun¬ 
cillors ; and that his presence w as desired 
at the next meeting of the council, in 
order to his being sworn hi. He hastened 
from Daylesford to accept the honour; 
and he was admitted to a long audience 
by the regent. ?u the summer of the 
same year, when the allied sovereigns 
came over to England and visited Ox¬ 
ford, Hastings was especially invited by 
the University to weei them ther •; and 
his entrance into the Sheldonian theatre 
was again hailed with the noisiest accla¬ 
mations of the undergraduates. He fol¬ 
lowed the sovereigns to London, and was 
present as a guest at the magnificent 
entertainment which the citv gave to 
them in Guildhall on the 18th of June. 
On tfm occasion the prince regent him¬ 
self presented him to the Emperor of 


* Letter of Sir James Mackintosh, dated April 
the 3rd, 1813, iu Lire by his Son, 
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^ie King of Prussia, as one of 
t men of this country; and 
/publicly that higher honours 
"seat in the privy council were in 
store for him—that he should yet be 
honoured as he deserved. But nothing 
came of these fine promises; and, in the 
midst of all these nattering distinctions, 
he was again allowed to be distressed by 
pecuniary cares; for his resources, after 
his law expenses and his other debts 
had been discharged, were not very con¬ 
siderable, and his fanning, planting, and 
experimentalising, the hospitality he con¬ 
stantly kept up at Daylesford, and his 
sundry other tastes and habits, were rather 
costly. He had been compelled by fresh 
debts to apply to the court of directors 
once or twice before for assistance, which 
had not been refused; and now in the 
eighty-second year of his age, he appeared 
again before the directors as a suitor, for 
he had outlived the period for which his 
annuity had been fixed, and there was 
nothing except that provision between 
him and pauperism. After some delay 
the court of directors agreed to continue 
the annuity for the term of his natural 
life. Hastings, of himself, or through 
liis friends, had ventured to ask that the 
annuity should bo raised to 5000/., and 
that the name of Mrs. Hastings should 
l>e included in the grant; but the court 
declined acceding to either of these pro¬ 
positions, and at this Hastings was much 
hurt, for, though he had no children to 
provide for, lie was anxious for his much- 
loved wife, who was likely to survive 
him, and who did survive him a good 
number of years. Tt appears, however, 
that the elastic-minded old man did not 
long permit these things to depress him. 
In 1816, when in the eighty-fourth year 
of his age, he rebuilt tbe old parish 
church of Daylesford, which stood upon 
his own land, urging on the work with 
characteristic eagerness, and pleasantly 
boasting, when it was finished, that he 
had done it all in just four months. At 
last, on the 22nd of August, 1818, he 
died, and was interred, behind the chancel 
of that church, among the bones and dust 
of his ancestors. His clear intellect was 
uuclouded to the last, his illness was very 
short, and he met death with the utmost 



composure. Among his numerou 
and the great deeds that will p* _ 
his name in the history of bis country, 
must he mentioned the noble encourage¬ 
ment he gave while in power to liberal 
studies and curious researches. He pa¬ 
tronised most liberally travels in the 
various countries of the Hast, experi¬ 
ments, institutions for promoting educa¬ 
tion, publications, and all useful or ele¬ 
gant projects. As well by his example 
as by bis munificence he gave an impulse 
to learning in the indolent atmosphere of 
Bengal. He acquired himself a deep 
knowledge of Persian and Arabic litera¬ 
ture ; and, though he did not learn that 
mysterious and jealously guarded lan¬ 
guage himself, he was the first that suc¬ 
ceeded in gaining the confidence of the 
Puudits, or hereditary priests of India, 
whereby he obtained for other English 
scholars and students the key to Sanscrit, 
and to the secrets of the ancient Brah- 
minical theology and jurisprudence.. It 
was under his protection that the Asiatic 
Society commenced its career ; and it was 
during his administration that English¬ 
men really began to acquire that know¬ 
ledge of India, and the character, habits, 
and institutions of the people, without 
which our anomalous empire could not 
have been maintained for any length of 
time. 

The fate of Hastings’s friend Sir Elijah 
Irapey was rather different. Through 
his triumphant refutation of the Nunco- 
mar charge, his prosecution or persecution 
was of but very short duration, and he 
continued to retain the friendship and re¬ 
gard of his earlier acquaintance, and of 
some of the most eminent and best men 
of the day. At the general election in 
1790, Sir Elijah, by means of a committee, 
canvassed Stafford, and thought of con¬ 
testing that borough with Sheridan, who, 
next to Burke, had been the bitterest of 
his assailants. All the electioneering 
tricks were resorted to by the Sheridan 
party, who, regardless of the decision of 
the House of Commons, placarded the 
late chief justice of Bengal as the in¬ 
famous murderer of Nuncomar, and 
carried in their processions pictures of a 
man hanging on a gallows, with other in¬ 
genious devices to exasperate the popular 
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the new candidate. Some 
or, however, Sir Elijah took 
he House of Commons as re- 
^eghfctive of the borough of New Rom¬ 
ney, About tbe your 1797 ho retired into 
private life. In the mean time the for¬ 
tune which he laid made in India, and 
which was never more than a moderate 
one, had been greatly reduced through a 
too credulous belief m the stability of the 
financial system of M. Necker. The costs 
incidental to his defence in .the House of 
Commons—for which he was never re¬ 
munerated—had not been inconsiderable j 
he was apprehensive of increased ex¬ 
pense from an impending impeachment, 
which would have ruined him; and, na¬ 
turally anxious about a provision for his 
wife and children, he yielded, like many 
others at that time who had less reason, to 
the temptation of high interest, and in¬ 
vested a great par!, of his capital in the 
French funds. There it could not ha ve 
been touched by managers of impeach¬ 
ments and lawyers in Westminster Hall; 
but the fist-coming Revolution swept it 
all away, passing its remorseless sponge 
at once over capital and interest. This 
investment being lost at the commence¬ 
ment of the troubles in France, and not 
recovered till after his death, at the peace 
of Paris, and then only in part, Sir Elijah 
parted with his house in London, and 
lived entirely at a country-house, Newi'ck 
Park, in Sussex, which he rented of Lord 
Vernon. There was not a man living in 
that distinguished neighbourhood, where 
good men were not and are not scarce, 
more generally esteemed for kindness of 
heart aud for all the social virtues; and 
many who arc still liviug can bear ample 
testimony to the fact,’* For die sake of 
his children who are yet living, and whose 
very reverence and fond attachment to his 
memory prove that he was no common 
man, we venture upon these details, which 
more properly belong to biography than 
to history ; and we do it the more readily 
and earnestly because their hearts have 
been made to bleed by the severity of the 
recent attacks on their father’s memory. 
Sir Elijah died on tbe 12th of October, 

* Private information, authenticated by letter*, 

&c. 



1809, aged seventy-six, and was\ 
at Hammersmith, the place of his Lmj 
where a plain tablet marks the spot wh 
he lies-* 

Until death removed that eminent states¬ 
man, Lord Shelburne, the first Marquess 
of Lansdowne, (in 1805,) Impey retained 
his friendship and frequent intercourse, 
which assuredly would never have been 
the case if the least doubt had existed in 
his lordship's mind us to any part of his 
judicial conduct in I ndia. The friendship 
with Hastings, with the most fnmilav corre¬ 
spondence, continued undisturbed till 1m- 
pey’s ow n decease, and was then continued 
by Hastings to his widow and children. In 
d isproof of a very mischievous report that 
there existed i, difference between Mm 
and his official brother, Sir Robert Cham¬ 
bers, their intimacy continued when 
Chambers returned to England, and, 
when that friend and familiar associate 
of Dr. Johnson died at Paris in the year 
1803, Sir Elijah paiu the last offices of 
friendship by attending his funeral. When 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, as Lord Minto, went 
to India as governor-general in 1807, he 
patronised to his utmost and showed every 
possible kindness to a son of Sir Elijah 
Impey, who was in the country, in the 
Company’s service. Sir Gilbert, it will 
be remembered, had moved the impeach¬ 
ment, ami had made the terrible speech 
in the House of Commons, charging Im- 

* An anecdote is related in his family, which 
shows the gentleness of the old man's disposition. 
When he was dying it was necessary to remove 
ldm from a couch to Im bed: during this opera¬ 
tion he leaned unintentionally with his whole 
weight on a female domestic, who shrunk with 
some little exclamation of pain: his last intel¬ 
ligible words were, “ I fear I hurt you, my 
dear ” He vividly retained Ids classical recol¬ 
lect,ions in old age, in pain, and almost in death. 
As they were applying leeches, he recited Horace's 
line— 

Non miwura cutim nisi plena mruoris birudo. 

At Cambridge Impey had obtained very high 
academical honour*, on commencing batchelor of 
arts as fellow of Trinity College. In Use Cam¬ 
bridge Calendar, under the head"f Triposes, a.d, 
175G, the second name on the column is * Imbey 
(B), Col. Trinit. The marks designate that ho 
whs fellow of a college, and had obtained the 
junior chancellor’s medal, instituted in 1752, and 
for which rone are qualified to contend who 
have no*, previously won a mathematical prixe. 
In other words, Irapev was junior wrangler and 
chancel?or > medalist. 
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(legal murder of Nuncomar, 
©king Sir Elijah Impey, Sir 
laid in a manner assailed 
and memory of Ms own 
brother • and now, perhaps, as Lord 
Miuto, he was anxious to make some 
amends to both by his friendship and pa¬ 
tronage to ImpeyV. son. 

Yet Burke peisisted to the last hour of 
his life in believing and asserting his be¬ 
lief, in nil places and on all occasions, 
that Warren Hastings, at least, was guilty 
of Ml the crimes that had been charged 
against him; aud that the impeachment, 
w hich had cost him such an immensity of 
toil, was a necessary and a holy work. 
In 1796, when the trial had been oisposed 
of, he said:—Were I to call for a re¬ 
ward, which I have never done, it should 
be for those services in w hich, for fourteen 
years without intermission, I showed the 
most industry and had the least success— 
I mean in the affairs of India. They are 
those ou which I value myself the most 
—most for the importance, most for the 
labour, most for the judgment, most for 
the constancy aud perseverance in the 
pursuit. Others may value them most for 
the intention. In that, surely, they are 
not mistaken,”* When Burke wrote 
these words he had achieved wbat others 
considered the greatest work of his whole 
life, literary and political; he had pub¬ 
lished his “ Reflections,” he had exposed 
and held up to detestation the French re¬ 
volution, and he had broken for ever with 
his party aud his friends rather than suffer 
them to harangue and write the people, of 
England into a reverence 'and imitation 
of that revolution. The very men who 
had thought him insane in taking up the 
dark suggestions of Philip Francis, and 
in declaiming against Hastings and Impey 
as he had done, amt in driving on an im¬ 
peachment through so many years when 
all the world had grown w ?ary of it, 
except the lawyers who pocketed the fees, 
now looked upon him as inspired by the 
spirit of prophecy and uneartfily wisdom, 
and considered the services he had most 
recently rendered to government, morals, 
and social order, as the sublimest of all 
his works, the greatest of all possible be- 


• letter to a Noble Lord on hit Pension, 


nefita. But not so Burke : he\j^fciled 
to believe that hi.s great workTynl IheJ 
having exposed the dark deeds which had 
been committed in India, aud in his 
having rendered difficult the recurrence 
of any such deeds. In 1796, when his 
heart was chastened with sorrows, when 
his only son had sunk into the grave, and 
when he himsel f was rapidly approaching 
the house appointed for all that live, he 
remonstrated with a friend whohad ven¬ 
tured to speak of Hastings with respect 
and kindness. ** 1 am surprised, ’ said 
he, “ at your spe aking of such a man as 
Hastings with any degree of respect; at 
present I say nothing of those who chose 
to take his guilt upon themselves. I do 
not say l am not deeply concerned; God 
forbid that I should speak any other lan¬ 
guage. Others may be content to preva¬ 
ricate in judgment; it is not my taste': 
but they who attack me for my fourteen 
years’ labours on that subject, ought not 
to forget that I always acted under public 
authority, and not of my own fancy ; and 
that, in condemning me, they asperse the 
whole House of Commons for conduct 
continued for the greater part of three 

f ttirbaments.” Even when quite brokea- 
learted and dying, and anxious to forgive 
and to be forgiven of all men, he thought 
of Warren Hastings in this hard manner. 
It was, as we have said, in Burke’s na¬ 
ture to be rather over-vehement and ex¬ 
cessive on every great subject he took to 
heart, and of these the impeachment was 
certainly one of the greatest. Yet, if his 
over-heat and natural enthusiasm proved 
too injurious and uncharitable to the‘ob¬ 
ject of the impeachment, it would be un¬ 
wise and unfair to say that the impeach¬ 
ment itself, with all the investigations 
which preceded it, or to which it gave 
rise, was not calculated to produce even¬ 
tually a great and lasting good. v Aud 
without that enthusiasm, which of itself 
inevitably leads to exaggenffion and ex¬ 
cess, perhaps no mortal man would have 
undergone such an extremity of labour ; 
and perhaps, without that ardour and 
passion, which a later age may turn into 
ridicule, other men ’would not have h en 
sufficiently excited to go along with him 
in the laborious scrutiny of such re¬ 
mote matters, or have been awakened to 






EFFECTS PRODUCED BY THE TRIAD. 


/ the fate of the natives of 
*6igs or sufferings of people 
he distance of fifteen thou¬ 
sand miles from our shores. The long- 
continued impeachment, which was heard 
of in almost every part and corner of the 
world, had the effect of telling the na¬ 
tives of India that there was a tribunal 
before which the greatest of the servants 
of the great Company might be brought 
to account and made to quail; it had the 
effect of telling those servants of the Com¬ 
pany, and the government judges and 
other chiefs appointed by the crown, that 
they must take heed to their ways, and 
renounce the high-handed proceedings 
and the summary acts which may be ne¬ 
cessary in a first conquest and settlement, 
but which are inexcusable afterwards; 
and it contribufed, together with gradual 
and universal improvement in civilization, 
political philosophy, and moderation, to 
better the government of our Indian pos¬ 
sessions hud the condition of the teeming 
native population. TJntil public virtue 
and political science wore improved at 
home, there could be no hope of any im¬ 
provement in the management of such re¬ 
mote possessions; in proportion as men 
became honester and wiser, more mode¬ 
rate and tolerant at home, they became, 
perhaps with some pardonable difference 
in the degree, honester and wiser and 
better rulers abroad. Without this gra¬ 
dual improvement, the effect of Burke’s 



labours of fourteen years might ha 
very inconsiderable ; but linked " 
and going hand-in-hand with it, we be¬ 
lieve them to have been of a potent effi¬ 
cacy, and to have afforded good reason to 
many millions of men to bless the name 
and the memory of the great manager. 
The regular publication in the newspapers 
of the debates in parliament (a benefit 
which had been fully secured not many 
years before the impeachment began), the 
reports of the grand speeches delivered in 
Westminster Hall, the crowd of books, 
the shoals of pamphlets, published year 
after year, had also the effect of fami¬ 
liarising the popular mind with the vase 
subject of India, and of leading the people 
to reflect upon occurrences and things 
and pla.ies they had never thought of 
before, and whose names were all an- 
knowu to them. Up to this time, even 
among the educated ^classes of English¬ 
men, few, very few, except the Company’s 
servants and some naval and military 
officers, knew much about Hindustan; and 
Fox had good reason to exclaim—The 
affairs of India had long been hid in a dark¬ 
ness as hostile to inquiry as it was friendly 
to guilt, but by the exertions of one mast 
these clouds have been dissipated ! w Al¬ 
most a new vocabulary was introduced 
into the language, and the people of Erg- 
land learned to give a proper meauing to 
numerous Eastern words which had been 
unintelligible and rarely used before. 
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